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DUWNGEADED TO:

SECTICN I

. 7,
THE DIEKIRCH-HALLER SECTOR “l“lt‘%’iﬁ“ e
| Feb

On 1 February 1945, the 80th Infantry Divisicn was
holding the high ground northweast of DIEKIRCH to HALLER
forward at all points to the SURE and SAUER RIVERS. The
318th Infantry held the HALLER, cr east sectcr and the
319th Infantry, the BETTENDORF, or west sector. This e
sector was on the west or left of the XII Corps Zone. _xu
Contact on the left of the Division was maintained with J—
the 6th Cavalry Group of the VIII Corps whose line ran Vi
generally north and south along the west bank of the UUR
RIVER.

In reserve on 1 February 1945, the 317th Infantry
billeted in MEDERNACH, CRUCHTEN and HEPPINGEN. This
Regiment conducted training throughcut the day with
emphiasls being placed on firing of individual wespons.

The 318th Infantry occupied a line approximately <puel’
6000 yards along the south bank of the SAUER RIVER. The =~ —
lst Bn wes assembled in Regimental Reserve in HALLER,
where weapons training was siressed. The 2d Bn, on the
left nalf of the Regimental Sector, cccupied en area
approximately 3000 yards along the south bank of the
SAUER RIVER from WALLENDORF., The right half of the
Regimental sector was defended by the 3d Bn on & line )
extending 3000 yards along the SAUER RIVER to include 4p T s
appruximately two thirds of the peninsula area northwest °

of HALLER. Supporting upits were: Tne Collecting Bolessms 2
Company, "B" Company, 305th Medical Bn, "B" Company, Kl

305th Engineer Bn, the 314th Pield Artillery Bn, rein- ¥
forced by fires from the 512th and 974th Field Artillery 9747% .
Bng, with Batteries emplaced in the vicinity of HALLER. qgr@M
In addition, the 34 Platoon, “A" Company, 91st Chemical

¥ortar Bn with four 4.2 Chemical Mortars was in position
approximately 2000 yards north of HALLER. The Battalions

on line maintained and improved their defensive pogitions

and patrolled along the south bank of the SAUER RIVER

during the night.

Attached to the 4th Armored Division for operational glqh”u‘ﬂ
purposes only, the 319th Infantry remained on cne hour
alert status in the vieinity of XBHLIN, RULLINGEN, STEINSEL
and HEISDURF SUR ALZETTE. Rehabilitation and re-eguipment
of personnel took place here. Continued reconnaissance
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of routes to and from LUXEMBOURG and the route and terrain
east of LUXEMBCURG was made in compliance with the cocunter-
attack plan of the 4th Armored Division.b’

“Pask Porce "0bbde" maintained defensive positicns 'r
and "patrolled iA the sector bounded by FUHREN on the 06
northwest and BRIESDORFT to the southwest. This Task Force ‘3
was composed of three battalions Of Armored Infantry, one Lv~lw
Company of Engineers and one Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, 57"
all of the 4th Armored Division. 2TP[2% Rem By
Feo [ 24 MregEng i)

A FED
On 2 Pebruary 1945, the 317th Infant;y continued to SN'!
: Wit madddos . (sea o)

The lst Bn 318th Infantry continued weapons training
in HATLER, A special group of approximately tweaty men L‘,\ug
gathered from all companies of the Regiment and was formed ©F
with the sole mission of doing long range night patrolling v
for the Regiment, At 1800, 80th ngvinian ?icl& Message %00 4,
Nomber 1, outlining the gemersl plans for an attack north IO
geross the SAUER R%?“R; was received., The 24 snd 3d Bns
maintained aefensive positlons and patrolleé tnelr sﬂctors,
howover’ T zi x lan syl o -'-‘-‘."
neither could get patrals across the SAU“R pIV‘R.

Reconnaissance of the counterattack area of the 4th
Armored Division was completed by the 319th Infantry on
2 February 1945. All Battalions were in reserve and
weapons were fired on selected ranges within the rest ares.

3 Fed
"B" Gompany, 10th Armored Iafantry Bn of ®ask Force e Y 5 oY
*Obgg“’ attacked HOESDORF at 2200 and by 0520, of 3 Feb-
ruary 1945, had cleared the town of enemy occupying the
inhabited areas. The remainder of Task Force *Qboe"
maintained defensive positions.

n

Selected personnel of all unite of the 317th Infantry SNl“l

attended a sniper school conducted while the Regiment re- §chod
mained in Divisicn Reserve on 3 February 1945.

The lst Bn 318th Infantry continued weapcns training
in reserve. A rgdistribution of bazookas was made within b aal'-""
each battalion. HJ. rifle platoons were equipped with
two bazookas and each weapons platoon with one,] The 24
and 34 Bns maintained defensive positions and sent out
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patrols which were unsuccessful in crossing the SAUER RIVER. [ Qb

0 |
The 319th Infantry continued training on 3 February.ff:if,,-
1945. The RBattalions prepared to comply with Regimental eeg
Pield Order Number 46 moving the Regiment, on 4 February
1945, to an area held by Combat Command "B", 4th Armored
Division to relieve the 10th and 534 Armored Infantry Bns.

. F<b
On 4 Pebruary 1945, the 317th Infantry remained in

Division Reserve,

4hP

On 4 February 1945, the 318th Infantry received Pield
Order Number 30 providing for an sttack to be made at
0300, 7 Pebruary 1945. Defensive positiocns were maintained
and during the night, the 2d Ba was able %o get e patrol.
across. the river.imn. the right half of its secior. Rellef
of the 3d Bn (minus "K" Company) was completed at 1300
by the 534 Armored Infantry Bn in the right half of the
Regimental sector. The 3d Bn (minus "K" Company) assembled £11TD
at BEAUFORT. "B" Company 8l11th Tank Destroyer Ban (SP) L33AA
was attached to the Regiment and moved into the 2d En J
gsector. Elements of the 6334 AAA Bn were given a direct
fire mission in support of the crossing.

The lst Bn 319th Infantry moved out at 1125 and ook
closed into KLEINREISDCRF at 1330. The 2d Bn began movee - ot
ment at 0930, crossed the SAUER RIVER and closed into '
MOESTRCFF at 1235 where it relieved elements of Cavsalry
attached to Combat Command "B®"., The 3d Bn, at 0800, S3z0hI8
moved to vicinity of BETTEINDCRF, relieved the 534 Armored
Infantry Bn at 1000, the 10th Armored Infantry Bn at 2135 [6™ A8
and ccnsoclidated positions for the night., Task Force Foren
"Oboe", attached to 3d Bn 319th Infantry, maintained T""“g
defensive positions and patrclled. (‘2\&1)

S Ftd ey

Cn 5 February 1945, the 317th Infentry closed into

an assembly area at DIEKIRCH at 1500Q.

The 318th Infantry maintained defensive positicns

and made preparation for the coming attack on 7 February
1945, e

The 1lst and 2d Bns 319th Infantry, the two assault
Battalions in the coming attack, practiced river crossings
in the vicinity of MOESTHUFF. The 3d Bn remained in
vicinity of BETTENDCRP.



