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SUBJEGT: Comments of the Commanding Officer on After Action Report for
. month of February 1945, ST |

0 fe Tﬁe Ad jutant General, Washington, D. C.
| - =]

1. Hecommendations and comments concurred in.

2, If the present policy of attaching Tank Destroyers and Tanks to
the Direct Support Battalion as reinforcing artillery is to be continued
it is strongly recommended that the T/0 and T/E of the Direct Suppert
Battalions be changed to include several additional staff officers (Liaison

Officers) plus extra communications and survey personnel, and additional .

- radios, wire commmication eguipnent and fire control instruments to handle |
these attachments, The officers would seryve as artillery instructors and
supervisors and the added personnel and equipment would ‘be used to tie in
and control such attachments. Under present T/0's the Tanks and Tank

| Destroyers lack the necessary personnel and experience to satisfactorily

perform their secondary role. Hence there is a heavy drain on the personnel

and facilities of|the Direct Support Battalion often at a cost to its efficiency:

which mullifies| the gains of added fire power from Tank 'I:}'estroyérs and Tanks.

I/ i

D, J. MINAHAN,
Lt.lcol‘, r. AD’
Comuanding,
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~ . . HEADQUARTHRS
. 3LUTH FIELD3ARTILLIRY BATTALION
APO # 80, U. S. ARMY

| 5 Mareh 1945,

Action Against Enemy During Month of February 1945,

|
Genersl, Washington, D. C. |

SECTION I

A. Tocation of‘Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Iuxemboure, Headqﬁarters Battery

95323690, Battery UAM 9507637336, Battery "B" 9537937436,
~ Battery "6" 9470036367, Service Battery 96903200, Battery
"DW 9573737830 \

Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

Be
8s Atfached Units: 2nd Platoon, Company "CW, 802 TD Battalion, reinforcing
e ‘ 974th & 5l2th Field Artillery Battalions.

C. Missions Fired: 13 -~ 133 rounds,

] as Concentrations: 7

D. Remarks:

a. Weather:

2 February 1945

Cloudy with rain.

A. Tocation of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Iuxembourg. Headquarters Battery
il B 95323690, Battery AV 9507637336, Battery "B 9537937436,
Battery "C", 9U70036367, Service Battery 96903200, Battery
| | . | 'D¥ 9573737830, g |
' B. | Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. :
1 2. Attached Units: 2nd Platoon, Cempany %G, 802 TD Battalion, reinforcing’
: it 974 & 512th Field Artillery Battelions. | |
C. Missions Fired: | 5 - 75 rounds. i
as Concentrations: 2 registrations.
D. Remarks: ' |
a. Weather: "Fa'ir (thaw in process).
3 Pebruary 1945 ‘ .
A. Iocation of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Luxembourg, Headquarters Battery
95323690, Battery !at 9507637336, Battery "BM 9537937436,
Battery "CU 9470036367, Bervice Battery 96903200, Battery
| X "D 9573737830, ; !
f B.  Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. e :
| & Attached Units: Reinforeing 974th & 5l2th Fisld Aritinery Battalions.
| C. Missions Fired: 17 - 151 rounds. '
i 2. Concentrations: 9 : !
D. Reémarkss = | ) ot
a. Weather: (Cloudy changing to fair. : ;
b, Comments & recommendations: At 1000 2nd Platoon, Company "G, go02 TD
i Battalion was released of attachment to the battalion for fire control.
|
4 Pebruary 1945 . ‘ : |
: A. Location of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Iuxembourg. Headquarters Batsery
| | - 95323690, Battery "AU 9507637336, Battery "B 9537937436,
! Battery 0" 9U70036367, Service Battery 96903200, Battery
g DO T AT ZTE30 il : [
‘./ =T : ‘ - Q
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Be

C.
Da

5 February 1945

Missiont Direct support of 3181;11 Infantr,,r Reg,lmen’c.

a. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A", 91 CML Battalion, reinforcing
: 974 & Hl2 Field Artillery Battalions.

Missions Fired: =~ 5 - 83 rounds :

Remarkss
a. Westher: Cloudy with rain.

b, Comments and|recommendations: 1 Platoon, Company "At, 91 CML Battalion
. attached for |fire controls ! .

