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. HEADQUARTERS
= } 314TH FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION
APO # 80, Us S. Army

5 February 1945.
SUBJEGT: After Action Reports for Month of Jamuary 1945.
T0 . : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. GC.
R |

1. Transnlttedlherew:.th are After Battle Reports for Jarmary 1945 in

accordance with| Manorandlm 6, Headquarters, 80th Infantry: D1Vislon, dated

- 26 Augus’o 191;&. _ 4

D. J. MINAHAN,
Lbo COl., F Ao,
: \ : Connnandlng. :
Report Against o ! i
Enemy for Japuary 1945. ‘
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. HEADQUARTERS
3141 FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
 APO.# 80, U, S. Ammy

| 5 February 19L+5

Comments of | Commarﬁing Uff:n.cer Cover:.ng After Actl.on Reports for

Perlod 1 Ja.x"mary 1945 to 31 Jemuary l9l+5 i |
‘I‘he Adgutani: General, Washington, D. C. iz (
| R .

Camments and recomendations concurred in. No additional comment s,
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= [l  D. J. MINAHAY,
l g Sl Coti, e A
BRI | Commanding. .
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=  HEADQUARTHRS L
. 314TH FIELD ARPILLERY 'BATTALION
AP0 7 80, U. S. ARNY

4 February 1o45.

SiIBJE,CT:‘ fiepor-i: A'f;if;,.er‘ Action Against Enemy During Honth of J;!anuary 191L5.

70 + The Adjutent General, Washington, D. C. |

| - ‘ !
! SECTION I :

1 January 1945

2 Jamuary ;1‘9)-}5 |

A. Iocation|of Unlt: 2 miles NW of Berg, Luxembourg. Headquarters Batiery
|| 79693793, Battery AV 785U1373U3, Battery "BY 7883037442,
Battery "M 7865237726, Battery "DY Welsdorf, Imxembourg
: . 80073731, Service Battery, Pettingen, Luxembourg 8231.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Resiment. '
- &« Reinforcing Unit: 752nd Pield Artillery Battalion,
C» Missions Fired: 23 - U68 rounds. :
8. Concentrations: Ground OP's - 2 ’ .
) Air OP's - 3 '
D.. Remarks: ‘ }
a« Weather: Xair, visibility extraordinarily good,

A. Tocation of Unit: 2 miles NW of Berg, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery
R 79693793, Battery "M 785U1373U3, Hattery "B" 78830374k,
. Battery "C" 7865237726, Battery "DH ‘Welsdorf, Luxembourg,
| g 80073731, Service Battery, Pettinzen Iuxembourg 8231, |
B, WMission:| Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment, |
as. | Reinforcing Unit: 752nd Field Artillery Battalion.
C. Missions Firedy 28 - 559 rounds. !
as Goncen’cre%t:ﬁons: Ground OP's - 3 |
iR A= AMr OP's - 2 |
D. Remarks; i |
as Weather: [Fair.

3 Jamuary 1945 | : £
A. location of Unit: & miles WW of Berg, Iuxembourg. Headquarters Battery |
19693793, Battery "Av 78541373U3z, Battery BN 78830374k2,
| Battery "C" 7805237726, Battery "DY Welsdorf, Iuxembourk
il 80073731, Service Battery, Pettingen, Iuxembourz 8231, |

B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
2. Reinforcing Unit: 752nd.Field Artillery Battalion.
C» Missions Fired: 13 - 373 rounds.
a. Concentrations: HNone.
D. Remarks: :
a. Weather: Cloudy with snow.
Y Janvary 1945 ' .
A. TLocation of Unit: 2 miles NW of Berg, ILuxembourg. Headquarters Battery _
' 79693793, Batbtery WA 7854137343, Battery "B 7883037ul2,
Battery "gN 786523%726, Battery DY Welsdorf, ILuxemboursg
80073731, Service Battery, Pettingen, ILuxembourg 8231
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. Mission: Direet support of 318th Infantry Reglment.
a. Reinforcine Unit: 752nd Field Artillery Babtalion.
. C. Missioms Fired; |21 - 573 rounds. : e .
as Concentrations: Ground OP's - 2
D. Remarks: |
2. Weather: Glc}udy with snow.

| ;
5 Jamary 1945 | : f ~ : | :
E. TLocation of Unit: 2 miles NW of Berg, Luxembourg, Headquarters Bottery
' 79693793, Battery "4l 7854137343, Battery UB" 78830374k2,
| Battery "GV 7865237726, Battery "D" Welsdorf, Luxemhourg
80073731, Service Battery, Pettingen, Iuxembourg 8231.
B, iission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. ‘
2. TReinforecing Unit: 752nd Pield Artillery Battalion.
¢, Missions Fired: 19 - 572 rounds.
a. Concentrations: Ground OP's - b
Alr OP's - 2

