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HEADQUARTERS 305TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 80, United States Army

AFTER ACTION REPORT

Summary of Daily Operations, February 19L5

1. Period arca East of DIEKIRCY, Luxembourg, Battalion CP
located a 5 urg throughout the period, 3
The 80th Infantry Division continued in a defensive position, while mak-
ing prevarations to cross the OUR and SAUIR Rivers and breach the SIEGFRIED Line.

The division's engineers con‘inued maintaining the roads in the division sector.

Snow was removed and the roads were sanded, Our trucks hauled this sand from sand-
pits in the vicinity. Con*inuous reconnaissance was conducted to check on the con-
dition of the roads, Bridges were maintained, In *he forward areas roads were
cleared of enemy mines and other obstacles, Craters were filled, as were shell

holes, A few culverts were built, At the same *ime we were busy preparing cra-

ters, abatis, minefields, demolition of bridges and culverts and other obstacles

to prevent a possible enemy penetration. Only in places where none of our troons
werg located, were any of these obstacles ac*ually executed. Shortly prior to our
next oneration, all friendly obstacles which would interefere with our advance,

were cleared and removed., Very active reconnaissance for crossing sites of the

OUR and SAUER Rivers was conducted by the line companies, Pole and satchel dem-
olitions chrages were prevared for use on SIEGFRIED Line pillboxes. Troons of

one infantry regiment received training from us in crossings with assault boats.

Our equinment was cleaned and brought in‘c good condition. Among *he few odd jobs .
performed by the batitalion were the cuttinz of logs for FA units of the division,
digging in of AA guns, burials of dead cattle and the running of a ferry for In-
fantry troons across the SURE River,

2. Period rea vicinity of junction of OUR and SAUER Rivers.
Battalion remained a% UCELTTE, Luxembourg throughout the period.

The 80th Infantry Division crossed the OUR and SAUER Rivers into GERMANY,
and breached the SIEGFR'ED Line, The initial assault crossings were accomnlished
by the supporting engineers of the 1335th Engineer Combat Group, while our comnan-
ies busied themselves wi'h road work and mine clearance on the far shore. Ve con-
tinued making pole and satchel charges for the Infantry, and gave Infantry units
still on the near side some assault crossing training and training in the use of
demolitions. Extensive road and bridge site reconnaissances were conducted. Bri-
dges across the OUR and SAUER Rivers were constructed by the sup orting engineers.
Our comnanies repaired roads, filled craters (or temporarily bridged them) and
shell holes, repaired road shoulders, corduroyed some sections of roads and in-
stelled culverts where needed, We clezred enemy mines from roads and in tovms, 1
Booby traps in towns were checked for and cleared. Enemy abatis were cleared, and
I-beams obstacles in roads removed, We crossed the troops of one Infantry regi-
ment in boats over the SAUIR River, and were continuously busy fer.ying sunplies
until adequate bridges were commleted, Sometime and energies were devoted to-
werds refrieving bridge equioment, lost in the flooded rivers at night, Three 36-
foot and one 2i-foot treadway bridges were built by us, also one 50-foot Bailey
bridge, The embrasures and doors of nillboxes were destroyed to nrevent eneny
re-entrance, Two pillboxes were blovm un completely by us. Again we buried dead !

cattle, A dugout for an Infapntry CP was built, !
3 Periodﬂ: area Bast of VIADEN, Luxembourg, Battalion GP

located 2¥ LARUCFETTE, Luxembourg 15-17 February, at BETTENDORF, Luxembourg 18-19
February and at DIEKIRCH, Iuxembourg 19-22 February 1945,

Having broken into the SIEGFIED Line, and established a2 firm bridgehead
into GERMANY, the division continued its attack to the Northeast, Our engineer
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troops continued clearing roads of enemy mines, numerous abatis and knocked out
L vehicles and tanks, Log road blocks were encountered and remcved, One enemy
mine dump was found and destroyed. Debris and rubble in towns was cleared out.
Repair of roads and maintenance on them was again a big job, Very many craters
were filled, over 1000-feet of corduroy road built, road shoulders repaired, and
] culverts constructed. lNud was scraned from roads. Bridges in our sector were
maintained by us,

Three more nillboxes were destroyed, Additional pole and satchel charges
were made and riven to the Infsniry., One 600' x 21! air sirip was built, one 28-
foot timber bridge for light vehicles and one class L0 sixty-foot Bailey bridge
a was erected, Repairs had to be effected on many partially damaged bridges. Dem-

: olitions were removed from one bridge captured intact,

Miscellaneous jobs were burial of more dead animals, cutting trees for
air strip, posting road si and building dugouts and CP huts for Infantry.

& areca West of BITBURC, Germany, Battalion CP lo-
cated DIELIHCH 23- , at GAY MILL, Bermany 25 February, and at METTEN-
DORF, Germany 26-28 February 19L5.

