HEADQUART’J H ENGINEER COMBAT B’J.‘ALIOH
APO 80, United States Armv

AFTER ACTION REPQORT
8-2, April 1945

April T7-18:

During the forward movement of the Division from Gotha to Chem-—
nitz, the Reconnaissance Section made rapid road and bridge reconne
aissance.

A detailed study of the Autobahn Highway was made in the form of
a strip mep (Eisenach to Chemnitz). A sketch of another variation of
the wood box-type mine, which was found in Weimar, was reproduc#d and
included with the Daily Engineer Report. A combination road, bridge,
river, and terrain study was made of the Division sector (Erfurt -
Weimar - Jena area).

The Photo Section made pictures of the Autobahn and the atroci-
tiés at Ohrdruf.

April 19-28:

The Division, placed in Corps reserve, moved to an area near
Bamberg. The Reconnaissance Section made extensive road and bridge
reconnaissance in Corps Sector.

Here two Russian Aircraft Identification charts were produced.
Intelligence Bulletin Number 13, "Enemy Delayed Action Demolitions",
was published. A two sheet study on road and bridge classification
was produced of the Corps Sector (Nurnberg - Amberg - Regensbergz, and
Danube River area). Wy

Still in Corps reserve, the Division moved to Nurnberg. Here e
two river studies were made. The first one of the Danube River in =~
the Corps sector. The second study was of the Isar River in the

Corps sector. \
The Photo Section made pictures of Nurmberg. g;z
April 29 - lay 1: D

The Division went into action again near Regensburg on the southj
east side of the Dznube River, relieving the 65th Infantry Division.
The 'Reconnaissance Section obtained road amd bridge information -
in the Division sector. _ :
A study is being made of the Inn River to be releassed 3 May 1945. |}
The Photo Section made pictures of the Danube - Regensburg bridge
ite.
s At close of period, the Division continued to atteck to the south-

east over the Isar River.

RICHARD H! FPERSTER
Captain, CE
Battalion S-2. l
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I-IEADQ'UARTEth 205TH ENGINEER COMBAT BA!ALIUN
APO 80, United States Army

AFTER ACTION REPORT
5-3, April 1945

1. Period 1-6 April: Kassel area, Germany. Battalion CP located at
Homberg, Germany, 1-3 April; and at Oberzwehren, Germany, 4-6 April.

After having crossed the Rhine River in March 1945, the 80th Inf-
antry Diviesion pushed northeast from Weisbaden, Germany, against no
resistance until in the vicinity of Homberg, Germany, immediately
south of Kassel. From 1-6 April the Division was engaged in operations
which led to the fall of one of Germany's largest rail and communica-
tions centers, Kassel. Kassel had to be surrounded before it capitu-
lated, this action involving the three infantry regiments of the Div-
isions and consequently the three letters companies of the battalion.
A few mines were encountered along the roads, especially in the
shoulders, both wooden box and teltermines. Road work was consequent-
ly important, with many burned vehicles, including five tiger tanks
and a number of trucks and civilien automobiles left in the way of
traffic by the retreating enemy as they withdrew into Kassel. Log
cribs and sperres were also removed, one or the other type appearing
at the entrances and exits of almost every town between Homberg and
Kassel. Explosives left on trees to have been used in creating abatis
but which were never executed, enemy artillery pieces, and much ammu-
nition were destroyed in quantity. Once inside Kassel itself all com-
panies, along with the help of the 206th Engineer Combat Battalion, in
support of the 305th, cleared debris and opened streets to allow traf-
fic to flow freely.

2. Period 7-17 April: Area Gotha east to vicinity Chemnitz. Battal-
ion CP located at Gotha, Germany, 7-11 April; Dietendorf, Germany, 12
April; Weimar, Germany, 13 Aporil; Gera, Germany, 14-15 April; and
Kendler, Germany, 16-17 April.

