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= o : HEADQUAR’IERS
| | 314 FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION -
APO # 80, c/o Postmaster
U. Se Army |
i | | 1 Octoter 1944,

. | Sub,]ect- 1Gc;nﬁ;i}ent$ of Comandmg Officer cover:mg After Action Reports i'or
H : Period 1 September 19LL to 30 September l92+1+. |

et —

___,_______,,__..—--—"""“ """""" !
_The Adgutant General, Washington, D. C. '

- To

- Xe Alll recommendations of the stafl section inclosed herein have been
prev:l.ously dlscuqsefi with them before wri‘-ting and are approved :

: 2. T would like to emphasize the espec:Lal need of" one extra vehicle
i in Service Battery to haul gas and oil and the desz.ra.blllt.y of an extra truck
i in each of the other batteries for hauling supplies. All truc}'s are now
i dverl'oaded iﬁr.iifth ""/E equipment alone. : ! -

| . |
“ 3ol Tny reg,ard to replacements we have found that mo st of them, especlally
H officers,. have spent a great deal of time in replacement depots where they . |
I ' ‘received little or no training. As a result they came to us sadly lacking in |
| knovledge, In add:z.rt:Lon, the receiving of these men in thejmiddle of a battle
I+ when no one knew their capabilitiss or even their names was a @oblem. It is |
ffife = _'stronﬂly reéoxmnende&i that each battery be allowed to carry five (5) EM over— ';
i ‘strength as replacqnenbs and what is more important, that each battalion have |
attached m-assz.gned two (2) or three (3) extra second lieutenants who will be
Al receiving pz‘acta.cal! experience in forward observation, They will be readily |
il available as replacements. If their battalion suffers no losses, they can be
immediately assigned to other artillery battalions in the division or even the' :

Corps vilen losses o'ccur, and they will be already "battle emer:.enced"

B. J, I\i]l\iAHAN
L‘L" col L , F. A' ’
Gommand:l.ng. T
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G  FEADQUARTERS
' 314TH FIEID ARTILIERY BATTALION
- Aro # 80, U, S, frmy

1 October 191-1-34-

10

SRE ] T

: Tlfmj_.&_d.,j'gtant. General, Washington, D. C.

4
SHZ.BJECT :; : Rep;ert .é.fiuer Action Against Enemy During Month of; september 19Lk,
; Qg
i Septem'ber 9Lk

- " TReceived orders 0400 to continue march on Commercy, The route selected
. by the 318th Infantry Regiment was too narrow to permit the artilliery to by-
pass them, and the column was too long to permit suppert of the: ‘forward elements,
‘so this battalion traveled on a parallel route. Before reaching objective it
was learned thet the Uth Armored Division was slready there so the 318th Combat
Team went into bivousc in the Forest Domenlak de Commercy. Distance traveled

| SECTION I

%0 miles, The Battalion Commender crossed the Meuse River to confer with the :
2 A.rtillery commander of the hth Armored Division who we were to relieve 2 Sep-
2 Septemher lglﬂ-l- : _Q‘*
en aTon eccu'.pied positions 2 miles| Northwest of| Vignot (Alél5225) at e

l'o'jm.' Dis‘oahce tr veled 7 miles, No migsions were fired, s | \n '

g : f i : : ! e |
ﬁ_-Saptem‘berr 191111- - .' B
' Ka e.hange. ? _ w
llr Se _ptember 191 |" : : ~=

~ Received arders to move inte rendezvous 12 miles Herthwest of }Bncy (238626) \../l

closed fmto new are|a 1850, Distance traveled 20 miles. !

I
'i- 11 September 194k ' ' ’
Moved to forward rendezvous at 02’45 and occupied nosition 0730 in the Bois
de-Villers (VU 730247). In direct support of 318th Combai Team in its attack on
Hill 326, Foret-de-Iavent, Garde, and the towns of Belleville and Marbach, on |
the West bank eof the Hoselle River. Battalion occupied these positions for
_ seven days and firo& a total of 2542 rounds of ammunition, Because of high
ground held by the Germans on the East bank of the Yogelle River, and the thick
forests, our. most profita‘ble means of observation and the lgreatest source of f
fire missians were|the air observation posts. The I:Le.c.w.'al:;lP wooded terrain made
it necessary to have three forward observers with Infantry battalion, This

battalion was never without a.t least one reinforcing 'battalion and sometimes |
ha.& ag high as three.
12 - 19 September ;ggg _

"'Recelived plan| for artillary prepara.tion in support of combat Teams 317 a.nd
318 in crossing of Moselle River. Artillery H hour OU15, preparation lasting |

until 0600, There were breaks in the preparation of from one to five minutes

wnich worked well as far as confusing the enemy, Upon the successful creasing
of the Maeelle River by 'bhe 317 Infantry this ‘bat'halien wit.h the exception of

L o . | | | /52VO'?

