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,Subjécﬁ:, Cmml%s of Commanding Officer covering After Action Reports for

‘period 1 October to 31 October 194k4.
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To : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. Ce = @,{ /(_‘/’ \f

1. The observations amd cemmenté in the enclosed reports are

- concurred in with the following additional recommendations:

ge The T/0 and T/E of the direct support Field Artillery Battalion
should be modified to increase the number of organic liaison sections to
five. '‘This would provide for continued lialsen with the three infantry
battalions as we now have, and, in addition, would .provide for lisison with
supporting tanks, reinforced battalions, ard the special liaison require-
ments which continually oceur and must be handled by make~shift, ingufficiently
equipped groups, usually to the detriment of another section of the battalion.

_be Re Computers in the Fire Direction Center tesm, it is = -
recomuended: that they all have the same rating. The T/O now calls for cne
being a staff sergeant, one a tec 5th gr, one a private. |The rrivate hag
Jjust-as much responsibility and is as much needed as the other two. A11
three whould be tec 4th gr. _ {

¢, Officers still continue to come from replacement centers

‘totally lacking in Field Artillery knowledge or battle experience afier

months of doing just nothing. As previously recommended,extra officers
should be atbached!massigned for battle experience and training as forward
observers, then assigned to various battalions of the division or corps
artillery as casualties occur. Ay

t

D J. MINAHAN,
Lte Col., F. 4.,
Commarding .



DECL bSIF IED B
Authority 5@(

i Reproduced:from the Unciassified | Declassified Holdings of ihe Natianal Archives

L T

.. BEADGUARTERS
BIHTH FIRID ARTILIERY BATTALION
’ APO # 80, Us S, ARMY

b November 194k,

| SUBJECT ¢ Report?After Action pgainst Tnemy During Month of October 19hh,

uile) : The Ad,jﬁtan’t General, Washington, D. C.
SECTION I

1l Qctober 1944 : .
j A, Tocalion of Unit: Millery, Prance. Headquarters Bst’cery 8200254, Battery
"AT 82502536, Battery VB! 52602563, Battezy MO 8512602,
Service Battery 782275, ‘
B. Misgions Direet support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
a, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforc1 » unit, 974th
_ Tield Artillery Battalion.
s Missions Firedy 12, 197 rounds,
g. (Concentrations:; Forward Observer - 7,
D. Remarkss : : ;
 a, Weather: Cloudy, popr visibility, cold.

2 October 194l : : ’ :
i A, Iocation of Units Millery, France. Headguarters Battery 8200250, Battery
‘ npY, 82602536, Battery "BY 82602563, Battery "GU 82512002,
- . Service Battery 782275.
B. ‘Missgion:  Direcp support of 3i8th Infantry Regiment.
© a, Attached Units:; Cannon Company, 3.8th Infantry, Reinforeing unit, 97k4th
| Field Artillery Battalion. i
€. Misgions Fired:| 17, 323 rounds,
8, (Ooncentrations; TForward Ubserver - L, Air 0Pls - kL
' D, Remarks:
‘ a. CGeneral Bffectiveness of fire: 2 batteries neuwtralized.
| b. Weather: Partly cloudy, visibility fair at times,|

3 Uctober 19Ul
&, Tocation of Unit: Millery, France. Headquarters Babtery §m02 5“0 Battery
AW 82502536, Battery B! g2602563, Bathery nen go512602,
Service Battery 782275.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment, ‘
a, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 974th
gl Field Artillery Battalion, e
C» Missions Fired: 18, 2b3 rounds.
2. Concentrations: Forward Ubserver - 5, Air OP's - 3.
D, FHemarks. . ‘
as General BEffectiveness of firey 1 battery neutralized.
" b, Weather: Partly cloudy, visibility fair.

