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ulams 2d Bn, 419th Inf, B80th inf Div
CuRTCDy 17th Dec 44 to 25 Jan 45
ACT1C:  Reducling the Bulge

S0URCL: Capt george W Harmon, 8-1, 2d 2n, 316th inf
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1 *eb 45
;..’g:  TRIER, ARLON, Scale 1/100,000 and 1/50,000.
LWwPERVIEWER:; Lt &+ J. Tobin
Interview conducted with records.

Tiwe 2d Bn, 319th “af was in posltion at LUZDINBACH oot of SASD-

ZIGCGa where they were training in preparation to atlacking the gIng-
ey e s U : [ oo 2 s 3 &
¥I{ED Line. n 17 Dec 44, the ©n moved to the vicinlty of IOILR2aSH
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scutheast of SAAREGUEMINZS., There they were alerted to cipcclh a

counterattack and to prepare to take URBACE o5 a liaited =hleclive Lo-
o s} 1.0 T — T e = o AP e
Jore altacking the SEIGFRILD defenses., ater, on the alt~rnonn of

18 Dec 44, the 3Br rscelved notice to prepare for a lornz mobor noarch.
Lt 2300 eorders came canceling 2ll plans and alerting the Latitalion fox
movement northward.

on the afternoon of 12 Dec 44, they were rolisved by the 25th Cav
of the 4Eh Armd Div. Relief was completcd by 1C30 asnd Lhe beblallion
pulled back to JOBLING eust of LOLRSACHE. There, they faod the troops
ol chow and then moved out on the march to LUXZMBOURG louving the
the town at 2000, The coluan passed throuch st AVOLD, iws to
LUNDus URG. Thelir mission was to take defensive positions norbth and
ccet of the city of LUXEMDOURG.

oy 1500 on 20 Dec 44, the 1lst Bn 319th Inf reached 2EGTIN about

15 miles south of the city. Qhe vattalion wuas placed in regimental
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rosorve and they billeted the troops and spent the night thove.
on the morning of 21 Dec 44, orders wore mecelved to o wlie

hotibalion to TU ﬁ‘I NGEN northwest of LUXIEMBOULG clby. &L othe time, the
ioiand 3d 3ns, 319th were there. That evening =t 2100, oidsrs cuwc

oo Div for the regiment to relisve the remmants of the
viicl wos holding a line Just north of VICHTEK. They werc Lo abtback,
Lot n on the right, 3d ©n on the left and the 2d in resorva. ihcy

hod no definite objectlve, orders werc to push Lo the ncerih bthrough
the 22th Div which was holding the line in the viecinity ol ViICHUTLIl.

—~

00 102%th Inf £ th Div met with the Bn commoanders of the S10Uh
GO » b )
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I 1. . LT 3 4 . : A .
to brief them on the situation. he remalnder of the doy woo gp
in checking eguipment .

on the morning of 22 Dec 44, the regiment moved out Ifrou the

d Bnnovog still

e

asseimbly area in the approaibh march to VICIHTEN. The

m
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1l resorv +he routs was

]

» and they shuttled their troops by truck.
SMTTTINGIY, SUSCHDORF to VICHTEN. The battaleon closod at VICHTEN at
he battalion sebt up in VICHTEN and began preparing dolonscs.
noanvhiile, the 1lst Bn had takon ODERFEULEN and the 3d Bn had talion

syl of IERZIG. &t 1800, LE TUol Pauul Dandy- called Trom »r siwant mnd
anilil to asgsemble the company C0s and the pn staflf and to grepare Lo
movs . gapt Harmon assembled the stall, the Bn €0 returned and gave

i bhe lssion which was to pass through lst Bn lines ob QL WSULEY

abbaclk HEIDERSCHIED the night of 22-83 pec and hold until rcelieved.

sbhached to the battalion were 2 medium tanks from go ¢ 702 7k Bn,
55 90mm 7Tps from GlOth 7D Bn. The Bn moved out shortly alter 1800

on €2 Dec 44 in the following crder; I (o as advance guard with the

2 medium banks as direct support; 2 Tps, £ Co, ilg Co, G Co nnd the
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~ oremainingeg 7os followed at the rear of the celwmn. I Co hnd one heavy

“

s ploatoon and the mortar platoon attached to F Co and one

X

eioon abtached to B Co. ‘hcy advanced with u minimum of gchilicles,

£
Llin radio and command vehlicles Lelng disperged througshout bthe column.
piie 205t PA Bn was 1in support and a rQ was with botn I and [* companlies.
st babtulion moved thegs/ infantry by truck to OLERFEULEN. There they
detirucked and Jumped off inﬁgttuck on HEIDERSCHIED at 2300 on the

