Action of the 2nd Bn. 3%18th Regt, 80th Div, in t»~ Hastogne Salient 24-28
December. Interview « iducted at the 318th Regt in Wiltz, Luxembourg,
on 25 January 1945, By Yapt. Dello G. Dayton. The following were inter-
viewed: Lt Col Glenn H Gardner, now Regt Ex O then CO of 2nd Bn, Capt.
Prentis W Foreman, Bn S-3 2nd 3n, 318th, and 2nd Lt John A Shuford, Bn
S-38 2nd Bn, 318th. Col Gardner did most of the talking after the other
two officers had started the action. Interview as conducted with a map
Map 1/50000

On Dec 24th the 318th Regt was ordered by tne G0th Div to leave the

3rd Bn in its present position near ITttelbruck, Iuxembourg, with the mis-
sion of taking and holding the town, while the other two Bns were to move
via truck to Fauvillers, Belgium, and on rcaching there assist the 4th Arm
Piv in getting through to Bastogne. “hen the 24 Bn, 318th, got orders to
move it was in position on Lopert Hill west of Etteldruck. The Bn was told
to move to Nelderfulen and wait there for trucks. Because of artillery fire
in Neiderfulen, however, the Bn moved to lMerzig and entruc&ea there. Thex'“§
moved via Merzig-Grosbous-Betitborn-Redange-E11l. At the later place a guﬂﬁ?
from the 4th Arm Div picked up the colum and directed it by way of Arlon\lT
Attert-Martelange-and Fauvillers. From Fauvillers the 3n moved up to Bur?ma
where it detrucked. Illere it spent the night of 24-25th December. gg%
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On reaching Fauvillers Lt Zol Ga:dner, CO 2nd 3n, had contacted Geqt
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Dager, CO of CCB, 4th Arm Div, for in*tructinns. (The Bn was attached to
CCB). He was informed that the Bn was to asiist the Combut Command to break
through to the surrounded forces in Bastogne. Intermedinte objectives on
the way were the towns between Burnon and Bastogne., iAn attack to the north
was plannéd for 0930 on the 25th. The attack jumped_off as planned from an
LD just south of the Lambay Chenet woods. The Bn attacked with two Co’s
abreast--F on the right Gon the left--E Co was in reserve., Assisting the

Bn in the attack were 8 tanks from the 8th Tank 3n. To the left of the Bn
was the 10th Arm Inf Bn, dismounted, suvpnrted by 7 tanks from the 8th Tk
Bn. The right flank of the Bn was exposed beca.ise, though CCA of the 4th
Armored was attacking north on that flank, they were not moving parallel to

CB. The first real oppostion hit by the Bn was in the ILambay Chenel woods.
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Here the Germans, ele nts of the Lth FPara Div, 1 well dug in positions
which they defended with automatic weapons. It was difficult to oust the
paratroopers out of their foxholes and many were bayoneted while still in
them. The inf advance was assisted by the tank Tire which was placed indis-
criminately within the woods. "hen the woods had been cleared (About 40
prisopners were taken therefrom) the Bn moved north toward Chaumont from
which CCB had been driven out on the 23rd. In their original respective
positions companies F and G swung to the easct of the town and occupied the
high ground which dominated Chaumont. “hen this had been accomplished and
during which artillery had been placed on the towm, Co B ~oved into the
towm first with about a platoon of tuenty me.. 1he remainler of the company
then went, into the town and assisted in clearing it out. The town was clear
of the enemy by 1800 25th Dec. In tie toym eleven tani.s of the 4th Arm Div
were recovered and after only wmincr repairs, five of the eleven tanks could
be used. After Co E had entered Cjawmont & Co swung around to the north -
of the town. F Company remained on the hizh ground to the east where it
outposted the tanks. The Bn remained in Ghaumontvduring the nizht of the
25th;.G Co outposted it from the north. It was reenforzed with 2-60mm mor-
tars from the weapons platoon, a light macﬂine zun and ten men from Co E,
and 16 men and 3 MG’s from the heavy weapons company. Company E remained in
the town proper and with greatly depleted platoons outnosted the roadnets
entering Chaumont. During the night of 35th Dec G Co had 49 men and F 29.
During the afternoon Co E’s strength had been augmented by the addition'of
24 men from the Regt I and R Platoon. The company CO, Capt Rex O Kirkman,
had also been replaced by 1lst It (now Capt) Zdmund & Willinghoff, who had
been Plat Leader of the I and R Platoon. The Bn had begun the action with
300 men but after a day's fighting was considerahle reduced.