The division's bridgehead was enlarged, and now that the SIEGFRIED Line
had been breached, our next mission was to move Northeast nd establish a bridge-
head over the PRUM River. The lith Armored Vivision worked with and ahead of us,
and not only crossed the PRUM River, but crossed the NIMS River as well and reach-
ed the KYLL River to the east, Our division followed closely behind them, mopning
uw and holding the ground gained, Contact with units of the VIIT Corps was estab-
’ lished thus completing clearance of the SIEGFRIED Line throughout the XIT Corps and

VITT Corps sectors.

Vie continued maintaining roads, Reconnaissance of roads in their respec-
tive sectors was continued by our commanies, They filled more craters and repaired
roads. Two class L0 36-foot treadwzy bridges were built and maintained, one ford
was constructed and main*ained, lore enemy mines were removed and destroyed, In
addition to clearing roads of mines, arcas were swepnt for use by the field hospital
FA nositions ani a FA air strip, Log road blocks were removed, as were knocked
out vehicles and tanks which were blocking passage. Towns were checked for booby
traps, and the few that were found were immediately destroyed. ©ix enemy guns were
destroyed, and a total of 27 nillboxes were blovm up durins the period, More dead
animals were buried,

5. Comments, Observations and Recommendationss:

. a. Very valuable assistance was rendered by bhe units of th

Engineer Combat Yroup ( which supnorted the
80th Yivision throushout the month, arensineers did most of the
assault crossinss and built all the larger bridges, “uring the river crossings they
worked on a mission basis, but once the bridgehead was secure and all bridges in,
we again agreed wron 2n engineer rear work boundary., Cccasion-l missions forward
of this boundary were requested and accomplished by them. The river crossings were
very difficult and the 1135th lost many men and some equipment., Generally speak-
ing the flood stage of the rivers and the resulting swift currents were the main
technical causes for the difficulties in putting in footbridges and conducting
assault crossings. Ememy artillery amd morter fire continuously harassed engineer
troops in their missions, and 2 few times damaged our ridges. In addition, the
nfantry regiments had a large nercentage of green reinforeements, who had no ex-
perience with assault river crossings, All this added up %o much hardship, loss of
time, lives and equipment, Nevertheless, *he crossings were quite successful,

b. In breaching the SIEGFRIED Line the engineers had no part in the act-

pal assault and taking of pillboxes, We did destroy or seal up some of the pill-
boxes, after they had been teken and there was some danger of enemy infil*rating
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back into them, The enemy was entirely on the defensive and as a result it was
no® deemed necessary to completely destroy 21l pillboxes.

c. By far our biggest job was the maintenance and revair of roads, At
first the weather caused us headeches, Roads were still &y and needed sanding,
Then a strong thaw set in, first veek in February, and we discovered that the ice
had demaged meny roads. In Germany we were confronted with many craters and shell
holes, Craters were either filled or bridged if they carried drainage channels,
Treadway was again *he simmles® way o® bridging the smaller craters, “he larger
one were spamned with Bailey bridges.

d. Some improvised log ond I-beam rozd blocks were encountered, but nre-
sented no particular problems, lany minefields were run into, both AT and AP, In
view of the fact that there were so many and that some had been in the ground a
long time and would be difficult to detect, only gans were cleared in minefields.
The fields themselves were well nosted and marked, This bat*alion has cleared
over ten thousand (10,000) enemy mines todate, since our arrival in France in
August 19Lh, Many of the pillboxes were found to be booby-trapned.

e. Recommendations: (1) It was quite evident that assaulting a perman-
ently fortified line is a specialized Infantry omerstion, and tha% engineers are
not needed in the assault teams,

(2) lMore river crossing practice is needed, especially when the
Infantry receives many inexperienced reinforeements. ‘hen possible, each deli-
berate crossing should be rehearsed,

(3) If at 211 possible, when rivers are flooded, wait a few days
until they go down before at'emp*ing sny crossings. “e have exverienced too many
difficulties in crossing flaoded rivers,

W

STMECHN LLMAN

1st Lt, CE
Assigtant S=3,
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HEADQUARTERS 305TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 80, United States Army

February 1945
S-2 AFTER ACTION REPQORT

February 1 - 12

During this period, the S-2 Section was busily engaged in collecting, eval-
uating, and disseminating “ngineer intelligence information. The 80th Division's
objective was to cross the OUR and SAUER Rivers, and to breach the Seigfreid
Line defenses,

Complete and exact informa‘tion as to best possible crossing sites and the de-
fenses on the far shores was needed, With excellent cooveration among the Divis-
ion PI Team and MII Teams, the desired inforration was gathered and compiled into
one report, Included in the report was invaluable information sbtained by our
Engineer Comnany reconnaissance teams, operating alone and with the Infantry pat-
rols.

