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SECTION I
DISEMBARKMENT AND MOVEMENT
TO PORWARD ASSEMBLY AREA
Brevy s

Poasnt

: On 1 Avgust 1944, the 80th Infantry Division was in 54930
Englaad. The men possessed the highest morale and were

ready to test in combal that which they had learned in

many months of patient training. They were desirous of
upholding the reputation of, "the 80th only moves forward"®,
earned by the Division's gallant service in World War I.

The renowned COPFRA operations, designed to effect
a bresktarough near ST. L0, went into effect on 25 July
1944, at which time the First United States Army had
cpptured the entire area of the COTENTIN PENNSULA. By
1 sugust 1944 the attack of the First United States Army
had developed into & major breakthrough. Elements of the
VII1 Corps, First United States Army had smashed out of
the CORTENTIN PuNfSULA, and were racing through AVRAN-
CHEZS, headed for the important Brittany téwn of RENNES.
Meanwhile, elements of the VIII Corps, First United States
Ar%y were also cutting south into & zone east of AVRAN-

- CHES.

Phe Third United States Army, commanded by General O
george S. Patton, Jr., became operational at 011200 A
August 1944. Because the VIII Corps had advanced 80 -
rapidly that it had become separated fron 3
elements of the Pirst United States Army, it was, as of
the 1 Augus 44, placed under the control of the Third A7
United States Army. 1In addition to the VIII Corps, the/
Third United States Army was composed of the XII, XV,
and the XX Corps. The XII Corps received and staged e
Third A units arriving on the continent. These units Lb
were move% I0 rear areas end prepared for combat missions.
The XV and XX Corps were in bivouac in the northern part -~
of the COTENTIN PENNISULA. They were assembling troops
and preparing to become operational.

S

At the beginning of August 1944, the 80th Infantry
e DUWNGRADED T0:
LASSIFICAT.UN REMOVED
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Division wase sttached while in England, to the XII Corps. jﬂii
Phis Corps was commanded by iajor General Walker. BEvery-

thing was set at the beginning of the month for the

Division to move to the continent and engage hostile

. forces.

On the 1 August 1944 the sdvance party of the 80th a0V
Infentry Division, inecluding = Medical Detachment, the
80th Military Police Platoon, Headgquarters Detachment,
and the Signal Company, assembled at the Marshalling Arsa,
v¥-1, Camp 7, SALISBURY, England, preparatory t0o embarking
for France. The advance party departed at 0840 by motor
) march for SOUTHHAMPTON. At 1440 the party was boarding
boatse The Channel crossing selected was approximately Y
eighty miles long. Disembariment was at a point east of '
CHERBOURG HARBOR, at 183 DUNES DE VILLA (UTAH BEACH) S
(V1-4598)., The advanced party began coming ashore at
1215 the anext days

7o facilitate an effiddient method for unloading

the Division shortly to arrive, the advence party set
up two teams. They were placed under the command of the
G-4 Section. The first team was known as the Traffic
tontrol Team, and was charged with the task of controlling
and zuiding the Division into the allocated concentraticn
areas, and was to be composed of members of the 80th v’
Wilitary Police Platoon., The second teanm set up was the

* Peach Lisison Team, charged with the responsibility of
the sctual beach traffic control, inecliading all beach
liaison work, and the handling of the Division's impedi-

ment. It was made up of members of the G-4 Section. ; nﬁ@
{ M\‘“‘S‘{"-‘
The main body of the 80th Infantry Division, . 3 éﬁ?
following the advance party, began to land on UTAH
BEACH at Transit Area "B" (VI-4598).  The channel crossing
was made on LST and Libverty Ship Transports which had
embsrked from the channel perts of SOUTHHAMPTON, PORTLAND
and vicinity. \
~ ' Disembarking at 1400 on the 5 Augubt 1944 was the 317th

Infantry, followed by the 318th Infant at 2000. Upon
arrival the various units were efficlently organiged into

-2-
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- seetiocns for a short motor wmarch of epproximstely twenty -g
three miles, to tactical bivouae areaes in the vicinities
of 3T GERMAAINZ DB VARREVILLE and COIGNY.

G

-
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Throughout the night, the Division continued to arrive. 5
At 010V the Divisional Artillery disembarked and movad i
to & bivouae aresa vieinity 8T, JOREBS, &t which place the T
Divisicn's Forwsrd Command Post was opened. The Divisional '
Artillery was followed by the 319th Infantry whieh also v
bivouaced in the vieinity, the 780th Ordinance Company,
and the S0th Cavalry Reconnsissance Troop wnich assembled
&t O CLURWALSE DE LANIER, and the 305th Engineer Combat
Ban waiich assembled in vicinity of 3T, JOREBS, /5™ Sw e corgny

The following day the 305th Medic:l Bn, Special Troops, LA™
the B80tn yuartermsstier Company, and the 702d Tank En,
which had veen sttached to the Division,disembarked and
Boved to FRETCUTs PretoT 0.5 wi W Coicn

1

Irmediately upon entering the bivouae areas, the men g
were busied witn general shskedowns, cleaning and adjusting 3
equipment, and zezlously preparing themselves for that
whicih was shortly tc come. But at the sawme time the men
contributed to the general improvement of the tactieal
bivouac arefs. :