A
E.

c.
D.

Tocation of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery
| 95323690, Battery "A" 9507637336, Battery "BY 9537937436,
Battery "C" 9573737830, Service Battery gu7330, Bat‘aery o

9635740901,

‘Mission: D:Lrectf support of 318th Infantry Reglment.

8. Attached Unitst 1 Platoon, Company uav. 191 CML Bat’sallon, reinﬁorclng
: 974 & 512 Field Artillery Battalions. Company "A", 811 ID

Mlssions F:Lrecl: 13- 75 rounds, - Battalion attached.
Remarks:
s« Weather: Rain. ‘ _ '
b. Comments and recommendations: Company "A%, 811 TD Battalion attached to

. Dbattalion for fire control. "D Battery displaced to forward position at

0930, "C* Battery displaced to position PD¥ Battery vacated.

6 February 1945

A

B

Co

" Location of Unit: 1/2 mile Hor‘bh of Heller, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery

| 95323690, Batbery "A' 9507637336, Battery 'B" 9537937436,
| Battery MGV 9573737830, Service Battery 947330, Battery HDM
; || 9635740901

Migsions| Direct‘ support of 318th Infantry Regiment, ,i,

Ca. Attached Umts. 1 Platoon, Company "A",91 CML Battalion; Company nan

81l TD Battalion, reinforcing 9711-1711 & 5121;h Field Artillery
: i Battalions. .

Missions Fired: | 50 - 1298 rounds.

Remarks: f

a. Weather: Rain and cloudy.

b. Comments & recommendations: Fired preparation from 0220 until 0300 (5 Eour)
and accompanying fire from 0%00 to 0%25 for adVance of our infantry across
OQur River. | ‘ ! .

7 February 1945

- As

Be

Co
D.

Tocation of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery
i 95323690 Battery MAP 9507637336 Battery "B 9537937436,
| Battery "OM 9573737830, Service Battery 9)47330 Battery DY
, wili| 9635THO90L. i
‘Mission? Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiments |
a. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A", 91 CML Battalion; Companmy "AY
S . 811 TD Battalion, relnforclng 974 & 512 B‘lem Artillery
: Battalions.
Miselons Fired: 35 - 1168 rounds.
Remarks:

Ze Weathér: Hain and cldudy.

SEGRZE.E{'
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g February 19U45. A N o . »
2. Toocabion of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery
e T 95323690, Battery "AN 9507637336, Batbery "BY 9537937436,
Battery HcH 9573737830 Service Battery 947330, Battery “D"
963574091,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318%th In:fan’ox'y Regiment.
" a. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A", 91 CML Battalion; Company "AF
' g1l TD Battalion, reinforcing 974 & 512 Field Artillery
: Battalions.
C. Missions Fired: M ; ‘ |
D. Remarks' i : Ly :
' Weather: Ra;n) and cloudy. I
b. Comments & rec?mnendatlons. A% 1240 fired 20 mlnute oregaratlon for attack
of 318th Infan’cry and followed by lO minnte accompanylng flre.

9 February 1945 ’ : .
A. ILocation of Unit: | 1/2 m:.le Noxrth of Haller, Luxem"bourg. headquarters Battery
| 95323690, Battery "AM 9507637336, Battery "B 9537937436,
| Battery "G" 9573737830, Service Battery 947330, Battery "D!
, - 9635740901, ,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Reglment.
8. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A", 91 CML Battalion; Company "A%
! ] ' ‘811 ID Battalion, reinforcing 974 & 512 Field Artillery |
I Sk / . Battalions.
G. Missions Fired: 15 - 562 rounds. t
D. Remarks: ‘ | L
8. Weather: - Clouﬁy. SRt 4 :
b« Comments & rec%)mmenda*aions. Battalion & reinforeing ‘pattalions fired 10
' minute preparation at 1800 for lst Battalion, 318th Infantry.

|| 10 February 1945 ; -

A. Iocation of Unit: 1/2 mile North of Haller, Luxembourg. lHeadquarters Ba’stery

' | 95323690, Battery "A" 9507637336, Battery "Bt 9537937436,
|Battery or 9573737830, Service Battery 947330, Batteny nph

. . 963574090 L.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Reglment.

a. Attached Units; 1 Platoon, Company "A", 91 CML Battalion; Company "AM

811 "™ Battalion, re:;.nfo.cc:mb 974 & B12 Field Artillery
‘Battalions.