From papers found in the possession of a captured German Engineer sergeant,
we were zble %o pin-point almost every knovm nill-box and bunker in addition to
enemy minefields, bridge demolitions, and road craters, This man was reproduced
and distributed fo 211 units in ‘*he Division (Annex #1), It later vroved of
further value as a means of recording the destruction of pill boxes by our
Engineers.

February 12 - 18

Prior and during *he river crossing ooerations, the rivers were at super
flood stage, and did not subside till long after the construction of +the fixed
bridges, A recording stake was placed at tio -oints and reports were submitted
by our "C" Company twice daily and these remorts were sent +o G-2.

Enemy demolitions were very nunbrous, in one instance there were eight cra-
ters blown in a stretch of road 4wo kilometers long., Minefields were very exten-
sive, ani our companies destroyed numerous Teller and Riegel mines, No new types
of mines were found during the period, although a new type of 100 czp exploder
was found and sent to higher headquarters for further study,

Sketches of demolished bridges anveared frequently in our Daily Situation
Reports, which inckuded the daily report of roads swept for mines,

February 19, - 28 !

At the request of the G-2, we started work on a road, bridge, and sitream ]
study of* the PRUK and NIMS Rivers (Annex #2), which were the next natural barriers
in our sector of advance, The information was again gathered from photo inter-
pretation, MIT, and Pd sourcer and reproduced in a comnlete remort, After suc-
cessfully crossing these rivers, the enemy began a-hasty withdrawal thet sometimes
seemed to turnm into a rout., Consequently, a further study of *he next river barr-
ier (KYLL River)(Annex #e) was needed, and this was completed an’ reproduced as in
previous studies and proved quite valuable,

Map distribution was maintained and as usual, kent ahead of the tactieal sit— |
uvation. Owr reconnaissance teams, although hampered by the numerous close in fire-
fights involved in liquidating the pill-boxes of the Seigfried Line and combat
losses, still reported valuable Engineer information, Inereasing use was made

of the Battalion photographer, who onerated wi*h each company and recorded pictor- |
ially the work done by them, ZExcellent bridge pictures were also made, showing

-1- : ‘




After Action Report, S5-2 .
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the demolished site and the newly constructed bridge.

At the close of the period, the 5-2 section was engaged in reproducing ex-
tracts from captured documents (Annex #L), showing important Engineer informa-

tion,
brnad €.

RERNARD A, KELSKY
2nd Lt, CE
Assistant S-2,
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HEADQUARTERS 30STH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 80, United States “mmy j

FISTORICAL JOURNAL OF SUPLY FOR FEBRUARY 19L5

i 1 February: Drew lumber from the Army Saw ¥ill in order to complete our basic

f load on bridge material,

' Sent +o Corps for Camouflage suits and camouflace naint,

Published Supply Bulle*in #7,

The following eritical shorteges were drawn from the Enpineer Supnly Depot:
1 Drill, oneumatic, portable, piston tyve non-reversible,
1 Grinder, pneumatic, rotary fyve, 5x1", Vitrified, 8x1" organic wheel
i ! Dnrayer, paint, pneumatic nortable wo/compressor,

L70 gallons of pacolwnn was drawn from the Class III Sunply point,

! 2 February:

: Received the following bat*efield recovered equinment from the Medical
| Battalion:

l 2 Compasses, Lensatic luminous dial w/case

| 1 Compams, wrist liquid w/strap

Drew 700 gallons of gasoline, 25 gallons of Rerosene, and 50 gallons of
Diesel 0il, _

A new vrocedure on requisitioning for Lngineer Smare Yarts was initiated by
the Army Engineer. We had formerly been drawing our spare narts direct from the
Army Depot. Under this new plan we would have "o draw them from the Engineer
i Maintenance Compeny who preformed 2nd and 3rd echelon work on our engineer eauip-

ment.,
This involved considerable more paner work, and also unnecessary long trios.
Sormetimes the svare vnarts were needed to repair deadlined equipment, but could not
be received when needec, This kept the equioment on deadline for several days.
However, since this system is just an experiment, *he defects vill soon be ironed
i out and +ransac+~onu will be commleted quicker,
| Corps issued 300,000 feet of Garnishing, Cloth, Whide to be distributed
ield Artillery unﬂ“s for the nurnosec of camouflaging their gun during the winter.

