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ULlT?: 1lst Bn, 3190th lnf 80th lnf Div

DLTChs 17 Doc 44 to 25 Jan 45

ACTION: Reducing the Bulge

SOURCE: 1lst Lt willlam P gweaney, 8-2, lst bn, 319th infl Regt
PLACE AWD DATE OF INTEZRVIEW: lst Bn CP KEHLEN, LUXIMBOULY, 2 Ieb 45

MAP3: geale, 1/o0,000; I'rance and Belgium Arlon Sheet 157, wiltz
Sheet 122; Luxembourg (sheot 22 and 25)

INTERVIEWER: 1st Lt 3 J Tobin

NTELVIEY conductoed with unit records.

The lst Bn 319th Inf moved from MERIEBACH to LOIRBACI on 17 Dec

4

i1s AL the time the Bn was in reglmental recuorve and waes Lraining

and making preparations to attack the SIEGRKIZD Linec. The bh itc=
mained in ROHRBA&CH durilng 18 and 19 Dec continuing its trolining pro-
crame. On the 19th they had heard about the bLLg GIKMALT breckthrougsh in
the I'irst U3 Army sector, and had been told of the possibllity of
chelr unit belng moved to ascist in checking the Germans. ovement
ordors came and the Bn left ROHRBACH at 2000 on 19 Dec. They noved
north to STEINSEL, LUXEMBOURG, goling by way of SAR RE UNLON, MLTZ,

and the City of LUXEMBOURG. March conditions were excellonts <The
viecathor was clear and cold. £full headlights were used cxcept in the
towns themselves., Trafllc organization through towns was bandled very
efficiently and the move progressed without incident and tho unit
arrived at STEINSEL at 1400 20 Dec 44. The Iig located in ZTEINSEL

and the companies in the surrounding towns. At the time, D Dec,

tha 3519th Regt was in division reserve. Qrders were rccaived at

7100 on the night of the 20th to proceed to the vicinity ol 3ROUCH
e
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and VICHTEN., Early on the morning of the 2lst ab 0700 the pn moved out
on oot towards its objective. Regtl transportation avallable moved the
nns to their objectives, the 1lst Bn advancing on foot until trans-
portation became avallable to it. About 1100 orders werc »ccelvoed
changing the mbssion, and directing them to move back to UDPUINZEL,.

Tiey alec dinner on the side of the road, and at 12350 procecadod back

Lo STEIMNEEL. They were nearing STEINSEL later in the aflcrinoon whon
orders were again chamged and the originsl mlission to nove Luck o
SBICUCH - VICHTEN wére received., The Bn arrived linally at ZLOUCH ab
1700 after marching 17 miles. ihe régiment moved on to a linc north

of LROUCH wlth the 3d Bn on the left and the 1st pn on the vishb.

1nt Bn put € and A Cos on the line with B In reserve., Piac L was

in posiblon by 1900. They improved their positlons and remuined dur-
ing the night. At 2100 an attack order was recoived stating that
tney were to proceed north through the remnants of the 28th Div
wliich consisted mainly’of the 109th Inf Regt with other cloments of
the Div attabhed, and attack the south flank of the german sallent.
The Jjump=-off time was to be 0600,

At 0600 on the 2éd, the unlt moved northeast bbb BISSIN and from
there gonerally cross country through woods and the rough grounc
senerally towérd the north and west from BISSEN. At 1130 they con-
taucted the 28th piv (lst pn 109th Regt) which was holding a lline
cenerelly east and wést through MICHELBUCH. Tho C0 of the 109th
had been contacted et BISSEN. Tho Bn had attached at the time 1

plat of 7TDs. (4 TDs of the 610th TD Bn) and 4 medium and two 1light

—
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oanlks of Co C 7024 Tk Bn. 7The woods and the nature of the bLerrain

-



| QIRISSY 04U}

prohlblted the use of armor with the advancing infanbtry, and Lt
Williem P‘sweaney took the vehicles around to the left through
VICUTEN and brought the armor up the rosd from VICHTLN to contact the
Infm try elements of the Bn at MICHELEWCH. Just outside the town
they ran Into a small enemy patrol killing 5 Germans an'd capturing
threo. | Contacﬁ was made with the lst Bn at 1145, AL 12350 Bn re-
ceived the mission of taking over OBERFEULLE and NIHLGHULULLE . he
Dn proceeded northward'from MICHELBUCH on the road with the tanks and
Infantry operating together. Aécar MﬁRZIG, they had a short engagement
¥111ling 15 enemy and recppturing on of our S57uwm AT guna and taking sow-
eral PWS. Pws were identified from the lst Co of the 215th PGR.
Moanwhile the 3d Bn had been actively engaged at LTRELG and driven
the enemy out. The 1st Bn h;d moved up elong the road Lo a posltion
east and south of_OBERFEULEN. The enemy treins and other vehicles
which the 3d Bn had driven out of MERZIG wero coming along the open
ground toward QBERFEULEN. The tanks and TDs and the AT plat of
the 1lst Bn found themselves 1n an excellent position to shoot up the
enemny transpbrt. The enemy transport consisted of 1 ptry 4 light
artillery pleces (horse-drawn, with 4 horses on cach zun), 15 horue
drawn wagons and a number of trucks. The onﬁirc column was wiped oub-
-only one vehicle escaped.. Approximately 30 enemy werc killed and
app@yximately 40 captmred. The trains were the Regtl jl¢ units, and liad
all the radio and signal equipment were with the trains. The action
wac of about an hour's duration lasting from 1500 to 1500. OBERMLULEN
and NNIEDERFEULEN were occupied shortly after without any serious re-
sistanco; The Bn sot up defenses around both towns--the Un ¢p being