¥

0. 'Missions Fired-ly
D, Remarks: = S
2. Weather: Cloudy. : .
b, Comments and recommendations: Preparation fired for Red at 0720.
. Preparation fired for White at 1205.

| 11 February 1945 e : '
A, Iocation of Upnit: Beanfort, Luxembourg. Headguarters Battery 95753035, Battery
b HAm 966uauozou Battery "B" 9616740125, Battery "OM 9638540206,
: Battery "pH 963571%0901 Service Battery 94733%0.
B. Mission: Direct support of %18th Infantry Regiment,
. a. HAttached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A", 91 CML Battalion; Company MAM g1l D
) Battalion, reinforeing 9’{1i & 512 Field Art:.llery Battalwns.
G. I\@issions Fired: 21 - 280 rounds.
D, Remarks:
a. Weather: C.Louay with rain. :
b. Commentsl& recommendations: Battalion displaced to forwsrd posa.tion at 1030.
: Closed at 1200, d:.stemce 4200 yerds,
| il

i
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12 February. 191;5

A.

B,

Tocation of Umt- Beanfort Taxembourg. Hea&qua:cters Battery 95753935, Bat~.
tery HAlM 960’481403011- Battery HBY 9616740125, Battery "O!
9638540206, Service Battery 947330, Battery "D" 96357140901.
H:Lss:r.on | Dlrec\t support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

- Attached Units. 1 Platoon, Compeny "A" 91 CML Battelion; Compaw L

Ce
D

811 TD Battalion; Company "B 702| Tk Battalion; 1 section
558 Fleld Artillery Batbtalion. Reln:form.nﬂ' 974 & 512
| Field Artillery Battalions. i
M:Lssa.ons 1W!‘i.x'ed.'l 39 - 875,

Remarkss - e

2. Weather: dloudy
be Comments & Jrecommendatlons. Fired a 15 nminute orepara’c:.on ab llKO for
. lst Battalion.

13 February 1945

A.

B.

C.
D,

Tocation of Unit: Beaufort, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery 95753935, Bat—
tery MANW 96611-83-1030)4 Battery #B" 9616740125, Battery "o
; G 9638540206, Service Battery 947330, Battery "D' 9635740%01.
Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiments . :
a. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A" 91 CML Battalion' Company "A“
811 TD Battalion; Company "BY 702 Tk Battalionjy 1 section
558 Field Artillery Battalion. ZReinforcing 974 & 512
el Field Artillery Battalions.
Missions Fired: 33 - 746 rounds.
‘Remarks; ' I
a., Weather; Cloudy to fair , : . :
b. OComients & recommendations: Company "BY 702 Tk Battalion left our control
at 150()‘ - | -

14 February '1'91{5 |l

A

B.

8

De .

Location of Unit: Beanfort, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery 95753935, Bat-.
; | . tery UA" 96648LOZ0L, Batbery MBH 06167140125, Battery "o® ,
M &l 9638540206, Service Battery 947330, Battery "DV 96357H0901.
‘Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
a. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "A' 91 CML ﬁat’cal:on’ 2 section 558
| ' Field Artillery Battalion. Reinforcing 974th Field
i »Artillery Battalion. : '
Missions Fired: 55 =~ 1567 rounds. «
Remarkss L
a» Weather: Fair.
be Comments & recommendations: Company WAl 811 TD Battallon left our control
: at 0930. Pired 12 mirmte prepa:ca’cn.on for 3rd
Battalion at 1642,

15 Pebruary 1945

£

B.

Ca

Ds .

Iocation of Unit: Besmfort, Luxembow g. Head.quarters Batiery 95753935, Bat-
| tery "M 96648YO30L, Battery "BF 9616740125, Battery Mot 7
Sl e 96385k0206, Service Battery 947330, Battery "D! 96357140901.
Mission: Direet support of 318th Infantry Regiment. :
a» Atbached Units: 1 Platoon, Company "AM 91 CML Battalion, Section 5HE
Fleld. Artillery Battalion. Reinfercing 512 & 974 Field
“rtillery Battalions.