& Feb

The 317th Infantry in reserve, 6 February 1945,
conducted training and rehabilitation of equipment and
perscnnel.

The lst Bn 318th Infentry remained assembled in
vicinity of HALLER. THe 28 Bn; in i8 ti Ath
166th Qombat Englneer oved boats:
pquipnent aigﬁq-‘efﬁhcfr=:er‘a'ﬁﬁgs before daylight.
ATter dark, the 2d Bn assembled in the wooded arez above
the crossing site in the vicinity of BIGELBACH. The 34
Bn remainsed in the Battalion Command Post area at BIAUPORT.
"RK" Company, at 2000, was brougat back from its position
on the river line to the 3d Bn assembly area. Two cutposts
were left on the river line.

the
the

The 1st Bn 319th Infantry remained in the assembly
area in the vicinity of KLEINREISDORF during the daylight
hours of 6 February 1945. The 2d Bn, in the vicinity of
MOESTROFF, departed at 2245 to assemble at HOESDORF on
7 Pebruary 1945 at C010. The 3d Bn remained in the assem- 558 FA
bly area at BETTENDORF. "A" Battery 558th Field Artillery py
Bn (155mm SP Gun) was attached to Division Artillery.
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SECTICE II

THE CROSSING OF THE CUR AND SAUER RIVERS
AND ASSAULT OF THE SEIGRRIED LINE

1 Fep

On 7 February 1945, the 317th Infaniry remained at
DIEEIRCH in Divisicn Reserve.

The 1st Bn 318th Infantry, which was to follow the
34 Bn across the SAUER RIVER, remeined assembled in HALLER.

At 0300, on 7 Pebruary i945, the 24 Bn 318th Infantry
Jumped off in the attack. A% 0327 "F™ Company reported
that it waes across the river and moving out against light
opposition.

"E* and "G" Compenies were having difficulty in 2
launching boats into the flood cwgo?i‘ma-ac%ﬁa-- filled 16L"éNev
waters, At daylight, enemy small arms, mortar and artillery

fire increased in intensity at the crossing pcint. The
166th Engineers were unable to comstruct a bridge during
the day, but by 2500, the 2d Bn had crossed the river and

ved out to enlarge the perimeter of the bridgehesd.
By 03%30 the 34 Bn, which was to follow the 24 Bn, was
assembled above the crossing site. The 533 Armored Tnfan- £30 A0
try Bn, attached tc the 318th Infantry, made a feinting pyeyo 7O
demonstration in the right half of the Regimental Sector g )M
in ecoordination with the infantry attack.

The lst Bn 319th Infantry moved, under cover of
darkness, from sssembly area at KLEINREIBDORF to the
vicinity of the OUR RIVER north of %ALLENDURF. By 0625,
"B" and "C" Compasnies had crossed under haszardous condi-
tions aggravated by intense enemy ertillery fire. By
0715, these Compsnies had advanced 200 yards up the slope
of the hill northeast of the crussing point. The advance
was continued to form a line northwest of WALLENDORF.
During the morning, "A"™ Company, crossing under the cover
of smcke, was ordered to advance, seize WALLENDORF and
outpost the high ground to the north and east. By 2015,
"A" Company reported the town cleared and the cbjective
occupied.

The 2d Bn 319th Infantry, preparatory tc forcing a

crossing of the OUR BRIVER, closed into HUESDURF at 0010
on 7 February 1945. (The Battalion experienced considerable -

.
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difficulty due t ﬂ,qod lcnl QUR RIVEE,
the nﬁigﬁgpgg_ gté?’pbish ary i !;;;arg,;fﬁgy"'

‘Q%% unable to o ‘-%o oonstruotion of brid ges, ti -
all orossing were made in assault boats or by swimming.
At 0705, "P" Company made & crossing and was pinned down
on the north side of the river by intense and. 555. te
artillery and martar fire. Due to gh heavy llery
concentrations in the 24 Bn area, it was dacided to move
the remainder of the BRattalion to the lst Bn sector for
a crossing. However, because of the artillery concentira=-
tions, the Battalion was unable to move from its present
position to take advantage of the lst Bn crossing site.
WP® Company held ground attained on the north side of the
OUR RIVER while the 24 Ban (minus "F" Company) remained
gouth of the river for the night.

The 34 Bn 319th Infantry was alerted 1c make & crcssing
early on the morning of 8 February 1945. Troops moved
from the assembly area at FETTENDORF into MCESTRCFF and
KLEINREISDOURF preparatory to crossing.

At 0715, the 518t Armored Infaniry Bn, attached to 515&!6
the 319th Infantry, in an attack to the east occupied gQpewn 131§
the town of EBETTEL.

' .
On 8 Pebruary 1945, the 317th Infantry remained in
DIEKIRCH conducting training with emphasis placed on
"squad assault teams".

The lst Ba 318th Infantry remained im reserve in
vieinity of HALLER until 1200. It then moved to an assembly
area Jjust sbove the crossing site, closing at 1545,

The 2d Bn 318th Infantry attacked at 1300 from its
bridgehead and by 2300 reported an advance of 1200 yards.

"L* Company of the 3d Bn crosgsed the SAUER RIVIR at
0515, becoming attached to the 2d Bn, moved to the scuthern
portion of the bridgehead in the vicinity of DILLINGEN and
attacked to tne south to clean cut the peninsula area.
The remainder of the 3d& Bn continued to maxe preparations
to cross the SAUER RKIVER. The erossing wa s
difficult during the day by”ﬁfﬁif7ﬁ7f,; '%*dﬁ?ﬁgaaing

The 53d Armored Infantry Bn maintained its position &3 Mb

gite,
in the right half of the Regimental Sector,

sl
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The lst Bn 319th Infantry ccnsoclidated its positions
north of the OUR RIVER. Additional boats were sent to
it's crossing area in order to make possible the supply
of the bridgehead.

At 0400, the 24 Bn 319th Infantry (minus "F" Company)
attempted to cross the UUR RIVER by boats, but pulled
back to recrgenized when heavy artillery fire made direct
hits on boats attempting to cross. At 0612, twenty-seven
meén had crossed but artillery precluded the possildity
of further ecrossings. At 2030, the 2d Bn had succeeded in
ferrying supplies acroes to the Yridge group con the north
gide of the river and brought back casuslties. At 2317,
the supply and casuslty evacuation of this group was Com=
pleted. At 2400, the remainder of "F" Coumpany began to
eross.

In the early morning, the 3d Bn 319th Infantry
started to move to its crossing site, but at 0612, it
hed mede no crossing due to artillery concentrations
which wrecked the boats at the crossing site. Additional
boats were brought ap, but attempted crossings at C©915
and 1605 were unsuccessful,

The 51st Armcred Infantry Ta continued to protect Slsrhil
the left flank of the Regiment and tc support by fire the

attack.
9 Fe

The 317th Infantry remained in reserve at DIEKIRCH
on 9 Fevruary 1945. At 2100 the Regiment received in-
structions to move "F" Company to U AUFURT to be attached
to the 318th Infantry. This Company moved out at 2330
and was in BOAUFORT by 0125 of 10 PFebruary 1945.