D. Remarks:
: as Weather: Eajrr.

| b January 1945 I - - |
I A, Location of Unit: 2 miles HW of Berg, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery .
79693793, Battery YA 785UL3T3UZ, Battery "B" 788303742,
Battery "GU 7865237726, Battery "D" Haupertshaf, Luxembours
7955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Iuxembourg 8231,
- B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. i
a. Reinforcing Unit: 752nd Field Artillery Battalion. |
C. Missions Fired: |18 - 262 rounds.
a. Concentrations: Forward Qbserver - 1
! Air QP's -~ 1

i

D. Remarks:
as Weather: Cloudy.

7 January 1945 :
~ A. Iocation of Unit:

2 miles NW of Berg, Iluxembourg. Headouarters Battery '
79693793, Battery "A" 7854137343, Battery "S' 7883037442,
Battery ®C" 7865237726, Battery "D' Hemperfshaf, Luxembourg
: 7955738956, Service Battery, Pettimgen, Luxembonrg §231.
B. Mission; Direct| support of 318th Infantry Regiment,
as Reinforcing Unit: 752nd, 191st ¥ield Artillery Battalions.
 C. Higsions Fired: 12 ~ 419 rounds.
gs Concentrations: Nones
Do Remarks: A
s» Veather:  Clondy avd colds: 4
b. 191st Field Artillery Bettalion reinforced our fires starting at 1600,
§ Januapy 1945
A. TLocation of Unit:

2 miles NW of Berg, luxembourg. Headguarters Battery
79693793, Battery "A' 7854137343, Battery "BF 7987037ub2,
Battery "CH 7865237726, Battery "D, Haupertshaf : Luxembonrg
1955738956, Service Battery, Pettinsen, Imzembourg 8231l.
B, Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

8w | Reinforcing Unit: 752nd, 181lst Field Artillery Battolions.
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Missions Fireds 204 308 rounds.

2. Concentrations: Ground OP'S -4

“D. Remarks:
a., Weather: Cloudy with rain.
9 January 1945 ‘ G :
A Locatlon oi'l Unit: ] 2 miles YW of Berg, Luxembou:cb. Headquarters Battery

B.

Ce

D.

79693793, Battery "AM 7854137343, Battery "BY 7883037Ml2,
| Battery MC" 7865237726, Ba tuery MDN Haupertshaf, Luxembourg

‘ . 7955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Luyembour« 8231,
Mission: Direct support of 318th Infentry Regiment. .'
a. Reinforcing Unit: 752nd-191st Field Artillery Battalions.
Missions Fired:! [12 - 128 rounds. |
a. Concentrations: Ground OP's -~ 3 :

Air OP'"S o 3g
Remarks: '

2. Weather: Xair with clouds.

10 Jeammary 1945

Aa

B.

D.

Tocation of Unit: 2 miles NW of Berg, Luxembourg. Headquarbters Battery

79693793, Battery "A" 7854137343, Battery "BV 7833037442,
Battery "G" 7865237726, Battery "D", Haupertshaf, Luxemoour
. 7955738956, Service Battery, fetulnuen Luxembourg 8231.
Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. | : i
z. Reinforeing Unit: 75211&-1913‘5 Field Artillery Battalions.
Misgions Fired: [16 - 243 rounds.
a. Concentrations: Forward Observers — 3 |
: A i Ground. C(P's - Y4 '
' . Alr OP's = 3 : i
Remarks: -2 - il
B Weath-er: Cloudy with ground hagze.

11 January 1945 ; : ' , i

A

Location of Units 2 miles NW of Berg, Lux*em'oourg. Headquarters Battery
79693793, Battery "AM 785U1373UZ. Battery "BY 78€30374k2,
Battery WM ]865437720, Battery "D Haupertshaf, Imxembourg

| | 7955138956, Service Battery, Pettingen, J.au:x:embour¢ 8231, |

Mission: Direct support of 31&th Infantry Regiment.

2o Ralniorculb Unit: 752nd-191lst ¥Fleld Artillery Batte .Llons,.