During the night of the 25th Germans were seen infiltering into houses
on the extreme southear edge of Grandrue, the town irmediiately north of
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Chaumont. With this i1 .onrmation the next day's a ick was planned accord-
ingly. On the morning ol the 26th ¥ Co Jjuaped off first with the tanks in
support and headed dire-tly north., After the tonks had fired into the Bois
de Hargeal the infantry moved in and cleaned the southern edge out: There
the Co checked its advance. Afler ¥ Co mhd jumped off & Co came out of the
town, moved to the northeani and tooic up a position to the left of Co abou
500 yards east of Grandrie. “Then cowvpanies © and F had attained the positi
;ns indicated, G Co moved out of vhaumont north toward Grandrue. Before
approachins the town the comprany ventilated the bulildinegs with S7mm fire,
both HE and AP, The compay movcd west of the towvn as if they were going
to by pass it, then did n rizht flan& and woved in on the town. They were
in the town by 0915 on the 206th. The company made a very good haul in the
town. They took about 40 prisoners, a U3 11/2T truck, US rations, US clost
ing, M-1 rifles, binoculars, a 7 AT pun and ammunition for the same. lean
time companics T and E were mecetins hervy resistance in the woods northeas
of Grandrue. Despite the oppostion, Col Gardner said he was anzious to get
out of the woods and into the wmen ground to the north. Since F Co was so
depleted, now down to only 25 men, it was instructed to hold and the other
two Cos were orderd to push forward. G Co moved north out of Grandrue, was
temparily checked by some heivy enemy machine sun fire, but continued to
push forward toward the cross road to the north ( ), the company's obje
tive. When about 500 yards from the crossreed, the company Commander repor
ed he had so many prisoners that he did not mow what to do with them. Col
Gardner took some men froa the mo:tar platoon and sent them forward to bri
back the prisoners. (There was only 1 gu.rd alloted to approximately every
30 ZX prisoners) By 1500 the com.any had reached the crossrad. The 2
taken 150 prisoners in their move
officers and 49 men of the zompany had GEEEHIXEHEXEHILEFB X LARHE XX
forward. At the crossroad they took 2 Germn 88°'s, one of which was loaded
and also picked up anothgr Us 57mm. In the German CP located in a house

near the CR three officers were taken prisoner snd some mortars captured.
%



i

While Co C was mo. 1g north toward the -rousy 1, Jo i was having a
terrific fire fight in the woods to the cast. "The new CO Lt Willinghoff
was really getting a work out", sald Sol Garduer. ile was doing a good job
but was having heavy casualties, Cold “ardner oriered the company to cease
its fire, sideslip east out ol vhe woods, and then move into the southern
edge of the small patch of woods ( ) a little to the north. Most of the
German troops had meanwhile made thelr way into the northern corner of the
patch, Abouf dark Col Gardner o.dered Co # to clcar out the Germans in the
-woods and move on to the road between ilompre ant the CR occupied by Co G.

At E Co advanced the Jerries moved out ol the woods and went into the houses
alonz the roa@& west of Iompre. The company followed and cleaned out the
houses. From the houses more than 40 prisoners were taken and in the general
area a loaded 82, a halftracx, 3 trucgK load of arawnition and a German staff
car were taken. An enemy Ilark 1V tani was imocied out by bazZooka fire. Then
I 8o dug in along the road. Since it had been impracticnl to employ the &x
tanks in the woods with the two leading Cos tney had mwoved forwar: with Co F
the reserve element.

oxkpazkadx Co F outposted the tan'is at a vosition about 300 yards south-
ea.st of the CR occupied by Co G.

As the Bn advanced on the 2Cth, 0-47s were seen flying overhead taking
supplies into Bastogne. One of the planes crached in front of Co 1 and a
Capt, 1st Lt, and some crew members cane into the company.

During the night of December 2¢ lst Lt Walter Carr ed a small patrol,
consisting of a T/Sgt, Pfc and DIvt, into'Bastoqne. about 1500 yards south
of Bastogne the patrol contacted the outpost line of the 326 LB , 26th Engrs
and was directed to the 07 of the 101st 4/3 in the_tdwn. Lt Carr obtained an
overlay with the disposition of the friendly troops about Bastogne and then
returned with his patrol to his Bn. The same night Col Gardner met with the
comnander of the 10th Arm Inf Bn, sj or Cohen, on his left and made plans

for the 27th. The 10th ad seven tanks with 1t and had considerable more

“infantry troops than the 2nd In, BXSth, 50 1t vms decided to have the 10th



move forward on the momins of the 37th while the <nd Bn, 318th, followed
slightly to the right and rean to clzan u . ny eneny that were nissed.