TR | : Ui i /1
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in many instances.

i

 Battery MAW, displaced to a position 1.2 miles West of Dieulouard (VU755282).

Distance traveled 4.5 miles., Battery "A" remained in position in direct sup-

“port of a 'ba’otalion ‘of the-319th Infantry, The mission of this battalion

during the period was one of General Suppert until the 318th Infantry mede
its crossing, at which time we reverted to our normal d.irect support roll,
On the 14 Septemher 1944 the Second Battalion, 318th Infantry wag counter- 2
attacked on Mouason Hill by German armor and Infant TV This battalion was |
credited with ktepp ng the counter-attack. On the night of Ii September 19Ll
Mousson Hill was cut off by Germans so for the next three da._vs all supplies
were dropped to them by the liaison planes, During this eight dsy peried
the battalion fired| 6154 rounds of ammunition. On 19 September 19Ul this |
battalion reverted. o direct support of 318th Combat Team, [gua:ﬁ.ing the . bridge
hea& acmss tha Moaelle River 'between Pont-a—}{ouaaon and Hillery.
21 Septem‘ber gk |

The battalion displaced geross the Moselle River and occunied. yoeitions
Just West of Isisy (VU‘{99309), from these positions we supperted the attack
e:t‘ the 318th Infantry on Mount St Jean.

22 - 3 Septembar 191ll+ :

- Injorder to render centinuous support the 'battalion displaced to positions
Just North of Millary. Distance traveled 4 miles, The attack on Mount St Jesn
failed and the division took up defensive positions pretecting the bridge-head
No| change in this battalion's positions. As troops were moved to their defensive
positione this 'battalion had verious missions ranging from general support to |
direct support of rprst Battalion 317th Infantry. During the last mission men-
tioned the First Battalion 317th Infentry wos counter-a.ttackad. at 0100, 28 sep-

_tember 1944 <and this battalion fired mission after miasien in support of its

d.efenaes many mi'ssions being only 25 yarde in front of ou:r infantry dug in

;oeaitions. At 0600| the counter-attack was repulsed with altotal loss of T of
our ova troops agailast 125 counted Germen dead,

REmarks .

1, Tais 'na‘btalion has had very good results with the| 1/50,000 map, using
it as a VCO chart and setting up a 1/25,000 grid sheet baseﬂ. on the same co-
ordinate system as the HEO chart, however this scale map has not heen available

2 When the 1/25,000 map is available it is used 'by 'bet'.h 'bhe HGO and VGO.

30 *rhis batta,lion uses the liaison nlane almost exculaively for ragistrations.
Much tim is sa,ved. 'by this pmctiae. : I
iy Th.ts battalion has found that the beat tlme for nicking up ene:rgr bat'her:leg
is the hour just before dark ani the hour just after daswn. So as to have time for
all missions picked up by the plane, the observer only gets an adjustment then |
switches to another target, Fire for effect is delivered when time pemits. 'F_h_is
also gives us & csrtain degree of surprise. ’

: 5. com:and Post tent per firing batte:y would increase efficiency at nig,ht.
It is impractical for the Battery Executive, reeorder talophone apera.ter and |

'battary ﬁre directian center to work in a pup tent,

—2-
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o Due o the h:.gh casualty rate of forward observers and f@rward _
observer equipment it is suggested that an extra complete section be ad.é.ed.
to each firing .’na'htery.

| 7 Ne miasions ha.ve been fired in this bettalion other| t_hé.n 'by fémard._
f a‘oserver maans.l g i

il The 51gna,1 Corps Ba.d.i.a-536 has proven unsatisi‘actory as a means of f |
relay between the forward observers and their 610 radle due to its limited ' 3
range, Al ra.dio similp.r to the Infantry 300 ser:les might be a so]utian to
the pro'blem. H f

Wfﬁfﬁw
‘JAMES T, ROARK

Mejer, 31&%.11 FA Bn
S-3 i
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| During our ac‘bien near (Commercy forward observers \-im'eJ most instrumental
in | g&thering mfomé.tion. Ground observation was poor West of the Marne River |
because of unfamrable terrain, Our sir observation peste lwere agalin effective.
After the river crosaing had been. completed. we were able to set up effective

_ground observation ﬁoats on the hills Bast of the river. A long base flash |
- system was established but the action proceeded to the East before it counld be
ntiliged effectively.

