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SUBJECT:  After Acbion Henort for period 1 Qz::,t.u per 1944 to 31 October 1914.;;,
inclusive, (Section I - Summegry of dally operations and action).
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o 4ne battalion occunied defensive positiocns at FAULE 1=8 Cctober 1 ity
continuing direct surport of 3L7th Inf, Howltzers and all r:bat',e'*“*ff installations
were dus . ﬁ""“ :13*31’“‘1 ¥D0C loecated in a shellproof vault
nnder o dw alling, Heinforcing Artillery dur this period consisted of one batte—

,{
alion of 105 il Howitzers, (51- 'l:,h FA Bn) and '?:.,.f-,; platoons of 808th T,
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$
in and permanent Urs eﬁﬁ ibhlished
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be On 2 g Jet 1944 and 3 Qet 1944 the batbtalion "li[“ri}l‘bed the actlon of 2nd
Battalin n, S17th Anf in its atvempt to extend the OPLR to include the town of STURY.
Ihis support consisted of seoftening=un fires on SIVRY and .L" POULECH orior ‘jm the |
sthtack and screening observation on T TOULGH and XT 8% JuAN after davlight, also
ciosg in fires as callad for b;j.r tne Forwara JUbserver with the dssult szpa:i:’rgn Radio
and Wire Lommnicetions were maintained with the Forward Ubserver durine the firstht
dayv and night of this o a*“"*a‘&wm

ce Yrior to daviight on 3 Cct 1944 the eneny counterattacked our wmositions
gt 2 I¥ZL and were successful in rebaking the towm. The counteratb 't;ac}f: was 'f"z;r*e‘ 2ledd
by a hesvy A if*“t iliery and morter preparablon which ook out our wire and radic Conm
uliications, Certain Barrages and defensive concentrations were called for over 'ti'ze

)
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Infantry 300 serles radioes +the norimal and emergency barrages were fired reneatedly
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Was ooy . ne this operstion due o wegther conditicons.

F"?

.i‘;' X Y ﬁ' ! Lh ¥ oy - T 'I '1 2 - 7 s - i | ‘-f:" "y - b Tl : 3 e & i i
e Un 7 Oet 1944 the battalion coordinated the fires of reinforcing units
| A o . e e} i gu” il Bae g *;,,. oL r*' oy T OTTT TerTY T & T T & 47 ey .,
in The preparation fire prior to fhe atbacl: of 3L7th on T ST JEAN, LOQIVRON and
, i » . )

Wit

g f -
JEANDALINCOURT and eantinued close support dnring "r,.he capture of these objeclives,

Yuring this neriod 1~8 Oct 1944, 14O hissions were fired as follows: 23 on Infant: Yy,
5 High Burst Registration, 15 Harassing, 20 P’?eparatlom 12 l‘("*la , 2 Observation
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4 verraze, 10 Lortars, 2 Irovagenda, 1 Tenk; 8 Base Foint Registration, 6 Check “oint,

es At 18630 hrs, 8 Ocv 1944, the Battalilon displaced to positions in the
vieinity Of 7 BoAtls,  Hission ajirﬁ ct support of the 317th Infantry s-1dvamz.ng on

LEIRLICOURT and CHENICCURT, Continued on this mission unbil CT wee relieved in this
sector bf?:n;'% nning 12 Uct 11'51,.;,1;.. -8&? wigsions fired during the period as follows

6 Infantry, & Harassing, nterdiction, 2 kachine Guns, 1 Tank, 4 lortars, ,3 Base
Foint Registrations,
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(After Action Report, continued)

fo At 1545 hrs, 12 Oct 1944, the Battalion displaced to defensive pos
itions vieindty of L{JIJV with mission of Uirect Su13D01“+ off 317th Infantry, ‘EZ‘h;e
Battalion was well dug-in and alspersed and complete vlans of defensive fires made
ana coordinated Wluh re:z,z'ﬁmm:lng; units, At 1900 h:r*:*s 26 Oct 1944 moved to positions
in the FORET DR FAGY to west of FORT SUR 3 -“'EFFILILE* lission unchanged, Battalion
remgined nthelocation and on same mission through 31 Oct 1944, 56 liissions fired
as folliows: 12 Infantry, .,,._L digh Burst Adjustment, 11 Interdiction, 1 Observation
rosts, 2 Counter Battery, 2 kachine Gun, 7 BP Registrations, 1 Vehicles, 1 Prop-
aganda, 3 lkortars, 2 CI,