Bt of 22 pec 44, Visibility was excellent, the weather wus cleny

cold and there was 2 bright full moon. They procacded along

Ll
(&}
s

ther road [rom OBERFEULEN to IIEIDERSCEREID. Patrols were sent out iIn
Tfront of the battalion to screen the woods alengs the road Loward
AOTDERSCIEID.  The patrols made no contact with the enemy 2nd the
vatbulion roached the high ground south eaast of the town by CL200 on
28 Dec 44. A patrol of 6 men from E company wnos sent in to ccout the

wr. dhey fetgrned shortly and reported the buildinrs occupled LY
Tocmy afmod with automatic weapons and much vehlcular asctivity 1n
L town, |

LY 0250 on 23 Dec 44, the battallion deployed for the assuullt on

Lo town. I Co on the right and 5 ¢o left, with G Co in rearrveo,
he abback jumped off from the high ;round.and wvas mebt by hecsvy auto-
antle small arms fire from the road interscction (7237445) in tho south-
angt part of the town, an assault gun (75mm) and 2 long's, onn on ceach
side of the road guarded the approaches from that direction. ps the
leudlng clements of E Co approached within about 100 yards of the pos-

ired

L—o

ition, the uG on the assault gun and the two supporting HMGs
tracers at the attacking forces. pBurp gun fire was directod at the

taroets indicated by the tracers.
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1> co was held up and they called up the & leadlng lLani.c. +he
tanls moved up along the road and ran into a mine Tisld ab (742441,
riie regimental mine platoon which was with the battallion vas sent
Jdown Lo clear the field. MNeanwhile, the ausault gun In btouwn fired st
thie Lank but missed striking the mine ficld in front of the tank, snd
ciploded the fiedd. The tank fired at the flash from the assault gun
setbing 1t on firec. The resulting illuminatlion snabled T Co to drive

the Cormans sway from tholr positions and t ake the genduarme Hostcl,

™y

& large stone bullding next to the assault gfun position. he tuanls

}_

moved bhrough the gap 1in the mine field and by 0500 [ ¢o weld four
}onscé in the southeast corner of town.

leanwhile, F Co was led down by mortar and aubtomatic osmell arms
firec. Artillery was out of range and they were not able Lo contact
Liv artillery by radio, the distance bein; too grcat. st 0330 F
go was ordered to move around to the left and enter the town from the

r

veagb. Thls they dld and by house to house fizhtling the town was

clearod by 1130. 15 PWs were taken and the cnemy vilthdrew Loward
the northwest of the town. A'civilian reported 200 encnmy had bLeen
in HIJIDERSCUHEID. At about 0900, 2 enomy reccon cars und o halil-track
caae toward the town from the direction of ELHMEM, to the northeast.
They withdrew when fired on by the 7Ds which had come up durius the
previous action.

The toﬁn had just Leen cleared when an e¢nemy armorcd c¢olumn of
tanlis and half-tracks was obscrved'going toward LSCHDOR to the southi-
wesl along the road crossing the ridge at (705456). They moved the
TDs and Bn AT platoon tc the southwest of HEIDERSCUEID where they
fired con the column for a durabion of about 20 minutes. Durins the
petion, they hit and stopped & of the enemy vehlcles.
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At about IZ200 ‘the battalion had begun to prepnare dclousszg cboub
Elic tovn when a counter attaclt struclk. About 200 encmy inlnnbry (PwW
statement) attacked up the wooded draws from the north and northwest
oi’ the town. E ¢o which was defending the north sector of the town
¥illed the CO and the radioman of the attacking ensemy infonitry unlt

in addition to inflicting other numcrous casusltics on them. 7They

viithdrew back down the draws and did not show themselvss during the

At the same tlme as the infantry started to attack, 11 onemy banks

attacked the town, 7 attacking from the northeast coming cross country

vi1ile 4 tanks moved in along the road from the east. The man on the

enet gectlon started to run, Lut were stopped by lajor greausl I

FORS

Wi

williams pn Exec and Capt wWilliam H Chamberlin, ¢o of p go, who ot
& 2 2 ()

Liiem buack to thelr positions. The tanks were attackinz wibhoub infont-

vy support and when they moved up withiln range of bazookns I were

LY

ocked out by the men of I* co. The tanks found thelr positlion un-—

terabls and started to withdraw about 1230,

¥

g

the rest of the day reorgsnizing and preparing defoense

Meanwhile ajor gamuel L Williams ran back ané sot tha ps Into

nosibion to fire on the enemy tanlis and defend the town whovro they

knocked out 4 tanks as they retreated. In addltion arnother enemy

}=

anlt wno knocked out by our tanks. /1l together 7 of thae I

4.
attaclc-

g encmy tanks were knockod out.