Following the czoture of Kassel, the 80th Infantry Division was
dispetched southeast to Gotha, where the Division mission was to
follow and moo uvp behind the 4th Armored Division as it moved east
from Gotha towards Chemnitz. The battelion assembled in Gotha; then
as the Division went east te take Erfurt, Jena, and Gera, the compan-
ies supported their respective regiments in engineer functions. Com-
pany B cleared road blocks and debris in the approaches and streets
of Erfurt alone. C Company installed 36 feet of fixed treadway near
Jena, while A Compeny did the same in the vicinity of Erfurt. From
Gotha eastward the Reichautobahn was reconnoitered by the battalion
for utilization by the Division and used from the viecinity of Gotha
past Weimar, Jena, and Gera, to vicinity of Chemnitz. Three Bailey
bridges were constructed by the 206th Engineer Combat Battalion,
supporting the 305th, over gaps in the autobahn. Also, one fixed
treadway span of 24 feet and one small timber tread span were put in.
Towns in the regimental sectbrs were svstematically checked for
booby-traps. No booby traps were discovered, although in several
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instances the equipment and accessories for planting same were located
in prominent buildings, ae if to indicate tha* booby trapping had been
planned but not executed for some reason. The period endeu wnen the
Division caught up to the 4th Armored Division just west of Chemnitz.
After a day's stop there, however, the 80th was assembled and sent
south to vieinity of Bamberg, Germany.

3. Period 18-30 April: Area Bamberg-Nurnberg-Regensburg. Battalion
CP located at Schesblitz, Germeny, 18-22 April; Nurnberg, Germany, 23-
ia iﬁril; Regensburg, Germany, 29 Aoril; and Erzolsbach, Germany, 30
pril.

Upon receipt of movement orders at Kandler, Germanv, for the Div-
ision to go to Bamberg area, the 206th Engineer Battsclion was removed
from support of the 305th Engineer Battalion. The battalion moved via
Gera, viecinity Erfurt, and Arnstadt to a concentration area at Sbhhes-
blitz, where most of five days were devoted to cleaning up engineer
and personal equipment, re-emphasizing the non-fraternization policy,
and instruction in identification of Russian aircraft. As the XX Corps
advanced swiftly south from Bamberg, the 80th Division, in Corps re-
serve, followed. moving next to the city of Nurnberz. Here the battal-
ion continued the work of previous encineers in clearing some debris
and removing and destroying a considerable gquantity of enemy explosives,
ammunition, and panzerfausts, and artillery pteces. The main roads in
town were worked over, to the extent that unavoidable craters were
filled or smoothed over aad largerother ones distinctly marked to pre-
vent accidents. The main streets were also marked and posted with
signe to aid in traffic circudation and convoy control in and throuzh
the city. With the crossing of the Danube River and subseguent cap-
ture of Regensburg by the 65th Division, the 80th Division passed
through the 65th and went forward. At this time the 179th Engineer
Combat Battalion, 1154th Engineer Combat Group, came into support of
the 305th Engineer Battalion. The 8oth Division followed the 13th
Armored Division to the Isar River, with little necessary engineer
work required. No bridszes having been caucght intact over the Isar
River, the 305th instituted reconnaissance and crossed with assault
boats the combat elements of the 318th and 319th Infantry regiments
and one battalion of the 317th Infentry. This was done successfully,
while the 179th Engineer Battalion assembled eguipment preparatory to
constructing a floating treadway bridze and ferry on the Imar in the
vieinity of Dingolfing end Manning, resnectively.

4. Comments, Observations, and Recommendations:

a&. Duringz the first two periods, the 206th Engineer Battalion,
11%9%¢h Engzineer Group, supported th. battalion. Treadway and Bailey
Bridres were constructed in several instances, so as to &llow mein
theroughfares to be open to lSR supply and traffic. The mission basis
was followed between this battalion and the 206th. This worked well
in some insiancesj; however, in others it slowed down progress somewhat
more than if continuous azgressive reconnaissance had been furtihered

and pushed by the 206th.
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b. It became very evident during the latter period that the
supporting engineer tattalion should have atiached to or with it
constantly ~t least three trucks of 36 feet of fixed tre._iway euch
and one unit of Bailey Bridge, 130 feet of Double Double Beiley.
Otherwise, under the fast pece of a moving situation such as occured
daring the third period of operations indicated above too much time
was lost in negotiating for equipment which should have been fore-
seen s necessery in the approaching action.