4 October 1944 :
A. location of Unit; Millery, France, Headquarters Battery §D025U0, Battery
HAW 82502536, Battery V"BM 82602563, Battery oM 82512002,
Service Battery 782275.
B. Mission; Direct support of 3Li8th Infantry Regiment, ‘
2, Attached Units:; -Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97hth
Pield Artillery Battalion, : '

..‘]__‘.
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4 gctober 1944, contld.
C. Missions fired: 23, UY07 rounds,
2, Concentrations:. Forward observer - 10, Grouna OP's - 1, Air OP's - 3.
D. Remarks:
a, Genersl Effectiveness of fire: 3 batteries neutrallzed
b, Weather: (Cloudy,
. |
5 Qctober 194k ‘
A, Iocation of Unit: | Millery, France. Headquarters Battery 82002540, Battery
| mAT g2R0PR%b, Battery "B 8260?563, Battery "CW 82512002,
S Service Battery 782275. , |
B. Missiong D;rect stupport of 318th Infantry Regiment, |
a, Attached UnitsL Cannon Company, 318th Infaniry, Relnforcing wit, 974th
_ | Fleld Artillery Battalion, _
¢, Missions Fired; 13, 316 rounds.
a., Ooncentrations: Forward Observer - 5, Ax OP's - 2
D. Remarksg ‘ , '
a, General Effectiveness of fire: 2 batteries neutraliged.
b, Weather: Part;y cloudy, v1sibility poor,

b October 1944 ' '
A, Iocation of Units |Miliery, France, Headquartexs Battery 2002510, Baxtery
; |QA" 82502536, Battery "B 32602503, Battery gt 82512602,
Service RBattery 732275.
Be Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
8. Attached Unitsp (annon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97hth
Tl IS Field Artillery Battalion.
l C. Missions Fired: 13, 183 rounds.
' B concentratioasb Forward Qbserver - 3, Ground oPts - 1,
D. Remarks:
a, @eneral Effectivemess of fire: Mortars, OP, troops destroyed,
Y. VWeather: cloudy to falr, visibility good at times,

| |
7 October 194k L
E. Iocation of Unit: |Millery, France, Headquarters Battery'823025LO Battery
‘ AN 82502536, Battery "BU 82602563, Battery UGN 82512602,
‘service Babtery 782275,
B. Mission: Direct supnort of 318th Infantry Regiment,
a, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 974th
Field Artillery Battalion,
C. Missions Pired: 9, 125 rounds.
a. Concentrations: Air OP's -5 (3 regigtrations).
D. Remarks: _ '
a, General Effectiveness of fire: TVehicles destroyed.
b, Weather; Partly cloudy.

|| 8 Dctober 1gQhl : i
! ‘A, Iocation of Unit:; Vieinity of Inndremont, France, Headquarters Battery 830288,
| : Battery WAM glgz2glg, %ttery wp " 8‘5792885, Battery “g© 81;3283,
Service Battery 782275.
B. Migsion; Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment, Reinforeing unit, 974th
Field Artillery Battalion, f
C. Missions Pired: 30, €05 rounds,
D, Remarks:
a, Weather:; Partly cloudy,
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) October‘19hh

A, Iocation of Unit'= Vicinity of:Iandremont, France, Headquarters Battery §30288,
: . Battery “AM glg32gkg Battery WBM 83792885, Battery "gn gh3283,
. Service Battery 782275,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment — Reinforced 313th and 905tk
Field Artillery Battalions.
a, Attached Unit& Gannon Company, 318tk Infantry, Reinforclng wnit, 97hth
- | Field Artillery Battalion. .
Ca Missions Firedg 39, 420 rounds,
a. (Concentrations; Forward Observer - b, Ground OP's - M— Air OP's - 3,
D. Remarks;
a, ueneral Effectlveness of fire: Destroyed OPs, troops, preparation very
' \ effective, (
b. Weatherg nght rain,

October 19l

il

A. Iocation of Unit: Viecinity of Iandremont, France, Headamarters Battery £30238,
Battery "AM 8LUB328LUS . Battery WRBM £37928%85, Battery "oW 8Lz283
Service Battery 782275,
Bs Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
a. Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97ch ‘
. PTield Artillery Battalion.
Co Missions Fired: 16, 150 rounds,
2., Concentrations: TForward Observer - 4,
D. ZRemarks: ;
a, General Effectiveness of fire:; Destroyeditroops, Machine guns, vehicles,
b, Weather: Light rain.