At 0800 .on the morning of the 27th Col Gurdner contact d Lt Cass at
the position Co E had occuyied the previous night and received from him
the overlay he had got in Bastogne. Afier toline the information from the
overlay that he wanted, the Col sent the overlay to Gen Dager, the CCB
commander. the Bn then moved north, followings the 10th Arm Inf Bn as plan-
ned. Co E moved east and took l!lompre then ocuupied the high ground north
of the town. Co G pushed north and moved up alongside E on the left. F @o
followed with the tanks. 48 tie Bn advanced tey were fired on by 88°s loc-
ated near L’Ardoislere in the woods to the eact. The tanks answered the
fire with WP ammunition and celled FPor air on the woods. {(Col Gardner said
that our air got 12 88°'s in the woods). The Bin moved noyth without much
resistance until Cp G hit some enemy in the woods to the eacst of Ié Lune
which the 10th had missed. By nighfall of the 27th the Bn had moved to pos?
itions southeast of Assenois. Co T outposted the tanks; the Bn CP was in
Assenois. The night of the 27th Col Gardner reccived a G-2 report that
there were estimated to be 4CO0 enemy troops in the woods to the east sup-
ported by from 25 to 40 tanks. ile cuid there was’nt much he could have done
about it had the enemy offered any threzt becaure of his very much depleted
Bn but he warned his Bn to be especially alert and sweat the night -out.
(The effective strength of the Ba at this time wsu about 187 men).

On the morning of the 2°th the attack Jumped off at 0800 with the 10th
Arm Inf Bn still leading. Cos G and & attac.ed abreast to the northesst
through the woods with G on the lcft and & on the right. Cold Gardner gave
the two Cos a hours to reach the outpost line of the Engineers, which was
the objective. Cp F proceecded without the tanks because the tanks had froz-
en ur during the night and werc not able to push off unti 08303 F Co follow

ed in the wake of the other tvo companies. At exactlty 1000 the Company
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commander of G Co reported to Col tariner lnal the missilon wes complete,

T

the company had reachea the outposct line around Bostogne. Cos E and G then
moved on and occupied the buildingse alony the main road in the southeast
corner of Bastogne. F Co, which durings the past two day bada veen 1n reserve
because of 1ts low combat strensth -ac put on outoost for the Bn., Besides
the companies 25 men there was the UBn AT Plat of 3- &E7mn guns and 2 H'G's,
During the aftermoon the men ol companies # and G ot varmed up and into
some drg clothing. In the evenin: the Bn en,joyed » belated Christras dinner
with turkey and 41 the trimmincss. Jince the rations bad been drawn for 350
men, there was ample food for a#l1l. Col Gardncr caid the Bn fed troops from
miscellaneous units in Bastogne with the excess food. “he night of the 28th
Co & relieved Co ¥ at the outpost, thus affordineg the latter an opportunity

to get warm and dry and to partake of the Christmas dinner,
(Suvrplemental Notes:) The 2nd Bn 31&th wa attached to CCB, Col Gardner
said there was little communication or ord<rs which traveled from the rear
forward. He said the accomplishermt of the mission was left largely to the
Bn Commander. Therefore communication was mostly laterally. He said further
that he received excellent cooperation from the 10th Arm Inf Bn, commanded
by Major Cohen, that was on his left znd that the tonks from the 8th Bn in
direct support of his Bn worked well with his troops and were very helpful.
le sald the use he made of the tanks depended on the terrain and the enemy
resistance., Sometimes the tanks moved abreact of the infantryl Av other time
they followed until feasible routes for their movements could bhe reconnoitr-
ed. They were used to fire into the woods but wer: generally not put in the
woods. JBAY He said their fire kept the enemy resistance down in good meny
instances and contributed markedly to the moral of the infantrymen. Each
night the tanks were outposted by infantrymen. Col Gardner said that he was
always worried about his risht flank because COA did not advance abreast CC
lle said, howeverm he knew that JC& was advancing becouse firing could be
heardcontinually to the right .rear of the Bn. During the operation there wa
little artillery fire but there wes plenty of fire from automatic weapoms
and Nebelweurfer. The 22nd FA Bn was in ‘direct support of the 2nd Bn 318th.
anddid a good job said Lt. Col Gardner, he said that the reenforcements re-
ceived had generally not been qualified as infantrymen. One example he gave
was that of one group of 79 replacenents 1eceived only four were infantrymen
and XH& of the four 3 were returned to duty men.
Following officers were in the Bn: Lt Col Glern i Gardner- Co Bn, Major
John P Woods- Ex O Bn, Capt Prentiss Foreman- Bn 53-3, 2nd Lt. John Shuford-
Bn 5-2, Lt Mathew Dwyer- Bn S-1, Capt Rex O Kirkman- CO of Co E, 1st Lt
Edmund A Willinghoff-CO of Co & (Main CO), lst Lt John R Singleton-CO of Co
F, Capt Ernest M Stallings- CO of Co G, Capt Tandy E Jacxkson-CO of Co H.

When the 2nd Bn 318th reached Bastogne G Co had 2 officers, F Co 1
officer and E Co 1 officer.

During the 1lst day’s action at Chaumont, 4 aid men carried back over
100 casualties=--most of which were in,jured by smallarms fire.