FAE N I

ROBERT . RAWLS
dajor, CE
Executive Officer.
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HEADQUARTEXS 305TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 80, United States Army

AFTER ACTION REPORT
S-4, April 1945

April 1: Drew 1250 gallons of gasoline, 15 gellons of oil
SAE 30, and 5 gallons of oil, SAE 90.

Rations were not drawn today. Gasoline was given priority be-
cause of the rapid moves and the distance covered in order to keep
the Germanp on the run, and possibly overrun. Companies, therefore,
had to consume one of their five day reserve rations.

Two water point men had been evacuated, causing a decrease in
our section.

Since the compenies had been traveling rapidly for the past two
days, they did not draw ClassIII supplies until today. Therefore,
this caused us to draw an additional 1420 rzllons of gasoline.

April 23 PX rations were only dravwn. Gsasoline was still given
priority over othcr supplies.

Had received location of & captured German Engineer Dump. Upon
investigation some 2500 rolls of lave, uecoteh, 150 rolls of Lape,
fracing were found and put into our stock for issue to divisionsal
units. Our ecritical shortage list was considerably decreased by find.ing
the Scotch Tape.

Submitted liarch lonthly Action ileport to S-1.

April 3: The following Class III supplies were drawn: 1580
gallons of gasoline. This was cavtured German gasoline which was
issued by tine Division Class III Depot because our gasocline wes
difficult to secure due to transportation oroblems. As it was, oar
] gasoline was being Tlown to the front line troops.

: Drew initial issue ol two (2) 1/4 ton trailers, and one (1) 1/4
ton truck as replacement for one damaged in action.

e —————————

! Auril 4: Upon reaching z new bivouac area, tnis office was
inforuwed v. the whereabouts of a captured German Enzineer Dump. It
contained such eguipmeut cnd supplies as waders, dip, Paudles, Axes, S
Shovele, Carpenter Tool Sets, =uu wiscellaneous topograohie supolies.
The following were removed from the dump anu issued to divisional
units in lieu of Americ~ n made ecuipment: Topographie oupplies,
: Shovels, and Wedere, Hio.
840 galloms of gasoline, 165 gullons of dicsel, 55 gallons of
0il SAE 30 and 20 gellons of (il SAE 90.

—
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April 53 Picked up niue (9) German Reconnuissance Boats and
issued them to our line compenies, who preferred these larger
reconnaissance boats to our Z man type.

April 6: Drew captured German Retions from the Class I Lump &nd

issued them as supplementsl rations to comvanies.
1120 gallons of gasoline were drawn todav,

=
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A’i’ter Action Repo: APRIL 1945
305 Engr ¢ Bn, S-43 (cont'd)

Aoril 73 Had sent for Engineer Class II supplies to lainz, German)
But Depot was not set up for operations, and therefore, we had to
€0 to Arlon, Belgium in order to obtain any surslies. 700 miles were
covered.
Submitted Engineer Critical Shortage List ana Weekly Battlefield
Recovered Eguipment Report to G-4-

April 83 Took two Generators to Engineer Maintenance for Repair.
Picked up a German 4 1/2 ton truck for the ourpose of hauling
excess supplies. Truck did not have body or ceb and the next few
days were soent in obtaining and placing t/em uoon the truck.
Drew nev. Tractor, D7, Trailer, 20 ton, and 1 Generator, %KW
from Arlon, Belzium.
1530 gadllons of gasoline were drawn from Class III Lepot.
Investigated cantured German ‘ngineer Dump for supplies, but
all t at we could reissue to troops was scme China Mark.ng rencils.