TR (N G

While the 80th Infantry Division had been staging K)%“gj/
in Prance, the rapidity and strength of the breakthrough
&t AVHEAUCHES by the Third United States Army's newly T
assigned VIII Corps, and the success ¢f the attack on the /Vﬁl»
BRITTANY r8NISULA, had temporarily tarown the Germans on ~
this front into utter confusion. The enemy at this time
had committed approximetely forty five Divisions on the JCRMEL
NORMANDY front and had managed to build up a mobile reserve i
of five punzer @divisions. This reserve together with the N
remnants of the units swept aside st AVRAICIHES, as socon as JE
they could mustak enough strength, counterattack on the ’
6 August 1944 frog MCRLIN, in a desperate effort to cut .
the Third United States Army's rather wesk supply line in i
- the vielnity of AVRANCHES, and sepsrate a potent portion ' i
of the Thnird United Statés Army from the remainder of the =
Allied Forces, : ‘
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- On the afternoon of 8 Augnst 1944, Coumbat Eﬁﬂm’al?“flﬁiﬁfm* 1
had deft.its.blvoune arees and’ sdvanced.on the left.im.i Ol ramss
the Divisionsl Zone. -after a forty mile trip Ak cloged . .howd®

in at PAIN. D! VAINE st 1735)end moved out on £00% at 2144 pupvar,

A
R o

_towards LE LANS. At the ehose of the -period, it was '
advancing toward CONLIE and LE MANS. ‘

Combgt Team 318 had moved from the vieinity of 87
JORES and after a wmotor march of approximately fifty
geven miles, arrived in the vicinity of 87 HILAIRE DU
HARCOURT at 1300. The Combat Team remainkd here until
2120. While in this area the trocps were w er fire for
g. Like- g |
ken here. X 8

the first time whi
wise the_Divieion'a,,ﬁ

. The Combat Team 319 was left behind to cutpost the i
staging and bivouseing zone of the Division. , g 1

XX &
During the period, the 30th Infantry Division was Ay ¥ T
assigned to the XV Corps from the XX Torps. 2 = "

b‘l h.“; ('\ : "..
) day- in the 80th Infantry Division's Pield szg?’ e
Jrdep: » the Division was directed to continue the _ |
advance. Hlements of the XV Corps had reached the vielnity

of LE MANS, and were advaneing rapidly to the north, In o

the XV Corps' zone only scattered enemy resistance was LeLmn?
reported. This w mostly from remnsnts of the eneny's G S5 Pz b/

AT 5

9th 88 Panger end T08th Infantry Divisions, and was coning 7 onep) |
T mainly from the aress west of the LAVAL=LE=-MANS highway ] :
, i
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and east of the BAZOURGERS-IAYENNE road. Without delay
Combat Teszms 317 and 318 were to advance and seize KVRON

and STE SUZANNE respectively. Combat Team 319 was to
continue 1ts present mission and give particular attention

to the nortn and sast, and act as part of the Division's //
reserve. 1In effect the Division was to be committed from
LAVAL eastward to LE MANS, to strengthen the main Allied i
supply line to LE WMANS which was very vulnerable to 5
enemy attack. 13

, Combat Team 317 had completed its eignt mile foot march il
| during the dark hours of the Worning of 9 August 1944 5
3 without opposition and aasembEed south of AVRON to prepare 1
i for an attack. A% 0800, with the 3d Bn on the left, +
and 1lst Pn on the right, snd the 2d Bn bringing up the F
rear as the reserve, the Combat Team moved out in attackipg, i
echelon to take EVRON. In two hours the town had been :
captured and the high growad northeast of the town had
been taken.

Combat Team 317 then was directed by Divisidnal Cao¥z
~ Pield Order Number 3 tov be prepared to advsnce and seize
GONLIE.

i
&
oL,

M

The 34 Bn of Combat Team 317 was 1left behind to hold msTﬂ&ﬁi;
the high groand seized, and to patrol the town of BEVRCY, vﬂﬁf;,ﬁa;
while the remsinder of the Combat Team advanced toward ":;J Fou GRS
CONLIE. The force proceeded twenty seven miles by truck auzﬂmff;mﬁf
to BENAY., The route was via LA CHAPPELE, RAINSOIN, VAIGMS,LNmuxme
CHASSILLE, to the detrucking area vicinity PENAY. The men °M”:::
deployad for the attack on CUNLIE and by 2000 the town was opvg 1+
8eized and occupied. Thse tired troops reorganized and “z‘%9$ > B

prepared to continue the attsek in the moraing. *

Combat Team 318 continued its seventy mile motor
march toward VAIGZIS closing there at 091030 August 1944.
At 1915 the same night, it continued its advance o a
final essenbly area in the vicinity a half mile northeast of
CEAMNJS.\grriving there at 0330 the next day. It immediate-
ly made p aparations to asaault a”? 3 J? B During thie

— preparsad to 1mued1ately movemaﬂaxust aIL’“ LE GUILLAUME.

Combat Team 319 was directed to assemble in place and

- 8S
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be prepared to move immediately forward on orders, as the
Divisional Reserve.

g _On the 10 August 1944 the 80th Infantry Division was /fﬁlf

. While ®C* Company of Combat Team 317 was left to hold
CONLIE, the remainder of the Combat Team proceeded at
100800 August 1944 by foot fifteen miles 1o the vicinity
of SILLE LE GUILLAUME end upon errival in the vielnity,
proceeded to deploy for an attack the following day.

At 0900 Combat Team 318 started on the inlitial mission
of taking STE SUZANNE. The Combat Team began advancing in
2 column of Battalions, but after the 2d Bn had outposted
the final assembly area, (vidnity one half a mile northeast
CHAMMES), the 1st Bn passed through the 2d Bn, and was
closely tollowed by the 3d Bn. The 3d Bn was echeloned to
the rear left. Little resistance was encountered. By

~ 1018 the town was occupied by the 1lst Bn of the Combat Team.

At 1915 a new mission was given to the Combat Team
318. It was directed to continue the advance to SILLE LE
GUILLAUME., The lst Bn (reinforced) formed the advance
guard while the remainder of the Coumbat Team followed at
one thousend yard intervals in the advance on the new
objectives: Elements of Combat Team 317 were ordered sent
to relieve Combat Team 318 of the responsibility of becuring
STE SUZANKNE.