October 1ghly - |

12

A Iocation of Uhit-. Belleau, France, Headquarters Batterf $302882, Battery "AM
' SUSBESHS Battery UBY 8379528855, Battery "o# 8430382390,
t .| Service Battery 782275.
B, Mission: Direct support of 318th Infentry Regiment.
a, Attached Units:; Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97Utk
! | Pield Artillery Battalion,
C. Missions Fired: 10, 164 rounds, -
a. Concentrations; TForward Observer - 1.
D. Remarkss
a. Weather: BRain,

October 19ul

A. Iocation of Unit: Belleau, France. ' Headquarters Battery 83002832, Battery MmN
855?2787, Battery "BUW §3792885, Battery MgM 8”3028390
Service Battery 782275,
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment,
@, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97Uth
; Field Artillery Battalion.
C. Missions Fired; 19, 185 rounds (3 registrations),
2, Concentrations: Forward Observer - 3, Air OP's - 2,
D. Remarks: - ’
a, General Effectiveness of fire: .2 batteries neutralized,
b, Weather:; TFair. ;
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13 Satinen g4l
A. Iecation of Unito Belleau, Frence. Headouarters Battery 8RE268%5, Battery
_ L WAW g5522787, Battery 'BY 83792885, Battery NG 8M3032839o

; i Service Battery T82275.
il B, Missions Dlrect sunport of 318th Infantry Rep1ment, ,
!EJ‘ : 2. Aﬁtachgd Unit# Cannon Company, 313th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97Mtn
!i: s 1 | Field Artillery Battalion,
i Co Missions Fired: | 14, 257 rounds,
2, concentratlons' Torward Ubserver =i Ground 0Pts -|l Air OP's - 2,
D. Remarks:
B, v,eneral Effectiveness of fire: 2 batteries neutralized,
b, Weather: Light rain. : '

14} October lghh it i
A. 1Iocation of Unit: Belleau, }rance. Headquarters Battery 85802085, Battery
- naY 85522787, Battery "BY 83792885, Battery "c" 8430328790,
Service Batbtery 782275,
B. Missiony Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment,
8, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97h%h
Pield Artillery Bat*alion.
G. Missions Fired: &, 69 rounds,

_i . 8 Canentratlons- Forward Observer - 1 (mortars), Air OP's - 3 ck registratlons.

De Remarks: .
as Weather: Clody.

1% October 1olh ' .
A, Tocation of Unit- Belleau France. Headguarters Battery 8680?685, Battbery

| Service PBattery 782275. |
B. Mission Direct[supbort of 318th Infantry Regiment, |

|
{ 5 WAn BE522767, Battery UBM £3792885, %atterv "on 8130328390,
|
|
|

a. AttachedsUnits:; Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforclng unit, 97U4th
! ' Field Artillery Battalion.
Ce Missions Fired: |1, 7 rounds, |
8. Concentrations: (round OP's- 1 (night burst adjustment).
D. Remarks: ! | =
" a, Weather: Partly cloudy, -
16 October 194 | : : -
A. Location of Unit; Belleau, France. Headquarters Battery 85808085, Battery
' mpn gh52p787, Battery "BM 83792885, Battery oW 8430328390,
Service Battery 782275.
B, Mission: Direct| supvort of 318th Infantry Regiment.
a2, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforeing unit, 97ch
Pield Artillery BattaLlon.
0s HMissions Fired: 1, 7 rounds, -
e 'concentrationso Ground OPis - 1 (nlght burst adgustment)
D. DRemarks;
8. Weather: Partly cloudy.,

17 October 194l . 2otf
A. TIocation of Unit: Belleau, France, Headquarters Battery 85802085, Battery
: ‘ uan 85522787, Battery "B 83792885, Battery “oP 8430328390,
gervice Battery 782275.
B. WMissions Direct support of 318+th Infantry Regiment. :
2, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing unit, 97Uth
Tield Arvillery Battalion,
Ce Missions Fired: 1, & rounds, .
B Goncentratiens- Air OP's - 1 (Ck Beglstrationo

i Pl

f
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October 194k -

19

4, Iocation of Unit- Belleau France, Hesadquarters Bgttery 85802685, Battery
. S omn 8'552?787, Battery WBW 83792885, atter,f neh- 8430 328390,
— . service Battery 782275,
B, Migsion: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
2 Attached Units Cannon (ompany, 318th Infantry, Beinforcnng unit, 974th
| . Pield Artillery Battalion, Oomnany "“" 86 OMI Mirs,
Ce M1051ons Fired: |1, b rounds, |
2, concentratlons 1 - pir OP's. (COk Registrations)
D. Remarks: . il g
- a. VWeather: Cloudy, light rain, A : i