April 93 Received messagze from higier headguarters to turn

in woolen elothing, 'uch as lackinaws, OUvercoats, Mufflers and
Ski Socks.,
Went in search of metal for mekin_ signs. Since the Ingineer

Class II Depot was cunsiderable distance away, time soent in travel-
ing back and fortih wculd be useless because the signs were needed
within twenty four hours. Discovered metal works, containing

plenty of metal anc two cutting macnine, one operated manuslly,

the other by electricity. However, the city had been damaged
considerably by bombs, and this damaged thne electric system. We,
therefore, took our 30 KW generztor und wired the machine for
operations. In that manner we were able to cut 2,000 sizns within
two hours.

Drew 1400 gellons of gasoline, 40 gellons of CUil SAE 3C, and
10 1bs of Water fumn Grease, 150 gals of Diesel.
Critical shortage of 7 Watches, wrist, 15 jewel for Officers

were received from Urdnance.

April 103 Picked up znd turned in to Ordnance the followingz
battlefield recovered ecuipment: 17 Rifles, UB Cal. 30 M1, 1
Rifle, US Cal. 30 M1903, 1 Gun, Submachine, Cal. 45 li3, 1 Carbine,
US Cal. %0 L1, 1 Bayonet M1l w/Scabbard il7.

Recelived messa~e concerning location of Germean Plastic Acetate.
Picked up enou n to sat.sfy 2l]l divisional units. This was a
very critical item.

Publisned Supply Bulletin 18.

April 113 Sent two generators to Zngineer llaintenance for
repair, and received twoc ot:rers thet had already becn repaired.
The Class III items drawn today were: 2000 gallons of gasoline.
B Company's 16 Ton Llrailer broke down, and could not be repaired
guickly enough to aid them in trensportin; their Iractor. There-
fore, arrangements were made with the Engineer ldaintenance Company
to exc anze it for a serviceable one.

-0
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April lc3 Returned 300 excess gasoline cans to Class 1II Depot.
Drew 700 10-1 rations, 4 pounds Coffee, 4U0 pounds bread.
20 gallons of Diesel oil and 5 gallons of kerosene were drawn.
Lost 2 men and 1 2 1/2 ton truck in action along with one day'e
rations for A Company.

April 135: Drew 700 10 in 1 rations, zanu supvlenental rations,
sucn as 42 pounds Coffee, 147 pounde meat and <10 pounds Eread.
Moved tc new area.

Aoril 14: Submitted Engineer Critical Shortege List and Weekly
Battlefield Recovered Equipment Reoort to G-4.

Discovered German Quarterhaster Dump, and picied up Sprayer,
insecticide, fly paper, and pencils. The Fenclls were issued to
divisionel units, and the other suoplies issued to our companies.

Drew 500 gallons of gasoline.

Moved to ne. bivouac ares.

German truck broke down, and nrad to be pulled to bivouac aresa.

April 153 Cless I supplics drawn today weres: 880 10-1
_rations, supplementals such as 210 pounds bread, 40 pounds Coffee,
and 128 poundes meat.

Picked up 20 gell ns of Red Paint founu in an abandoned German
building, and put it in our stoc: Ior issue.

The following Class III Supolies were drawn: 1440 gallons of
gasoline, 110 gallons of Vil SAE 30, 75 gallons of Dicsel oil, and
10 1bs of General rarpose uirease

Published Supply Bullet.n 19.

April 163 C Company dbrou 4t in some captured German yuartermastel
equioment such as Lanterns, gasol ne, wnd lantles. These in turn
4 were issued to the other comuunies.

Received message fro. G—4 t. issue sniperscopes to the Trn'~
aiaics.
Trew 55 gallons of 0il SAE 30, 300 gallcons of gasoline.

April 17: Picked np 540 10-1 rations, 160 C rations and tne
followin. sunolcmentals 28 pounde Coffee, :1U pounds Eread and 147
pounds of meat.