‘ G

At O73C, Y.February 1945, the lst Bn 318th Infantry
had only "A" Company acrcss the river, but by 1900, the
crossing was completed. The Battalicn, passing through
positions of the 24 Bn, attacked north and gained 1000
meters before taking up defensive poeitions at dark.

The 24 Bn 318th Infentry continued to mop up within
the bridgenead and to consolidate positions toc protect
the north flank. At 0330, 9 February 1945, the 3d PFn
erossed the SAUER RIVER and attacked to the east and
scutheast. "I" and "K" Companies secured the high ground
1000 yards east of the Regimental crossing site. “L"
Company attacked to the southesst clearing the northern

% W



half of the peninsula area.

"B" Company, 534 Armored Infantry Bn advanced to the
banks of the “AUER RIVER and occupied defensive positions.,

On 9 Pebruary 1945, the 150th Engineer Bn attempted |49 L
to build a floating trtaiwng bridge in the vieinity of :ju
¥ALLENDCRF and & e e vieinity of the lst Bn
319th. ;nrantgg.erussin _however due to the enemy artillery
fire thzrt?' ¢ projects were never completed. "A" Com-
pany, $19th Infantry remained in the vicinity of WALLENDORF
during the day. At 0720, "B" Company, 6C0O yards north of
the western most part of WALLENDORF, waes counterattacked
by infantry from the northwest, The company continued to
advance slowly during the day. At 0520, "C" Company re=-
ported infantry pressure on their right flank but exper-
ienced no difficulty in overcoming it. Small gains were
made during the day and by 2400 "C" Company had contacted
"BY Company.

The 2d Bn 319th Infantry crcesed the remasinder of
"P" Ccompany beginning at 0001, 9 February 1945. By 0443,
"E"™ and "G" Companies had also crossed. These units
assisted the lst Bn in mopping up the high ground northeast
of WALLERDORF and protected the north flank of the bridge-
head.

3d Bn 319th was unable to ‘make s crossing due
to hﬂiﬂgr enemy artillery rfire. The 3d Bn was ordered to
renain south of the CUR RIVER until further crders and to
outpost HUEBDURF from the northwest to the east of town
with one reinforced platoon: The remainder of the 3d Bn
was toc stay as Regimental Reserve at KLEINREISDURF,

- The 51st Armored Infantry Ba continued to occupy
defensive positions.

On 9 February 1945, the 702d Tank Bn and the 8llth 7ozf“
Tank Destroyer En coordinated fire with Division Artillery 91113
Plares from Division Artillery and 905th Field Artillery-"

Bn _flew 35 missions and succeeded in dropping medical
supplies, food aand ammunition to the troops.
(6 FLs

On 10 February 1945, "F" Company 317th Infantry,
attached to the 3d Bn 518th Infantry, moved up to the
river from EEAUFURT and was in position for a crossing
at 0755. The crossing of two pletoons was made in assault
bogig by 1335 and a perimeter defense was set up arc
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the crossing site. This site was. Lo be used in new attempts
to bridge the river about 400 yards below DILLINGEN. The
remainder of the 24 Bn 317th Infantry, attached to 318th
Infantry, closed at REAUFORT at 1230 and prepared to cross
the river.

The lst and 3d Bns 317th Infantry remained in
DIEKIRCH and continued to conduct training.

At 0800 on 1C February 1945, the lst and 24 Bns 318th
Infantry, with the 1lst Bn cn the right and the 24 on the
left, were attacking north from their bridgehead positions.
Moderate oppositicn from tnc§¥ pillboxes was encountered.
By the end of the day, the lat Bn ha aken the high ground
1500 yerds southeast of BIESDURF. The 24 Bn made only
8light progress during the day, but after darkness, was
able to by-pass the enemy pillboxes within its sector and
seize the town of BIESDORF by 2044.

The 34 Bn 318th Infantry continued to attack east
and southeast on 10 February 1945 to clean cut the penin-
sula formed by the SAUER RIVER in the Battalicn sectors.

The 1lst and 24 Bns 319th Infantry supplied and
evacuated casualties north of the CUR RIVER during the
early morning of 10 Pebruary 1945. ®This prgga;yf;agégr
enemy artillery fire, was carried out by boats with the 1 50M e by
assistance of the 150th BEngineer Rattalion. The lst Bn,
reinforced by "F" and “G" Companies of the 24 Bn, continued
to advance against pillboxes in its secior. Progress was
slow, but the Infantry, displaying a determined and
aggressive spirit and with the assistance of support
fires, advanced against the enemy's fortifications. Baeh
pillbox had to be attack separately. The 24 Bn (minus
"F" Company) assisted the lst Bn in mopping up the high
ground northwest of WALLENDCRF. These Battalions had
increased their bridgehead thus facilitating resupply
and evacuation of wounded personnel,

The 34 Bn 319th Infantry continued in reserve in
KLEINREISDORP, but at 1235 plans were made to cross the
Battalion. However, winile the Battalion was prepared to
cross the UUR RIVER, at the close of the period nc crossing
had been made.

The 5lst Armored Infantry Bn continued to occupy ‘51’f‘h6
defensive positions to the left of the 319th Infantry Sector.

® §
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At 1855, on 11 Pebruary 1945, elements of the 2d
Bn 317th Infantiry had been ferried across the SAUER RIVER
and by 2025 all were acrcss except the mortars and rear
Command Post,

The 1lst and 3d Bnes 1n reserve, remained in DIERIRCH,
where they continued to conduet training,

During the day 11 PFebrusry 1945, the lst Bn 318th
Infantiry advanced approximately 500 yards to the north
to positions approximately 1200 yards due east of DIESDORF.
The 2d Bn mopped up enemy opposition between DIESDURF and
he UAUZR RIVER. The 34 Bn, continued ite task of clearing
the area on the peninsula formed by the ZAUER RIVER, east
and scutheast of the crossing site.

At 0800, on the 11 PFebruary 1945, the 53%4 Armored -
Infantry Bn was'relleved from attachement to tne 518th & 3910
Infantry. It began movement to lesave it's area at 0915 Reheved
and by 1045, the area had been cleared.

During 11 February 1945, the 319th Infantry continued
to supply units across the OUR RIVER by boat, The lst Bn
held the positions gained the day before. At C710, "p@v
Company 2d Bn was released from attachment to the 1st
En and reverted to Battalion contrel. "G" Company 2d Bn
was relsased from attachment to the lst Bn at 1100 and
reverted to Battalion control.

The 24 Bn 319th Infantry assembled its forces in the
ares north of the UUK RIVER, approximately 1100 yards
northweat of the confluence of the CUR and SURE RIVERS.

"C" Qompany 305t Engineers had been slerted to cross
the 34 Bn 319th Infantry by beat, but when the 179th quQwégy
Sngineer Ba reported that a bridge would be constructed
for foot traffic by 1900, the boat plan was cancelled.
By 2250, one half of the 3d Bn had crossed the bridge to
assemble at WALLENDURP. The bridge, lacking approximately
30 yards, did not completely spen the river and the truops
had to wade the distesnce to shore in knee deep water. The
3d Bn cleared the bridge at 2312.