Uctober l94n

A. Iocation of Unit: | Belleau, France. Headqparters Battery| 85802685, Battery

: : A 85522787, ‘Battery "B" 82792855, Battery "gM SM?HO£8703.
: | Bervice Battery 782275. .
B. Mission: Direct swpport of 318th Infantry Regiment.

a, Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinxorcing unit, 974th

: Field Artillery Battalion, Company "C" 8b OMI Mtrs (1 Platoon),
0. Missions Fired: 1, 15 rounds.

2. Concentrations; Air OP's - 1 (Ck Registration).
D. Remarks: '

a, Weather: Partly cloudy.

October 194k :

| 21

K. Tocation of Uniti Belleau, France., Headquarters Battery 85802685, Battery
o 85522787, Battery "BY 837928385, B&ttery Mo 8742’-!028703,
j Service Battery 782275.
B, Mission; Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. ' =
a, Attached Unitsg (annon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforeing unlt 974th
: [ Field Artillery Battalion, Company "c" 86 OMI Mtrs (1Platoon).
C. Missions Fired: | 3, 42 rounds,
al Concentrations:f Forward Observer - 1, Ground OP's - 1| Air oP's - 1.
I). Remarks: 1
‘a, General Effectiveness of fire; 2 ¢/B missions,
b, Weather: fair to partly cloudy.

October 194l

|
22

A. Iocation of Uniﬁf ‘Bellean, France. Headquarters Battery 85302685, Battery

: | Bervice Battery 782275,

B. Mission; Direct support of 318th Infantry Beglment

a. Attached Units: . Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing wnit, 97Uth

‘ Field Artillery Battalion Gompany "o Sb SV Mtss (1 Platoon),

C. Missions Fired: 5, %2 rounds,

8. Concenﬁr&tion3h .Forward Observer - 1, Ground OFre = oy (1 ¢k Begistration).
D, Pemarks" ‘ :

a; Weather., Partly cloudy, !

han 8552327876, Battery "BY §379528855, Battery """ 8L24028703,

October 194y

E" Loecation of Unit- Belleau, Prance. Headguarters Battery 85802685, Battery

AV GEEAIPTET6, mbtery BN 8379528855, Battery 0" 8421024703,
Serv1ce Battery 782275,
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22 October 1914)4 conttd ;
Bs Mission; Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.
a, Attached Units: For fire control: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry. Re-
inforcing Unit 97Uth Field Artillery Battalion.
0, ‘Missions Fired; 2, 7 rounds.
> a. (Concentrat ions- Forward Observer - 1 (mottar in town 6f Rovves)
il . LA ‘i A ir OP's - 1 (on BP - did not complete as visibility
: ‘w . 5 el - - was poor) |

D. Remarks: | | _ '
2, Weather: (Cloudy. :
23 October 194k, ]l :
A. Iocation of Unit; Belleau, Fraence, Headquarters Bttery 85802685, attery
il : | i 8552327876 Battery "BS 837795288355, Battery ngh
: | 8LU2ip 28703, Service Battery 782275, |

B. HMission; Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment.

a, A&ttached Units; For fire control; (annon Qompany, 318th Infantry, Re-

. inforcing Unit 97741:11 Field Artillery Battalion,

Ce Missions Fired; 2, 23 rounds. v _

8. Ooncentratlons; TForwsrd Observer - 1 (mortsrs), Sound - 1 (assault gun).
-D. Remarks: / i

a, Weather: Gloud.,y and migty.