Missions Pired: 21 - 679 rounds,
Remarks: ;

e e S

as Weather: Fair. ~ SEGREER
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16 Februery 1945
L, Tocation of Unit: Beaufort, Iuxembourg. Headquarters Battery 95753935, Bat-
: L ! tery VAN 96648N0304, Battery "B" 9616740125, Battery feH
i = /9638540206, Service Battery 947330, Battery "DY 968701;2215.
B. Mission: | Direct support of 318th Infantry Reginent.
8. |Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Company PA" 91 ML Battalion, Section 558 Field
| Artillery Babttelion. Reinforcing 97Uth Field: .A.r‘billery
: e I8 Battalion.
C.. Missions Firedi| 26 — 869 rounds.
D. Remarks: i :
a. Weather: 'Fa:u‘. , : :
b.. Comments & a‘eeommendatlons. Taree officers of AAF visited battalion in
afternoon to see how a light battalion operated.

17 Febmary 1945
A. Iocation of Unit: Beanfort Inxembourg. Headquarters Bettery 95753935, Bat-
tery "AUM 966U8HOIOL, Battery "BY 96167h0125, Battery "CF
9638540206, Service Battery 947330, Battery DI 9687042215,
. B, HMission Diredt sapport of 31&th Infantry Regiment.
8. Attached Units: 1 Platoon, Compsny "A" 91 CML Battelion, Section 558 Field
| Artillery Battalion. Reinforcing 97Uth Field Artillery
; . Battalion.
O M:.ssions I‘lred' 39 = 788 rounds.
D. Remarks: |
' 2. | Weather: | Fogzy.
H . Comments & |recommendationsi F:.red. Coxrps count er-'battery preparation
' ! ! : starting at 0515 to 051¥3. Fired preparatlon
for 318th Infantry at 0545 to 1615.

Lt
| |

18 .Be'bruary 945 | o '
As Location of Un:: t: Beaufort, Luxembourg. Headqaarters Battery 95753935, Bat-
tery MAM 9661381103% Battery "B" 9616740125, Battery "(
: ' 9638540206, Service Battery 947330, Battery "DV 97789ULNIC.
- B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. fie
 as Attached Units: © 1 Platoon, Company "A' 91 CMI Ba.ttahon, Section 558
Field Artillery Battalion.

0. - Missions Fired: &7.
D, Remarks: None.

19 February 1945 |
A. Location of Unit: Deamnfort, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery 95753935, Bat-

: tery HAM 966148140304 Battery "B" 9616740125, Battery "W
[ - 96335110206 Service Battery 947330, Battery "D 97789uMN16,

‘B. Mission: Direct support of 3‘181;11 Infantry Regiment. |
C. Missions Fired: /! '
D, Hemarks: XNones

1t
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20 February 1945 .

|
l
b
i = :
A. Iocation of Unit: Biesdorf, Germany. Headquarters Battery 97604398, Battery .
j - ngw 9'{'732%806 Battery "B" 9776043474, Battery "Cv 9‘(577&3691
, | Service Batbtery 9539, Battery #D" 977894416,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infemtry B.eglment. !
C. Missions Fired: |20
D. Remarks: Hone. |
|
21 February 1945 r

‘ Biesdorf, Germeny. Headquarters Battery 97604398, Battery

A 9773243806, Battery "B 97760434TH, Battery foM 97577u3b91
Service Battery 9744, Battery D! 9778914-4%16

B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

€, Missions Fired: 3l. :

D, Remarks: None.

A, ‘Location of Unip:

22 February 1945 : ;
A. location of Unit: Hommerdingen, Germany. Headquarters Battery 98331'652
‘Battery "A" 9776147033, Battery "B 97570%‘{107, Battery
= Mg 9800347067, Battery "DV 98028L47LHLS, Service Battery g7kl
B, Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Reglment.
C. Missions Fired: Lg.
D. Remarks. Hone.