110 gallcons of Cil SiE 30, anc 1050 gallons of gasoline, were

drawn. -
Drew Engineer Clas II Supplies.
/ lessa e was receivec from nigher headcuarters to turn in all
captured Geruan Vehicles.
t * Spril 18: Seat onc (1) Generai.r, 3Ki and one (1) Pump, water,
> certrifugel for repair to the Lngineer lia.ntenance.

Drew 700 10 in 1 r=tiocans, and also sunnlementels as 50 Coifee,
and 210 pounds Zread. :

E Subm. .ted recguests to ¢-4 to retuin 5 Cantured Germen Vehicle.

Drew 170 gallons of viesel oil, 90 gallons ol Ui) SAS 9¢, end

F 1440 gallons of gasoline.

lioved tc¢ bivouac &resa.
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April 193 Arrived in new bivouac area after travelin; some
16 hours.
Motor Transportation Officer had to return scme 50 miles to
pick up disabled 4 ‘on Irack, which was hauling our excese lumber.
The lumber had to be abandoned in order to move the 4 ton truck.

April 20: Clas: I supples received today were: 520 10 in 1's,

13. K's and 180 C retions, and also supplementael as 13 pounds
Coffee, 149 poundes 4 at, and 210 pounds Bread.

Drew 100 gallons of aiesel oil, ana 3000 gallons of gasoline.

Drew additional 700 10 in 1 retiouns to replenish our reserve
stock.

The following battlefield recovered eguipment wase picked up
and turned in to Ordmances: 2 Rifles, US Cal. 30U Ml.

April 21: Engineer Criticel Shortage List and Battlefield
Recovered Eguipment Report was sent to G-4.
Drew 520 10 in 1 rations znd 160 C rations from Class I.
1500 gallons of gasoline was drawn today.

April 223 Drevw A rat.ons today.

The following Class V supplies were drawn in order tc complete
our basic load and well ze thc companies: 45 dines, AT HE Nl1Al,
2640 Cart. A-I and Tracer, Cal. 50, 20 Rociets, HE, M6Al.

No Engineer Class II supolies were svaileble at the Depot,
because the Depot was rel cating.

Water ourification unit, port.ble, comnlete, at weter point
2 was damaged by fire. In order to keep WP 2 supplying troops
with water, we gave them the pmrification unit from th. reserve
point.

Received message from G-4 to turn in all Odographs, Land Iodel,
M1l mounted on 1/4 ton truck.

April 2%: lloved into new bivouac area.
Drew 180 C ratious, 540 10 in 1 raticns and supplementals &s
211 pounds Bread, <8 pounds Coffee, and 1lc3 pounds Meat.
Sent to Engineer Class II Supply Dump for a weter ZFarification
to replace thet dataged b fire. Depol did not have any to issue.

April 24: Seut 2 Generalors and Water Purificat.ons Unit to
Engineer lizintenance for iLepalr. Decision was reaclhied thal perhaps
the water purification unit dauazged by fire coul. be repaired by the
Maintenance Lngineer. _

Drew 700 10 in 1 rz.ions and supplements such as 210 pounds
bread, and l.2 pounds iwezl.

Brougnt beac« repa.red.rump, waicr frca repair shop.

Tae follo.ing Clase III supplies were drawn: 1440 gallons of
gasoline, 55 gallons of diesel oil.

wilig
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Aoril 25: Published Supply Bulletin Number 20.
The following Class I supplies were drawn: 540 10-1 rations, 180
"C" rations, 210 pounds bread, and 122 pounds meat.
Turned in four (4) Odographs, Land Model K1 mounted on one-guarter
ton truck to Engineer Class II Depot Number 39.

April 26: Drew two (2) boats, assault to complete T/E allowances,
and 700 pounds of TNT to complete basic load.

Drew 695 10-1 rations, 210 pounds bread, and 7 days PX rations.