Arriving in the vieinity of VOUTRE at 1 the advance
guard of (Combst Team 318 ran intc s.@trong road b -

gh ground
Fas BB

—

: Combat Team 319 remained in position, alerted for v// G
.movement during the 10 August 1944. It was placed under *‘




the direct control of the XX Corps with an assignment to _
secure & bridgehead obtained by the XX Corps in the vioinity
of LE MANS, and keep the routes of communication open in -
that sector. This assignment was to separate Combat Team
319 from the remainder of the 80th Iinfantry Division for
several days.

-

On 11 August 1944 Combat Team 318, (less the lst Bn

- anG the Reglmental Intelligence and Reconnaisdance Platoon), it
were set to assault the area in the vicinity of SILLE 1B and b
GUILLAUME, This area had been holding up the 106th Cavalry -[0LCMW |
Regiment. It was decided to hhive it taken by the joint 3
efforts of Combat Teams 317 snd 318, The mission was
necessary to assist in 18 ‘
Third United States Army and
from LAVAL to LE ¥ANS open and

free Ifrom interference.
by noon, Coubat Team 517 had succeeded in oceuapying
the high ground southeast of SILLE L& GUILLAUME. The
resistance was slight, and the Combatl Team reorganized
and ccnsolldated if¥'s positicn in the area. : '

The 1st Bn and the Regimental Intelligence and v
Reconnaissance Platoon of Coambat Team 317 continued to \
secure 4VIUN and STE SUZANNE, after the Combat Team 318
wag relieved of the responsibility there.

~ Combat Team 318 arrived in the vieinity of SILL: LB
GULILLAULE at 110630 August 1944 and iumedintely deployed
for the attack. OScattered revistance was encountered in
the town and areas surrounding it. The 34 Ba remained in
town, while the lst and 24 Bns oceupied the high ground
north of the town. Vigorous patrolling to the north,
northeasst, and ncrthwest was initiated to maintain contact

with the fast retreating cnemP.

Combat Team 319 undertook its new XI Corps mission of
outposting LE MANS, safeguarding the vital installations TS
in the town, maintaining law and order, and maintaining ,ﬁQ&*
the routes of copmuanication in the vicinity used by the
XX Corps free and open., The Combat Teaw had teken off
grom its aaaembly‘araa &t 1225 end arrived at LE HANS at

345.

On the 12 August 1944 Combet Team 31T continued in
the mission it had wssumed ths day before, namely vigorously
patrolling in the vieinity of SILLE IE GUILLAUME. At 0900




#A" gompany of Combat Team 317 had enlered snd oc
SEGNIE, after which time, the Combst Team

 GUILLAUME to CCNLIE to SEGH

i

Combat Tesm 318 remained in SILLE LE GUILLAUUE and
vielnity during the day cafrying on patrolling in the
vieinity and preserving law and order. -




SECTION IIX
MOVEMENT NORTH TOWARD ARGENTAN B
\3 Ruy iy ) 04 2

400 August 1944 the B80th Infantry Division's 0#4-

: A 47 was issued, ;dirécting the Division, F -
ess Combat Team 319) 10 advance. northeast inthree columns

at 0800, and contact and destroy any hostile forces in

the zone of advance. The columns were to esimblish contact

with any of the armored elements of the EV'UBFEE when

those elements ecrossed the Division's front.

At 130

Combat Team 318 had assembled in the vieinity of -
ROUEZ and took off on time for fulfilling the reguired
mission as set forth in the Field Order. The Combat Team
advanced against scattered resistance to a position north
of ALENCON where it bivouaced for the night.

Combat Team 317 also moved in the designated zone
of advance. It was able to advance against slight re-
sistance through VILLAINES $o positions south of LA LACELLE
where 1t bivouaced for the night.

2 i87 were sncountered by all th: sdvancing
elements. ontact with elements of the 2d French Armored
Division was established south of CARNOUGES.

The Combat Team 319 continued its mission at LE MANS.

The orders of the 80th Infantry Division were changed.
The Division (less Combat Tesm 319) was directed to assemble
in the concentration arcas EVHON, WEAWL, LES BOUILLONS. and
ST GEXMES LE ROBERT.

The 24 Ban of Combat Team 317 and the 80th Cavalry
Recohnaissance (Troop were directed to prscede the columns
and wipe out a?y enemy in the viecinity of the concentrg=
tion aress. :

Combat Team 317 had concentrated at PKE EN PAIL. The
advance guard of the Division had taken off at 0730,
14 August 1944,%0 reconngi oute of approsch and
the new Se

3
e

nad n
friendly engineer trcops. ik £
hindered the advance. * The newly designated Divisionsl

ing Geruans after they




tlncmbly i:.a bounded by BIAS, GRAZAY, AIROI. MDULA!

WMONTSURE, NEAU, AND EVRON, an area approximately ten ulloi ,
long snd fifteen miles wide, was suecessfully reconnoitered.
This area was mostily fiat but wooded. L

At 1631 the remainder of the Combat Team 317 dbegan to
move by foot and by shuttles to the new area. At the
close of the period it was still on the road.

Combat Téam 318 was also on the move to assemble
in the vicinity of EVRUN. L —

gombat Tesm .319, still under tle control of tmm
Corps, was alerted to prepare for movement from LE ' ANS
to ANGERS to relieve the 2d Infantry of the 5th infantry
Division.

L

On the 15 August 1944, at 0700, Combat Team 317 closed
into the assembly area in tae vieinlity of DEUX EVAILLES.
Immediately it reorganiyed and took steps to correct any
deficiencies that were observed after the first combat mission.