23 Rebruary 1945 v £t
A. ‘Location of Unit: Hommerdingen, Germany. Headquarters .'Ba.ttery 983314652,
A Battery "A" 9776147033, Battery "BY 9757047167, Battery
7 , ! "gh. 9800347067, Battery "DP 96028)-?{)411-8, Service Battery 97k,
‘B, Mission' Direct support of 318th I_afa.ntry Regiments |
C. Missions Piredd 2U.
D. ZRemarks: None.

!

24 Pebruary 1945
A. Iocation of Unit: Hutbingen, Germany. Headguarters Battery 96864913, Battery -
7l Al 9776147033, Battery "B 97570”7167, Battery fCH 95‘3003’4'/067.'
? Battvery "D 9717249227, Service Battery 97l+1+. , ‘
B. Missiont Direct support of 318th Infantry Resiment.
C. Missions Fired: 11.
D. Remarks: Battalion CP and Battery "D' displaced to positions shown at 13 345,

25 Februsry 1945
A. Iocation of Unit: Feilsdorf, Germany., Headquarters Battery O4L65USY, Battery
Lo tan oh65u5n749, Battery "BY 0450354619, Battery "CM ohlieo-
. 54781, Battery "D! OU9325481E, Service Battery 974l

B, Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Beglment.

0. Missions Fired: 5. '

D. BRemarks: Battalion displaced forward to positions now o cecupied at 10740, closed

at 1355, distance 12 miles.

SECRE
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26 F ebruary 1945

A

. B
C.
D,

Tocation of Umir Teilsdorf, Germany. Headouarters Battery 04165454, Battery

A 0%51;5471;9, Batvtery "B# 0450354619, Battery foH O)-U-}ZO-
| 54781, Battery "D" OM93254818, Service Battery 97, |

Mission: Direct support of 3i8th Infantry Regiment.
Missions Fired'd
Remarks: None, |

27 i‘e’oruary 1945 ,

i

B.
ol
Ds

location of Tﬁnit: Wiersdorf, Germany. Headquarters Battery 08105719, Battery

naw 089705{837, Battery "B 0951957940, Battery "C¥ 09305-

: e 57984, Battery D" 0919958128, Service Battery 0052.  °
Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. |

Missions Hired:

Remarks: Battalnon dlsplaced. to present pos:.t:.ons starting at 0940, closed at

2 1110 dlsta.nce 10 miles. Battalion still in general . s%ppo_rt of 80th Division

Art:n.llery.

28 February 1945

Av

B.

C.

Do

Iocation of Uni$s; Wiersdorf, Germany. Headguerters .Ba,tt ery 08105719, Battery
llis= | HAW 0897@57837, Battery "B 0951957_%0 Battery "C" 0828357901,
- . | Babttery U"DW 0919958128, Service Ba’ctery 00524
Missions Direc’c support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
Missions Fired: | 25. _
Remarks: A%b 1530 the battalion begaen reinforcing flres of 3l3th Pield Art:.llery
Batta.l:.on.

[ e e e A
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This period was outstanding in that the Division brezched the $iegfried Line
and fought for the first time on German soil. During the first five days of the
month activity of this battalion was confined to check registrations, a few _
observed missions and normal harassing fires. On 6 February ithe Division pushed
off across the Our River after a Y0 minute preparation and 2h minvutes of accom- .
penying fires. || || it ., | |

A Corps Counter-battery phase was fired in addition-fo the Division Artillery
il Preparation. The fire plan for the Combat Team included fires from our two Fein-

i forcing Artillery Battalions, one a medium, a platoon of 4.2 Chemical mortars, a
company of Self-propelled 76mm Tank Destroyers and a platoon of quad B0 caliber Anti-
Aircraft machine guns. The preparation was successful in that little resistence was
enccunt_ere@, althovngh |the rapid current of the swollen river and the wooded rough
terrain were great handicaps. | .

Daily local preparations were fired to suppord the advanice of the Infantry
until the 18th of February when a bridge was finally thrown across the river per~'
mitting the commitment of tanks and tank destroyers. On this date a.forps and
Division Artillery Preparation wWas fired for the expansion and Joining of the
various bridgeheads across the Our River. Rapid progress was made and resistance
localized into o series of strong points and rear guard achions, .