After 1300, the enemy action bogged down and the battalion spent

[

& .

puwiring ‘the day, the lst 3n took KEIMMAN and the 3d In tnrck

CITDLTCCUEIDERGRUND and TADLER.

AL 2300, 23 Dec Dec 44, the Battallon recelived ordcrs ' sond

cn at 0500 on the 24th to relieve I Co of the 3d JBn at [L1L BICLIEILIN~
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AL 0400 the following morning, an enemy plane dropped two bombs

o mechaniasm of the

shraddling a TDe. The concusslon damaged the firing

Sun. p o pulled out to relicve I Co at HEILCRSCILIIDERGRITED taking
two 57 mm guns with them. Jhe Company had just pulled ocul when an
artillery and mortar barrage hit the town at 0530. In ten minutcs
Liie over 100 rounds fell., After a lull of 10 minutes wuratlion, the
encmy sneaksd up from the direction of ESCHLOKF and uttuck&%rom the
unuthwe:t)whpre they knocked out the tank which was protecting the
southwest part of the town. Phe ensmy followed up thls intmtry at-
Lrol with tanks and 20mm guns mounted on halftraclic which drove up
wiid down the road south of the town firing at the bulldinz:. e
oy Infanbry prosced its attoelk into the very ssctor weore o 06

R

4 pulled out on the south edge of town. Iverybody fired osubt of the

indows sand drove the cnemy back. Twice they zot in cloce -~nou_l Lo
Lhrow orenades in the windows of 'the buildings. The Lattalion won

hierd nub for anti-tank defense for they had lost one of Lucir tanks

snd the firing mechanlism was damaged on one TD. Thls 7L craannder

. btrocking the enemy vehlcles and trying every way possihle to Dli
15 weanon pushing the switch, kickinsg the pedal and cven hitting bthe

firing nmechanlsm with a hammer. oOne tank of the battalleon got into
posltion and knocked out O enemy halftracks and one cnem; btanks, S8
nt be-

mhe artillery Lo o)capiThomas A mason)had nade contact the ul:

‘ith Div Arty and arranged for support. Lt the Hlims Lhe enomy

\
i
03
.
j

bocly were pressing dangerously near, the Dn ordered fizc called on

A
Lhielr cwn positions fecling that they were partlally protcoched by

ding in buildingg. DThe 905th ra was stlll out of range ocuxd the

.

mlscion was gilven to the 315th pA, 155mm how. The 315th shelled the

~
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e [rom 0800 to about 0830 with devasting effect. Ly CU00 on 24
bee 44, the cnemy were repulsed and withdrew Loward LoCiDOil. IZuoasy
deud counted were 76 and 206 wounded. PW were cleareda throush the In
wedleal channels. A German medlcal halftrack made scveral brips to
tho area during the fizhting to avacuate wounded.

puring the remainder of the day the battulion remadl ucd In [ELLEI-
SCLERD and improved their positlons. That night at 2100 »iders weic
received to take RINGEL ‘the next day. <heir mission wuu 5o abback
)

vorough the 1s t Bn which was holding the high ground southusst of

LEHKEN (755488),. scize RINCEL and take the hhzh ground nortihr of Lhe
L4 .

WOV
¢rr the morning of 25 Dec 44, the battallon moved oul i 0Z00 with
¥ o in the lead followed by L,L, and @ respectively. Thier had 3
I3 N . . 3 & 1 . Ty AT
Tpus, « medium and 3 light tanks in support. hey moved inho RILSLL
L

ni secursd the town with very 1ittle resistunce by 1400 snd ocoupled

o hich pround north of the town.

&t 1500, the Germans launched 2 counterabtmelr withv ~Loul 50 men.
ey came up form the draw form the west in a coluan of lwhu.  fis they

spproached the battalion outposts, the men, thinking they - ere coming
n to vurrender, "Remerad"? One of the germans callr d "o, American
same radh The outpost opened fire with a machline jun and mowed down
o, large number of germans vefore they could tske cover. licanwhile,
the town was receiving artillery fire from across the river. gopt
Srorge Vilinrmon tought up o medium tank to the cast edge ol town and
clacod direct fire on the germans. The action subiclided oot 1850
opt ilarp 10N sent the tank back tothe cover of the wuildinis I
‘hin centor of town. <the rest of the day was spent improvig: tire de-