Drew three (3) rolls or ‘ane, Scotch for the Uivisional units for the month,

3 February:
Picked wn 2znd *urned into the Urdnance the following bat*Tefield recovered
equipments:
37 rifles, US Cal, .30 Il
6 Cerbines, US Cal. .30 M1
Gun, Submachine, Cal. 5 M3
Launcher, Ilockc—':, 2,36" M1A1
Nount, Craddle, NG 11917A1 Cel, ,30
L'ILns, Machine, Cal, .30 M1919A1
Barrel, MG, Cal. .50 M2
“”Oﬂ°+s, w/scabberds
ocabbﬂrds‘, M7
Drew Engineer Class IV Supplies from ASP #13.
675 pgallons of gasoline, 25 gallons of oil #10 were drawn from Division
Class IITI Sunply Point,
Drew demolitions and mines *o comnle*e our basic load,

U R Oy

li February:

Reckived word that our line commanies :ould need quite 2 lot of demolitions
in order to make Pole and Satchel charges for the Infantry regiren®s. <‘herefore,
the day was svent drawing the necessary material,
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r  Took two (2) generators, 3w for repair to the “ngineer Maintenance Com-
pany, and discovered a new system that was bekng originated by th- Army Engineer
concemini generators,

The Army

eer had decided to renair only Engineer issue Generators, 3kw,
which were manufactured by ONan 2nd Sens. Of ecourse, they would aeéept generators
of other manufacture, but they would not guarantee its immediate repair. The
reason was that they only carried snare parts for the Cnan make generator, and that
other services of supply carried the other makes &nd these were difficult ‘o se-
cure, However, if ‘hese generators would not be repeired vithin a reasonsble time,
a salvage slin was issued, and in this manner the Army Ingineer would issug a re-
placement. ,

xchanged 1l unservicezble flamethrowers, portable, 1Al at “hemical Warfare
Depot #16, because the Infantry Regirmenis were ‘o use ‘hem in the coming tactical
operation.

§ February:

Upon moving into 2 new sector, the supnly was given the job of *urning in
mines that were abandoned by 2n Engineer Unit formerly occupying the sector. The
following mines were turned into ASP #38:

6222 Mines, AP M3
7U0. Mines, AP II British
890 Mines, AT M1Al HE .
The following Class ITI suoplies were drawm from the Yivision Suoply Point:
725 gallons Gascline
175 gallons Diesel 0l
60 gallons 0il #10

6 February:
S4nce more demolitions were requested to make pole znd satchel charges by
our line commanies, the following were drawn:
18,000 1bs Block, demolition, Ind, ¥3 (Commosition c2)
900 £+, Fuze, blasting time
1,800 ea Caps, blasting non-electric
75 ea Charges, shaped, beehive, T-3
200 ez Torredo, bangnlores M1Al
1,800 ea Lighters, fuze,
28,000 ft, Cord, detona®ing.
Corps issued one subrarine gun *o *he Division ensineers, This wa- to be
used in the next tactical omera‘ion on the Siegfried Line. I%s purnose wzs to
seal the steel docrs of pillboxes by shoo®ing bolts into *he doors,

7 Februarys:

Drew 2000 gallons of gasoline,

The following were dramm in order %o aid the companies in making nole and
satchel charges:

130 Torpedo bangalores, K1Al
10,000 1bs “lock, demolition Ind M3 (C2)

Received orders to draw bridge material from an Engineer Light Fonton Com-

pany and delivered it to the bridge sites.

8 February:

Drew steel rope for the bridges the engineers were building,

825 gallons of gascline and 25 gallons of Oial SAE #10 were drawn from
ASP #T71.

|

i
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Historical Journ=Y jpf Suprly {1
305th Engr C Bn (1%b 45) cont'd. ’

9 February: Published Supply Bulletin #8. Drew mbre steel cable
for Wridges. :

10 Februarys Recéived message at 0330 am to deliver pots, smoke, 14
floating to selected site for launching before dawn in order to screen
bridge crossing.

Submitted Critical Shortage List and Weekly Battlefield RecOVCred
Equipment Report to G-4,.

Drew 890 gallons of gasoline, 25 lbs. of Genersl Purpose Grease,
and 15 gallons of 0il SAE #10. :

The Signal issued the supply office one ¢ ton truck with a radio
mine debector mounted thereon. It was to be used to clear roads of
mines, and this works much fester than an individual with a mine
detector. Although other orgsnizations claim that this is success-
ful, it remeins to be determined by this organization.

The following demoli'tions were drawn for pole and satchel charges:
10000 1be block, demolition, Ind. W3 (C2)

11 February: Drew 550 more pots, smoke, M4, floating to be used in
bridge crossings.

At the beginning of the month the supply office committed its 14 :
boats, assault for river croseings. By 1l February a ® nsiderable’ i
bridgehead was secured, and we received orders to get our 14 boats, '
When we reached the river, we discovered that the Germans were still
ghelling the bridge area. However, we were able to find 14 fairly
good boests, a pole type trziler, =2nd 420 paddlesj; these boats took
two days to revair.

