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To The Ad,jutant General, Washington, D. C.

aw

l.. The pOI‘lOd coverd by the enclosed staff reports marked tm.s
battalion's initial entry into combat. Because of the r;ewnes of all personnel

to the prioblems involved and because it is believed most of|these problems

have heretofore been met and solved by other units it is deemed wise to

foreé;o_comments and recbmmehd.ations_ wtil we have another mmm . of battle

i experience, . |
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51;1: Angnst 1944 | |

: -« HEADQUARTERS '
311;‘111 FIELD ARTILIFRY BATTALION
APO # 80, U. S. Army

1 |October. 9Lk,

Subject:| Report Aftler Action Against Enemy for month of . q_v(rgg.gt 1934}!_-‘.%
To 3 mo.:AdJ.uftqnt General, Washington, D. C.
} SEoTION 1 oM U\G‘

Left Portland riarhor, Dorset County VZ 1297, oa board Lsm at 0600
enroute. - ,

6th August 194h:

Arrived Utdéh beach, l?rance. YT 4598, at 0200, debarked at 0600, distance
traveled by water 82 miles. Froceeded by motor couvoy to Transit Arvea "BH
arriving at 0700, Left Area "B" 0730, arrived bivouac area South of St Jores
VT 28108585,' at 0930, Distsnce traveled 19 miles.

Ith gggst 194k, | |
‘No change. Recelved warning order 0900 for administrative march to vici-

nity of :Br eCEY

~a

8th & 9th ast 19 : '
Left Bivouac lA!Tea by motor convoy 0945, arrived randewous area vicinity

of Le Que Botnek, 20 miles South of Brecey at 1545, Distance traveled 57 miles.

Received order for tor march at 2030 to vicinity of Le Mans. . Left 2200,  Ar-
rived 3 miles West of Vaiges at 1130, 9th Angust 1944. Distance traveled 70 .
miles., Received order for attack on St Suzenne by Combat T.eam 318th 0800,
Augnﬂt 10 19""&0 !

I , i
| .

10th Angnst 1944 i |

Battalion occupied positions 6/10 miles South West of Chemnes, V 986449, |
at 0700. Distance traveled 7 miles, 905th Field Artillery Battalion attached,
Troops entered. St | Snzanne 1100. - No opposition was met, no missions were fired.
905th Field Artillory Ba,ttalzlon released 1400, 315th Field Artillery Battallon
attached, Battalion displaced U miles at 1915 and occupied position vieinity
of Jmbriers 3 022496, no missions fired. At 2100 318th combat teem recieved
orders to meske night march on Sille-le~Guillsume. Battalion remained in its
present position ovqr night.

11tk Angust 194 e '

‘Displaced 0600, 8% miles, to vicinity of Rouesse-?asse Z 121548, to support
ettack on Sille-le-Guillaume at 0300. Troops entered town at 1200 meeting no
opponition.  No missions were fired.

12th ;jg_g(ust 194k
: Battalion displaced to vicinity of Sille-le—Guilla.ume. Distance traveled

; 201" mileﬁo

S |
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13th Met 191411

. Left Sille-le-Guillaume by motor convoy 0900 arrived bivouac ares 10 mile
West of Alencon VZ 32059221, at: 0200 1L4th Angust 194l. Distance traveled U3
miles.

l’}th Anggat 194

Left ares West of Alencon by motor convey 1700, arrived bivouac area 3 %
mile North of IEvron r 961105500. at 1930. Distance travoled 4o miles.

15tb._Auguet 19Ul
 No change. ! \

16th August 194l | ‘
- No changeq: B.ocioved orders to move by motor convey to vicinity of Mont-
merrei VU 31003050.

17th Angust 194l: |
Teft area North of Evron 0500, Battery "CM attached to the 3rd Battalion
318th Infantry Regiment as advanced guard battery for the narch., Arrived ares

1 nile South of Montmerrei, 9 mile South of Argentean,VU 31003050, at 1115. Dis-

tance traveled Hl miles. Gccupied positions vicinity of Malandrevie and regist-
ered uging Air Observation Post at 1730. Distance traveled 8 mile. No missions
fired, 318th Combat Teem recieved mission of capturing Argentan and higsh ground
North of Argentan, prepared to continue the attack in the direction of town.
Thig battalion is in direct support with the 313 Field Artillery Battalion and
315 Flield Artillery Battalion reinforcing our firees,

MLAj_gust 191%1&' '
Battalion reregistered 0730 and fired appreximately %‘missions prior to

displacing at 1306’ to vicinity of J 1vigny—5ur-0rno, VU 298169, d.istance treveled

6 miles. ne.gisterea! 1430.