Missions Fired: 7 - 84 rounds,
a. Concentrations: Forward Cbservers - 1
Air OP's - 2
D. Remarks: -
2s | Weathers: Clogxg.dy.
12 Jamary 19)45 o i
Ao Tocation of Unlt" 2 mileg W of Berg, luxembourg. Headguarters Battery
79693793, Battery "A" 7854137343, Battery "BU 7883037Mke,
Battery WC# 7865237726, Battery VDY, Haupertshaf, Imxembourg
1955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Luxembourg £231.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

‘2. Reinforcing Unit: 752nd-191st Field Artillery Battalions.
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12 Janua:ry 1915, (Cont‘d,)
0. Missions Fired: 3 - )irh FOUHES .
~ a. - Concentrations: None. ‘
D. Remarks: ;
a. Weather: | Cloudy with heavy ground haze. |

13 January 1945 | il
A. TLocation of Unig: 2 mlles W' of Berg, muembourg, Headquarters Battery
! 79693793, Battery VA" 785U1373U3, Battery "B! 7883037h42,
Battery "C! '{36’923'(726 Battery "D Hauwpertshaf, Luxembourg
71955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Luxembourg §231.
B, Mission: [Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
a, Reinforcing Unlit: 752nd-19lst Field Artlllery Battalions,
C. Missions Fired: 14 - 150 rounds.
a. Concentrations: Air OP's - 3
D. Remarks: | : '
a. Weather: | Cloudy changing to fair.

1 January 1045 ) Y
K. Tlocation of Unip: 2 miles KW of Berg, Iuzembourg. Heazdgusriers Batbery
' 79693793, Battery "AN TE5UI3ZT3U3, Battery "B 788703Thk2,
Battery "CY 7865237726, Battery "DY Haupertshaf, Iuxembourg
7955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Inxembourg 8231,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. |
a. Reinforcing Unit: 752nd-191lst Field Artillery Batitalions.
C. -Migsions Fired: 12- 202 rounds.
a, Concentrations: Ground OP's - 3
he i Air OP's - 1 i
D. Remarks; | 3 !
| 8. Wea,ibb__er: :F?‘;air. '

15 Jamary 1945

A. ITocation of Uni

2 miles NW of Berg, Luxembourg. Headcuarters Battery
79693793, Battery "AY 785137343, Battery "BY 7883037442,
Battery "CU 7865237726, Battery "DV Haupertshaf, Luxembour
: 7955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Luxembourg 8931.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infaniry Regiment. |
e Reinforcl;aaj Unit: 752nd-191st Field Artillery Battalions.
C. Missions Fired: 25 - 410 rounds. .
a. Concentrations: Forward Observers - 6
: Alr OP's -8
D. ‘Remarks: :
a. Weather; Fair.

16 Jomuary 1945 . i
A. Iocation of Unit: 2 miles XW of Berg, Iuxzembourg. Headguartere Battery
79693793, Battery "a® 78541373U3, Battery "B 7883037uk2,
Battery "oV 7865237726 Battery "DY Houpertshaf, Iuxembourz
: 7955738956, Service Battery, Pettingen, Lu;xembourg 8231,
B, Mission: Dirvect support of 318th Iufantry Regiment.
a. Reinforcing Unit: 752nd-191lst Field Artillery Battalions.
C. Missions Pired: 17 - 323 rounds. .
2. Concentrations: Torward Observers - 6 :
Ground OP's - 1
. Alr QP'g -~ 2

- D, ERemarks: i
a. Weather: Tair. SECRETDT
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17 danuary 19)4»5 = : . - _
L. Iocation of Unit: 2 miles NW of Berg, luxembourg. Headquarters Battery
\ 79693793, Battery "AM 7(9H13[3M3, Battery “BY 788303742,
Battery "C¥ 7805237726, Battery UDH ﬁ‘eu.len Inmxembourg
. | 79L85U1162, Service Battery, Pettlng,en, Iuxembourg 8231,
. B. Mission: - D1rec i support of 318th Infantry Regiment .
ae helnforc:.nb fnit: 752nd-191st Field Artillery Battalions.
C. Missions Fired: ;23 - 326 rounds. _ I
Boe. Concen’oratlons. ‘*orwaré. Observers - 2
' Ground OP's -~ 1 . !

D. BRemarks: -
a2+ HMovement; | '"DF Baitery moved forward 2000 yards so @s to be in better
lposition to support Infantry.
b. Weather: Cloudy with snow flurries,

18 Jamary 1945
" A. location of Unit: 2 miles NW of Berg, Luzembourg. Headgquarters Battery
79693793, Battery WA 785413733, Battery "B" 7883037hk42
Battery "CM 7865237726, Battery "D" Feulen, Luxembourg
_ 7948541162, Service Battery, Pettingen, Euxembourg g231.,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Iafantry Reziment.
i as Reinforcing Unit: 752nd-191st Field Artlllery Battalions.
C. Missions Fired: |14 - 341 rounds.
a. Concentrations: Ground OP's -~ 2 ,
D. |Remarks: | : i
‘a. Weather: Snow and cloudy.