Combat Team 318 closed into an area one mile north
of EVRON and engaged in similiar activities to those of : : :
Combat Team 317. - -
On orders of the XEjCorps, Combat Team 319 entrucked
from L: " ANS to msssume its new mission at ANGERS. It
completed the fifty eight mile trip via ARNAGE, GUECELARD,
FOULLETOURT, CLERMONT ORENNS, LA FLECHE, BAZCUGES, DURTAL,
S8BICHES, to ANGERS and nlosinb shortly vefore the close
of the periods It immediately made preparations to relieve
the 24 Iufantry.

"I" Company of the 319th Infantry had been detached oo
from the Cumbaet Teem to asgume the amission of safeguarding ]“
the Coummand xogt of the FEdCorps.

Until 17 Aagast 1944 Coaxbat Teams 317 snd 318 remained
in their radpective avceunbly areas and ecntinued rehabilie
tating.
Bwovl
On the 16 kugust 1944, Combat Teaw 319 at AUGIRS rewp $63
lisvad t‘u 2& Infantry &au vatposted the town ang the i
- g ' sp ppriicular attention to the 53L}

¢ " [BERIVANY "I" Company of the 3XPth Kﬂ‘"
Infantry contanxed ita misslisn of giviag security to the w|*




e

XX Corps' Command Post. Combat Team 312 (less "In Gompaay);ﬂiﬂij
on assuming this new mission, was placed under the control ’}hf
of the WIII Corps.

o . #of the 801th Infantry Divieion i :
was reclieved on the 16 August 1944 directing the Division, Fb f{ i
less Combat Team 318, to sssemble in & concentration area N
vicinity BROU, CHATLAUDON, COURTELAIN in the Third United go -3

States Army's reserve. The time for movemem® Wa8 never
received and the Division's mission was changed,

" See Bicacicitie Omm, VoD WWIT pore. 527 ow 0 70 ¥s”
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SECTION IV

BATTLE CF ARGENTAN-FALAISE GAR © .~

S e S

Field Hesdage Number'l of the 80th Infantry Division Fm“‘
shanged the eoncentratien area set down in Field Order
Number 5 to @ march bivoumc in the vicihity of ALENCON.
_'________,_.,,___——-——'—'7

Wotl Del

Biel&iorder NumbePr 6] iscued at 171800 August 1944 "
by thc 8th Infantry Division, ordered the Division (less i
Combat Team 319) to attack at 180800 Auguat 1944 and seize
the high ground (HILL 213) north of ARGENTAN.  The order.
was issued in compliance with & dirsctive from Yajor General
Gerow' sgfMcorps of the J g, Lo which
the 80th Infantry Divis
attached as of that date. The ultimate objective was
for the 80th Infantry Division, in conjunciion with other
forces, to seize ARGENTAN and participate in the closing
of the ARGEUTAN-TALAISE GAP, and by s0 doing, to deatroy
the entire Germsn Seventh Arny.

In compliarce with ?'”'-a" dor’ Number 5S¢ =s changed bW gm‘".h e
.the subseguent Fiedl lessage Number 1, and Fieal Order FO “‘Njo 5
Number 6, Combat Team 318 was on the move commencing at v

0420, 17 pugust 1944, At 0945, it had closed into an
- agsenbly ares in the vicinity of MORTEE, and from there it

" .moved at 1800 for the jump off positions, vicinity AUNGM
LE FAUCON., It closed into these positions &t 2210 for the
sttack on ARGLNTAN the fallowinT‘da_ red to f :
the important link I ain of armored might encircling
the large number of enemy in the FALAISE trap and ready $o
meet Germens fighting desperately to save remnants of the
gelite Tih German Army.

At 171700 August 1944 Combat Team 317 started movement
from vicini$y DEUX LBVAILLES to sn area viecinity of ARGENTAN,
reaching there at 2200. The Combat Team was to serve as
the Divisional reserve, :

: R

fhe Combat Team 319 eontinued its m.ssion on the ff;f”
17 August 1944 at AWNGERS. At 1600 in a formsl ceremony,
the Commaending Officer of the Combat Team, Colonel Davidson ﬂ
presented a flag to the Mayor of ANGERS.
the Combat Tsam recsdived orders from the :
it would be relieved of its mission at ANGERS by Conbat
Team 329 of the 83d Infantry Divieion and thet upon
being relieved, it would immediately assemble

er in the day

i o




northeast of ANGERS .to await further orders. 1_11«
I Company of the 319th Infantry wes released by the '

XX Corps, but assumed a similier mission of aafeguardlng

the Command Post of the 80th Infantry Division, and cqmbatuf-f

Tean 319 did not gain control over the Compapy. 3 3m53q

Oa the 18 August 1944 Combat Team 318 was all seh to o¥L
axtabk APG TTANe . 2he orlglnal plan &8 set down in FIBld "
Jrdex @@ Bcalled for the Combat Team to attack north
in & column of Battalions, with the lst Bn in the lead
followed by the 2d @nd 3d Bns, When HILL 213 and the high
controlling ground northeast of the town were taken,

Combat Team 318 was to move southwest znd capture the town
itself, and if possible have elemenis prepared to continue av
the attack in the direction of TRUN. The city of ARGHNTAN GER™
and the high ground (o the north, were strongly held by
elements of the crack egnemy ?28t afantry Regiment, aad the M
elite 116th Panger Division. The enemy numbered beiween
two thousand and itwenty five hundred seasoned soldiers,
well dug in, in the f{inest defensive positions, g G
Ptanka, artillery, antli-aircralt guns, automatic weapons,
arbed wire entanglemenis, and well placed mine fields.
The terrain also was tougn, Tavoring the enemy in defense,
with its ﬁbdéLTOWS, and its sufficient open spaces to permit
good fields of fire for tanks, and mutually supporting
suitomatic wespons. In addition %o this the enemy had
cleverly zeroed in every key avenue of approach to their
positions for accurate artillery fire. Against this
Combat Team 313 had to advance.