The 51lst Armored Infantry Bn continued to defend the SlsrMB
lei.v flank of the 319th Infantry.

: 12 IFt 8
Cn 12 February 1945, the 24 Ban 317th Infantry was



entirely across the river and had moved up to relieve the
3d Bn %18th Infantry. By 0430, the relief was ccmpleted
and the 2d Bn reverted to the control of the 317th Ianfantdy.
Defensive pusitions were improved and patrols were sent

to the east. Contact with the 5th Infantry Division was
attempted near BUOLLENDURF, but by the end of the perlod,

no report of suech contaet had been made.

The lst Bn 317tn Infantry remained in reserve in
DIEKIRCH until the Iternuon ¢f the 12th when they mcved
out to assemble at TITAUFURT preparatory t¢ defendiag the
Regimental Sector. The Battalion clcsed at BEAUFORT
at 1900. The 3d Bn, under Division ecntrecl, remained
in DIEKTIRCH.

The lst Bn 318th Infantry attacked to tne north at 318
1130, but because of heavy enemy assault, mortar and
urtillery ftri“!reﬂk&agﬁln:uni!g“il@lgnnnl&ti~eﬂyﬁiﬁﬂiﬁilcPF

HILL, wes unablé to make much progress during the day.

The 24 Bn 318th Infantry centinued to mop up pillboxes
and enemy positions arcund BIESDURF and to consclidate
positions. Contact was established with the 319th Infentry
at WALLENDORF =at 0915.

The 34 Bn 318th Infantry completed mopping up the
peninsula scuthessi of DILLIKGEN and patrclled t¢ tae
east. The Battalion was relieved by t he 24 Ban 317th Infen-
try at 0430, 12 February 1945. At this time the Battalion
moved north taking up positicns on the high ground scuth-
east of the lst En.

The 1lst Bn 319th Infentry remained in its zone clear- o ¢
ing the high ground north of WALLENDURF. + 1

The 24 Bn 319th Infantiry assisted the lst Bn in
moepping up the nign ground north of WALLENDOWF and at
0715 attacked AJM‘LDINGJ!. The attacik prggreusad alowly
due to the resistance being uet from oxes and at
2000, tue Battalion neld positions for the nignt approxie-
mately 500 yards east of AUMSLDINGEN.

The 34 Bn 319ta Infantry, passing through tne lst
Bn, attacked nortieast at 071l from the vicinity 1000
yards nortawest of GWALLENDUEF. Reduetion of suceessive
pal anxﬂaleﬂgﬁmxhz aﬁvggga, ‘but the Batialion continued
.pushing snead y ¥ througn the day and nignt of
12 Pebruary 19 5.
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The 51st Armored Infantry Bn maintained defensiye

positions on the left of the 319th Infantry.
12 Fed

During 13 February 1945, the 1lst Bn 317th Infantry
remained in an assembly area in the vicinity of BZAUFORT,
The 2d Bn maintained positions ¢n the high ground north-
west of BOLLENDORF. At 010C contact had been made with
the 5th Infantry Division on the 24 Bn right in the
vicinity of BOLLENDCRF. The 3d Bn, in reserve, remained
at DIBEKIRCH under Division control.

The 318th Infantry, in its position on the high
ground, completed mopping up enemy resistance on 13 Feb-
ruary 1945. The 34 Bn, occupying the high ground in the
vicinity of HILL 380 (994428), began movement at 0930 to
relieve the 1lst Bn from its positicn (9944) in the vicinity
cf FIE DURP. Relief was completec at 1137 and the 1lst
Bn moved southeast to cccupy the high grcound formerly held
by the 3d En. The 2d Bn, in positions in the vicinity
of BIESDUKF, after mopping up pillboxes and the high
ground south of BIESDCRF, improved it's positions.

~ Un 13 Pebruary 1945, the 319th Infantry continued to
Rop wp P11 1voxes in 1t8 zone and expand its bridgenead
to the north and east.

The 34 Ban 319th Infantry, having passed through the
1st Pn t..e day before to carry the attack to the north of
WALLENDORF, conmtinued to reduce pillboxes cn HILL 386
(945455). At 0230, 13 February 1945, "K" Company had
advanced tc¢ the ubjective (HILL 386) and began to reor=—
ganize its troups. Heavy enemy artillery fire was re-
ceived and the pillboxes in its sector were nct mopped
up. "I"™ Company was ordered tc move forward and assist
"K" gompany in clearing the enemy from HILL 386. At 0900,
"I" and "K" Companies, cocordinating in mopping up pillboxes
on HILL 386, were receiving heavy enemy artillery fire.

By 1325 "K" Company held the northwest and west slope of
HILL 386 and "I" Company held the northeast and top of
the hill. ZSnemy small arms, artillery and mortar fire
were veing received when the Battalion consclidated its
pesition,

The 24 Bn, in position appruximately 500 yards scuthe
east of AMVELDINGER, mcved ocut at 0800 to attack the town
and surrounding ground. HNumérous pillboxes within the
zone of advance made progress slow. At 0937, the Battalion
ordered the cessaticn of supporting fire and advanced
toward the town. By 1130, twc platoons of "&" Company



occupied the high ground north of the town and "G" Company
moved into AMMELDINGEN which was uncccupied. The advance
was halted and the ground galned during the day was con-
solidated.

The 1lst Ba 319th Infantry, in Regimenial Reserve
vieinity of HILL 304 (north of WALLENDORF), was protecting
bridging operatior
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SECTION III

THE SAUBR=-CUR DREIDCEHEBAD
4 Febp

On 14 Pebruary 1945 Division units held positions
generally on a line (P=9154473) - (P-948455) - (P=991460).
The 3d Ban 318th Infantry, on the Regimental right flank,
maintained positions east of BIESDURF (P-9944). A4t 1300,
this Battalion was ordered to take HUNNENKOPF HILL (P-983441)
prior to daylight 15 Pebruary 1945. “I" Company attacked
at 1700, but after advancing 500 yards, was temporarily
halted by heavy eénemy mortar and artillery fire., "L"
Company Jjumped off at 0253 and passed through "I" Company
against hostile small arme and mortar fire to reach its
objective by 0800. The lst Bn continued to occupy the
high ground viecinity HILL 380 (P-994428), while the 2d
Bn consolidated positions in and arcund BIESDURF.

The 1lst Bn 319th Infantry, from positions on the
high ground vieinity HILL 304 (north of WALLENDORF),
moved forward in the early morning hours to assault pill-
boxes in that area. Considerable difficulty was experienced-~
% laugtin% them due to the darkness and the well camou=- -
f?ggcﬁ positions of the pillboxes. =

Phe 34 Ba 319%h Infantry, located on HILL 386 (P-945455)
northeast of AMMELDINGEN, with direct fir pport L1
tapks and tank degtiroyers continued to c¢lear cut pil.
Demoliticns consisting of hand grensdes, -satehel charges
and dynamite were places in the apertures, ventilator
shafts and at the entrances of the pillboxes. Direct fire
from 155 mm Self Propelled guns was successfully employed
against pillboxes in this-attack. "K" and "I" Companies,
supported by twoc platcons cof tank destroyers and cne
section of tank assault guns, planned a cocordinated night
attack on the high ground vicinity of WALLENDURF. The
24 Bn, Infantry continued to occupy and improve defensive
positions in and around AMUELDINGEN,

pw

Pield Order Nuamber 31, Headquarters 80th Infantry FQD#SJ
Division, issued at 2000, provided for resumption of
ettacks northeast to the PRUN RIVER., H=-Hour and D=Day
were to be announced later.