fonses at RINGEL and preparing for any other courterattuclhs, The ex-
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peclbed attack came at 2300 from the same directlon as before firing

macliine pistols. meanvhlle, artillery concentration circling the
Lown hiwd been arranged for and reglstered. Artillecry was culled for
and care irmodlately with good effect. In addition ome 71 which wao
puarding the eastern approached fired armor piercing shells at the
sdivaaéing onomy. These shells ricocheted with a terrific scrouming
roar.  +his YD rmoved into several al ernate firing liring positlons.
capt IToimon said "mhe Jerrles must have thought we had a nev socret
weopon 't At Yiv Arty, the FDC gave them suppoert Ly all 4 bns. The
Gormans were routed leaving over 40 men out of their sstimalad company
sbrongti dead. The enemy was entlrely routed Ly 2130.

on the morning of 26 Dcc 44, the battalien was jlven the wiusnion
¥ ¢learing the woods between RINGEL and the SURE River. Ab 1200,
il U Gos moved out to sweep the wood. They attakked with o on the left
argd O o the right. E Go remained in town. I Cofrom the Sd ~n was
wont up to take G Co's position in the town while G swep the woods. The

'v
-~

units caught the Jerries as they werc Jjust beginning to dig
in and they withdrew without sy organized oppouitlion. ain opposition
wag mortar and MG fire from the ridge and high ground west of ROURS-
CHTID, This was silenced by artillery fire. By 1700, the woods wore
cleared bLetweon RINCEL and DIRBACH to the SURE River. The roturning
units reported the bridge at DIRBACH blown. In clesring thin woods

5C pwa of Lthe 212th Regt of the 79th yg Div werc taken. TL: compnnico
returned to RINGEL at 1800. The lst Bn relieved the 24 2n on the line
rolisf bming‘completed by 2230, The 2d Bn withdrew to HELILIUCUIID
closing ab 2330,

The 27th and 28th Dec were spent in reserve at LULDIBRUCLHDLD.
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At 1000 on the mornigg of 20 Desc 44, infoirmation was recclve

£5
ol
e
i}
')
=

vho battulion would relieve both the lst and 3d IEne on the 1line. *he
GG 8Bn was at TADIZ R and would leave I Co to hielp, Yhe lst Lo owas obill
ob iMEGLI., The Bn moved out and com ted the relicef of ths other two
¥ oo 1@ Lol

, AND F Co in the area 7545 protecting thelr supply

t

units by 2130. Unit dispositions were as follows
G Co south of RIN“ﬁ'
lineg to RINGTL and TADISER. F Co ¢p was abt the town V62452. Alfter B
co had gone into position, their outpostas capltured cn cnemy 2 man
qabrol who stated thdxfan attack was coming 1n babtalion strength that

ol or carly next morning. oOutposts were strongbheoncd znd located

~ooeover the approaches from all directions #iv Arty was contacted

ol roqeangsement for protective fires were made. thoy wore oliobied

oo Lires of Div Arty and the 4C4th PA Gp s well, a tobtul of 7 Ino

elvdln r several medium Brs, Ar*" planried Tires te cover v oniiye
e
At 0430 on the morning of 30 Dec 44, the 4-man outnest lzoated In

nie draw west of the town (756474) reported that approximabcly 250 enemy
tacking up the draw. The enemy engulfed the oubpost and Lucir atiack
arricd right on into the town. Sixteen enemy ot inte the house next
o the Bn CP in RINGEL. The situaﬁion was dosprcaﬁc. The encay had
ciosed so guickly that the artillery fires planned for the acﬁLmanr
T Lhe town und adjacent area did not stop them. Thercfore, the 3n
lled for fire directly on the town of RINGEL itgelf. This [fire de-
sopnlized the enemy completely and disperscd them. 4 Pfc chayed Lhe
Liouse occupled. by the enemy next to the CP, threw in grenades nnd
vith o Tomay gun captured the remaining occupants of the housc. Tho

rsillery lfires kelled 36 enemy, wounded 5, at a cost of 4 casuslbics

1

Lo thie Bn -=-"2 men killed. Capt Harmon saild that without the

7

"
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srtillery their positions would have been untenable. The cnemy who
vsre in Lown were completely demoralized -- 58 Pys came out into the
opecn from bulldings they had occupied after the barrage, and flve
enemy even went over to TADILK and surrendered. All actlvity ccaued
Ly 0520. The weather at the time was clear, cold, and viscibillty was
czcellent as there was a full moon. The battalion stayed at RINGEL
auii ng the 30th--no ememy action was observed other than cporoedic
artillery fire. On the 3lst at 1800 they were relicved by Liw ld Bn
Jnﬂ withdrew to regtl reserve at HEIDERSCHEID. They remaincd in
GUIUARSCHEID during 1 Jan and on the 2d they relleved the lasht 3n at