At OT0 0 Combat Team 318,in a column of Pattallcn@
Jumped off en the attack. Almost immediately very heavy
fighting was encountered. Farticularly heavy resistance
was discovered in the vicinity of BORDEAUX. Thafadvanea
of the 1st fn was rentr;ctaa "ﬁww‘.‘»" _
he 1d up ‘by ¥y G el ' :.-;nl‘ Al R s o " ,
@s was "C" Company, ﬁhlﬂh protected the ri: ht flank.
Finally the lst Ba_ waa forced to withdraw south of the
ARGENTAR-LE EUURG LEORNARD Highway, after eneamy urtlllery,
and tank fire neav11y cpened up from the Battalion's left
fiank. When the advance was stopped the Betialion dug in
for the night 1o consolidate and prepare to continue the
next day, after recrganizing.

. Phe 2d Pn moving west sloag the ARGUITAN'LE BOURG
LECRUARY Hi hway was also stdpped by thne extremely heavy
firing coming from ARGENTAN and the high ground northeast
of the town.




The 3d-Bn succdéded in clesning out enemy resistance
in the vieintiy of SAI. The locality was occupied at 1533.
By 1700 the 3d Bn was on its way toward BORDEAUX. It
passed through the lst Bn which was reorganizing, and
succeeded in occupying the town. '

On the 18 August 1944 Combat Team 317 was placed in
the Division reserve, while Colkbat Team 318 attack ARGENTAK,.
At 1115 its Command Post moved to BOSSIE LE LAND. The 24
Bn was  ordered at 1935 to patrol toward the northeast in
the vicinity of ARGENTAN and protect the rear snd right
flank of Combat Team 318,

Combat Team 319 continued its miasion at ANGERS,
detached from the rest of the 80th Infantry Division. grovr Py

For the 19 August 1944 @ new plan of attack on ARGENTAN 599
and vicinity was decided upon. The new plan called for
the 24 Bn of Combat Team 318 to attack from the northwest
toward ARGENTAN under the cover of a terrific concentration
of artillery. This concentration was to be fired by seven
supporting battalions in addition to all the artillery fire ‘ i |
power that the Combat Team could muster from its regularly e,
attached units. The 314th Field Artillery Bn was in direct /faqypmp. |
support. The 313th, 315th, 974th, 775th Pield Artillery QIS En By T
Bns and the 404th Field Artillery Group were made available douemey
for general support and for reinforeing the fires. Combat i
Team 517 was removed from the reserve of the 80th Infantry
Division to be committed in the attack, firing in support
from HILL 171, and advancing on ARGENTAN from the north,
while at the same time lending support to the 3d Bn of
Combat Team 318. ‘ R :
VO, o

But on the second day of the attack progress was also
very slow. :

The 54 Bn of Combat Team 318 tried to agsin advance on -
ARGENTAH, but ran into very heavy resistance, and by 1430
was obliged to reorganize in the vicinity of VROU.

The 2d Ban of Combat Team 318 was egually unsuccessful
in the advance it started at 0645. The Battalion was halted
by withering fire coming from the vicinity just east of :
) ARG#'J?‘;TAH: ;

The 1st Battalion of Combat Team 318 was kept at
BORDEAUX as the reserve. . .




The 2d Bn of Combat Team 317 had assembled at a jump
off position in the vieinity south of HILL 171 at 0130
and was followed by the remainder of the Combat Team.
From positions on HILL 171 it gave small arms and automatic
weapon support to the attack being made by the 34 Bn of
Combat Team 3183. But even with this support the attack
was wnsuccessful.

Lé
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At 1735, despite terrifiec enemy infantry, artillery -
and armored resistance, Combat Team 317 passed through ;I
Combat Team 318 to assume the initiative. Advanecing in i
a column of battalions, with the 24 Bn leading, the Combat 0.
Team launched an attack on ARGENTAN and the high ground
in the vieinity of the town. Heavy fire from the west
edge of FORET DU GAFFERN made progress extremely slow
and difficult. By 2030 the Combat Team had advanced to
- the southern outskirts of ARGENTAN. Because of the heavy
eoncentrations of German armor, and heavy artillery ob-
gserved in the woods at (U-261214), a counterattack was
expected. In viewing this, the advance halted and positions
were prepared to defend the ground gained.

Combat Team 319 was relleved at ANGERS by Combat Team Y
329 of the 834 Infantr{ Division on the 19 August 1944 gas
and prepared to assemble northeast of ANGERS to awailt
further ordsrs.

1944, the enemy had secretly withdrawn most of its forces
from the area, leaving only comparatively weak delaying
forces for rear guard action., But during these same hours
~the seven Battalions of artillery supporting the 80th
Infantry Division blasted the city with five volleys,
setting it afire. Amid thie barrage, the enemy had chosen
:g withdraw most 0f its forces and suffered great casual-
88.

During the hours of darkness of the 19 and 20 August l

: Because of this terrific artillery concentration,
and the withdrawal of & large number of the opposing
forces, the 80th Infantr, Division was once more able to
move forward and sweep aside the remaining enemy.

The 3d Bn of Combat Team 317 at 0830 had advanced to

the vicinity (U=-290200) end then turned west and attsck
ARGENTAN.
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The 2d Ba of Combat Team 317 made en attack on
ARGENTAN at 0930 from the south.

The 3d Bn of Combet Teanm 318,after reorganizing ,
succeed in occupying the west approaches to ARGENTAN. -

The 18t Bn of Combat Team 318 had moved to the viecinity
(U-294202) to protect the Division's right flank. At 1135
the 1st Bn was ordered to take CRENNES, and patrol to
the east and north and esteblish contact with eclements of
the 90th Infantry Division, whioh was on the right of the
80th Infantry Division.