15 Feb

On 15 February 1945, the 1lst Bn 317th Infsnitry con-
tinued to improve defensive positions vieinity HILL 390
(northwest of BOLLENDORF), while the 24 Bn conscolidated

.y, V.



positions on HILL 385, north of the ssme town. Elements
form both Battalions maintained pairols to the north. The
3d Bn 317th Infantry, which had been at DIESXIRCH in Division
Reserve, was moved by motor at 0700 to an assembly area
north of BULLENICRF. RBattalion units closed into the new
area by 1100.

The lgt Bn 318th Infantry continued to improve posi-
tions in the vicinity of HILL 380 (P~994428) and to utilize
the pericd for rest and rehabilitstion, while 2d Bn units
of the same Regiment maintained previously held positions
in and around BIESDCRF, The 3d Bn units continued cperations
in the vicinity of HUNNENKCFPF HILL, which had been taken
at 0800 by "L" Company. Other Battalion units mopped up
pillboxes and small enewLy groups attempting to infiltrate
the high ground south of CRUCHTEN (P-9845).

During 15 Pebruary 1945, the lst Bn 319th Infantry
continaed to improve positions north of WALLANDURF, while
2d Bn units held positions in the town of ANMELDINGEN and
vieinity. In the early morning hours, 34 Bn elements to
the north of AMMELDINGYEN, following up the attack launched
the previcus night by "I" Company, continued their attasck
on SIEGFRIED pillbex defenses. Small arms, mortar and
artillery fire from well dug=-in positions near enemy held
pillboxes slowed down the forward progress of our troops.
Individual isclated pillboxes continued to offer atiff
resistance to our advance throughout the period.

— - I go Fm#1
FPield Message Number 1, ﬁaadquarters, 80th Infantry
Divigion, issued at 1100, 15 February 1945, designated @p Fo43|
060C, 16 February 1945 as H-Hour and D=-Day for implemen-
tation of Field Order Number 31. This designation was
cancelled later in the day.
e Fig
On the 16 Pebruary 1945, the 317th Infantry on the
Division right flank meintained positicns in BOLLENDORP
and to the north of the towan. The lst and 34 Bns remained
in assembly areas ncrth and northwest of BULLENLURF.
Positions were improved and patrols sent to the north and
northeast. 24 Bn elements maintained positions viecinity
HILL 385 north of BOLLENDORF, while other elements, con-
tinuing their drive north along the wooded high ground on
either side of the main BWL#JYLuRJ-HJHﬁ&Uﬁ ROAD, cleared
the area as they advanced and seized the town of SCHVAR-
ZENBRUCH. By midnignt, Battalion troops had advanced to
the high ground two kllumeters southwest of CRUCHTEN and
astride the BCLLENDURP-NUSEBAUM RCOAD.

% B8 -



The lst Bn 318th Infantry maintained defensive
positions vieinity HILL 380 (P-994428), while 24 Bn
units continued to improve defensive positions vicinity
of BIESDORF. The 34 Bn units cleared enemy forces from
the ares north of HUNNENKUPP HILL. Enemy pillboxes in
this ares were reduced and hostile troops, continuing
their attempts t0 infiltrate the high ground south of
CRUCHTEN (P=-9845), were destroyed.

The 1lst and 2d Bns 319th Infantry continued to occupy
defencive positions %o the north of WALLENDORF and vieinity
of AMUELDINGEN throughcut the day. The 3d Bn continued
to knock out pillboxes in it's sector ncrtheast of AMUNEIL-
DINGEK., The pillboxes in the ares& were connected by
communicating trenches and strongly supported by enemy
mortar and artillery fire. Offensive operations continued
throughout the day against heavy enemy resistance. During
the night, the 24 Bn relieved the 34 Bn in position, the
3d Battelion then moved to assembly vieinity WALLENDURE
(F-9642) and MOESTRUFF (P-9241).

The 51st Armored Infantry Ba continued to maintain Slsr4/4
defensive positions to the left of the 319th Infantry on
the Division left flank,
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SECTION IV
THE ADVANGT TO THE PRUNM RIVER
1N Feb

Phe lst and 28 Bns 317th Infantry maintained previously
held positions northwest and ncrth of BOLLENDORF respectively.
2d Bn units, deploying east from the high grouad vicinity
of road junction (P=995445), by 2400, 17 Pebruary 1945,
had cleared the area, captured the town of RCHRPACH and
the bridge at (P=005445).

At 0900, 17 FTebruary 1945, Pleld lessage Number 1, gohﬁnM%H'
Headguartsers, 80th Infantry Division, was issued, which
announced D-Day and H-Hour, specified in Pleld Order Number
3Xy as 0600, 18 Pebruary 1945. Pield Order Humber 31
provided for the resumption of the atlack to the.northeast
at H-Hour and D-Day.

The 1lst and 24 Bas 318th  Infantry, vieinity HILL 350
(P-994428) snd BIESDOR? respectively, spent the period
improving defensive positions end making greparations for
the attack which Was te“"begin at 0600 the moraing of "thHe"
¥8th. The 3d Bn completed mopping up HUSKRENXKCEF HITL
and the general ares south of CRUCHTEN., Battalion units,
with supporting tenks and tank destroyers, had reduced
considerable enemy-artillery and pillboxes in the course
of the past few days operations,

The lst Bn 319th Infantry consclidated positions on
the high ground north of WALLEFDCRF. Vigorous patrolling
was maintained to the Battalion front throughout the period.
The 2d and 3d Rns remained in position cn the high ground
gsouth of NIEDERSGLEGTN and in assenbly areas viecinity
WALLZNDCRF and MOESTROPF respectively. Plans and prepara-
tions for the impending morning attack at 0600, 18 February
1945, were parfected. At 1715, the 3d Ban commernced relief
of the 24 Bn and closed intc positions by 2100. The 2d
Bn moved t0 an assembly ares scuth of AVMUELDINGEN where
they closed by 2200. [ The BOth Cavalry Recoinnalssance
Trogp began relief of the 5lst Armored Infantry Bn during
the night and was attached to the 319th Infantry following
relief of the unit. The 5lst Armored Infantry Bn in turn g,r#w

reverted to control of the 4th Armored Division upon AL cana
completion of the relief.
¥ Fes