J32L and TADLER, taking up the same positions as bLefore. Rellol of
Wi firast Dn was coﬁplcted by 1800, They remained in positinn with
oo cneny activity during 3 and 4 Jan 45.

on 5 Jan at 2300 they were relieved by the 5d Ln, 21701 inf and

withdrew to HEDIERSCHEID where they were in regstl reserve. Cn § Jan
1zt and 3d Bns moved out to attack GOESDORI® and DAlL. The 1ot pn left
ALIDERSCHEID at 1500 and moved into GOESDOEI then moved on toe DAHL atb
1500. The 2d moved bbb GOLSDORF. On the morning of the 7th, E Co was

iven the mission of taking BOCKECLZ. They moved out at 0000 along

0]

tlim road and were fired on with MG and mortars from tle woods in the

ieinity of 737488. They withdrew on order from battalion after having

<

1ot 106 men including 3 killed in the resulting fire Tight. They
arrived Lack in GOESDORF with 5 Pws at 1300. The Pws sald that 2 Bng
of 20th Regt 79th vg Div were planning an attack on GOLSDOIL'. The

bn moved their transport out of town and secured additional ammunition
including 1,000 rounds of mortar ammo and prepared for the nttack.

The attack came on 8 Jan at 0500. The enemy came fromthreec direcctions;
ast, Northeast, and §outh. pptillery fires were called for and ob-

- 10



l Ui3ioov tvau ]

talned ex oellent cffcctu. our small arms fire was very cifective

b

chileflly because of the advance notice and proparationg that the

battalion had. *he attacl was over at 0700. At the suame time the lat

]

and ad battalions in the vicinity of Dahl were attacked i1 strength.

}_—'n

The rcat of the day wss guiet. The battalion rema ln d in »nosit

orn

LJ

ot GOCDSDORF maintalning defensive positions on the 9th and 10th.

On the llth E Co was again given the mission to take [OOKICOLZ,. Phey
pushed off at 0700 and went through the wcoda and alonz tho road.
iheoy cot into the town of BROCITIOLZ without the eneny rﬂ<uLV¢nu any
warnins, They entered the enemy CP cep turing the entire Cp group
valting 25 PWs in the bullding. Fran othor building other s were
Qukcn by surprise, the ¢éntire town being cleared by 0000 aiwi a tobtal
78 Tws were taken. Only 5 rounds of ammunltion verc fieod. A DANR
ann killed one German who offered registunce. The cntire nrsua sround
LOCIIICLZ was cleared by 1500, L Co set up defensive positions in
= O0HE szmgémanemy had placed so many mines and booby traps in the
town thot 1t took the unit twe days to clear them., <he batinlion ro-
mnained in i1ts respective positions in BOCKHOLZ and GOLSDORE from the
12th to the morning of the 18th.

On the morning of the 18th at 0500 the 3d Bn attacled Ji0CHRR with
G (o, 246 pn attached. Enemy artillery was very scvere unid causcd 47
crnsualties to G Co. MNOCHER was in our hands by 1200. ©Ld i dia-
nnsllions on the evening of the 18th are as followsy E Co in ZOCKINLI;
¥ Co, H Co, and Hg Co in DAHL; G Co in IIOCHEZR. Positions werc malntain-
cd during 19 Jan 45.

on ths "20th F Co occupied the ground southeast of LOCHDL and one
Plat of g cd wg s sent to tho high gfound above ZLSCHEND (768512).
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O the £21lst the 3d Bhn r0001ved tho misasion of attacking MUIGILIS.

ihe 0d Bn received the mission to ttack BATLTENBACH and ALSGuBiD,
Jo woved out at 0800, and became involved in a [ire fisht ot JJAULTEN~
34l lasting all daye. 3y night 2/3 of the town was in our handu.

The flzsht continued 21l day on the 22d, the entire town bein: cleared
shortly after dark.

(RRLY bt 37 ~

on the “Vd I' Co continued mopping up the srea around LAULTUNDAELC

T
T
3

cvd L Co crosced the strecam and attacked ALCIRIL, They mebt considor-

aede resjctance in the town including 20mm AL fire frogm thie hish sround
wroass the rlver. The town was oceupled by 1500, The 24th won aneont

aping mp the aree around KAULTENBACH, ALCCHLID, and pauioldiag.
v wutlallon wag relieved by the 2d 3n 318th Inf on the morn’ng of

i, 12lief being completod by 0350,