19th August gdl: | j

No change. Battle for Argentan continues., German tiger tanks end 88um -
guns holding up advance. This Battelion took part in concentration of 7 Battel-
ione 5 volleys on town of Argentan, one of this Battalion's| ‘Forwerd Qbservers
adjusting one of our batterys to obtaln adjusted coordinates, the large concente
ration following 45 minutes later. This concentration set the town on fire and |
was later proved to | ave been very effective.

20th Amgust 19hl: | |

No change. 2nd and 3rd Battalions 318tk Infentry Regimant captured Argen=-

tan at 1000. First Battalion, 318th Infantry Regiment captured Orennes 1430.

317tk Combat Tesm ceptured the high.ground Norith of Argentan at 1600. This Bat-
talien fired 2227 ra'ané.s during period 17th - 20th Auvgust.  Alr Observation was
used very effectively during thie operation. ‘ | ailil L
2lst August 19kl ! ;

Division moved into assembly ares South East of Argen’oan. This Battalion
given missions of general support. No change in position,

22nd August 194l:

" No change.

23rd Angust 19hk:
No change.
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2tk Au ﬁt 10Uk - :
‘Ho change. 3171311 Gombat Teer and 318th Combat team reinact attacks on
Argentan. Recieved warning ord.er of move %o vicinity of Artemay on the 25

Augast 19Uk,

25th August 1Ok
il No change. Move and destination in werning order of the 2lth ehanged,
| at 2150 recieved. ord.ei's to move by motor. convoy %o vieinity of Sens, 56 miles
||l South Bast of Paris| at 0500 26 Angust 194k, :

F
|
|
26t Auguet 19Ll: ‘ ‘
[ Left ‘Argenta.n at,OBOO by motor couvoy, arrived rend.ezvous nesr Collensuns,
5 miles South West of ‘Sens, 0630, 27 August 194k, Biatance tra.veled. 293 miles,

2]th L‘n&net 19k;
Recieved order a’o 1100 to move by mo tor convoy to vicinity of Orvilliers,
Left rendezvous 1140, arrived Orvilliers 1630. Distance traveled 54 miles.
Occupied positions and registered. No missions fired. At 1800 recieved order
to march on Chalens, high ground North of Jivigny end to asta.blish bridge head
. over Marne River. Normal Combat Team a.ttachments.

28th Angust 194k - | i)

| Left Orvilliers 9 and occ@ie& positions 2 mile South of Anlnaw. %2’-&69,

| . aistance traveled 61 miles. Battalion forded Seine and Aube |Rivers as the bridges

were blovm. Slight opposition met at Aulney, over came with ino need for artillery.

il Battalion occupied poFiti.on 2030 end registered from Air Observatian Post. No '
migsions ﬁred.. | ‘ :

: * S | ! i
i ! No change. Bat ion displaced across Marne by fording at 1100, Distance
; traveled 6 miles. Battalion in position and registered, T 439526, st 1100.
it 318th on only high ground eround Les Grandes Lodges 1730. Baitalion could not
i displace becemse of blown bridges over camal and Gravelable River. Battalion
fired on two eneny plenes, hits were obtained, bat no verificatian of any being
Shot down. ! ‘ | I -

[ IS _ il i

Je’sh&z.sﬁs'awm | : F
| Battslion displaced 0830 to 1388581 Just North of Les Grandes Loé.ges. Dige

‘ \ tence traveled 7 mﬂ.els. Battalion directed over route from liaigon plane with |
; very good results. ' Battalion was strafed by 3 enemy planes, |no casualties, Rec-
ieved warning order at 2030 for move o the Bast at 0700, 31|August 19&11-. '

31st August 1944 fs
Recieved ord.er for sttack Bar Lie Duc, Gommercy, hig,h ground North Kast of

Commercy snd to secu:ce bridgze head ever Meuse River at: commercy. Left Grandes
lodges 0700 arrived politien, U 083250, at 21”. Distance traveled. b5 miles,
il Fo miseions fired.

AMES F. ROARK
Major, 314tk FA Bn,
S-3
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Gth Augast 194 to 3lst August 19m+;

During this period this battalion was in almost constant movement either as
long motor merches or *n repid displacement. S-2 activity was confined to radio
reports of forward observers during movement concerning location of various units

||l of the comba.t team., Ground Observation Posts were impossible|to mairtain and

(L mecesaary. Ou.'c Air Observetion Posts was in constant opera’aion weather permiti-

i | ing, keep:lng the command informed on 1oeation of elements of the columns. Enemy

|| activity was 1ight and.} consisted of resr guard action when ever contact Was ‘made.
The action never delay[ed the division to any extent. | ‘

; Ground observation pleyed its first role ia the action at Argentan on August

{| 1944 when each .'Batteryl established such observation. Forward observers and air

| observation posts st11l played the most important part in the |operation due to
unfavorable terrain conditions for ground observation posts. The Argentan operstion
set into motion the S-2 activities of the Division Artillery, and after the first
days the flow of information smoothed out both up and down., During this period
Company Commanders had to bBe cautioned about sending forward observers out with
their front line troops under artillery and mortar fire where observation was im-
possible and their presenca proved 1neffective.