On 18 Pebruary 1945, the 317th Infantiry continued to
attack north in the direction of NUSBAUM after units of
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the 24 Bn had cleared the town of RUHRBACH the previcus
periocd. The 28 Bn, from positions in the vieinity cf
RUHRPACH, continued its attack to the northeast at 0600
to take the town of STCCKGIT against scattered resistance.
By nightfall, the nigh ground scuth of NUSBEAUV was reached
and occupied. The 3d Bn, in support of the 24 En drive
on NUSBAUM, moved out at 0720 frum positions north of
BULLENDURF, and were clearing the enemy from the woods
nortneast of STUCKGIT by 2200. Thne 1lst Bn, in Regimental
Reserve, moved from its assembly area nortahwest of BULLEN~
= DURF to the vieinity of (P-002438), south of ROHRBACH,
| This move was completed by nightfall.
The 2d Bn 318th Infentry Jjumped off at 0600 from
: positicns in the vicinity of BIECDULRF wnd by 0800 occupied
the high ground northnwest of CRUCHTER. The remainder of
the period was devoted toc clearing the srea of enemy troops.
The 34 Bn likewise began it's attack at 0600 from pusitions
a gsoutheast of CRUCH y, CRUCTTHEN was seized and the attack
continued to HLWUERDINGEN sgainst strong enemy resistance
and well smplaced anti-tank defenseR. %owara the clLose
of the period, the 3d Ba tock up positions in Regimental
| Reserve in CHUCHTEN. The lst Bn moved from its location
| in the vicinity of HILL 380 (southeast of CRUCHTIIN) to
an assembly area 8t BIE3L_RF.

Phe lst En 319th Infantry, during the morning of 18
February 1945, continued to occupy defensive positions
on the hign groand north of WALLEJDURP. Elements of this
Battalion engaged in clearing the valley northwest of
WALLEJZDLR? during the afterncon. The 24 Bn moved from
the vicinity of AVUELDINGIN and crussed to the east side
of the GAY RIVEE, assembling in the vicinity of (P-961426),
south of RIBSDURF. In preparation for the attack towards
WITDELSERGEN (95460), the Battalion shifted to the vicinity
of RIZSDCORT and closed there by 1900. The 34 Bn countinued
to maintain defensive positicns on the high ground svuth
of N1ZD2RIGLGEN. The 80th Cavalry Recunnaissance Trocop, b
attached t¢ the 319th Infantry, by 1200 hed complsted the|5k’d(
relief of the 5lst Armored Infantry Bn vicinity of EUUTEL ﬂﬁhgﬁgjc
on the west bank c¢f the CUR RIVER. ‘ emp

i

The lst Bn 317th Infantry remained in Regimental
Reserve st (P-002438), south of RCHRBACH, until 2045.
The Rattalion then moved into RUIRBACH, closing there
at 215C. :
19 F<p
At 0530 on the moraning of the 19th, 2d Bn 317th
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Infantry resumed the atteck to the north and captured the
towns of NUSPAUM, FREILINGERHCHE, and FREILINGEN.

The 34 Bn 317th Infantry, attacking on the right
flank of the 24 Bn, cleared the woods northeast of RCHRBACH
and reached the west bank of the ENZ RIVER.,

The lst Bn 318th Infaniry Jjumped off from BIESDORF
in the early hours of the 19th and passing through the
3d Bn at CRUCHTEN, seized the town of HOMMERDINGEHN. The
Battalion consolidated positions and prepared for a night
attack to begin after 0001, 20 Pebruary 1945.

The 2d Bn 318th Infantry, from positions northwest
of CRUCHTEN, at (0425, 19 February 1945, attacked north of
HUMMERDINGEN tc seize the high ground beyond the town.
The objective was reasched at 0730 and at the close of the
day, it had been cleared of the enemy.

'~ The 34 Bn 318th Infaniry, in Regimental Reserve at
CRUCHTEN, was reorganizing and equipping in prepsration
for resumption of the sttack on the 20 February 1945.

. The lst Ban 319th Infantry continued to clear the
ralleyrbetwoen NIEDERSGEGEN and WALLENDORF and moved to
an assembly ares vicinity (P-960449), southeast of NIEDER-
SGEGEN.

At 0800, the 24 Bn 319th Infantry, passing through the
left flank of the 24 Bn 318th Infantry, jumped off for an
attack northwest towards NIEDERSGEGEN. After seizing the
high ground northeast of NIEDERSGLGEN, the Battalion
shifted southwest tc attack the town from the rear. By
lgts afterncon, NIEDERSGEGEN had been tasken and completely
cleared.

The 53d Armored Infantry Bn was attached to the 319th 5w Aid
Infantry on 19 February 1945 for relief of the 3d Bn 319th AP P
Infantry. Beginning at 1620, elements of the 534 Armored 219"
Infantry Bn moved %o positions in vieinity AMMELDINGEN,
closing completely by 2145. Upon relief, the %d Bn moved
to WALLENDORF.

The 80th Cavalry Reconnaissasnce Troop wes relieved 9o“xbd
from attachment to the 319th Infantry and under Division
control, continued to occcupy positions on the west bank
of the CUUR RIVER near BETTEL.



20 b
On 20 Februsry 1945, the lst Bn 317in Infantry moved
from ROHRBACH to an assembly area south of ENZEN where
the Rattalion prepared for continuation of the attack to
the north,

The 2d Bn 317th Infaniry, advancing north from
NUSRAUL, FREILLINGERHUHE, and FREILENGEN, captured the
day before, seized HILL 407 (£-95489) which dominating
the highground north of FREILINGENR.

The 33 Bn 317th Infantry seized a bridge across the
BNZ RIVER in the vicinity of ENZEN, ercssed the river and
captured ENZEN.

The lst and 24 Bns 318th Infentry continued the
attack throaﬁh the area north and northweat Df H-ZEBRBIﬁGJl

ntb poér ons suitable for attack of the hign ground
senthwestd of VETTENDORF (P-9951) which was tm largest
town: and key r@ﬁ center of the aresa.

The 34 Bn 318th Infaniry moved north t¢ HOMMERDINGEN
from CRUCHTER and dttaoﬁad nurthwe&t toward HUTTINGEN
(P-9639490). ress was made against strong resist-
ance from ene ménu guns and small ‘nrﬂtnl*'ﬁﬁi;ﬁ"

At 1130, 20 February 1945, the lst Bn 319th Infantry
attacked to seize VBJJSGJGEH (F~9349) and the high ground
extending from the town southwest to the CUUR RIVER thus
isclating ‘a two ant one-half milee coccupied portion of
the CIEGFRIED LIRE.

The 2d Bn 319th Infantry continued ite attack to the
northwest and captured SIENERICH (P-9447) and KORPERICE
(F~9448), while the 3d Bn, in preparation for attacks
ggainst the town of LAAR (P-9650), moved north to the
vieinity of HUTTINGEN (P-9749).

The lst and 34 Bns 317th launched a ccordinated
attack agalnst the high ground west of NIEHL (I1-0151),
but only advanced to positions southwest of STEPFESHCP
(1-0150). The 24 Bn continued to cceupy the high ground
north of NUUBAUM and mopped up the forward slopas of HILL
49? (P“"995489) to the ENZ RIVER.