19 Jenuary 1945 ° «
A. :Location of Units 2 miles NW of Berg, Luxembourg. headquqrters Battery
f - 79693793, Battery WaM 7&;@1373h3, Battery "BM 78830374k2,
: Battery "M 7865237726, Battery "D Feulen, Luxembourg
' 7ou485U1162, Service Battery, Pettingen, Linxembouryg 8231.
B. Missioas | Dlrect support of 318th Infantry Regiment. |
8a Relnforc:.nv Umt* 752nd-191st Field Artillery Battalions and Bat tery WBWY
9lst CML Battelion.
0. Missions Fired: 23 -
e Conceatra’uo ng: Forward Observers — 2
Air QPls ~ 5

D. Renmarkss !
as Comments & Recommendatlons. At 1900 White Platoon, \Battery g, 9lst
CHls Batmuon was attached to us for fire control. |
Y. Weather: Cl,oud,y turning to fair.

20 January 1945 = . i
A Loca’olon .o Unlt,., Neider Feulen, Luxembourg. Headquarpers Battery 78€24120,
: ; | Battery "A" 7936940957, Battery "B" 7842540960, Battery
"on 7894741031, Battery MDY Feulen, Imzembourg 79)-18541102
' Service Battery, Pettingen, ..m*embonr— 82371,
B, 'Mission: Direct support of 318th Inxenury Regiment.
as Reinforcinz Unit: 752nd Field Artillery Battalion.
C. lissions ¥Fired: 17 - 225 rounds. ,
a. Concentrations: Forward Observer - 2
Air OP's - 3

-~
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20 Jenuary 19)45 (Gon‘t\
D. Remark:s. 7
. Comments & Recommendations; Batbalion displaced to ites forward positions
i . in echelon starting at 1530 and closing at 1700.
I1ES B, Weatner' ;Clouay with snow. -

21 January 19hs || | :

A.  Location|of Unilt: Nieder Feulen, Iuxembourg. Headouarters ba,+tery 78 32120,
P e ‘Battery YAM 7936940957, Battery WBW 78L25M0060, Battery

NG 789U7UH1031, Battery UDY Pebit Vindhof, Luxembourg

. 8001643012, Service Battery, Merzig, Luxzembourg 757386

B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

: as Reinforcing Unit: 752nd Field Artillery Battalion.

(e Missions Fired: 15 - 352 rounds.
-as Concentrations: Forward Observers - U

Ground OFls - 1

Air OP's - 4

D. Remarks: ‘ :
a. Comments & Hecommendations: Batiery "DY digplaced at 1738 to forward
position to »stey within range of advancing Imczntry,
Do Weather. 'arlr.
22 Jamuary 1945
A, Location of Umu: Wieder Feulen, Iuxewbourg. Headguarters Battery 78824120,
: Battery "AM 7936940957, Battery !B 78250960, Battery |
el 789177341031 Battery "D' Petit Vindhof, Iuxembourg
: YR 8001643012, Service Battery, Merzig, Ltlyembourp‘ 757386,
B.  Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. |
Ze Reln,forcn,np Unit: None.
C. Missions Pired: | None !
_ D. Remarks:. ‘ - I .
! 2. (omments & Hecomm ndations: At 13400 the 752nd Fleld Artlllefy Battalion
ceased reinflorcing our fires..
bs Weather; Fair.

AY

2% Jamary 1945 ‘ : E
| A. Location of Unif: Nieder Feulen, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery 78824120,
_ | Battery "a" 79369L0957, .:3atcef,>f "B 78U2RU0960, Battery |
| : neH 789U7L10%1, Battery "DV Petit Vindhof, Iuxembourg
' 8001643012, Service Battery, Herzig, Iuxembourg 757386.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Beglmen’o.
Ze Beini‘orc-lng Unit: Hone, . .
f C. Missions Fired: | HNone.
‘= D. Remarks: ; ’
&s Comments & Recommendatlons. Batteries march-ordered at 0900 in prepvaration.
for move to new .:ector - on a one hour alert baslis = but never recelved
orders to move.
b, VWeather: Slightly cloudy.

2L Jamuary 1945
A. Tocation of Unit: IErpeldange-Wiltz, Luxembourg. Hesdquarters Battery 7184597,
!. Battery "a¥ 72l0OO55U25, Batter‘ "BY 7301155091, Rattery Mg
i E 7250455236, Battery "D 7"5855502¥ Service Babtery, iieder
i Feulen, Luxembourg 784L, -

e
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24 January 1945, (Con’c'cl) i

| 25 Janusry 19U45

" B. Mission: General support of g0th Division Ar’olllery, relnforc:an@ 313th Field
Artillery Battalion.
a. Reinforcing Unite: None. ;
G.  Missions Fired: |31 - 520 rounds. : |
S Goncentretwas: Air OP's ~ 6. '
D. Remarks: | | .

