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‘OSELLE CROS3ING (4) 1117 Engr Group

Although the three bridges were in by 2000, no armc: crosasgsed,The next
wrning the en counterattacked.Many infantrymen cameé 1..ck across the
)ridges.Co B,248th, was guarding the third heavy ponto': bridre,dDuring the
1lght some Germans had infiltrated and brought to bear small arms fire
on Co B's position.But Co B waec well dug in and there ere no casualties,

Between 4 and 5 next morning Co A alerted in bivouac 4 miles Vest of
JIEULOUARD,This Co was organized as infantrymen andsel up as securlty on the
~sland.At the island they were briefed on the situaticn.Outposts were set
1p along the river and on the island.One platoon of 1G7th aided in
iecurity of island and bridecs.

On the afternoon of the 15th Cos B and C,248th, were alerted,lt was
"eported that the en was attrcking from the 5 with 3C tanks.The Group
sommander ordered all availalile to the third heavy ponton hridse.l2 squads
were formed out of the two companies.At the igland the Group Commander
ordered the Exec O to move the men as infantry to LOISY.The Exec O went
as liaison with the inf at LOI3SY.A runner was sent back to gulde the engr
to LOISY.The 318th was N of LO1I3Y.The Germans had counterattacked.First the
engineers staflefon the & side of the rocad as reserve,Later when the East si¢
was plugsed they moved to the West side.They remained in support until
Adhe inf attacked at which time the englineers became sccurity for LOISY.

As the men moved up toward ILCI3Y an arty barrase opened up on themThey pulle
back S of LOI3Y.At C400 the inf jumped off and it wagc then that the engr e
occupled position I side of 1L0OISY.Later more inf arrived(l Bn,317th)

to relieve the engineers.,At 2 in the morning B and C r lieved.¥Whole bn
relieved next norning.

/" The original plan called for mgs and arty to gupnori inf initial

~

, lcrossing where one stream,the 305th and 167th build an inf support bridge).

DIEULOUARD the 167th build an inf support br to get light traffic
and supplies across.

In some spots the river shallow for hvg ponton bridoe.Pneumatic floats
were uged to supnort pontons,

Two days before crossing the Group CO reconnoitred lrom BELLVILLE to
DIEULOUARD up and down strean,thoroughly going over canal and river,
No good bridge sjites from BEILVILIE up.,A hill SE would have to be cleared
before build br of island,Wwnere canal and river tozether gsteep banks
and no possible approaches where vehicles can get to river,
The general plan called for crocssing between BELLVIL'E and DILULGCUARD-



MOSELLE CRO3SSING (5) 1117 Engr Group .
Interview with Major Leonard W. Peterson,Group Operations Officer,
The MOSELLE RIVER in this vicinity is QYCFQthn%7 iy fast,which was not

advantageous.The dyke between the canal and the river ig a little over

the height of a man.This fact aided considerably in the constructlon of

the first bridge,the bridse over the canal,insofar as i! precluded direct

Observation on the part of the enemy.The width of the ri er 1s one hun~

dred and fifty on the average. The river banks are abrup. and required

bulldozing down before bridging.during the first three days work Was

done under heavy mortar and artj fire. / Sotamin Gprrpree—

Regarding the cholce of sites,it would seemy’ that 1t would have been wlger
to put the heavy ponton across the far arm so as 1o take advantage of the
only road across the island,.,However in view of the fact that the en had
zeroed in his arty on all the likely crossing points,it was lecided to
place the third ponton bridee downstream.4 second possibility was to use
the dam near the far end of the macadam road.This was discarded because
it was hellieved that the en arty was ranged in along the macadam road.