. No further preperation as such was fired during the remainder of the Pperiod
since the Infantry adopted new tactics of night infiltration and daylight mop-up.
Prior to the night jump offs a series of harassing fires on suspected strong points
were fired over a period of several hours before the jump off. The Infantry plan
was quite successful and much ground was taken with comparatively light losses.

On the 25%h of February the Uth Armored Division was committed and advanced |
rapidly to the Hortheast. This battalion was given a general support mission
|»  reinforeing the.fires of the 313th Field Artillery Battalion until the end of the
il neried., _' ! | : :

|

I

The permanent deflenses of the Siegfried Iine in our sector consisted chiefly
. of bunkers and pill boxes which were used primarily as troop shelter. Ia no
instance was firing from these bunkers reported, all resistance coming from out-
side dug-in positions. Many covered firing pits were eancountered in the Infantry
advance through the forest at the gite of the Piver crossing.

Lack of good maps and photos made accurate locations of Infantry front lines
difficult during the initial phase of the operation resulting in poor close-in
support of the Infantry. Many identification rounds were fired for orientation
purposes. Later in thée period when night infiltrations were made high-burst
identification rounds marked objectives and geve direction to patrols. : g

Guite a few precigion edjustments were made on point bargets such as dugouts,
tanks, and observation posts, with best results obtained by using the highest

- Remarks and Comments |

Possible powder charge with its lower probable error. Direct|hits were made. wi th-
out excessive smmunition expenditure. Two tanks were set on fire in this manner. .
Exzcellent resulis wefrq obtained using White Phosphorus shell as an ingendiary for
building destruction, | High Bxplosive was used for adjustment| changine to White
Phosphorus for effect after applying necessary corrections for the difference in |
weight of projectiles. ] ‘ - b

| ' Our many end veried attachments during this period were more of a hindrance

then help most of the time. One light and one medium Field Artillery Battalion
are more than enough reinforcing Artillery for a direct sUpport battalion during

S EBECRET i
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any operationa. The 4.2 Chemical mortars, although doing excellent work on
several smoke and high! explosive missions, are difficult to keep in firing
positions where they cen be utilized to best advantege. The rocket mounted
tanks with their terrific fire power can not be used for close in support

. and because of their short range are also difficult to keep in firing position.

| Better use of them coulld be made if supervised by the advance Infantry battalions.

||| Tonks and Tsuk Destroyers when used in thelr secondary roll as Artillery ere. good
harassing weaspons but zre a burden on a direct support babttalion. The 155 SP gun
is an excellent weapon but can not be efficliently controlled py a direct support
battalion when used iz its primery roll. When all the above are given to a
battalion at one time it is physically impossible to utilize 'each effsctively
and efficiently resulting in a great loss of available fire power.

:  RICHARD J/éﬁ.:mon ,

Major, FA,
§=3.

SECRET
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13 Februarv 1945 =28 Februdry l9hb.

During the period of 1 bebruary l9hb to 7 February 1945, JluLn Field Artillery
Battalion was in olrecthupport of the 318th Infantry Regiment which had the mission
of defending along the Qur River from 975420 to 985396 (Sheet 1 1), 1AM Gompany,
811 Tank Destroyer Battéllon, First Platoon, 558 Field Art1llevy Battalion, npH

.Compdﬂy, 702 L ank; Batbalion snd one Platoon 91 Chemical hortarp were attached to

this Battalion dnd the @7& Field Artillery Battalion were reinforcing our fires. 411
were surveyed in so as o coordinate their fires, [ive CfroundIk."‘bc;er“\rat3.on Posts were
established land manned pienty-four hours a day. The manning oi these Ubservation Posts
wéas shared bebweeq 31hth Field Artillery Battalion and the 974un Field Artillery
Battalion., From & rebru,rj 1945 to 22 February 1945 the Combat Team 318 had a mission
of crossing the Our Biver and attacking and desbroying the Selb;rjcd line., The 974th
Field Artillery Battalion, one Platoon 91 Chemical lortars, one Platoon of "BY Company
702 Tank Battalion equipped with rockets and one Platoon of 558th Field Artillery
Battalion were attached to 31hth Field Artillery Battalion, The self-propelled guns

of the 558th Field Artillery Battalion were used for direct laying on pill boxes or
fortified houses that were holding up the advance of Combat Team 318, From 23 Februsry