24 October lohy
A, TIocation of Unity Belleau, France. Headquarters Battery 85802685, Battery
. : Ha o 8552327876 Battery "BY 83779288%5, Battery UGh
S gL424028703, Service Battery 782275. |
B. Miszion: birect suoport of 318th Infantry Regiment. i ,
a, Attached Unitis: Tor fire control: QJannon Company, 318th Infantry. Re-
i gl | inforeing Unit 974th Fleld Arti llery Battalion,

. 0. Missions Fired- 1, 15 rounds, :

} a, Goncentrations' Propaganda mission ~ used both air and ground OP'ss

[ D. Remarks;

2, Weather: Gloudy with 1light rain.

25 October 194l . :
A, Tocation of Unl‘c- Belleau, Fraonce,- Headcuarters Battery 858‘02685, Battery |
. | man €552327876, Battery "B" 8377928855, Battery tol 2
. : . 842WO28T703, Service Battery 782275. | i
' B, Mission; | Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment,
a, Attached Unitls: Oannon Company, 3186h Infantry. Reinfowing Unit, 974th
; ' Field Artillery Battalion, ‘
' C. Missions Fired: 2, 15 rounds, :
8o concentrations. Forward Observer - 1 (mortars), Air OPts - 1 (mortars).
D. Remarks:
2, | Weatber: Clofud.y-.

26 October 194k _ e
A. Iocablon of Unit: Belleau, Praencs. Headquar'bers Battery 858@2685 Battery |
Al 8552327876, Battery "BM 8377928855, Battery Lol
_ 842028703, Service Battery 782275.
B, Mission: Direct Supvort of 31gth Infantry Regiment, | :
2. Atteched Units: Cannon Company, 3i8th Infantry. Reinforcing Unit, 97Lth

, Field Artillery Battalion.
C. Missions Pired; &, Y46 rouands,

8. Concentrations: TForward Observer - 2 (assault gun), Air JgPis - 1 (recheck
registration on BP for all batteries and Cannon Company.

F <

Fs
Lo
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26 October 19U, congtd. . : |

D. DRemarks: . A=
2. Weather-' cﬁoudy.'

27 Cctobsr 19&4 : itz

\ | .
A. TIocation of Unitp Belleaun, France, Headquarters Rattery 85802685, Battery
: MA 8552327876 Battery "BY 8379528855, Battery o
_ SU2U0 28703, Service Mattery 782275.
B. Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiment. : :
a, Attached Units: (Cannon Company, 318th Infantry, BReinforecing Unit 97hth
f it Field Artillery Battalion, - '
0. Missions Fired: | 2, 30 rounds, gy
8, Concentratioas- Air OP's - 1 (recheck on EBP Registratlon)
D. Remarks: ! :
a8, Weather: Cloudy.

28 October 194k ) ' LG e
A, Iocation of Unit; Belleau, France, Headquarters Battery 858020685, Battery
s AU 8550327876, Battery "BY 8379528855, Bttexy e
. 8504028703, Service Battery 782275.
B, Mission:; Direct support of 318th Infantiry Regiment, g=1
a. Attached Units: C(annon Company, 318th Infantry. Reinforcing Unit 97lth
: Fleld Artillery Battalion. : '
C. Missions Fired: | 4, 31 rounds.
. a. concentrations-‘ Air OP's - 2.
Do Remarks, | '
' a, Weather: c}oﬁdy, : ]

29 October 19k~ | | yz ' ' |

A. 1pcation of Unit: BRBelleau, France, Headquarters Battery 85802085, Battery
HAW 85522787, Battery "BW 83792885, Battery "GN 8LU2U2ET0,
- . | gervice Battery 782275,
B. Mission: Direct support of 31%th Infentry Regiment,
a. Attached Units: Cannon Company, 318th Infantry. Reinforeing Unit 974th
: Tield Artillery Battalion, || = s ,
G, Missions Pired: 6, 58 rounds, _
Ea Goncentrati@ns: Air OP's - 3 registrations by roving gun at ?603129913.
D. Remarks, ‘
2, Weather: (lovdy,

b

30 October 19Nl :
A. Iocation of Unit: Belleau, France., Headquarters Battery §5802685, Battery
. IAT 8552327876, Battery "BN §37928855, 'Battery noH gLRURETO3,
' , Service Battery 782275.
B Mission; Direct. support of 31&th Infantry Regiment. : ’
Be Attached Units; Cannon company, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing Unit 97Uth
Field “Artillery Battallon, '
Ce Migsdons Fired: U4, 1b rounds,
&, concentrationq- Forward Observers -1 (mortars),
D. Remarks:
a, Weather:  Fpir turning to cloudy with misty rain,