J'J

2, wuring the Der“ioe:'i L2=31 October 1944, very little firing wss done
by the battalion., There was limited enemy aCLw:Lb‘v' 1n the sector* and the allowance
of ammunition was co nﬂlder-wb? v decreased, The firing of the battalion was limited
to targets of opportunity and necessary registrations to insure accurate fires in

event of an emergency or enemy atbacke D ring this period reinforcing units cons isted

of 512 FA Bn, 775 FA Bn, 1 llatf“}(.)ﬂ L‘*O 10 Bn, Co A, 702 Tank Bn, Cannon Co, 317th

Inf and 411 AA Bn, Interdiction and na:r*ca.aas:slm‘ fires during the period were assigned

to the TD t).l.atoon, Lank company and Cannon Company, Tar eta of opwortunity were
fired on using any reinforcing unit as situation and natum of Larget warranted,
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ge DURVEY - During period of this report, due to t}‘ae defensive nature of
the action, there was considerable increase in sm*vev Jorlﬁ. Position areas, ohs-
crvatmn postu, oase and referencs nc_mf wWwere accurately 1o .::*”"?""-*“‘ and rechecked,
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(After Action Rewnort, contimued)
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AVerage er of roundas ner mission, 20,54 rounds. OFf Total iissions
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Ce alll OF ~ 1he weather during the entire pericd was bad, visibility
” : o % -y N e W o e iy ] ; > s . 13 e B2 " [ I!"Ih 3 i T;; Uil ; -y - * -
very poor, Llimiting the activity of ths Air OF, 'The Alr OF was, ho w&"?ﬁ'ﬂ' or, used to
e =, ':l - A R R . - ™y il e T T: s "'i *) PE' e ": ';* v - v A B S i Wy ¥ 5 Pl : o = I i £ O e - By p
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f:i‘_. PUNLICATIONS =~ Due to limited movements and defensive pature of
mission during 3115.-13 o:‘r:*:Ltgr of The ‘_;;‘mﬂ‘."".f..i}fii » no consilderable difficulty ,was encountered
in maintaining wire. Long lateral lines installed to adjacent units resulted in use
uueually large amounts of wire, =Radio Communications continued zood ., althoush

the need for an ‘i.I“LpI'OVGd portable type radio for forward observers is indicated,

S T"IO - The remla_c: csinent of the 105 ¥, =2 Howitge
1sed by the cannon cc:u:q:zarr;f 'E-"-.?j.t-.".‘ culd be given consid

L3 T YT DI £ T LY 1 i T FL . Ty oy oy - ~y - -?- !
e LBRINFORCGING ARTILLERY - The assistance and conperation of reinfored ng
unites of Artillery conbimes to be excellent,

L

Ce ALOATNING = Durine the neriod 13=31 Cetoher, consideraghle trea ining of

b
personnel of battalion was conducted. Specizl emphasis being placed on gunnery and

¥ &

y # 1

technicue of fire support. Classes for infantry officers in conduct of fire using
ﬂ::llll ‘“4.,. - -y - - W -: L Y way ‘5.-- e
U methods were conducted in each Inf

f

ayory Hattallon by the Artill &,-"3; Liaizson Off-
lcer. wiress was *r*lf—“zCEEd on the preparation a.m tmorovemnent of pex ant {leld
reifications. lalntenance ord care of equinment snd vehicles was 1"eempmﬁ :z.ged..

H-1I -Il-- l-—-— q.-u-"

Ne AUNITION - The problem o

ferent lot~ of amminition rae—

‘! = g Y L - . 3 ) -- e - =g - p ‘.I-_:-- . .! [ 41 t‘ o, o L s i - %
malng unchanged. Every ovportunity is taken however, to eliminate small lots |o)%
using them on harassing and int erdicts Lon 11881003, A recapulabtion of Araunition

" - -'a » Ty - | g . 1.. P <. b |
expenced during the mwonth is as follows:
o, TEET T ; T wanndien
shell HE =l8eeereaesseseee 359 Rourds

-'5 }1611 }“{E J'ai""'5£‘}f.-. & % 8 ¢ @ ¢ 0 0 D e e @ 7‘:;5-.: :iOLn(.].S
Shell, Sroke, HCosoeosessee 160 Rounds
rotal Bommendiluree.ees 601 Rounds:
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HEADQUARTERS 313TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
AFO #80, U. S, Army

5 November 1944

SUBJECT: After Action Report for period 1 October 1944 to

51 Cctober 1944 'inclusive, (Section IV - Personnel
and Allied Administration).

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. G, (Through
channels)

- 1ls Strength: The Battalion entered the period with the
following strength:

T/0 Authorizstion Actual Over or Short

Officers 34 34
Warrant Officers 2 ' 2
Enlisted Men 473 471 -

2. Casualtlies and Replacements for the?period:

Enlisted lMen OQfficers
Killed in action ” 2
Wounded in sction 4 1
Migsing in action 1 i
Disease or injury (non-battle) 15 1
- Totals 22 3
- Replacements received 12 1
5« Awards for the period:
Enlisted Men Officers
Bronze Star 3 - 0
Purple Heart T 2

4, TPayment of Battalion: All Officers and enlisted men
of the battalion were paid on 31 October 1944,

5. Mall: Letters and packages from home, the Number 1
morale factor, have not been coming to the troops as they should,
Somewhere along the channels mail is belng held up. In some in-
stances, several days and even weeks elapse without a mail delive

ery.,
S ey i

M, R, CALLAYW

WOJG, USA,

Personnel Officer,

5 By C_%*R‘* Daie _(f? [L’[.,g(; .
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s Loncurrence 1n apove sectlonsg ag prevared by otaifl Officers

2e  Llis *ollQWWn“ godlitioneal E@ﬂ@?&l cOomment s are Qilerad
B, econnalssance ag generally taught at the A Schiool
Canno {...,1%*:?“5 be used, Jsartlies f@r 10 T nr,,..] Ly reduced, with re-
connalgsance continued by echelon. The o ton "jeep" ig the most
practical vehlcle for reconna 1 O -

Ay
e

lssance, J000 Dositlon areas were

nlentlful witn tne exception of Tirst area on crossine Hoselle River,

b, wwlgplacenents were of the orthodox one-and-then two-
batltery echelon Lyoe or when Dogsible the Tfires were taken over oy a
relnforeins battallon, Tolsg wag accomplished by sendine a radio car
to Ot of that battalicn and turnirs over wire clrcuits,., Hange and
communlcatliong are tune dominating snd controlling factors in dige
olacement. d

.i.i. —— -L ¥ 'ﬂ.;,l

e e 2 Ter o " >
WworkeC exceptionally well, atl times relay =gy

atatlons were nesded and used, Zage cgetls were habitually the 608 o

g'i

_-5,..-‘1,4'“1 re Wa,g & L t WL mes p:‘:. (& fj_ DUE i: ,LF - _jii i'.l la't';r j_r:_fr_ 5131 c::t r‘\
- . - » u o ﬁ
TL1Lon, ‘he 1:.s8ue of .

dere usually excellent aft —

(¥} Relav by Wir CF was freguently used to advantasge, i
de Mlrin: Zatterieg, Thelr functionin: was the lsast R
woryy of the commander, Suiilclent personnel seemed to always be ap
avallable enl resoonse was excelilent,
3, QESTHEVITION ‘
(1) dellance waes vlaced on 7o 'f’*ifﬁz*,ffi Ubservers and Aly Cr'a,
e maintenance of communications and pergonnel in IO varties was
.

< S ki o ¥ e il | Sitates e i
Lhie most k“-JﬂLmdlt sroblem @ncountered
(2) Hemi=permanent Cr's were used, normally, tLwo par
S| PE

pettallon wit% one acdltional per reinforcing uauuallom.

.Fj lI— 1 :, . ‘~Ir t'r'l- ':‘;,"‘{ T?
i AR ke (g ekl By

E
— e
e ™

’ maintenance We.s continuea by patal
ervice battery veilcles into the lig and lettered batterles thereby
reelns vehlule o the -n Zectlion for a mininum of 24 houre, Hovee
ent of the 9! Luantll apsolutely emwsentlal,
Ordnance materiel was hnandic
remedlied towagra sndl of “rfloﬁ}.

et ( -1,-; ¥ a r’*{’ rjr (ot V%7 1-' ~a 1.-.--.1 ™y n
'::"v.l-l—-ﬁ-t-—l lﬁrOI 4 E:\‘ oy ..-Jwi-.- -}lrj_ 'g-.!‘.. r L F:f. .L L_e .1:__ ‘I:‘ ot .
3 Larattion of 10- .fl revldly was cunbersomne,
o P i B Y e B Y Lol oo o _ ol ol 8 i | ; . 5
(2) Lhw s e Q; thie 5 Ratlons with kitchens near position
areas nas provew Lo ce trne most satlslfactory., -
-
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(After Action Report, continued)

h, SUSFLY SLASS II, IIT, IV, V:

lueqzmte and tilmely with few exceptlons,
1. L ...-’“";1. SHECURLTY
~ult for the Hag Ztry since all persornel
were usually OtﬂﬁVWiﬁ% engased, Fuards were furnicshed by sectlons,
four to six VosTSs (”tﬁt#o*”*T) belns used for each battery,
(2) The dea;ruﬂtlon of one enemy tank by direct
of & 105 mm Ho ﬂit r was made during this pveriod,