»

1945 to 28 February 1945 the Combat Team 318 was given the mission of defending the

bridgehead across the Owur River while the Fourth Armored Division passed through,
This was an aggressive defense, pushing forward without interfering with the movement
of the Fourth Armored Divisilon.:

Adr ObserVatlon maé coordinated during the period with bh@ reintoreing Field
Artillery Bdbnallon 1n aUCh a way that alr observation was continuous, wsather per-
mlttlng 4 |

Lach ;nldnyry Gompany of 318th Infentry Regiment had a “o”waru Observer with it

. at all times during the perioa. The first part of the period ghe Ubservers had to work

in thickly wooded areas|and were unable to accurately locate elemd targets, As a
resullb (it was necessary to cover large areas with artillery LLre in order to help the
advance of the Infdﬁtry Unit, Durlng the actual crossing of the Our River Observation

Posts were manned on the high ground above the river., Observers adjusted smoke in

front of pill boxes thal were able to observe the actual crossing, This hindered the
enemy's adjustment of fire upon the crossing site and helped our Lnfdnnry in crossing.
These Observation kosLs|were kept in operation umtil the Lnfnnvry had advanced beyond
ooservUtlon. : :

In order for Fomyard Observers te report their location while in wooded areas
when their Infantry Units were advancing at a SteadJ pace, they had to stop and set
up their radies znd then report, In this kimd of a situstion Lhey had to be given
good protectlon.bj the lniantry for when they dropped behind to set up radios they
viere harrassad by enemy snlpers.

When the Infantry got into open coumbry it was found that the gulleys were
covered by artillery ilre. If the Observer stayed with the Company Commander he. was
pinned down most of the time and was of little use to the Infantry. When he was
given protection and went to high ground he wos able to give his Infantry a&ll the
artillery support needed and also kept his own orgunladxlon informed of the progress
of the troops. -

Maps of 1/50000 and 1/25000 meter grid were. issued to us 1n large enough quantities
to satisfy the needs of! the Battalion but the attached units were not issued them by

i
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their parent organizatic a.nd we had to supply them, Wh we have many Units
attached as We had dulr'lnD this perlod the normal issue of ma,ps is ‘em;lrely inade-

guate.
e MICHAEL F. HENEGHAD ‘
ol : | Captaln, F, A,
| S~ | ;
@
|
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SECTION III

1st February 1945 to 28 February 1945:

|

A :Supply functions [throughout the period were satisfactorys. Reports are
rendered by respective classifications. '
CLASS I. |

~ | . ! 1 . :
Rations have been issued satisfactorily with the except%on.of condiments.

. i
[ : |

CLASS II

Clothing issues Aave been satisfactory with the exception of field jackets
and various size shoes. Bguipment isgsues have improved but shortages still exist
in such items as scotch tape, acetate and other expendable items reguired for use

‘in battelion fire direction. Due to the number of forward observation teamsg

employed there is considerable use of BA 40 batteries for our radlos and the
issues have been inadegquate,

CLASS III

Requirements have been met satisfactorily.
: |
! CLASS ¥ |
Ammuni tion rbsupnly has been very satisfactory. A pumber of primers on the
25 pounder ammunitlon(have been found defective. S
| |
_ ‘ MOTOR NOTES |
H |
There is a critlgal shortaée of hot patches for tlre repair and shortages
still exist in tires snd tubes for 1/% ton and 2—1/2 ton vehicles., TReplacements
for worn tire chains have been requ151tlonea but these have been only partially
replaced.

HMEDICAL NOTES
Medical supply and evacuation has been very satisfactory.
I { ] I

- Recommendations: |

1, |That the issue of green vegetables be increased and that condiments
be issued more often and in larger quantities,

2. |That the allowance of; BA 40 radio batteries be 1ncreased to Field
(Artillery Battallons.