Exchanged empty flamethrowers, portable, M1Al at the Chemiczl ~
Depot #16 in order that the Infantry might be able to utilize them,

12 February: Had to secure tools for improving roads, a job involve
ing PWs. .

Drew Engineer Cless II Supplies snd issued same throughout division

Picked up andturned in 14 floats, pneumstic 6-ton as battlefield
recovered equipment,

The Ordnance issued the engineer unit one 3/4-ton weapons carrier
with a magnet attachment. This truck is used to pick up nsil, shrap-
nel, and other metals from the roads in order to prevent vehicles
from getting flat tires.

Took 250 pnots, smoke, V4, floating to site to be released when
bridge crossing is made.

13 Februarys Anti-sircrsft battery turned in the following battle-
field recovered equipment: 3 compasses, wrist liquid filled w/strap
and 1 compass, watch pocket.

Received message to pick up 2,000 pounds of TNT abandoned by’ some-
one in a neighboring town., We turned in only 1200 pounds of it, and
used the remainder to complete our basic load.

Turned in all excess rope, cable and bridge material accumulated
after crossings were effected. ,

-3-
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Picked up eight Germsn tires abandoned on the battlefield.
The tires were added to our stock of tires for emergency purposes,
Drew 1300 gallons of gasoline, 10 gallone of 0il SARE #10, and
25 pounds of General Purpose Grease #l1.
The following demolitions were drawn to complete the basic loads
3,000 caps, blasting non-electric; 12,000 ft cord, detonating; 3,000
lighters, fuze,

14 February: Picked up and turned into Ordnsnce the following battle
field recovered equipment: 7 rifles, US cadl. .30 }ly 3 bayonets,
11 w/scabbards 7.

Published Suopnly Bulletin #o,

Drew 12,000 1bs of block demolition Ind V3 (c2) for nole and satchel
charges.

In order to complete our basic loasd on six inch "Iw becns, 26 were
drawn. These had been picked up at an old bridge site.

15 February: Drew 1100 gellone of gas, and 25 gallons of 0il,S5AR #0,
Published Suoply Bulletin #10.
Medical Det-chment turned in as hattlefield recovered equiprent 1
compass, wrist liguid filled w/strap, =2nd 1 compass lensatic luminous
dial w/case.

» the three snow plows
were turned 1into ithe Ingineer [silntenance Compsny. C(ne of these snor

plows was retzined to secr=»e mud off the ro=ds.

Since some of the line commanies were given the job of blowing up
pillboxes, a considerable amount of demolitiones were needed. The
follewing wzs drawn for thst varticular purpose; 10,000 pounds block
demolition Ind, M3 (cC2).

Turned in excess caps, blasting electric, =and adapters, grenade,

16 February: Picked up and turned into Ordnence the following battle=-
field recovered equipment: 3 rifles, US cal. .30 M1; 1 rifle, Brown-
ing Auto, cal. .30 1 carbine, 1S Cel. «Z0y ¥1l; 9 clips, carbinej and
3 bayonets, M1 w/scabhords V7.

17 February: Submitted Criticzl Shortage Engineer List and Weekly
Battlefield Recovered Equipment Revort to G-4.

Picked up and turned into Signsl the following battlefield re-
covered ecuivment: 1 detector, AN-PRS/1.

18 Februarys: Quartermaster nicked up 8 nets, cemouflage twine garn-
ishing w/febric, 36 x 44 from the bettlefield. Since they were ser-
vicesble, issue wes made tw units desiring them.

Yedical Battalion turned in the following battlefield recovered
equipment: 2 comnasses, watch, vnocket.

Drew Engineer Clsss II supplies and spare parts.

The following was drawn at the Division Clsss III Supply Point:
1040 gallons of gasoline; 40 gallons of 0il, SAR #10;3 25 pounds Grease
#13 and 50 pounds Gresse, wheel bearing.

Received message to drew landing mete and components for Division
Liasion vplanes,

LAl

|




l
g

i i 1%

-

Historicel Journal! | supnly
305 Engr C Bn TFeb 45 (cont'd)

Received the following battlefield recovered equipment from the
Vedical Battalion: 2 compesses, wrist liquid filkd w/strap.
Picked up and turned into Ordnsnce ana S8ignal resnectively the
following battlefield recovered equipment: 2 rifles, Browning, Auto, e=sl,
«303 1 radio set SCR 510.

20 Februarys The following bhottlefield recoverec equiprent was turned
into the Ordnance: Z rifles US eo1. «30 V13 1 1G, Cal .50 L2 less barrel.
Drew 800 gallons of gasoline, and 20 gallons oi oil, SAE #10.

21 February: Submitted monthly Chemical Warfare Ammunition Report.
The following battlefield recovered equipment wzs turned in by the
VYedical Battalion: 3 compssses, wrist liguid filled, w/strap.
Drew 1250 g=llons of gzeoline, 25 gellons o0il, SAR #10, 25 pounds
General Purnose Greace #1, =nd 50 opounds of grease #2.