located in NIEDERFEUILEN.
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on 23 Dpec, theBnmigsion wds to continue tho aticsck to the north

and take the towns of KZHMEN and SCHEIDEL. The attacl: jumped off at
0700, generally following the road north to XEiWMEN., Ao the 3n camo
out of the woods, they could see an enemy column of approiluately

<4 tanks moving down from BOURSCHEID to XEIMEN. The tanka and TDe
attached to the 1lst Bn fired at the encmy columb, knocliing out Z tanis
belfore the enemy could withdraw to BOURSCHEID and bacl: over tlhie hill
to the southeast. The 905th Ao Bn fired soveral misslions onn the town

I BOURSCHEID. Tho action and the resultant delay tool: approximatelsy

o

two hours and the units moved on towards KEHMEN. The In cstimated
that there was one enemy company supported by & tanks in the town of
KLHNEN. They deployed their forces to attack the town with B Co and
¢ Co on the line, A in reserve., One HIG Plat was agcigned to cach of
the leadlng‘cos. lhej advanced to the hl’h ground soubth of ‘the towm,
and lield up until 10 tanks of thcfgﬁgth Tk Bﬁ\ viiich had been with
the 28th Div, were brought up by the Bn §-3, Capt Cyrus 1 Adc
1700 they were all set to hit the town; Tho Bn had twﬁ nedium tonko
snd 4 7?ps of its own in addition to the 10 tanks of the 735th. They
lined the armor up along the road overlookling the town und attacked
wilth A go on the right and B Co on the left. (¢ Co stayed in the vicin-
ity of the crossroads (774454) to protect the rear. TUnder the support-
ing firec 6f the 735th Tk bn and the TDs the medium tanliz und infantry
wont 1into the town. The attack was successful, the oncmy withdrawlinge
They moved in taking over the town shortly alfter dark (1715).

Twenty PwWs wefo capturcd, three enemy tanks werc knockecd out, ond one
of ours lost to bazooka flre. The Bn stayed in the town thet nlipht

and sct up defensive positions. <The 10 tanks from the 735th returned

to NIEDERFEULEN,
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¢n the morning of the Eith orders wero reccived to withdraw
and the mission wes to tak%PINGEL. The unit moved cut nlong the road
wvastward from the town at 0515. Just about daylight ©thr, rooched
the roscroads leading to RINGEL st 751452, Heanwhile thic 2d +~n woo
recciving an attack in strength cupported by tanks and O sm A gunc
mountbed on halftracks. The tanks {ired on the lst Ln [1ei the road

= the unit down for the wioxuont. he

-~

soutnwegt of IZIDERSCHEID pinnin
armor with the lst 3Bn backed down into a draw to avolu thne fire of
the german tanks, one tank getting stuck and two Lelng linoclied outb.
“he Bn recelived orders at 0845.to discontinuc the misusion to RINGLL
end hold in 1ts presont positlon protecting the approaches to

IIEDIERSCHEID., About 0930 the 1st Bn 7Tps knouvked out the cnemy taonis

av 742442, snd the 2d Bn in HEIDERSCHZID, with the help of Div

o2
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Atillery, repulsed the attack on thelir positions (2d IZn). Th
151 stajed in defeonsive positions around the crossroads ot 752452
the rest of the day. The 317th on the morning of the 24th at 1100
rmoved up to the vicinity of XEHMEN (they caught hell wp therce too)

on the 25th at 1500 the lst Bn moved into HEDILRSCHIZID for a days
regt. They.stayed in HEIDERSCHEID &ll day the 26th, =ond st 1715 on
thie 27th moved out to RIN“E& to relieve the 2d 3n, the relliefl being

ompleted by 1900, Inemy activity was limitoed to sporadic artillery

and mortar fire.