2, That expendable% such as acetate and scotch tape be 1saued more often
apd in larger quantities.

L, That tire chains be made available. ; //,uf
WILIITAM H. HASSERT .
Capt., 31llith FA Bn.. :
Supply Officer. '
S EGCRET |
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e SECTION IV
1 February 19h5 ~ 28 Hebruary l9h5

Administrative mamter handied thru message center durlng|the month amounted |
o approximately 750, 1Fems.

AT schedules ‘on. %dmlnlstramlve reports were maintained durlng the perlod
thru normsl message center channels despite adverse weabher @?d poor road conditions.

Mbnthly receipt of mail. awoumted o approx1mabely 3000 letters and 200 packages.
Personnel of the Battalion purchased approximabely $7,500.00 worth of money orders
vaad #$375.00 worth of air mail stamps and envelopes through the ‘Babtalion Mail Clerk

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Flgures taken from S-1 Reports and Merning Reports to
and. including 28 February 1945 for the perlod 1 FeoEiS

10 28 Feb=l5. ).
ENLISTED MEN

DATE ~ KIA DOW WIA IIA WMIA TOTAL RTD's  NEG
1 Feb ' = | : ‘ i,
8 Feb ; ' :

9 Feb -
10. Feb
11 Feb el |
12 Feb il | i
13 Feb I
15 Feb. | ) il ;
16 Feb it :
17 Feb Bl
19 Peb Pt
21 ¥eb
22 Feb iD=t |
23 Feb . i : 1
2l Feb. | ; :
25 Feb _ i
26:-Febn i

TOTAL - 2 | | 1p e Qe 7Ty
OFFICERS

ot

oM
N MR HwWww

TN [l S SR S SR N

10 Feb 1
17 Feb |
19 Feb i

23 byl > b | 1
MOTATI S Sl FoTg

: ol

UL [

— o v e
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BATTLE ‘CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY

CANNON COMPANY 318TH INFANTRY

(Flgures taken from S-1 Reports and Mornming Reports uisto

and including 28 February‘19h5 for the period 1 Feb
to 28 Feb-l5.)
_ i) : ENLISTED MEN
DATE KDA | DOW |WIA IIA MIA TOTAL  RID's . NBO |
5 Feb 2 ‘ 2 . L |
15 Feb T 1
16 Feb 1 R o 1 o
o5 Feb i ‘ <
261 Feb '. 1 |
TOTAL [l 2 Ik 6
| OFFICERS
16 Feb 1 ‘ 1
TOTAL

1 : =
 PRISONERS OF WAR GAPTURED
None

REINFORGEMEWTS RECEIVED
(Including Hospital Reburnees)

ENLISTED MEN -

DATE : NO,

L, Feb i

5 Feb ¢ 1

6 Feb 122

9 Feb 3

10 Feb 1
11 Feb -2
13 Feb 1
1l Feb 5
15 Feb 2
16 Feb 2

17 Feb L
18 Feb L

22 Feb 3

23 Feb (4. |
26 Feb Dl !
28_Fe'b,-; 15| .‘
TOTAL % ' ; 35 .

 OFFICERS

AN EebL T o 1

28 Feb 1

TOTAL o

=

SBCRLT
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DECLASSIFIED

1?EI1\11“ORCMNTS BECEIV”D

DATE

6 Feb
1l Feb
26 Feb

TOTAL

2 Feb

28 Feb
TOTAL -

OFFICERS

. . (Including Hospital Returnees)
QANNON COMPANY 318TH INFANTRY

- ENLISTED MEN -

=
L 3

w I!—-'P-I—-’i

) ll—"f—-'

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Decorations awsrded from 1’Feb-h5 to 28 Feb-lLH incl..

e

NO.

10 Bronze Star hﬁ[edals
1 Qak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze Star Medal
2 Silver Star Medals
L Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal

AWARDS AND D.uCORAfIONS
Decora’dlons awarded from 1 Feb-L5 o 28 Feb-L45 incl.

CANNON GOMPANI 31.8TH II\TFANIRY

Mo,

L
SECRET

e e e

L Bronze Star Medals

JJ F. ROARK w

I\,&agor, 31Lth FA Bn,
S-1
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