31 October 194l _
A. ILocation of Unit; Belleau, France, Headguarters Battery 85802645, Battery
A naH 85523?7876 Battery "pY 837928855 Battery Won gURLRETO3,
Service Battery 782275,

B, Mission: Direct support of 318th Infantry Regiument. :

a, Attached Units; Cannon Qompany, 318th Infantry, Reinforcing Unit 97Uth

: Field Artlllexy Battalion. |
ol 3 3 A
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31 October 194k cont'd,

G. Missions Fired: 4, 20 wounds.
‘@s Concentrations: Air OP's -1 (Gk Pt Registratlon)..
D. Remarks.s || e i
a. Weather: Glea.r, sunny, brisk. '

REMARKS

1 October l9h4 -7/ Oqtober i9h4

Battalion| in position vielnity of Millery (vU820025MO)|1n direct support
of 318th Infantry in|the defense of positions Zast of Moselle River vieifity
of Bois de Algee, Bois de Manche, Seille, Belleawn, and Sivey, During this
time 105 missions were fired, 34 by forward observers, 2 by ground observation
posts, and 14 by air observation vosts. The general effectiveness of the fire
was 8 artillery batteries neutralized; 2 AA guns, troops, machine guns and
mortars, The weather was cloudy and visibility poor most of the time,

g October 1944 - 31 Qctober 19Lh

In order to render better qupbort to the 318th Infantry the battalion
displaced to positions. West of Belleau (vUB5802685). Distance treveled U4 miles.
Battslion in support| of 318th Infantry in holding high ground along the West
bank of the seilleigﬁverfbetween Clamey and Menoncourt, 181 missions were
fired of whieh' 20 weEe registrations and 2 high burst adjustments, Cn 24

‘October a propagandal mission was fired and & good distribution of leaflets

was obtained from a height of burst of approximately 100 feet, On 12 October
Battery "A# moved 905 yards to an alternate position because of artillery fire,
On 19 October’ Batter& "o" moved HOO yards to alternate position to get out of
the mud. On 18 Ootober a training program was started covering gunnery, mine
detection, rocket launcher military courtesy, saluting, mllitarv discipline,
personal hyv&ene and field sanitation. On 29 October one gun from Battery "A"
moved to surveyed position for registration vurposes in view of contemplated
move, The waather ﬁor this period was mostly cloudy, wlﬁhllntermlttent rains
and poor visibility, Air observation posts were used 21 times and obtained
favorable results, f

RICHARD J¢" SCHALLIOL
Mggor,*}l&th FA Ba,
8-3.
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SECTION II

st October 1944 — Zist October L19kl:

During the month of October this battalion was able to more effectively employ

. all of it's 1nte111gence agencies. This was due to the fact that we were in a static

position most of the mo&th and had sufficient tlme to properly organize and utlllze

[l these agencles. v; ’ . : '

The organizaﬁion_f%r'in%elligence purposes during this month was as follows:

Ae| Onell batfaﬂlon and three battery Observation Posts iocated 80 as to

secure ooservation across the entire cowbat tesm front. These Observatlon Posts were
located both horlzontelly and vertically by survey and manned 2’4 hours per day with
well trained personnel. | 4 "BRGH. scope was set up at each Observiation Post and zeroesd
on a common reference p01nt after being calibrated for Si. ZXach Observation Post
made a panoramic, sketch of it's zone of visibility and kept a log of all messsges
transmitted or received. By utilizing this system we were gble to transmit to higher
headquarters the exact locations of enemy troop movements, enemy installations,
assembly areas, and an occasional enemyvartillery battery caught firing at night.