By 1330 the operations had so successfully prozressed,
that Combat Team 318 was ordered to complete the mopping
up of ARGENTAN, clear the woods to the south, and see %o
it that the roa@ net work in the #mmediste vieinity was
cleared of mines and booby traps.

- By 1500 the 2d and 3d Bns of Combaet Team 318 and the
3d Bn of Combat Team 317 had ARGENTAN pretty well cleared
and under control. ' ¥

Divisiods objective, HILL to the north of ARGENTAN at
0400, and had met only very light resistance. Both Batta~
lions had organized in poesitions and sent cut combat patrols
to secure the area. ' ;

The lst and 24 Bns of Cimbat Team 317 had taken the

By 1320 Combat Team 317 was given itie mission of mopping
ap the woods in the Division's sector, from the boundary Bri+"
between the 80th Infantry Division, and the British elements so-/ I
on the north, to include the boundaries betwosn the 30th ———vf: i
and 90th Infentry Divisions on the east, and then as far e
south as CRENNZES.

Darkness found the 1lst Bn of the Combat Team 317 up
against etif'f opposition in the wooded area vieinity
(U-290230). Ry the close of the period, the 3d Pn of Combat
Tear 517, which had come up as support, and the lst En ,
were preparing to clear these woods of any enemy tsnks,
gutomatic weapons, or straggling enemy personnel which were
encountered. But with the ¢ losing of the ARGENTANFALAISE
gap and the successes of the 80th Infantry Division, there
remained little to do eround the area.

On the 20 August 1944 Combat Team 319 assembled in en




area northesst of ANGEIRS. Verbal orders were received -U\ﬂ;'
from the VIII Corps to move on the 21 August 1944 to the
vicinity of ST CALAIS.

On the 21 August 1944 Combat Teams 317 and 318 con- . 4 A\
tinued to mop up in their respective zones, until relicvedi%@“@
later in the day by elemente of the British 50th Infantr, :
Division. The Combat Teams then assembled in the nearby’

viecinity. | s‘;: e
Lo
The ARGENTAN battle was the first test of the 80th “"Ww
Infantry Division against well trained and equipped enemy
in foree. During this action, the Division encountered
the strongest types of defenses prepared in anticipation
of the Allled invesion of the Continent.
The cooperation of the organic units of the Division
demonstrated that diligent training had molded a fighting
team. i
bgsdﬂm '-‘.:I-
Units attached to the Division during the ARGENTAN :h/‘¢aof’ it
action were: the 610th Tank Destroyer Bn, the 6334 AAA PIPALS

Bn and the 7024 Tank Bn.

The Division's contribution to the closing of the
ARGEFTAN-FALAISE GAP resulted in the destruction of large
numbers of enemy forces as well as huge stores of equip-
ment, supplies and ammunition., During the operation,
over one thousand prisoners of war were captured. Several
enany tanks and self propelled guns were destroyed. One
ammunition dump captured by the Division cetained twenty
seven thousand tons of ammunition, -

During the 21 August 1944 Combat Team 317 continued
mopping up in the wood area within the Division's north
sector, on a line from ARGENTAN to CREENES. At 2000 the
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Gombat Team begen assemblying in an ares southwest of
ARGENTAN, , gl P

Combat Tseam 318 continued to mop np enemy resistanoce
in ARGENTAN and the woods scuth of O089FYES within the
Divisivnal boundery, and procesded to concentrate in the
vicinlty of MEDAVY.

The B2ih Cavelry Heconnaissance Troeg provided logal ?bﬂﬁd
security with certain elements of Combat Teaum 317, for the b
new ssseubly arem during the conecentration.

Combat Team 319 closed into the assembly area northe o
east of ARGERS in the vieinity of WAUNET, snd made,preyarauqu‘\ﬂ,-
- tiens tu move, pmrsuant to the orders of the VIIX Corpa, to ¥
the vivcinity of 5T CALAI3., The 1st Bn was motorized and 4
took off st 1745 for the new areaz while the remsinder of 3'

was available. 'The destination of the lst ®¥n was TOUNTAINE,
Its coluwn was on tne road at the close ¢f the perivd. The

the oovmbat toam followed by shuttles when transportation ﬂmﬂt ii
LN |

; , ol ol s : , S : A
route followed wae via NAUNET, SRIGBS, DURTAL, LA FLBACHE N‘F’
. ? ¥ . :

GERANG, "FOULLETOURTE, ARWAGRH, 1B 2173, 07 GATAIZ, fto

POUNTATUE, & distance of approxiuvately one hundred wnd

fiftecn miles. ' -
v

] On the 22 Augzust 1944 at 0820 Combat Team 317 alosed ﬁﬁd

into its new assembly area sonthwest of APCEITAN, The ;

Comuwand Loust of the Combat Team was located at AUNOU 1B

PAUCOH, Wnile so assembled, the troops were siven a mach

needed rest, an opportunity %o cleen thelr egu.pment, and

for genersl reanabilitéfhion. Bul important Training was

@l80 undertaken, particulerly on anti-t8nk warrare ong

infantry-tank coordinsting tectics, which lrnining was %o

brove so beneiicisl as the 80th Infanitry Division continued

the pursult of the enemy.

Combat Team 318 remained in ¥IZDAVY and indulged in
a similisr program to thet which Combat Teem 317 was going
thro ugﬁ.

Combat Team 319,on the 22 August,colosed in at the
vieinity of FOUNTAINE and ST CALAIZ gommeneing at 0200
and took ap defensive positions. Upon arriving at POUH-
TAIN the Coumbat Team reverted to the control of the XII ﬂ(
Corps. The XII Corps directed that the lst Bn of Combat
Team 319, motorized, move to PITHIVIERS, to cecupy and
protect the town. HNo enemy was present and the nmission
was aceomplished with no difficulty. -
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The remainder of Combat Team 319 was almost immediately
directed to proceed by motor, forty eight miles, to URLEANS
and occupy a defensive line between CRLEANS and GIEN. Pre-
parations for movement were in progress at the close of b
the period. 8

On the 23 August 1944 Combat Teams 317 and 318 coantinued
their training in their respective concentration areas.