22 Februarys Picked up =nd turned into the Engineer Denot the followigg
battlefielé recovered equipment: 3 sections,center for float, 6-ton;
220 paddles, Drew engineer Class II suvpplies,

Turned in the follovins hottlefield recovered equiprent to Ordnance;
1 Yortar, 60 mm comnlete.

Picked up the followins abandoned equipment =nd retzined sames; 1 nole
upright 12'3%; 1 vnole, upright 4'9nm,

2% February: Purlished Supnly Bulletin #11. Drew Engineer Cless II
sunplies,

|
|

Quartermaster issued ue czmouflszge face nsint, snd we, in turn, issued |

them to each Infantry regiment,

Received the following battlefield recovered equipment; 2 flametnrowers

portable 11Al3 2 corpasses, wvrist liguid filled w/stren.

24 Februesry: Submitted Critical Shortzge List on Engineer Equioment =nd
Weekly Battlefield Recovered feport to G=4,

25 Februery: Drew Ingineer Cl=es II supplies. Had trouble concerning
water point locetione and enent the day in changing them.

26 Februay : Drew 1020 grllone of gasoline. Begen to stresmline loads,
and turned in excess charges, T=3, .

27 Februsry: Turned in excese block, demolition Ind. ¥'3 C2 to Engineer
Class IV Denot. Picked up m 4 turned in the following battlefield re-
coverec equipment to Ordnance: 3 rifles, US cal. .30 M1,

Received 1 comn=ss, wrist liquid fillead w/strzp from I ediesl Battalion
ag battlefield recovered eguinment.

28 TFebruarys Drew 4 trailers, 4=-ton, #nd 2 trucks, 6-ton orime rovers
gmcinst T/T slortages,

!
'
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_ngHLIGHTS &’ SUPPLY
CLASS I:
The majority of ratione consumed during the monthwere the "B® tyne.
Few operetional rstions, such as, WEM NCW, or "D" were drawn beczuse
they had been consumed for tacticzl reasons.

CLASS II:

a. Alr Corps: The outstanding shprtage of Air Corns equivment still
remains 1 kit, intervreter, ohotopranhic tyne F-2.

b. Chemiczl WarBare;

(1) The critical shortages on Chemical Warfare equipment are as
follows: 4 brushes, decontsminating; 24 snparatuses, decontaminating,
14=qt canacity.

(2) During the month the following battlefield recovered equip=-
ment was turned into the Depot: 2 flemethrowers, portable NM1lAl.

¢. BEngineer

(1 The following items of Bngineer ecuinment anneared on the
Criticel Shortage List for Divieional Units on the last day of the monthg
146 compasses, lensatic luminous dial w/cese; €8 nets, camouflage twine
garnished w/fabric 22'x22'; 2 renroduction equipt. set #3, gelatin oro-
cees 18"x18"; 1 revsir eguipt. set #6, Dlywood boat; 38 scales, plotting
steel arty #l MK-I ~rid in metere & yards, 16", 1/25,000; 49 scales,
coordinate sq. grid in meters, 1/25,000 & 1/50,0005 19 scales, plotting
steel arty # MVWF-I grid in meters =nd yerdes, 3I2%, 1/25,000; 53 stere-
scones, pocket, magnifying w/cases =nd 1 sign revroduction kit #1,

(2) Among the miscellaneous exvend-ble sunplies on the eritical
shortage list were: 6 naner, tracing, white trans. 22 x 30; 428 pencils,
china marking red; 372 nencils, china m-rking black; 319 pencile, china
marking blue; 118 nencils, chine marking brown; 58 nencils, china msrke
ing green; 210 t=ve, scotch 3/4" wide 30 yd (ro); 9 fremes, mein 29x29;
27 fremes, extension 14x29.

(35 Certain critical supnliee, such =s tane, scotch, are very
diffimult to secure. Ocasc=ionslly the supnly cofiicer obtsins the rodls
that are about an inch wide =ndg seventy-two ynrds long, 7 henever we re-
ceive this tyne of roll, the roll is cut into two equal parts with a
sharp instrunment. 1In thie menner we were =ahle to satisfy the units with-
in the division who const=ntly request it.

(4) The battlefield recovered equioment for February is =s folléwel

1# boats, ssseult w/paddles; 9 compesses, lensatic luminous disl w/case;
18 comnasees, wrist liquid filled w/stran; 2 comnzsees, watch pocket; 14
floate, oneum=tic €-ton; 8 nets camouflage twine gernished w/fsbric,36x
443 I95 paddles, for hoats, 2nd floats; 7 sections, center for float,
pneumstic 6-ton,

(5) A system wos originated by G-4 whereby a Salvage team organ-
ized by the Division Querterm=ster would nick up nets, cemouflage along
the battlefield , =ndturned them into us if servicezble., With tnis plan
in effect it would reduce our eritical shortages on nets, camouflage.

d. ORdnance
(1) Amontg the outstsnding shortages in ordnsnce equiprment for
the month were: 36 bayonets, knife 12 w/scabberd; 29 watches, wrist 15
jewel; 8 comp~ssee, V6; 2 Launcher, grenade K73 5 trailers, $-ton; 3
chaine, towing, 5/8%x16'; 7 watch, wrist, 7 jewel; 6 binoculars, 1z, w/
case,

ale
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(2) Also, it is very difficult to secure miscellaneous
tools for the varioue echelon sets. In fzpt, some of the requisitions
gere a yeer o0ld on such tools, and till none have been received.