3_, T V
tlT mormally, nons other than thne usuwally accepted met

were used, hen deviated f‘row, tLlne wag excessglve,

v

flre

(2) In fire for effect the uvse of more ammunition is
indicated. in mv olnio) s ilevs for Ffect sglhiould i e rule
indics In my oprinion six volleys for effect srould pe the r "
aiter a ]Ou vardh bracket i% obtazneﬂ. |

(3) There were occassions when conflicting or incorrect
reports of front lines guspended adeqguate artiilery muﬁyort. The
responaiblity for observed mig ¢ shold De "“*1 ced on the observer,
in.comignctiOQ‘wimﬁ:hmmthﬁ; nfantry commpn;e even though the
"plot" shows below aa:e'eleva,c on on H,C.0, © ,Lr,.a..:.t or in Zector of
ad jacent TLroops.

(4) “he use of Hetro data Iincreased toward latter vart
of D@rioﬂ and imoroved thne accuracy of fires ag witnegsea on the

e
{-_}r*'- 1'-#-[.1 'hu‘_‘

Lte l....h

{,‘ ;.I:'-ﬁr.;-.i D*#J .L.!ﬂ-.igv'ﬂ-'i%..}
Jse of ﬁftlllefy wrnen infantry 1ig erating in hneavy

woods: In my opinion this tvee of operatlon ﬁ&llm for & combletg
saturation of woodg by all avallable artillery and othier supporting
weapons on areas followed by the infantry assauvult. OCnce the foot
coldier has entsred woods close-in sunoort has proved nearly lm-
moesible., ‘ihie amount of Amm used wWill neceggarily be great velore
the sttack bult nesliginle ﬂurﬂnJ the attack. ‘Lfhe normal prenaration
followed -by "call misg Llomh is inadeguate,

1. 7The asglstance rendered by reinforcinz Artillery
pattaliong wag irdia %ﬂﬁlDlG, more tnan acyuate and suverloyr in
executlon,

m, Combalt losses

Thevy nmust be avolded even tnougn over-caution 1is
necessarv, L;i@ ; 1*:10&1.10?1 ¢ were not adeguately trained. Unly one 0,

Wirio entered apat at beginring of period, 1s stlll with the or-
canlzatlon, ﬂiﬁ oiflcers have been lost in actlon as obsgervers
5 Incs.

Tnel 1 - After Action Revort (Section

Tnel 2 = After ﬂGtiOM Revort (Dection

Tnel % - After Action Report (Zection

Incl 4 - After JAction Hderort (~ectlion

Inel B - After Action KReport (init Jourm
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HEADQUARTERS 313TH FIELD ARTILLIERY BATTALION
AFPO #80, U, S. Army

5 Nbveﬁber 1944

SUBJECT: After Action Report for period 1 October 1944 to
51 October 1944 inclusive, (Section III - Logistics,
supply procedure, problems).

T0  : The Adjutant General, Washington, D, C. (Through
Channelﬂ). |

l. Class I Supply: Ratlions have been up to par, The

10% increase for Liaison and Forward Observers parties has taken

effect, OSubstitute items are still not satligfactory,.

2. Class II Supply: Clothing has been better this month

than any previous month, but critical shortages in heavy cloth-
ing still exist.

3¢ Class III Supply:

&, Dlviglion control of gasoline and oil is good,
b. The use of Diesel 0il in Immersion Type Heaters
has proven a failure and in some cases, insanitary,

4, Motor Supply:
8, Tlre replacement still critical, near-=py tire
unit would be the solution,
b. Parts, common, replacement should be improved,
(i.e.) bolts, nuts and washers.
c. Difficulty in obtaining parts for 12 volt SY S~

tem. (i.e.) 12 volt ignition coil has been on requlg=
ltion 7 weeks,

d. Forward Observer and Liaison vehicles have been

recalled after each tactical problem for a g0t check
by 2nd Echelon shop,

5. Class V Supply:
8, Ammunition supply adequate, but distance is gen-
erally toogreat to A, S. P, '

b. Stlll cannot obtain any sizeable amount of one
lot number,

5 'NIL. cEXVILIO
Captain, FA
Sl
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