2. Comments & Recommendationsi Battalion now in Goneral support of 80th
Division Artillery, reinforcing 313th Field Artzllery Battalion. Displaced
to new firing position et 1215, closed at 1410, dlqtance 16 miles.

be. Weather: .b‘a,iir. | !

A. "Location of Unit; Erpeldange~Wiltz, Iuxemboursg. Fead.auarters Battery 71845497,
: Battery #aM 72340055425, Battery "BY 7301155091, Batbtery HoH
7250455236 Battery ©D" 72585502U, Service Battery, Nieder
Y Feulen, Iuxembourg 7841,
B. Missions General support of 80th Division Artlllely, remforc:.ng, 313th Field
- Artillery Battalion.
Ze Rea nforcing Lm.ts. ‘Nonea
C. Hissions Fired: 4o -. 87H rounds.
as Concentrations: Air OP's — 6.
D. | Remarks: , a
: a. Weather: Fair. !
el | |
26 January 1945 '

A. Location of Unit: Lellingen, Luxembourg. Heeoquarteﬂlﬁattery 76’-‘145528
i Battery "AM" ToMUS55UIT, Battery "BY 7606U55960, Battery g
’ | 7643155236, Battery D" Pintsche, Luxembours 76)48356718
e dtilhi | Service Battery, Nieder Feulen, J.Juxembourg, 78111
B. | Missionil Generail support of 80th Division. Artillery, rem:xforc:z.nb 31%th Field
i Artlllel,] Battelion, . |
2. Reinforcing Units: Nones i £
0. Missions Fired: | 28 - 486 rounds. '
G Concentratiorms- Forward Observers - L
Air OPts - 1

D. Hemarks: = ‘ '
as Comments & Recommendations: PSattalion di splaced 1:0 forward positions at .
1510, closed 1605, distance 5 miles. Battelion fired first batbalion volley

intol Germany at 2043 (Commanding Officer geve command %o fire).
b. Weather: Clpud,y“.

27 Jamuary 1945 i

A. ILocation of Un;nt[. Lellingen, Luxenmbourg. zieadguartefs Battery, 76545528,
Battery "AV 764%555#37, Battery IR 7606&55960 Battery "oH
76431565236, Battery "DW Pintsche, Iuxembourg 76%3)6716
i ' Service Battery, Wieder Feulen, Iuxembourz 78ul,
B, Mission: aeneral support of 80th Division Art1llery, reinforcing 317th Field
Artillery Battalion (also direct support of lst Battalion, 318th
Infantry Regiment.)
2. Reinforeing Units: None.

[ SO ona iy
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27 Jamiary 1945, (Gont'a)
G. MNissionms Fired: 29 - 615 rounds.
2. QOoncentrations: TForward Observers - 3
« , I Air OP's = 6
D, Remarks:

28 Jamuary 1945

8. Weather: Cloudy.

A

B,

C.

D.

Haller, Luxembourg. Hesdquarters Baftery 95323690,
Battery VA" 9507637336, Battery "B'" 9537937436, Battery
fign 9U70036367, Battery "D 9573737830, Service Battery
L Breitweiler, Iuxembourg 96903200,
Mission: Direct support of 318’0:1 Infantry Regiment.
as. Reinforcing Unit: 256th Field Artillery Battalion.

Attached Unit: 2nd Platoon, Company "C", 802nd Tenk Destroyer Bsttalion.
Missions Fired: 88 rounds.
as Concentrations: Forward Obgervers - U
Remarks:
a. Comments & Recommendations: Battalion displaced to new sector startin&:

at 0830, clors:.ng> in new positioms at 1300, distance 36 miles.
be Weather: Cloudy, .

Location of Unit{

s

29 Jamuary 1945

A,

Be.

C.

D.

Location of Unit: Haller, Iuxembourg, Headgquarters Bat‘oer 953¢3690

| Battery "A" 9507637336, Battery "BY 85379)7L30, Battery
igH gi70036367, Battery "DW 9573737830, Service Battery

i i Breitweiler, Luxembourg 96903200. |

Mission: | Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. |

as Reinforcing [Unit: g7Hth Pield Artillery Battalion,| 512th FA Bn.
Attached Unit: 2nd Platoon, Company "C", 802nd Tank Destroyer Battalion,

Missions. Fired: 6 - 58 _ | :

a. Concentratiqns: Ground OP's - U, i

Remarks:

a, Comments & Recomnendatlons. Au 053%0 the 97U4th Field Artillery Battalion
reinforcing our fires while 276th Field Artillery Battalion ceased its
reizii‘orcirf:b nission. A%t 1130 the 51l2th Field Artillery Battalion commenced
reinforcing our fires. :

b. Weather: Cloudy. ' 3

30 January 1945

Lo

Location of Unit: Halle r, Luxembourg. Headquarters Battery 95323690,
Battery A" 9507637336, Batbery "BV 9537937416 Battery

gl 9li70036367, Battery D! 9573737?30, Service Battery
Breitweiler, Iuxembourg 96903200,

| Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

a. Reinforcing Unit: G7Uth & 5loth Tield Artillery Battalions. ‘
Attached Unit: 2nd Platoon, Company "C", 802nd Tank Destroyer Battalion.