Turned into Ordnance two (2) captured German vehicles.

Picked up and turned into Ordnance the following battlefield recov-
ergd equipment: 4 ea Bayonets w/scabbards, -5 rifles, US Cal 30 M1, and
1 launcher, Rocket, AT 2.36".

Cless III items drawn today weret 675 gallons of gasoline, 55 gallons
of Diesel o0il, and 25 pounds of General Furpose grease.

Drew 2 tanks, canvas, water, 3000 gallon capacity from Engineer
Class II Depot. These were needed to replace tanks which were in poor
condition.

April 27: Went in search of serviceable @erman tires and picked
up four.
Deew 700 "A" rations.
Brought back revaired Water purification unit. Our reserve water
point would be able to operate now.

Aoril 28: Sent message to all companies to have battlefield re-
covery teams pick up all the empty =zas cans they could in their res-
pective areas. The Suoply Office had sent a crew and they picked up
250 empty gas cans.

Drew "A"™ rations.

The following class III supolies were drawn: 1,020 gallons of gaso-
line, 55 gallons of diesel oil.

Moved to new bivouac.

April 29: Upon arrivel in new bivouac area, some box cars which
were stending in a rail yvard were investizated for a source of engineer
items. Discovered one car filled with 220 volt lamps, incandescent, 60
and 100 watt capacity. Removed about 600 of these lamps and issued them
40 divisional units reguiring them.

Drew "A" rations and 7 days PX rations.

April 30: Received message from S-3 to issue all peddles in stock
to engineer units making an assault ecrossing.
Drew Zngineer Class II supplies.
The following Class I items were drawn: 680 10-1 rations, andsuch
supplementals as, 30 pounds coflee, and 210 pou..ds bread.
1,680 gallons of gasoline were drawn.

-5= i
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| HIGHLIGHTS OF SUPPLY

CLASS I:
a. Quartermaster:

1« The majority of rations consumed during the month were
operationals, such as, 10-1's and C's, Very few K's were drawn. This
month we did consume three day suoply of A rations, in addition to
the operationals.

CLASS II:

a. Air Porce:

1. Our critical shortage in this branch of supply is 1 kit,
interpreter, photographic, type F2. '

b. Chem.cal Warfare:
1. The following shortages of chemical egquipment still exist:
32 Apparatus, Decontaminating, 1 1/2 qts; 4 brushes, decontaminating.
- 2. Battlefield recovered equioment for the month was as
; follows: 13 Mask, Gas, Service.
¢c. Engineer:

1. The eritical shortages for the entire division for the month
are as follows: 314 Compasses, lensatic lum.nous dial w/case; 54 Nets,
camouflage, twine garnished w/fabric, 22' x 22'; 16 Nets, camouflage,
twine garnished w/fabric, Extension 14' x 29'; 36 Nets, camouflage,
twine garnished w/fabric, 29' x 29'; 22 Nets, camouflage, twine garn-
ished w/fabric, 36' x 44'; 1 Repair, Equipment Set No. 6, Plywood boat;
1 Reproduction Equipment Set No. 3, Gelatin orocess, 18" x 18"; 32
Scales, plotting graduated in meters and yards, 1/25,000, 16"; 19
scales, plotting graduated in meters and yards, 1/25,000, 32"; 1 Sign
Reproduction XKit No 1; 52 Sterescones, Pocket magnifving w/case; and
guch m scellaneous items as 102 vnencils, china marking, black; 80 pen-
eils, china marking, blue; 143 Pencils, china marking, red; 72 poles,
upright 7' for Net set No.2 and 190 stakes, driving 24" for Net Set 2.

2. 1 Reproduction Eguipment Set No. 3, Gelatin Process 18" x

- 18" was received against the critical shortage list. :

i 3, The following engineer battleflield recovered eqguipment was
g picked up and reissued to divisional units requiring them: 5 hatchets,
b half hendled 4" blade; 9 boats, reconnaissance, 5 man. Both of these
items were German.