B. Llalson was Daintained w1th the Infantry Regiment and all infantry
battalions at all times. A forward observer was kept with each compeny on the front
line. This enables rapid transmittal of all enemy and fr&enaly infermation obtained
by the infaniry. Duriné this month wé began the praciice of having a good non-com-
missioned officer replace a forward observer with one of the front line companies.
Thus £ar this practlce has been very satisfactory.

C. The. Alr OhserVatlon Post in conjunction with the A;r section of our
reinforcing unlt, set uy a schedule whereby Air Observation would be maintained in
our assigned sector thrcuﬂhoat all dsylight hours. Due to weatner conditions, air
obgervation was wery poor throughout the month. The practice oi coordinating the air
Qbservation Posts of our own and reinforcing units mskes it pos 37019 to maintain
observation at all times without too much strain on either seﬁtlon. It also makes
for speed in getting cl&arance on targets spotted by the re1nforc1ng units air Obser-

vatien Post. , _ :

Map supply is contlnuing to improve. During the early Daru of the month we
operated with a limited | supply of 1/20 000 maps. These were very satisfactory and
were used as firing charts with good results. On October the 8th we were igsued a
good supply of 1/25 Q00 maps that have been found to be excellent for firing charts.
A contimued supply of this type map supplimented by overprints of the same scale
showing enemy ingstallations will be very helpful to artillery units.

Air coverage in securing mosaic photos was very poor this month due to poor
distribution. This fact prevented our obtaining much benefit from the 0ld mosaics
on hand. However, mosaics should be supplied regardless of date taken if for no
other reason than for terrain study for plotting defensive fires and locatlng probable
enemy installations. .

SURVEY

Survey control was carried to us by division artillery end all of our 1nstalla.tlons
were tied into this control. All of our instruments were declinated and calibrated.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1, The practice of having a good mon-commissioned officer relieve a forward

-1-
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SECTIOI\T I1 CONT'D

observer with front hne compames is h:x.ghly recommended for the determlmng and
traeining of poss:Lble future commissioned officers. ;

2. Itis recomme ded that all Forward Observers be made a part of the ba'l;-
talion stai'f to- better enable closer supervision of them. : -
Se I‘c is recomme ded that o L:La,:.son Pilot of the direct .support Um.‘c be
placed in charge of coordinating the observation of both the Alr Observation Posts

of direct support and reinforc:.nn units. To add to this advantage it should be

- arranged that the reini‘orced battalion can communicate with the liaison plane of
. the reinforcing ba’ctalion.

L, It is recommended that Field Artillery Battalions be| placed. on an equal.
priority with Infantry Regiments in the issue of nosgic photos.

JAlv""“‘“ A. BENFORD
Oapt, 31)~Lth FA Bn,
S-2|
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Lst October to 3181: Oct.ober ;31&_

: 'Ihere was a continued improvement in the various Services of Supply during
this month. A few initial items are still to be obbtained such as organizational
and spare parts for homtzers, radio accessories and accessories for Topographical

i Survey Setse A refport :i'.s rendered by respective class:.flcamons.

cL'As | | Rg,t:.égg) bl \ ‘ ‘

| |
Rations issned have been wry satlsfactory althcngh the!l0 in 1" issue has

been substltuted a numtf?er of times recently for "BY" rations. ‘

Becommdations
That rations ineclude fresh beef and pork as often as ]possn.ble s and that
more condiment issues be made, principally for baking purposes.

CLASS II (Clothi andEui ent

. Congiderable :merovement has been made in the issue of Clothing, although
shirts and Lrousers, wool, OB are lacking. A partaal issue of overshoes, arctics,
have been made in limited sizes.e A full unit igsue is now reqm.red to ma:x.ntq:m
warmth and comi‘ort for all men.. .

Recomendations. 2

That either the fourth blanket or sleep:.ng bags be :|.ssued as soon as
possible. | . |

That Sibley tent stoves or eny ty‘pe ava:x.lable be 1ssued for nse by
Battalion and Battery C.P's and Fire Direction Centers.

That a heava.e:r' type long length wool sock be :Lssued.l

That special consideration be given to satisfy requisitions for all types .
of winter clothing. | : '

CLASS TIT (Fuel and 0il) ! : ‘ i

: Almough we have been handicapped mosh of ﬂae month due to l::.mted releases
onr present supply is satlsi‘acmry. ,

CLASS V. (Ammnition)

Qur requirements w‘eré very small and satisfactory.