Missions Fired: 2 - 27 rounds. ‘ :

&s Concentrations: None,

Remarks; ‘

as Weather: Cloudy with snow.
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31 January 19U5

A. Location of Unit: Haller, Imxembourg. Headouartexs Battery 05323600
P e Battery "A' 9507637336, Battery "BY 9537037436 Battery
| | 1C" 9470036367, Battery "D" 9573737830, Service Battery
. : Breitweiler, ILuxembourg 969032004
B. Hission: Dlrect support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
- Relnforcing Uplt. 974th & 5l2th Field Artillery Battalions.

Autached'Unlt" 2nd Platoon, Company ¥(", 802nd Tank Destrover Battalion.

C. Missions Fired: -~ 24 rounds,
e Concentration - Hone.
Da Remarks- E

as Weather: Glo dy with rain.

[ 2
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Operations- for me first mneteen days of Januery were limited to the
’mdlntenance of d.efenswe pomtions in support of the 318th Infantry Regiment
as it covered its portlon of the South flank of the "Bulge". This period
[ was spent in| furthel,r improvement of the battery positions for all round
il defense, especially in regard to tank attack and patrol infiltration., Daily
: reglstration checzcsl were made when visibillty permitted. tMetro messages
ongina.’c:.ng with both Division Artillery and the 93rd Signal Battalion were
Teceived and|all defens:.ve fires data was kept up to date with latest
corrections.

On 19 Jamuery an elaborate preparation was *)l anned to. support the attack
of the 318th Infe.ntrv Regiment in g drive to the NHorth., The fire power of
four additional b'a,'cta.uoa was secured in addition to a platoon of 4.2 inch
mortars which had been attached to us for fire control. The prepsration was
.never fired when “::atrols found the town and surrounding grounrl unoccupied.
Another *oreparata.on was worked out for contimued support but a "sneakl! attack
made its firing unnecessary

on 23 January the Division was assigned z new sector at the Scuthwestern
end of the "Bulge". The battalion displaced to new posm’slons the following
dey with a mission of General Support, reinforcing the fires of the 313th
Pield Artillery Battalion.- Several displacements were made which were
coordingted by the 313th Field Artillery Battalion. This was one of the few
times that the battalion has had a General Support mission during an attack
and it was marked Dy the general lack of informetion concerning both our own
and enemy Infantry ac‘oivity. During the night of 24 szuary a new type {for
us) prevaration was fired by all reinforcing battalions in support of the
following early morm.nt, attack, It consisted of TOT's 1;.3:'96. on picked spots
at intervals. throughout the night.

" After the sucaessful completion of this operation ’che‘l Dlvwlon was
relieved by elements ‘of the 17th Airborne Division and displaced by unit to
Positions formerlj occupled by the 4th Division. This batbtalion once agzain
resumed 1ts. normal m ssion of Direct Support of me 318th 'Infantry Regiment
on 28 January. It occunied positions organized by the previouns battalion
taking over all installations including a complete wire net., Extensive
defensive fire, counter preparation and counter attack pla,ns have been drawn
up and prepared. | |

Remeaxrks and Comments.

The month of Janwary was one of extremely cold weather snd Leavy snow fall.
The operating efficiency of the battalion was not impaeed by this fact. The
howitzer tube cleanlng problen was much simplified by the new clesning fluid
issued for |cold wesdther maintenance. The hea vy snow blanket made mine debection
impossible 'since the mine detectors will not operste throubn heavy snow,
! The quality of the Graphical Firing Table is very poor. They have proven
' Very unsatis factory for continuous field service., The indicator window is very
brittle and replacements are unobtainable. 4 much better ru]e could be con-
structed of DOW metal or alumigum with etched graduatlone and numbers,
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. The standard issue 1/25,000 yard range deflection fan is too long for

light battalions and must be cut down to be useble. The material is too

thin and the graduations and numbers wear off the back after two months of

L usages. ;Wé'have.made1xsable a set by engraving and fillin% in with black wax

the gradzlatiﬁns and mambers on the fans we now have. !