¢n the morning of the 28th at 0930 an enemy barrage of Nebelwerfor
:nd abtillery fire coming from vicinity of BOURSCHLEID [foll on the bLown,
Phere were approximately 300-400 rounds in the barragc. “hoe eneowy
launched a counberathack of undetermined strength, bubt ucre driven

back by artlllery snd small arms flre. (Casualtiecs from artillery

-O-
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siuaed severe losses to thc enemy. A PW ideontified from #d pun 218th
neol estlmuted the enemy strength to be 500. “‘nother atinclh cwome at

BN

V100, dnwiediately following another artillery preparation of like in-

' ° . Ae A
censlty. This was agaln broken up by severg artillery fire. <here were

cpproxinately 20 PWs captured after the 2d attack. A prs sbotement
anld that after t he 2d counterattack the remnants of the 2d pn 21Zth
w05t were formed into one companye. The lst Bn losses for the day

vere approximately 8 killed and 10 wounded. fhc onemy contlnuod
harossinn fire on the town chiefly artillery and mortar fire., o
newy aclivity was observed during the rest of the day nnéd thie [ollow-
LB nipghb.

on the £0th after an artillery preparation of approximabtely 500

coundy, the enemy launched another attack at 1450. Whis abluck we

;rolken up LY artlillery fire end small arms fire with severe lossces

Lo the enemy. VYver 20 pus were captured in the attuck. The Ln

maintained 1ts positions during the nizht of the 2bh; cnony ccebivity

6]

limited to sporadic atillecry fire. At 1930 on 30 pecc, bLhizc 24 3En
o0 the 310th relieved the lst. The ikt moved back to HEILLIICIEIL ard
ztaged in reserve during the 3lst Dec - 1 Jan. At 1015 on 1 Jan 45
tbe 1lst Dn relleved the 2d Bn 1n RINGEL. Very little enemy wcblivily

not ed during the period 2 and 3 January. At 1200 on 3 Junuary the
«i 1 rolleved the lst and it pulled back again to UEDIERSCLLID, ro-
wf ning there during 4 and 5. Jan.

4L 1500 on 5 Jan orders were rcecelved to attack on the morning ol

conn with the migssion of crossing the SURE River and U aklng GOLSDOREF.

e 5d Ln mission was to teake DAEL. At 0445 on 6 Jan the sn moved out
in column of Cos, (¢, B, and A, crossed the bridge over the JULE River
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by means of a treadway, and’ébntinuod in the direction of GURSDORDP.
Ths artillery had fires prepared on call fer GORSDORI'. ©On Lhe way

up Lo GOZSLORE they surprised two German oubtposts along the roud;  the
first at OC30 and the 2d at 0840, capturing & and 2 Dys, roaspechblvely,
Ihe lesding company moved up halfway through the town of ¢0IJDORY be-
fere they were fired on. Jlouse to house fighting teook place and the
town was cleaned up by 0830. Mifteen enemy were killed and 51 Dils
twizen.  They were members of the Bicycle Ren Bn of Lhe 720th vg biy.
1ot 5n losses were 2 killed and 17 wounded. lat [n remalnced in town
whiile the 3d bn moved on up and took DAHL. The lst DIn wwx to movo

to DAWIL and relieve the 3d, the 3d to move on and take NOCHER with tho
“C¢ Bn moving up to GOLSDORF. The 1lst Bn moved oub Irom ¢CESDORF at 1600
A ¢go mel [ire from the high ground southenst of DAIL. A Co drove the
oncmy off the high ground and set up positions where they lLiad driven
ths enemy off. DB Co set up on the north and east of the town, ¢ took
tlic south and east portion. gevere resistanco was met and the Bn was
ordered to remain in the vicinity. Ilcanwhile the 3d Bn had attempted
to move out at 1630; however, they met heavy MG fire and so they also
rcmainéd in the town. At 0245 on 7 Jan & S-minute enmmy artillery
preparation was received. 4 short time later another barrasce of about
1L0-mimites duratlions was received. Jhe outposts around ths town re-
colved small arms fire and cecnemy infantry attacked from the north-
coct and northwest. The Bn fired flares from their GOmm mortars and
the resulting illumination enabled the Bn PDs to knocl oul two of the
iivo supporting tankse. fhe enemy continued the attack [or approx—
Inately 2 hﬁurs before being driven off by the combined stillery

end small arms flre., Action ceases approximately 0545. o cnemy act-
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~ivity was observed throughout ﬁhe romainder cof the duy.

Oon the 8 Jan the enemy fired very hcavy artillery propnration of
about 45 minubes duration lasting from 0430 to 0515. <hc cnemy Infant-
ry attacked from three directions, northeast, northwest snd gouthe-
west, supported by 8 tanks and three assault guns. There vicro
spproximately 400 infantry (PW's statement) elements of Do wuchrer
oris (lst and 24 Bn)e. 60mm mortaers agaln fired flares. Bn TDs and
tonks Knocked out six of the enemy tanks along the northern approaches
50 DAUL. 1lst Bn losses were one TD and one tank retricver. 7The
atback was again broke up by combined artillery and émull arms [ire,
and onémy activity for the next period, 8 Jan to 25 Jan, was limited
to patrol activity and intermlttent artillery (iro.

on 25 Jan the Bn moved b¢ 10ISTROSS, east of DIEKIRCH, whero thoy

relieved the 3d Bn, &th Infa try, 4th Division.