At 231400 August 1944 Combat Team 319, {less the lst \a
Bn) closed in at ite new assembly area, vicinity CRLEANS, 3 _
and izmedistely set up hasty defense positions for the gowﬂﬁbg

night. . Its route was through BUSLOUP, FRETEVAL, MOREE, L L i
BINAS, D'OZOURE, LE MARCHE, CHARSONVILLE, CRMES, ANGRE, e

ST JEAN DE LA ROULE, to an area four miles northeast of s
CRLEANS at FAY. AUX LOGES, a distance of twenty two miles, '
The lst Bn remained at PITHIVIERS maintaining law and order .
there. The mission of Combat Team 319 wes to protect the ‘g‘ aﬁ
southern flank of the XII Corps, between URLUANS and GIEN, ~ KW =

. and occupy a defensive position sleng the river line. 2 |

Combat Teams 317 and 318 still continued to remsin Gew heCE*°

in concentration on the 24 August 1944, engaging in re= ﬁﬁﬂﬁg“mﬁuﬁﬁg
habiltation and training. r D W O g
i fha ¥ VISR T @

The 1lst Bn of Combat Tesm 319 was ordered to rejoin awi 8

its Regiment and support its mission. The 166th Engineer ﬂ“
- Combat Bn was attached to the Combat Team 319 as general

support. The mission of Combat Team 319 continued to be that

of safe guarding the southern flsnk of the XII Corps. Fa

i
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On the 2% August 1944 Field Urder Fumber 7 of the
80th Infant rivision, directed the Division, lesa
Combat Team (317to & concentration area in the vicinity
of JKNS, whidhw was only fifty miles scuthesast of Faris.
Throughout the day preparations were made by Combat Teams
317 and 318 for the long march. Combat Team 319 eontinnsd .
its misslon in the vieinity of ORLUANSH i
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on the 26 August 1944 the 80th Infantry Division jﬁi— -
reverted to the control of the XII. Lorpe of the Third +
United “tates Army. ] : q.
. b .

Parsusnt to Divisionsal FPield Crder Number 7, the Fo [

Combat Teems 517 snd 318 were crganised into tactical
formations but no resl opposition from the enemy was
expected during the movement. The ordered moctor march
cast -was approximately two hundred and eighty miles.

T

Combat Team 318 took off from the vicinity of MEDAVY :
at 0500. It wes 8till on the road the following morning.:’)

Combat Team 317 took off from its assembly aree viecin-
ity southwest of ARGENTAN at 0700, and after a motor
trip all day without any unusual incidents enroute, began
elosing into its designated assenbly arsas ten miles
west of SHNS at the close of the period.

=5

- .0 Lhe 20 August 1944,Combat Teum 319 wes relieved lsqﬂkfﬂ”
by the 137th Infantry. 1t was recrganized and maede pre-
pnrstionl for a move of npproximately one hundred and ten

miles t0 the vicinity of UT FLAVY,

g 1*;?‘??& S

5 The move of elements of the 80th Infantry Division
suach great distances gast, was msde posaible by the tre~ :
. mendous defeat of the enemy requiring the hasty retreat. '.1;1
I S 5
" un the 27 August 1944 Pield Urder Humber 8 of the co v
80th Infentry Divislon was issued directing the Diviaian
to continue the advance. By

= e

ot g5 Th

The BOth Qavalyy Reconnaissance Troop had presoedéd go
the column t0 reconnciter. the wsdvance. It had reconnoitered ﬂpﬂ
from the area where it had mssembled, five miles northwest .




of SENS to @ line ROMILLY SUR SEINZ to TROYSS, At TROYES 4 (D
the 4th Arsmored Divislon had estsblished & bridgehead the
previous day. The specific mission of the 80th Cavalry
Reconnalasance Troop was to seize and hold any bridge sites

in the 80¢th Infantry Diviasion's Zune of Advance over the

SEIRE ’Ivsu, until faet tru&g@ hculd be broug ib _to _fak

S RIVEDY
anit, ' Iomedliglely &l aing on the pcntcan bridgu.
1t procesded to the north on & similiasr mission to the

AUEE HIVEXL. AY the start of this advance,sfter aroasiag

SEIN!
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i
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the SEINE RIVIR,the 80th Cavalry Heconnaissance Troop hadtﬁ
the distianction af being the point for the spearhesding
80th Infentry Division, aad leading the entire Allied i

Forces do the sdvence in pursult of the fleeiag enemy.
Throughout the eantire day tae Troop kept inm conteset with
the Combat Tesws 317 and 318 which were advaneing in.their
respective zones.

B

9°ﬂ’6
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The 8)th Infentry L.vision had moved from ARGENTAN met
soath to the LOIZ RIVAR, and then esst alon- the LOIRE o
and SEIBE RIVEAS to reuch tha :1L¢n1ty of S5H8. The marches

JGE S, vhg C© ﬂﬁxaih. JAVROR, VILLAINES,
G Jﬁaia.‘ea’ ; ﬁﬂd -ln- «:I-;; &A. Lﬁl ‘!.u. Thﬂ
enemy had, woes the UEINE and AUTE

RIVIRS in the Division's Zone of AdV&nce.

wery tnruaﬁh CARE

On the 27 August 1944 Combat Team 319 rsverted to the
control of the 8)th Infantry Uiviasion. It began its long &
notor march to the v,cinity of 51 FLAVY. 1t moved through Zr%
PAY ATY LAUSS, CHATTEANDS 5B U3 LOIRS, LADON, MONTARGIS, ™
LA CHAP] YSLLE, QQUT ME\MY‘ JLJMI{}&*}: w3 iTh-.,’ miﬁ! A .»,“IT. 0\
FONH QJE VARAR VAL&I:HJ, ELAJ;Y “KPGILLR' QIJﬁYY. LE
HOHNE ;JH’ ,T ZARTIN D3 BUSSER ‘*'. to OT PLAVY., The Combat
Tean begau closing intc the new essenbly ares &t the close
of the period. Throughoat the day, Combat Taaus. 317 sad
318 continued the advance a8 directed in Field Order
Bumber 8., At 1300 Combat Tenm 317 had moved to FPAVILLION
and closed there at 1300.