At 2000 on the night of the 12th the third ponton was completed.While
work was 1in process on this bridge Col Lovett and Major Peterson decided
to put in a second heavy pcnton over the far arm downstream during dark-
ness,Some work was commenced on this bridse near the site of the first
heavy ponton over the far arm during daylight and on the night of the 13th
was floated down to the selected site downstream,lt was hopel that the
en would be unaware of this bridge.However the next morning at daybreak
25 ghells landed near this site.A few days later when it was believed
that the en was well ranged 1in on the downstream glites,the first ponton

~and the fifth were dismantled to provide material for a ponton at the end

of the macadam road.Incldentally in that vicinity the river 1s consilderably
more than average width, ' ' ’

One factor which had an effect on enpgr operations was the heavy rainfall
previous to the 12th.The banks were soft and the fast current frequently
washed bridging material downstream.This difficulty was ~liminsted to
gsome extent by damimg up one arm and canalizing the flow through the other
arm while work progressed on the first arm,Thus use was .ude of the two

.existing dams,

There was 1little information on the far arm.On the 11th the tWo combat

battalions had carried out reconnaissance.Algo Col Lovetti,Major Peterson,

Major Adams,Capt Ernest,and Lt Ryan had crept to the ban under cover.

It was ooscible to ford tanks across the firet arm.Then Major Feterson
sent Capt Cote,CO 3 Co 167th,and Lt Hurlbrutt forward to check the farther
arm for fords.A possibility was located(sec overlay).After ome and a halfl
hours work it was decided to make an attemnt.s medium tank wilth a dozer
blade was brought forward and with Major Peterson on board it proceeded
part way across before bogzing down.,It was then obvious that a heavy pon-
ton would have to be put in as soon as posscible in order to get the tanks
across. .

The en had mined and booby trapped portions of the far bank.These were
blown in place by placing charges on top and expleding the charges,

Many times the engr were called upon to act as ir"antrymen.20 mgs were
taken from edge of BOIS DE CUITE where thegse ilad su.porteu v inltlial
agsault and placed on the far end of the island as :efence against possible
counterattack.

Theoretically a heavy ponton is not built while «unger of arty fire 4
Actually these heavy pontons were put in while therc still existed small
arms fire,The engrs had to contend with mines below and shells from above,
When they heard the whistles of shells they would hit thr ground.After
the blast thev would resume work.There were occascional «;sualties.

Yt



MOSELLE RIVER (6) 1117 Enzr Group

A hit on the third *ridge held up traffic ten minutes.This was the only
delay due to bridge Jifficulties, 2 AN ?

Interview with Cap® Paul Cote,CO B Co 167th Bn. ./ /% ‘

On the night of the 1lth Capt Cote was in chargé of six ‘-oal guides
directing Co B,an ari: battery,and a mg battery/to the riv r.At 2:30
Group received word Liat DIZULOUARD waf occunied by German .For.this reason
there was some hesitz:ilon in sending equipment down.By 7:0 the trucks
arrived and Co B comnenced work on a pneumatic float bridg across the
canal.After the complction of this bridge Co B started con tructing a ford
across the first arm of the river.One platoon of this co swept for mines
along the far bank o” the first arm. , :

This outfit was us:’ as-'security.One platoon was digposec ilong the far
branch near the dam ¢xtending to a patch of woods to the N ¢! the dam,The
other two pla‘«ons were sgsecurity for the island itself,

In the cong .uction of the pneumatic float job it was necessary to cut
the bank down "ith 2 bulldozer and cut aut the railroad trac!:s.Then it
was necesgary Lo cut a path through the 7 foot bank .

Regarding the river,the currentlias swift,6 to 7 mph.Its width not

T

sufficlent for a floating Ballley.The RHINE is widc enough for a floating
Baillley}The banks are pretty hard.lt was necessary to cut awry the banks
in ord€&r to make shoulders for the bridges,

Concerning the possible use of the dam for crossing the vehlcles,the lip
wag too sgliopery.The dam was wide enousgh,but there was no protection on the
far side.A truck could very easily slip off.

The attempt of the armored dozer to ford the far arm met with failure
because of the muddy river bottom, :

Many outfits were working at the same time. There was good coordination.

It was impossible to reconnoiter the far arm until the first bridses were
completed.Also there was fighting on the farther side;it was impossible
to get there to effect reconnaissance,

Regarding choice of gites,accessibility to DIEUDGUARE ,availability
of approaches, and proximity to possible fording sites were governing fac-
tors.
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