Attacking northeast, the lst Bn 318th Infantry
gained the high ground 500 yards west of WETTENDORF



(P=-9951) and the town of HUTPINGEN (P-9648) and occupied
defensive positions in Regimental Reserve. The 3d Bn
attacked north toward NIEDERGECKLER (P=-9753) againet
light opposition. By night, Battalion elements were
aspproximately 1500 yarde south of the town and ocoupying
strategio bdga ground overlooking the town.

;. i

g 21 Fep
During early morning of 21 Pebruary 1945, the lst
Ba 319th Infantry seized the town of ROTH (P-9148) on
the QUR RIVER, thus completing the encirclement of the
isolated pocket of the SIEGFRIED LINE.

At 1500, the 24 Bn 319th Infantry moved cut for an
atteck on GZICHLINGEN (P=-9451). By nightfall, the Batta-
lion had entered the town and wae mopping up in preparation
for the advance towards CBERGECKLER (P=9653).

e 2
The 53d Armored Infantry gg?ncv-&sd north at 0600 to 55 Qlﬁ
mop up reslstance in the encircled portion of the SIEG=
PRIED LINE from AMMBLDINGEN (P~9344) to RCTH (P=9148) and
to relieve elements of the 319th Infantry in that area. qaahD

Upon attachment of Combat Command “B", 4th Armored Gg?
Division to the 80th Infantry Division, the 53d Armored 440
Infantry Bn wee relisved .from attachment t¢ the 319th 53 314
Infantry. 1ts positions were taken cver by the 80th {m»
Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop. Combat Command "B®, in
preparation for an attack to the northeast, began movement
t0 an assembly area in the viecinity of GRICHLINGEN (P=9451).

The lst Bn 317th Infantry remained in defensive
positions nurth of ENZEN until 2345, at which time it was 2dﬂﬂykﬁ0/
relieved by the 24 Infantry, 5th Infantry Division. As
Regimental Reserve, the Batitalion then moved to NUSPBAUM
(I=0047). The 2d Bn completed mopping up enemy on the
high ‘ground aorth of FREILINGEN (P-9947) and west of the
ENZ RIVER valley, northeast of ENZEN and occupied positions
blocking hostile approaches to ENZEN from METPUNDORP.

The lst Bn 318th Infantry improved it's positions
on the high ground on the bank of the ENZ RIVER overlooking
HETITENDURF. The 2d and 34 Bns attacked to the north and
encountered dedermined resistance in the woods south of
SINSPELT (P-9853) and NIEDERGECKLER (P-9753).

The lst Bn 319th Infantry maintained defensive
positiocns in vicinity RUTH (P-9148) and UBERSGEGEN (P-9349)



i

during the morning, moving at 1100 %o occupy GEICHLINGEN
(P-9451) in Regimental Reserve. At 0510, 22 February
1945, the 2d Bn began an attack on OBERGECKLER (P-9653)
and by 1000 had captured the town. The 3d En engiied in

clearingﬂthg ‘qgga running porta fro 5

‘peint i md wi
Junction (963526) ‘ rin
aﬁ}tﬁﬂ&h

). Ospturing the Road Juntion and &n  (p 4
bridge imtec =357 . Lh€ De ta ion remained
in position to hold tne gruuno ﬁ,amed until passed through 4M)W
by Combat Commend "B" of 4th Armored Divisicn. Combat
Commend "B" closed into an assembly area in vxcinity
GEICHLINGEN (P-9451) during the afterncon and compl:ted
preparations for an attack 1o the east.
23wy

On 23 Pebruary 1945, the lst Ba 317th Iafantry re-
meined in Regimental Heserve in the vicinity of NUSBAUW
(L=0047), while 24 and 3d Bns maintained defensive pogi-
tions wesl and east of the ENZ RIVER.

Phe 318th Infantry, on 23 February 1945, remained in
defensive positions, mopped up isvlated pockeils in sur~
rounding woods of the high ground area west of WOITENDURP
(P=9950) and awaited results of cperations by Combat
Qommand "B" to secure a bridgehead across the EWZ RIVER.

The 18t Bn 319th Ianfantry continued to maintain
defensive postions in vieinity of GEICHLINGEN (P-9451),
while Battalion elements patroclled to the north of the
town to deterwine ememy positions. The 2d Ban, after &
fierce fight with enemy infantry snd arwor on’ the ﬁauth
edgetof the town, completed clearing LILRGLCLLER (P-9653).
The 34 Ba ccntinued tc hold defensive positions north ¢f
LAHR (P-9650).

Combat Command "B", 4fh Armored Division passed QeRrR 4YMAp
through 3d Ba 318th Infantry during the sarly morning
hours of 2 February 1945 and began its attack 10 selze
erogeings ¢f the ENZ RIVER im tThe v1cinity of SINGSPELT
(P—QBB}% Overcoming strong enemy resistance at Crouss
Road (P=969532), junction of GRICHLINGEN-NIEDZRGLCXLER
and LETTECNDURF-OBERGECKLER romde, the town of NIEDERGECKLER
(P~-9753) was taken and thewbmgdge over the ENZ RIVER
captured intact.

2y F¢B

On 24 February 1945, the lst Bn 317th Infantry moved

from vicinity NUESBAUM &t 1030 to effect the relief cf
elements of the lst Bn 518th Infaniry occupying positions
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on the high ground west of METTENDORF (P-9950). The 24
Bn remained defensive on the high ground west of the

: ENZ RIVER below WETTENDURF and the 3d Bn continued to
g meintain defensive positions northwest of ENZEN. Rate
talion elements patrolled towards METTLNDORF and to the
northeast.

The lst Bn 318th Infantry, upcn relief by 1lst ®Bn
217th Infantry, moved to an assembly ares at HUTTIVGERN
(P-9648). The 24 and 34 Bne engsged in clearing =zll
- remaining enemy from the ares between SINSPELD TE-9853)
and METTERDORF (P=9950) slong the west bank of the BHZ
1?11 ?ELR& '

Defensive positions were maintained by the lst Bn
319th Infantry in vieinity of GBICHLINGEN (P-9451), with
elements patrolling north and northeast. The 24 Bn seized
the high ground north of ORERGECYLER (P-9653) and completed
clearing the ensmy in that area, while Battalion elements 9¢5w5wﬁ
religved units of Combat Command "B" which were guarding 4@$ﬁﬁh;u
the BINSPELT bridge across the BNZ RIVAR. Outposts of the
24 Bn, above CBRRGECKLER, contacted elements of the 6th thﬂb"
Armored Division of VIII CQorps engeged in completing V“'
encirclement of the SIEGPRIED LINE in the VIII Corps Zone.

The 34 Bn remained in defensive positions in viecinity
north of LAHR (P-9650).

Combat Coumand "B", exploiting the SINEPEIT bridge- nhD
head (P-9853), drove northeast aend east to scize the b ea
towns of OUTSCHEID (L-0156) and BRININGEN (L-0153). By dagbopg@'
nightfall the towns were taken and the surrcanding high & ﬁ“ur”
ground orgeniszed. At 2400, Combat Command "B" was relessed
from attachment to the 80th Infantry Division and reverted
to control of the 4th Armored Division.