_The Horizontal Control Operator and Vertical Gontrol Operator boards
as issued are too large and must be cut down for light battalions, The five
ply comstruction, while preventing warping, vresents a2 hard surface for the
plotting pins. A white instead of a yellow pine board would be much more
satisfactory., !

After a?grouné. observation post, manned by personnel inexperienced in
small and large T nethods of fire, had .experienced great difficulty in ob-
taining an adjustment using forward observer methods because of the great
range to the target, the battalion fire direction center zave instructions
to the observer {o measure deviation in mils and make positive range sensings
only on line shots. Fire direction center then converbed the seénsings and
deviations into commands for the battery and quickly obtained an effective i
adjustment. Thig groce&ure'was followed on several occasions with excellent

results. i .

RICHARD 7. SCHALLIOL
Major, FA,

§-3.
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ls’c January 1945 — 31 January 1945;

Buring the first twenty days of the per:.od 314th Field Arb:.llery Battalion had
the mission of direct support of the 318th Infantry Regiment. |The mission of the
Combat Team was: & defensive one., We established liaison with tegiment, each of the
Infantry Ba‘o‘balmns, an| | . Forward Observer teams were sent to each Infantry Company

During thls per:.od we establlshed four ground Observablon Posts wmch were
manned twenty-four hours a day., Each Observation Pest was g:wen a reference po::.nt
and all were surveyed in. The coordinates of all locations were passed on to higher
headquarters. These Observation Posts were established for a twofeld purpoese; to
cover likely avenues of approach and, to get flash readings on enemy guns., The day-
light results were poor due to weather conditions but night reaamgs on flashes were
very successful. When more than one Observation Post secured a reading on the same.
flash we were able by long base intersection te locate +the weapon firing, On each of
these intersections we requested higher. headquarters to fire a Time on Target. As
far as we know the results were successful as no further activity was reperted from
these locatiens.

-~

, 411 Observation Posts and Forward Observers had both wire and radio c¢ommuni-
eation., Each Observation Post had a-direct line plus a party line, It was due to
the par’ey line that we were able to get more than one mstrwnerxt on the same flash,
4 party line also g:.ves us an exbra means of communication. :

Bur:.ng the peried of 21-28 January we had a General Support ¥issieon reinforcing
’she fires of the 313th Field Artillery Battaliom, We established Liaisen to the
Direct Support Battallon and supplied Forward Observers and crews. We also main- |
tained lia.lson With our cembat team, 318th Infantry Regiment. ; ;

On 28 J amaary the DJ.v:Ls:Lon received new orders meving it to the nc:mlty of
Haller where we took over the defenses of the sector from the Feurth Infantry
Division and assumed the m:v.ss:.on of direct support of 318th Infantr,sr Regiment.,

In this new location five Observation Posts were establ:.shed two of vhich were
manned by the relnforcing battalions, 974th Field Artillery Battallen and 512th Field
_Artillery Battalion. | A1l Obsgervation Posts were surveyed in and given a reference
pe:.n'b In this pesition also double Observation Post lines were laid, one oi‘ whn.ch
was a party line, |

A1l during the peried Air Observation was coordinated with the relnforcmg
battalions and a schedule was made out so that cbservation would be continuous.
(weather permn.tt:.ng) i -

 Maps of the 1/ 25000 meter grid were 1ssued and in large enough ‘quantity for
our use. The contoun l:mes of these maps are very inaccurate and it is impossible
to determine the correct altitudes of any one po:.nt ‘The issue of 1/50000 meter |
grid ha.s been inadequate. : i
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The Table of Organlzaxlon for Forward' Gbserver crews is well below the number
actually‘used and after a few casualties untralned ‘men have o be called upon,

M|3
o0 JE , : MIGHAEL F., HENEGE
%) " I : Capt, Blhth FABn
! ol e i el
e e e R |
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il st Januaxy 1%5 to! 31 January 1945

. The iﬁmctlon of supply has in genera.l been sat__sfactorya Lieports are rendered
by - reSpec u:we claos:\_i.x.catlon. .

i CLASS T Sl

Ratlons are com:mo in regularly but the variety and quantity of meat and green
vegetables is insufficient . This is particularly true in the ilI‘lan’ batteries whexe
the men perform long hours of manual labor.

i ~ Condiments are ‘ot being issued in sm‘.‘flclem quantJ.t:Les{. With the limited
fl menues comd:lments J‘.‘m:-‘bak:t_n;:> ave desired. I/

CLASS II

ihere is an acute shortafre of acetate and scobch tape. These items are tﬁrery
important to an artillery bat‘oallon as they facilitate the accurate delivery of
fire..