: It wes not until the Moselle River line was hit that the S5=2 a.c‘hivities
were set into full motion. The action slowed down $0 the extent that all
agencies were able to function, At the start of the operation we were limited.
by inadequate maps, 1/100,000 being the only ones available, Later on 1/50,000
maps were issued and the situation map weg of more use since information cauld
be reported with greater accuracy, After the bridge-head had been established
We were able to set ey ground observation posts on the hills Tast of the river.
The observation was |coordinated by Division Artillery, each battalion being
glven a sector or zone of observation, All observation posts were accurately = |
surveyed in and were manned 2U hours a day. They operated very effectively as | =
flash observation poste and much information was obtained from then including |
the location of aln ber of enemy batteries, i

. Mape of 1/20,000 scale were reproduced by the division and dittriouted to |
all echelons which increased the accuracy of all reported infamtion. The maps
were used as’ firing}charts and proved very accurate. |

The nature of the action permitted a very complete cammmicatien syatem
with a compléte wir net which facilitated the repid d.ispatch of S-2 infarmt ion

' _All sources of infermatien were utilized to the utmoat. The IPW teams and|
Gy A, personnei prwiéted. much useful information, For the }ﬁrst time we were
provided with air| ucoverage of any kind and although the first set of photos re— !
ceived were a men'l;hltold they provided up to date terrain in:formati@n. The gecond |

- and third coverage g2ve more locations of enemy installations, The greater fac-

ilities of Cozps previded a great deal of additional infamation which was nct ;
available before beca.use of our rapid movement. !

. The forward observers and. alr ebservation posts jprovec'i to be our best source
of information concerning activities of the enemy, the former workinge well to 'I;he
front and their actlvities closely supervised by the liaisen officers. Our air
observation posts have been so effective that the presence of a liaison plane in i

. the air will stop enemy activity in vehicular traffic on res.cls and enemy artillery

fire. Our air observer discovered that when flyins at dusk he wes able to o'bserve
eneny a.rtillery batteries who thousht they were unobserved, trying to register |
and was able to a.d,just on them effectively locating them and in many cases causing:
their dastmctien, by our artillery, Since then all of the planes of Division
Artillery have ‘bsenforﬂ.ered up during the hour after dawn a.nd the hour before dark.
Gontrary te | tea.chinga our planes have ventured. out over enemy territary seeking i
information and have drawn both small arms and anti-aireraft fire, '
comter-intelliwence measures taken during this neriod have consistaa of the
required use of nets on all vehicles that are to remain parked off a road for more

~ than 15 minutes. Howitzer positions are camouflaged by net both flat top or drape

where necessary, at all times when in position. Iight discipline is enforced at
night to the extent that during most movements not even hlack out lights are 'a.setl.

S
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et S_eptem‘ber 191;1; %0 30 September 19Ml: I |

~ The functions 0f Supply within this organization improved daring the -
month of Septem‘ber.- Limitations contimied to be placed on |bulk materials
due %o reported. transportation shortages. The numerous changes of positions
in combat anﬂ.|lossea of equipment occurred during such com?:cla.t put a strain on
the reserve facilities and material of most classifications. Fallure to ob-
tain full initial 1ssuea such as organizational, spare parts for howltzers,

—

radio accessories, and accessories for Topographical sets for survey sections, f

has not afforded us much margin upon which to operate, and difficulty in ob-
taining replacements tends to retard complete satisfactory .epera.tions. A
report is rendered by respective classifications to outline the issues and
requirements. -

Class I (Rations)

Issue of foodstuffs has been very regular. It has been found however,
that with an issue such as the "10 in 1" that ocasionally the lack of mnif-
ormity in the memu makes it impossible for the battery kitchens to prepare
the seme meal for all men. This requires that we issue such items to the
men for their own| preparation. Heating facilities not bsing avallable to
all sections and lack of knowledze of food preparation by some men has pro-
ven a problem. The|old type "C" rations do not eppear to _be palateble to
the men,  H3BH rations with the inclusion of bread are highly acceptable.
The recent change| in ngH type ration is helpful. TFor & unit such as ours,
which premits 0pera£ion of kitchens, the 710 in 1", and "B" rations are
prefera.‘ble. o | il '

|

Recommendations- . _

. The conti#.uons issue of bread despite tha type of ration, and ’che
occasional inclusion of fresh beef or pork.