The S=2 activitiels during this period vere improv'od dnring actual combat and
the changee have proven most effective since that time, The better communication
facilities of the a::t:l.llery accounteéd for the repid transmission of S§-2: information
to Division Artillery land Division. Corps played little part in our operation and
information recleved from them ususlly come to late to be of any use, An adeguate
supply of maps wag previded. although of a scale that was of little use to artillery

| except for reconnaa.ssance purposes. ;
i M Clhot s
:azcam*f scmmon |

Captain, 31h4th FA En,
S=2
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' smcmzom 111
6t sngust 194k to 31st August Lok =

Q'pon arrival of this organization in France on 6th August 19Ul we were still
short some critical :ltems in engineer and ordinance material. This shortage could
not be filled before going into batile because this organization was not under the
control of the units occupying the Zone in which we were assemyled. It is recomm-
ended that supply procednre be simplified in higher echelons t°| such an extent that
eny unit needing criticél itens for battle mey obtain them from any mpply base that
has them without regar to channels.

'.F'he basic a’upply rocedare used 1n supplying smaller unitg is sound. Th:!.s Pro=—

. cedure operated very efficiently throughout the month except under repid moving sit-
 uations. It became impoesible at times for supply 1nsta11a.tions to keep up with for-

ward units. At no time \did this unit suffer from leck of rations. but meny times we
ran low on fuel supply. | It is recommended that one additional 'truck 2% ton be auth-
orized for Field Artillery Battalions for the purpose of haul.tng fuel. This would
relieve some of the strain camsed lty having only one vehicle for wuse in hanling class
I, clage 1I, and class II1] supplies.

Class I supplies

Class one supplies for this organization were handled in an excellent manner
throughout the month., A%t no time 4id men have to go without a single meal because of
shortages. Under a fas} moving situation "C" or "KW -ratione of the latest type are
preferable. In g stabilized situation the 10 in 1 or *BY ration is preferable.

i Clags 11 su jylies ’

Class two su‘pplies were not replaced as rapidly as were need.e&. !f.‘his was censed

- by meny rspid moves of great distance and a number of changes f}'em one corps to ane

other. Replacement of critical items destroyed in action was efficient, however re-
Placement of salvage clothing was too slow throughout the month,

CLlass II1 supplies

Class three supply points were too few and too far from front lines throughout
the month. It is recemxﬂended that clags III supply points be more numerous and located
closer to units using them.

Amsrani tion supply

Ammuni tion supply wes handled in a superior manner in this unit even though we
had to travel as much a8 80 miles one way at times for resupply,. At no time were we
ever short of our basic |J.oad. !

Genera.l Reeommendati ons:

1. That class III \supply points be placed closer to front line u.nits.

2. That anmmitiox; supply points be placed closer to nt line units,

JAMES A. BENFORD /
Gaﬁt, 31h4th FA BA
S=




e

DECLASSIFIED
Authority [N\I[ ). 5@5}[

Reproduced from tha Unalassified!| Declassifiad Holdinas of the National Archives

| SECTION IY

Gth August 194K to 3lsh August 194k 4
During the i_‘;'periodi 6 Auguet 1944 to 31 August 19hl, &oapi{,;‘e freguent moves,

all administrative mjatiters in this Battalion were hendled with a minimm of de-
lay by contact with the rear echslon. This contact was maintained through the

message centers of this battalion and those of Division Artillery and the 318th

- Infantry Regiment. = | . ,

Sunmaries of morning Teports are sent to the Division Forwaerd Echelon daily
at 1600, All reports reached their destination. f

\ lsghe daily G-1 pem?‘iod:lc report was sent to 318th Infantry Regiment each day
at Qe 1 /

Casualties for the period were:

3 0fficers Klled in action.

1 Officer wounded in actlon.

3 Enlisted Men wounded in actlon. |
Their effects ‘were invmtox;ied. and sent to the rear echelon immediately.
Replacements xecfltevea ~during the period were:

5 Officers.
6 Enlisted Iiyien.

The Battalion vas pald on the 3rd of September 19kk.
i | |

A

. | ' JAMES F. ROARK
Rl » Ma;ajar,' 314th FA Ba,
| ' . 5=l
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