Recent issues of clotnlng have included shoepacs, camoui‘lage suits, and long
leather mittens) for use of forward observers and crews. The basis of issue on the
sbove items has been thirty (30) per Battalion. This number is inadequate as there
are. sixty (60) officers and men employed in this Job. :

Shoes and i‘leld jackets -are extremely hard te replace.

CLASS ITT
Requirements have been met satisfactorily.

e CLASS 1V ‘ |

£ | ‘
Resupply of ammunition has been very satisfactory. We have encountered no |

difficulty in drawing smmunitions of the same lot number. '

: . ‘ HOTOR NOTES

There is a cr:_tu_caj shortage of tires for 1/4 ton and 2—1/ 2 ton vehicl es.

EsﬁSDECJ—\L NOTES

Medical evacuaﬁions and supply has been satisfactory.
Re coamendatlons - : ;
1. [That green vegetables and fresh meat be issuwed in greater quanclt‘,y“.
2. That seobch tape and. acetate be made available.
3. [(That full rather than token issues be made onishoepacs, camouflage
suits, and long leather palm mittens.

o |- That replacern ients for worn out shoes and field jackets be made avallable.

wlLuIA.a" He ﬁAbSﬂaRT
lstilLbt, 314th ¥A Bn
Supply Officer..
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'ﬁ- Message Genter trafflc dnrlng ‘he month was comparatzvely heavy with
s approm.mately 1'bemb of Administrabive na:bure handled. ,

i |

| Schednles on all admznlstrablve reports were malntalned thru message
|| center channels dnrlng’the periods Mail received durlng ‘the month amounted
i to approxzmately'S,OOO letters and 600 packsgese

|
Personnel of the Eattallon sent home approximately $6,000,00 and purchased

alr mail envelopes and stamps in the value of $5L0,00 thru the Babtalion Mail
mwm |

BA‘I‘TLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTI
(Figures taken from S-1 Reports and Morning Reports up to
: ~and including 31 Jannary‘19h5 for the perlod 1 Jan=l5 to
i oL 31 Jan~h5,)
b ‘ . BNLISTED MEN

. DATE KIA DOW WIA IIA MIA TOTAL RTD!'s NBG
“ 4 - - i

HoH PR HPR
HH  HoH

no -

R e bt i oA T 3 13
| OFFICERS

27 Jan ' “ A e 1 1eg

28 Jan 2l e 2

TOTAL e _ i 2

e
S EBo@ R BT
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BATTLE GASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY
" 'CANNON COMPANY 318TH INFANTRY

(figures taken from -1 Reports and Morning Reports up to
and| including 31 January 1945 for tne period 1 Jan-hS to

‘. | y 31 J an"‘h-S«i"), i
et el ENLISTED MEN | il
| omm biaey '!Dow, WIA 1D MIA TOTAL - RID's NBC |

B G S ' T T
10 Jan H | : Xz
14 Jani ‘ _ P 3l
1
5

20 Jan : ! - )
2L Jan ‘ 3 ' 1
demn AR R
el OFFICERS

e e S R [ o
o ‘
'w e o , s

o JHE

e | . PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED
‘ | | . None

‘ | : REINFORCEMENTS RECETIVED : i
! il (Includlng Hospital Returnees) I
| e ENLISTED MEN
[ DATE ¢
T Jan
2 Jan
3 Jan
5 Jan
6 Jan
) | 12dam
£ | 16 Jdan
| y ‘ 20 Jan
fl 5 o | 22 Jan
23 Jan
. 26 Jan.
il 30 dan
w . Gl s
| 438 | |

S
»®

e TOTAL

| < R " OFFICERES
, ' 20 Jan

25 Jan

27 Jan

‘ : | TOTAL

v%@wm _giwwwmeHHHHHH%

fl"éd :
1=
|3
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- BEINFOR@ENENTS REGEIVED
CAI\INON COMPANY 318TH INFANTRY
(Including HosP:Ltal Returnees)
~ ENLISTED MEN
‘ AT DATE _ NO.
Il - Syl |l 10 dan 1 !
b5 S 11 Jan 1 |
h =gt 20 Jan 1 |
[l e e 8 2 il |
' Ik | TOTAL 5
hi | |
. OFFICERS :
3 Jan - ' 35
mmL' 1

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Decora'blons awarded from 1 J an-b5 to 31 J an—h5|incl.

. 2 : 1 Brpnze Star Medal (Posthumously?
' ; ‘ | | 9 Bronze Star Medal
| L8 St j 3 Silver Sbar Medal :
i - ' i 3 Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medgl 1 ,
| ! i .
; I t { -
[ ! y J
| il | T L Je Tyl ROARK
| | | Magor, 31lith FA Bn,
| i
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