4. Our rapid moves in Germany carried us further and further
away from the Engineer Class II depot. The trip required at least two
days, and we could not afford to send any trucks and personnel, because
they were being used for other purposes. Therefore, our only alterna-
tive was to investigate captured German engineer dumps, remove the
equipment we needed, and issue them to uuits in the division. In this
menner we were able to secure, Pencils, China marking; Plastic, acetate;
Tape, Scotbh; Shovels; Picks; Tape, traving;'Hammers, claw, carpenters;
Axes; Hatchets; Scales, triangular, boxwood in meters and yards; Cable,

and Paint.
d. Medical:
1. No shortages in this class of property.
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305th Engineer Com Battalion, S-4, (Contin
d. Medical (cont'd)

2. An additional supply of expendables, such as Powder, in-
gsecticide was requisitioned. Orders were received from higher head-
quarters to the effect that typhus germs were frequent in Germany,
especially in air raid shelters, and insecticide powder should be
used frequently to prevent any infection.

e. Ordnance:

1. Misc®llaneous Truck Tools: liiscellaneous echelon tool, 1
charger, battery; and 1 compressor, air portable ere among the eriti-
cal items of Ordnance equipment.

2. Picked up and turned in the following battlefield recovered
equipment: 18 rifles, US Cal 30 i1; 1 Rifle, US Cal 30 MK1903; 1 Car-
bine, US Cal 30 M1; 1 Gun, submachine, Cal 45, M3; 5 bayonets, W1
w/scabbard M7; -1l 1 launcher, Rocket, 2.36".

f. Quartermaster:

1. The following battlefield recovered equipment was turned in:
1 belt, pistol; 5 shovels, intrenching, w/handle and carrier; 11 blank-
ets, wood OD; 1 Carrier, pack; 6 Bags, sleeping EM; 3 axes, intrenching
w/handle and carrierjy 3 tents, shelter half.

2. The eritical items of Quartermaster property for the month
were: 2 pans, cake, 19x16x1; 1 kit, barber, complete; 3 outfits, cook-
ing 2-burner; 1 Flag, Geneva Convention, Red Cross Bunting; 1 foot,
measuring outfit, men, M1943; 59 mask, face launcher, rocket; 1 safe,
field, keylock; 11 Strap, quick release packboard; 6 cans, corrugated,
nesting galvanized w/cover, 24 gal capacity; 1 Bag, water sterilizing
complete w/hooks and hanger; 15 cans, water, 5 gallon; 1 tent, command
post; and misceklaneous parts for the range, Field, M1943. Miscellan-
eous items of individual clothing and equipment are critical, such as,
shoes, Service (certain sizes only), Caps, HBT; Drawers, cottonj Jacke
ets, field; Undershirts, cotton.

g. Signal:

1. Among the critical items of Signal Froperty arej Mast sec-
tions MS 49; Chest, Set TD-3; 2 lanterns, electric portable hand; 15
tubes, VT14§; 24 tubes, VI1G6GT, 3 Mast Bases MP 57; 1 Power convertor;
200 batteries, BA 203/U.

2. The most difficult items to receive are expendable supplies
for the photographic. Requisitions are submitted monthly, but very
little supplies are received to do any amount of photographic work.

CLASS III:
a. Quartermaster:
1. The following class III items were drawn during the months:

25,185 gallons of ges; (of this quantity 1,580 gallons was captured
German gasoline); 375 gallons of oil, SAE 30, 115 gallons of oil, SAE
90; 845 gallons of Diesel 0il; 10 pounds of Water pump grease; 35 lbs

General rurpose grease; 5 gallons of kerosene.
2. The excessive quantity of gasoline was consumed because of

the frequent and long moves made during the month.
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CLASS IV:
a. Engineer:

1. Our clase IV supvlies, such as lumber and I beams, were
abandoned when our 4-ton truck became deadlined. These supplies were
in excess of our basic load, and not really needed during the present
operations. Besides that, one can secure I beams and lumber almost

anywhere in Germany.