(23) During the month the following battlefield recovered eauip-—
ment wes turned ing 46 rifles, US Cal. 30 X1; 2 guns, ¥aciiine,c21.50 K2;
1l rifle, US c21,.,30 ¥1903; 6 carbines,US cal. 30 X1l; 1 gun, submachine,
cal, 45 k33 2 guns, machine light ec=21. 303 1 launcher, grenade k23 5 4
scabbards K7; 9 bayonets, X1 w/seabbards 173 1 barrel, EG c¢al.50 k2;

1 tripod MG ¢21.,303 1 craddle, MG cal.30; 3 rifles, browning auto M1919A4;
9 clive, carbine; 1 mortsar, 60 mm complete.
e. Quartermaster

(1) Among the outstanding shortages for the month weres 9 burners,
oil stove tent M1941; 1 flag, Geneva Convention; 1 foot measuring outfit;
1 fly, tent well lesrge; 58 mask, face launcher, rocket; 1 safe, field,
keylock; 1 estencil, outfit, complete w/figures; 11 strevs, quick release
packboard.,

(2) Individusl clothing =2nd equioment reguisitions =re being ful~
filled much better then they were l=st month.

(2) The battlefield recovered eguiovment for February wass 7 covers
canteen; 8 legpinge, cenves distd; 3 lineps, helmet Steel X1l; 6 mackinaw,
wool OD; 4 tent, shelterhalf; 15 sheete, ground; 6 blouse, wool odj; 5
overshoes, artic; 3 beltes, cortridge, dismtd; 2 canteensg 22 blankets,
wool, od; 5 shoevnacs; 1 7019, usright 12"Z'; 1 boots, rubber hip or knee.

Have attemnted to secure core Tents sy Dyrenid-]l to be used as CP tents
end Suoply Tente for the line compenies vhenever they move into the field,
QM informed us that we might be able to secure twelve for just such pur-
DOSEesSs. :

T. Signal

The outet~nding s orteges of signs1 ecuinment etill remcined
critical: 2 chests, TD Z; 8 strans, ST Z4; 4 telephone TP3; 3 wire, W=-130
B on DR 8 spool (miles) y

During the month the following battlefield recovered egquinment was
turned ing 1 detectoer Set AN=-PRS/1; 1 radio =et SCR 510.

CLASS III:

The amount of Clsgs JIII items consured for the month zre as follows:
13,095 gallons gesoline; 275 g=llons o0il, SAE #10; 250 gellons dieselj
75 nounds grense, genersl purnose #l; 75 nounds gresse wheel besring #2;
25 gellons kerosene,

Thie greet consmmption waes crused by tanks heing attzched to each line
comn=ny for tacticzl rearone,

CLASS IV:

a. =ngineer: Lumber znd I beamswere fairly easy to obtzin., However,
we had to pgo to various Army Saw 1ille in order tc get the deesired tyve
of lumber.

CLASE V:
a, Ordnance; The following ammunition was critiezsl for the monthg
Flares, trip varachute ¥48 and Fleree, triv 1149,

N
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b. Engineer: Twenty-seven (27) tone of demolitions were drawn
this month. ¥any times the su»nply office had to make trips to two @
three ASP, located in Luxembourg, Belgium and Fronce in order to ob=-
tein what we nctually needed for tactical oneratiom .

RECOMVENDATIONS:

Engineer: Since exvendable items, such as Pencils, cnina Marking,
plastie, acetate and tave, scotch are very eritical, the Army Engineer
Supply Peint only issues a maximum of 200 pencils, china marking, ©
rolls of plastic acetate, and 4 rolls of tape, sootch 2 month, This

connot fill the outetsanding requisitions for theee items to divisional
unite authorized them. Therefore, the following plan was devised.

Beginning with the month of larch, 2 distribution of the zbove men~
tioned items will be made to divieional units. TNo requisitions will be
accepted for those items. They will be issued autorztically. Certain
units like the Infantry, Divieion Hesdquarters, Field Artillery, have
been given priority over other diviesional units. Attached units will
submit their requisitions cn these tyne of expendabk s s d secure a
svecierl allotment from the army engineer supnly noint.