] .
‘ Cless 11 (Clothing and Eq,uipment)

Clothing: Raplacement of all types of clothing has bsen found. nec-
essary due to normal wear and tear, and loss by enemy a.ction. Requisitions
are never _c_ompletely filled and our units are contimmously in need‘.

Equipment: Requiaitions have been submitted for all ahortagel, and
particular stress is placed upon Signal items such as, crystals, tubes,
maintena.nce se‘bs. BL—}l radio set replacements, and wire.

| ,

Reeommendations. i

All pyramidal tents have been turned over to He&ical unlts. It
-19 suggested. that the issue of a commend post tent to each| 'bs.ttery would
. fa.cilitata night work in both the firing batteri.es and rea:r echalon. .

Glass III (Pu.el and 011)

. Releases on gasoline have not been adequate to meet our demands on
ocaslons and there has been a limited supply of oil. One of oXr éiff—_
iculties|is the lack of a vehicle within the service unit for transpor-
tation of Class III supplies, Due to the demands for ammunition we are

-5-
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-una'ble to make use of our train. 'I!he only available vehicle is the ration
 truck and it is u.nd.esira.'ble ’co tra.nsport fuel in the same vehicle which.

hauls rations. = : _ _
. ; e Class V (Ammni: 0 'tion) i
i | ¥

| During our fir]at operation the A.S.P.'s were not ad.equately stockad.
and very a}.ow in mo]ving to the front. During September, 105 howitzer amm-
unition was unax'ailable for a period of three days duwe to transportation

shortages. .ul unition has arrived in good condition, L.\xcept fifty cal=-

| . ' iber ma.chine gw.m unition in web belts which is not ss.ti'afactory, ‘and
[ Jems the gun,l .&.S.P.'s seem %o be short handed in trained bliated. person-
'  pel. They do not know where, how much, or what k:ind of ammunition they

have.

Motor Notes

Inadequate. tz'ansportation facilities within a Iight !‘ield. Artillery s
Battalion crestes a problem that becomes critical at times. All the veh-
icles are now overloaded and when one is disabled it becomes necessary to
shuttle troops and .eq,uipment.

Reoomend.atio |B" el : | | :

| One additional 6 x 6 Eg ton vehicle per battery irould. alleviate
|| the above situation. . [
Hliket i i It is sugzested that a four ton wrecker be added to tb.e Table :

e of Organizati.an of & Light Field Artillery Battalion. 1_

_ The gra,tuitous issue of Post Exchange items has been recieveé. for
il only two days the ﬂast three weeks. If these items could lhe made aveil-
i ~ able more often, igratuito’aaly or for purchase, it would be helpful insofar

i as morale is concerned.. | ]
i
WM !

WIﬁLIAM H, HASSERT
1st Lt., 3lhth FA Bn,
S-4
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- During ‘the month of September all a,dministrative ma.tte:rs in thie Batt-
a,\liun were handled with a minimum of delay. Contact with Di'vision Artillery,
318th Infantry Reg:\. ent, and the Rear Echelon was made d.aily through message . |

center or by the Battalion agent,
|

I:
Ja b

Horning z'eports and estimated lose Teports of the Battlalion were foz'warded.
to higher schelons ly. Reports on the disposition of capualties have not

_ been recieved by this battalion. If such a Tepors were possible it would fac-

iliate the requisition of replacements, particularly in the| ‘specialist classe

Gasu.alties for 'the period were:
'~ 3 Officers wounded in action.
7 Enlisted Men wounded in action.
2 Enlisted Men Killed in action.
4 BEnlisted Men Non-battle cesualties.

Casuslties Teturned to duty:
2 Officers.
3 Enlisted Men,

Eeplaceunents recieved during the period were:
B Oﬁ‘icers. :
22 Eulisted. Men.

|
I
|
|.
{

|

E!'na :flcw of replacanents to tb.e :Ba’otalion has been very satisfactory and |
The Battalion was paid 30th

in gufficient quanities to fill all T/0 vacancies.
September 19194-. :

General Recowmendationa 2

f
fik
|
i

| That a report on the disposition, and poaaibl'e date of return, on

cms.ltilea, be given each battalion.

2. That each battery be allowed $0 earry 5 ba.eics over T/o g0 that

they may be trained. by the 'ba.ttarys as replacements.

S-1

/M

J.&HES F. ROARK
Mg or, 3110-1;31 FA Bn,
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