CLASS V:
a. Engineer:

§. In order to complete our baslc load 700 pounds of TNT was
drawn.. At the present time our stock of Block, demolition M3, Indiv-
idual, C2 is in exceses of basic allowances. This gquantity can be
safely carried, and is carried because of the needs of divisional units.

b. Ordnance:
50, and 20 rockets, HE, M6A1 to complete our basic load within the
battalion. These items were not used in combat but were lost or be-
came unserviceable and therefore dangerous to carry about.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
a. Quartermaster:

1. It is believed that if different operational rations were
issued everyday, it would make a more appealing menu to the men. As
it is, one usually gets' the same type of 10-1 rations for several days,
and this makes the men lose their desire to eat. For the past few
days, we have tried a system, which we believe is a success, and makes
the menu more apvealing. One day we have 10-1 and the second day C
rations.

b. Miscelleneous:
& ti1. Orders received from higher headquarters requesting in-
ormation on any proposed changes in the T/0 and E. This office sub-
mitted letter covering all branches of supply, mainly requesting ::at
some equipment be returned to government supply depots for reissue to
unitswho require that eguipment more than we do.
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HEADQUARTERS 305TH ENGINEER COMBAT BALLALION
APO 80, United States Army

AFTER ACTION REPORT
S-1, April 1945

Table 1

te KIA DOwW WIA IIA MIA Total RTD
4 April 1945 3
6 April 1945 6
9 April 1945 3
14 April 1945 2

17 April 1945
20 April 1945
26 April 1945
27 April 1945 1

- 00 =

Table 2: Prisoners of War Captured.

Date Number

3 April 1945 8
4 April 1945 13
8 April 1945 2
12 April 1945 1
13 April 1945 4
14 April 1945 1
15 April 1945 140

Totel 169

Table 3t Reinforcements received ( including hospital returns)

Date Number

4 April 1945
6 April 1945
9 April 1945
17 April 1945
18 Aoril 1945
20 April 1945
26 Aopril 1945

Table 4: Decorations awarded from 1 April 1945 through 30 April 1945:
Number

WM =0 DWw

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Distinguished Service Cross

Silver Star Medal (Posthumously)

Silver Star Medal

Oak Leaf Cluster to the 3ilver dtarr Medal.

Bronze Star Medal (Posthumouslv)
Bronze Star Medal

ﬂ1-

2000000
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After Action Rap‘ Aor 4? 3
-1, 305 Engr C Bn (Cont'd

Table 4t KGont'd) |

1 Qak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze Star Medal
0 Air Medal

3 Purple Heart Award

1 Oak Leaf Cluster to the Purple Heart Award.

Battlefield Appointments: Negative.

Special Service

During the month of April the battalion was rapidly moving
through Germany; however, time was spared for a few movies. Some
excellent films were secured from Special Service, including
"Winged Victory".

P. X. supplies were secured bv the Division Special Service
and broken down to the lower units. This saved the long trip to
Post Exchanze warehouses.

A German P.X. warehouse was captured at Weimar, Germany, and
here many items were secured for the companies. Among these were
wool lined coats, sweaters, games, musical instruments, victorolas,
P.X. sunplies and radios.

The processing of films reached a new high after the capture
of several hundred films were distributed to the men of the battalion.

Passes continued to Paris, France. Seven day furloughs were
granted to both officers and enlisted men to the French Riviera.
Some of these pass holders went by plane to the city.

On 24 April the battelion moved South to Nurnberg, Germany
where a few days of rest and recreation were enjoyed. Each com-
pany organized soft ball teams and played games among one another.
Here all were able to get showers once asain.

A G.I. show played at the Hitler Stadium in Nurnberg; from
this stadium Hitler had made meny of his speeches to the people

of Germany. ;i

MORRIS EDELMAN
18t Lt. CE
Adjutant. i