Signal:s It is believed that since the detector AN/PRS/1 is not
being utilized by our line com»ranies, it would be to our advantage
to exchange these detectors for the detector SCR 625. Arrsngements
have been made with Signel Sunply to eave 11 servicesble SCR 6258 whid
tney recover from the battlefield., e could then trade 211 our detectors
AN-°RS/1 for the detectors SCR 625, Our line comnenies have not had
enongh training with the detector AN-PRS/1 to h-ve rmuch faith in it.
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HEADQUARTERS 305TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 80, United States Army

February 1945
AFTER ACTION REPCRT ’

Ssection IV: S-1 Summary

Table 1

Battle casualty report by type of casualty (figures taken from G-1 Per-
iodic Renort) up to and including 28 February 1915 for the period 1 Febru-
ary 1915 - 28 February 19L5:

KIA  DOW  VIA IIA MDA TOML

1 February 19L5

S February 1945 L

6 Februery 19L5

7 February 19L5 1

8 February 19L5 g
: 3

l:ﬂ
NEH Huw 8

9 February 19h5

10 February 19L5

12 February 1915 1 2
1l February 19L5

15 February 1945

16 February 1945

19 February 1945 1

23 February 1545

2L, February 1945 3 3
25 February 19L5 1 1

Total 1 0 15 0 2 18

WHMNH
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Table 2: Prisoners of War Cantured

Date Number
15 February 1915 1
19 February 1915 36
20 February 1915 3
23 February 1915 9 _
28 February 19L5 ! T i
Total 53
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Table 3: Reinforcements received (including hosnital returns)

Date Number

1 February 1945
5 February 1915
g february l9i-t§
‘ebruary 19k
9 February 19,5
11 February 1915
1l February 1945
15 February 1945
16 February 19L5
19 February 1945
23 February 19)5
2y February 1945
25 February 19L5
28 February 1945

Total 53

n
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Table lL: Decorations awarded from 1 February 1945 to 1 March 1945
Number

0 Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Distinguished “ervice Cross

Silver Star Medzl (Posthumously)

Silver Star Medal

Cak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star lkedal
Bronze Star Kedal

Bronze Star Medal (Posthumously)

Oak Leaf “Yluster to Sronze Star ledal

Air Medal

Oak Lezf “luster to Air Medsl

Soldier's Medal

Purple Heart Awards

Oak Leaf Cluster to the Purnle Heart
Second Oak Leaf Cluster to the FPurnle Heart
Third Oak Leaf “Yluster +o the Purple Heart,

=
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Battlefield A-pointments

Technical Sergeant, Bernardii8 vho had made an outstanding record for
himself as Intelligence Sergeant was discharged on 25 February 1915 to acceot

comrission as Second Lieutenant, Arry of the United Sta‘es. Lieutenant Kelsky

was commissioned on 26 February 1915, He will remain with this bat*alion and
be assigned as Assistant S5-2, Other recommendations for battlefield apnoint-
ments have been submitted by this headquarters, but are vending aonroval of
higher headquarters. Engineer reinforcement of’icers have been difficult to
secure, but excellent material from this battalion, commissioned through
battlefield apnointments, have proven most successful.
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SPECIAL SERVICE:

During the first few days of February the bat‘zlion was centered around
LaRochette, Luxembourg., Here men availed themselves of recreation and rest
when possible., Svecial Service arranged for nightly movies, Beer was se-
cured on two occamions from Luxembourg breweries,

The 80th Division band gave a coneert for comnanies MAM and "CW, This
was enjoyed by all.

Delicious ice cream, manufactured by a concern in Luxembourg City, added
greatly to the Sunday dinners, (Now ice cream is regularly securred for Sun-
day's dinner for the battalion),

The Post Exchange was able to secure many personzl items not issued,

Pass convoys were sent daily into Luxembourg “ity., As many as 70 and 80
men left by battalion convey for the city.

One officer and three enlisted men were sent from this bat*elion ‘o the
United States through the rotation plan. Thesc awards were given men who had
distinguished themselves by outstanding service in combat,

On 9 February 1°L5 a movie team from a Special Service Corpany joined the
battalion and stayed until 15 February 19L5, During this veriod (since the
battalion, too, had its own movie equipment) movies were sent %o o companies
each night; by so doing, comnanies were shown a movie every other night,

On 18 February the battalion moved north toward Diekirch, Luxembourg.
Here all engineers viere energetically engaged in the crossing of the Our and
8ou-.+ Hivers, nevertheless, movies continue: %o be shown whenever the situa-
tion permitted,

Games, magazines, books, cards, and stationery were secured through
Special Service and distributed to *he personnel of the battalion,

The battalion crossed the German border during the last days of the
month, Here once again each man was informed of the strict A1l non-
fratnerzation policy, -

.'/

MORRIS EDELX
1st Lt, CE
Ad jutant,