J 25 FLd

Daring the early morning of 25 Pebruary 1945, elements
of the let Bn 317tk Infantry entered VETTENDORF and cleared
eneny resistance from the north half of the town., Upon
relief by elements of 24 Ba 318th Infentry, the Battalion
moved from viecinity of METTHHDORFP to effect relief of
elements of Combat Command "B* in viecinity of BRIVIEGEE
(1-0153). The 2d and %4 Pas mainteined their respective
positions on the high ground southwest of METTENDURF and
the srea northwest of ENZEN,

The 1lst Bn 318th Infantry moved from HUITINGAN _
(P=9648) to effect relief of the 34 Bn in positions northwest
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of METTENDORF. PFollowing it's relief, this Battalion in
turn relieved the 24 Ba in adjacent areas northwest of
METTRDORF. The 24 Bn then moved to vieinity (P-970510),
aortheast of LAHR (P-~9650), in Regimental Reserve.

The 1st Ban 319th Infentry moved northeast from vieinity
GRICHTLINGEN (P-9451) to mttack and seize NIEDERRADEN
(P-9954) and CBIRRAUVEN (P-9956). Other elements completed
clearing of CULSCHIBD (I~0156) taken the day before by
combat Command "B®, The 24& Bn moved northeast from vicinity
OPEROECHLER (P=9653) and assembled at OUTSCHEID (L-0156)
in Regimental Reserve.

oving from the vieinity of LAHR (P-9650), the 3d
Bao 319th Iafantry advanced to successively take, against
light opposition, the towns of NIZDERWEIDINGEN (I~0257),
WIEDINGEN (L-0257) and ALTSCHIED (L-0358). By midnight,
Pattalion elements occupied the hign ground on the weat
bank of the PRUM RIVER overlooking ECTERSHAUSZN (I-0559).

26 Frb

During the early morning hours of the 26 February

1945, the lst Ba 317th Infantry jumped off from vieinity

BRININGEN (I-0153) end rapidly advanced against light DU

opposition to the west basnk of the PRUN RIVER. Battalion
elements, SFfter-erveseing the PRUN RIVEBR, took the towns
of WIERSDURP (L-0857) and BIERSDURF (L-0859). Winke

150 um Howitzers were captursd intaet. By nightfall,
other elementus had gained the high grcund at HILL 380,
(L-092592) where a small enemy counterattack was quickly
repelled. ;

The 2d Bn 317th Infantry moved east from vicinity
METTENDORF (P=-9950) and advanced to OBERWIIS (I-0552)
on the PRUM RIVER. After clearing the town, the Battalion
moved northwest to an assgenbly ares at WISSUANSDURE
(1=0775) and outposted the high ground to the sast.

The 3d Bn %17th Infantry moved from vicinity north-
west of BHZEN (L-0147) and seized the towns of NIEHL
(L-0151) and HIJBL (L-0252). Turning east, the Batialion
advanced rapidly to occupy the high ground northwest of
IERMESDURT (1~0756), in the vicinity of KGBSBUSCH (L-0656).

The 313th Infantry, in Divisicn Reaserve, remained

in position northwest of MELIENDURP. Preparations were
made for a movement to the east.
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Continuing the attack northesst, the lst Ban 319th
Infantry captured the towns of PHILLIPSWEILER (1-0362) and
MANTEL (I-0%64) and in the course of these cperations,
cleared the enemy from the west-bank of the PRUMRIVIR
within it's zone of advence. The 2d Bn, Regimentsl Reserve,
remained in an assembly area at OUTSCHEID (1-0156). The ,
3d Bn continued to occupy the high ground We#¥.of the Prow
PRUY RIVER near NCTERIHAUSEN (1-0559), while Battalion
elementes ¢leared that town of the enemy.

A1 Py

On 27 Pebruary 1945, the lst Bn 317th Iafantiry con-
golidated positions on the high ground northesst of DIERS-
DORF {1-0859) and seized the town of LIRSSEN (1059), while
Bettalion elements patrolled to the north entering the
town of NIEDRUSWEILER (I-0760)., The 24 Bn rexained in the
assembly aree at WISSUARNSDORF (I~0755), while the 34 Bn
continued to occupy the high ground between KOSSPUSCH
(1-0656) and HERMESDOR® (L~0756).

The 318th Infantry remsined in Divisicn Reserve in
the vicinity of METTENLDORF.

A1l three Battslions of the 319th Infantry remained )
assembled in their respective positions, while eleungnts PR“W
of each Battalionm eompleted clearing the westubans of the
PRUY RIVER from WANEL (L=0364) to HAuM (L-0558).

The towns of NEIDSRWEILER (I=-0T760) and OBEIRWSILER
(L=0761) were seized by the 1lst Ba 317th Infantry on
28 Pebruary 1945, The 24 Bn moved norih through the lst |
Bn and captured the high ground west of SCHLEID (1-1063),
while elements of the 3d Bn asssembled in Regimental Reserve
in the area bounded by WIBRSDURF (I-0857), BIERSDORP
{1-0858) and LIRSSEN (I~-1059).

\ 2Y Feb

On 28 Pebruary 1945, the 318th Infantry, in Division
Reserve, continued to occupy its assembly area in the
vicinity of VETTENDORP. Battslions devieted this perlod
to training of reinforcecents.

The %19th Infantry remsined in position with Battalions
utilizing this static pericd for rehebilitation, re-squipping
and traioing.
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daily disinbergaticn of the (erman Army whose soldiers

generally surrendered after token resisiance., Other

evidence 0f German deterioration was revesled in the

progess of cannibalization through which divisions,

readered undersirengih by battle lossees or deserticns,

took over and mbsorbed other units of whicn only small

repnants remalned. 23 ppvd

(R
Attached to the Division for direct support were the 9"'19
following organizations: 6334 AAA (A¥W) Bn, 8l11lth Tank 102
Degtroyer Bn, and 7024 Tank ¥n. '

Daring this month, Division Artillery fired & tctal wb0:
of 60y 939 rounds against tile ensmy. tanks of the 7U2dl8 RREL 17-34Y
Tank In, newly equipped wilh 60 barrel T-34 Roeket o oeked lasnd
Leunchers firing 4.2 inch rockets singly or sixiy ruckets 4),1." Qoo
@#imultaneously, dperated under Division Artillery fire
eontrol. In this connection, it is interesting to note,
that German oificers tasxen priscner during the period
stated they marvelled st the accursey of the Divieion
Artillery fire and the close coordinstion between the
Artillery, Tanks and Infantry elements. They stated
specifically that the effect of our rockets, combined
with Tank and Infantry attack, was imocssitle to coupe
with and that the fire power of var Infantry Combat

.

was beyond all proportions to anythning enccuntered in
8ix years of war.,

Enemy merial activity was extremely light during
the munth. [Boemy tenks and self-propelled guns were
generwglly used as staticoery ertillery, or immobilized
by lack of gasoline. Gonsiderable amounts of enexy
material were overrun end captured; forty-seven enemy
tanks were destiroyed. The attempts to cefend the shsttered
SIEGFRIBD LINE were nullified and 4091 priscners ilaxen.
The gap thus created in the enemy lines by the BUth
Infantry Division was exploited by the 4th Armored Division
ocn the historic dash to the RHINE.
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