MOTOR NOTES
Requisitions for rgquiréd inti~Freeze solution have not been filled.
SPECTAL SERVICE |

Pocket editions of more recent novels, etc., and larger issues of writing
material are needed to satisfy the men dwring any moments of relaxation, The
gratuitous issues of Post Exchange items do not fill the reqmrements and needs of
all and if a greater variety of items and more guantity could be made available
more often either gratuitously or for purchase it muld be extremely helpful 1nsoi‘ar

as morale is concerned.

WILLIAM H. HASSERT,
1st Lt., 314th FA Bn,
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During the month éf October 19Uk all adm:.mstrative matters in the battalion
were handled &nthout'dela‘f. Gontact with the Rear JYchelon, ?D...v1s:Lon Artillery and
the 318th Infantry was {made daily thru message center, battal}on agent and telephone.
The battallon S-1 mad.el daily contact with the Division Arti llezry and 318th Infantry
and weekly' contact with the Division and Battalion rear echelon. The battalion
Personnel Officer mad_e personal contact at least twice a week|with the battalion (P
and visited the ba‘oteries at least once a week taking care of | any personnel items.
Schednles on daily and weekly reports were maln’oalned duriag Jche pemod

Admission and dJ.SpOSl"blon repor’cs on all casualties of tae battalion were
received within one week after the casualties were reported. This is a marked im~-

provement over the previous month,.

Casualties for the period were:
6 Enlisted Men wounded in action.
1 officer wounded in action.
1 Enlisted Man killed in action,
1l 0fficer non-battle casualty.
7 Enllsted' lMen non-battle casualty. :

Casualties remrnled to dut
1 0fficer. ('
4 Enl‘.’rsted; Men.

Replacements 1~ece|1ved during the period:
3 Offlcers. /
. 9 Enlisted Men.

Approximately 14-5& itens of administrative nature were ha,adled by message
center during the month. The battslion was pa..,.d on the 3lst of October by the bat-

talion Personnel Officer.

‘The mall situatio;n is very unsatisfactory in both incoming and outgoing, as
the men go for as long as two weeks or more without receiving any msil. The men
are informed from home that thelr letters are taking three weeks or longer 1o reach

them which causes undue anxiety both here and gt hone.

Since mail is our best morale

builder I think steps should be taken to give them much better service than they have

been receiving.

22 4

3. F. BOARK
Major, 314th FA Ba,
B=1
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: HEADQUARTERS.
314TH FIFLD ARTILLERY BATTALICH -
APO # 80, c/o Postmaster
Us Se Army :

| 1 October 1944,

il | . :
Subject:  Comments of Commanding Officer covering After Action Reports for
Period 1 September 1944 to 30 September 194he |

-l
e e T |

To : The Adjutant General, Washington, Ds Co -

1. A1l recommendations of the staff section inclosed herein have been
previously discussed with them before writing and are approved. :

-2, I would like to emphasize the especial need of one extra vehicle
in Service Battery to haul gas and oil and the desirability of an extra truck
in each of the otheﬁ:' batteries for hauwling supplies. All trucks are now
overloaded with T/E| equipment alone. I

3. In regard| to replacements we have found that m0s’|t of them, especially
officers, have spent a great deal of time in replacement depots where they
received little or no traiming. As a result they came to us sadly lacking in
knowledge. In addifion, the receiving of these men in the middle of a battle
when no one knew their capabilities or even their names was a @oblem. It is

strongly ret‘:ommende&i that each battery be allowed to carry five (5) EM over-
‘strength asgreplapefnents- and what is more important, that gach battalion have
attached un-assigned two (2) or three (3) extra second liehtenants who will be
receiving practical| experience in forward observation., They will be readily
available as replacements. If their battalion suffers no losses, they can be
immediately assigne%i to other artillery battalions in the division or' even the
Corps when losses occur, and they will be already "battle experienced!,

j | D. J. MINAHAN, |
Lt'. Colm, Fc Al,‘

Commanding
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