Combat Taam Sla,after arriving at itas aﬁ%ewhly araa
vicinity of COLLEMIZRS, (five miles south west of L3NS),
moved at 1135 fcr & fxft{ mile motor march to the vzeinity
CAVILLIERS, arriving at 1530.

.The advance up 10 this point by the cclunns had heen




very rd@id dua to the very lient redistance encountered. The
light resistance could be dccoanted ' for ia part to the
splendid gid given to the adveneing Allles by tire PPI 1n
sliminating snipers end the few isolated troops left behind
by the enemy to¢ hinder the advance. But from this peint
on the rate of advence had 1t be considerably slowed down,
as there was preat possidbllity of running into strong enemy
positions. :

: #icB
Pield Order Yumber 9 of the 8Uth Infantry Division, ¢9 o
was issued lete on the 27 August 1944 direciing the advancing
columns to seize succespive objectives, eapture CRALCHS
SUR HANNT and establish s bridgehesd north of the WARNE
RIVER 4n the Division'as Zone. '

The 80th Cavalry Heconnaissance Troop continued to

reconnviter ihe route of the sdvancing columns. Difficalty ggw i

was experienced in locsting a bridge over the AURE RIVER

as the retreating dJermens had blown every orossing in the
‘Pivision's Jedtcr. The Troop finslly crossed at 281030 }ﬁ
tugust 1944, vieinity ARCID SUH AUBL, snd continued 10

reconnoiter - the roads and bridges northwest towerd CHALONS i
SUR BARE.L. This entire ares from the BEINE RIVER o Vv
CHALONS SUR MARME hsd never besn cluared of enemy, but

little difficulty other than HE FidiEe: wes encountered,

and hences advance was surprisingl o

! L Al
, the CANAL running AAAD
Jout up by the 4th

P

Aombat Team 3518 had left late the nigﬁt”%efore from
URVILLIERS, for VALLANT, and closed in at the later area
early in the morning. It remsined in the ismediate wviciaity
antil 2755 and continued its merch. Upoan resmcuing the
SLINE BRIVER.no great cifficalty wes experienced as the
80th Cavalry Reconnelseance Troop had slready secoursd the
ares, snd the river proved fordable., As the Combat Team /
moved toward the AUBL RIVER the snenmy did offer asome re-
sistance along the route, but this was weak, ocoming f rom gLfo
secoad rate troops. The 1016 Homeguerd Ba and elenents of /9/°
the 30lst GAF Sigmal School Hegiwent were employed by the 30ls GAF
enemy to try to stop tie advance. These troope ware either
too poung or tuc 014 to put up sny kind of a decent
.ebruggle, and proved of little interference value to the
steam~roller like advance of that element of the 80th
Infantry Division., The Combat Tessm crossed the AUBE RIVER

. The aerossing of tha ! RIVER
parallel to it, was o @

Armored Livisione
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at PERE CHAWPENCISE., During the crossing,four enemy .
¥E 1098 flew over the columa, but the gunners cf the
6354 AAA AW Bn drove then off befare any damage could be
inflicted.

Jn the 28 Adgust 1944,ths 380th Infgntry Division
contiaaed ite rapid advance east, sgainst very linited
opposition, -

While erossing the HeRHE \ ; s Convat Tesm
3518 raa into some determined rasistanca. e rasistance
was relatively ineffective beceuse it lacked proper and
adguate artillery support or support from other nBRVJ
weapons or tanks. It was froa e eneny Combat Team
ghalons, elexents of the 769 lcwegaard Infaatry BEn,
126%h Infantry Heglment of the 43th lnfantry Divisian,
and the 301st GAY Signal uchool. It was gulokly overeome.
The gensral advance of the colama was toward JHALONZ, and
wae only slowed by blown bridgos. At 2320 the Con tat Team

: glosed into an erea nipe miles north of LED GRANDE LUGES,

Combat Team 317 continged lte atisck northeast with
the objective of takiang OHALUNC UL WARNI. By aadnigut it
had reached & point a mile southeast of OHALOEC 3UR HARNE,
Tongre 1t ressined ana prepared to altzck its objleciive the
next moraling. A battle was expected to accomplish the re=-
duction ¢f the %own. 1t was decided that the Conbat Team
would sdvance in a oolunn of Battaliona, with the 34 Bn
in the lead and the 2d ana lst Bns following. This attack
was to opmaence at 0800, and was to ts covrd.neted with a
Joint attack %o Le nade by elsments of the 4th Armored
Tivision from the east bank of the UARNL RIVEH.

Ca the 28 August 1944, Combat Team 318,lsas the 905th
Pield nrtillerv Bn mad niw ¢ Jompany,were ordered to assemble
aorth sast of MEARY JUR JaI\m. The 905th Fileld Artillery
Ba was placed undar direct Divisional cogtrol to support
the 314th Pleld Artillery Bau., "I" Company remained in
position %o give looal seourity to the Divisioanal Cowmand
Post. The Combat Team was in the Divisional Reserve,

The lat Bn was motorised and took off Lfor the newly
-ﬂauignated assenbly point et deybreak with "O" Company
of the 7024 Tank Bn as direct support.  The remnﬂnder of
the Combat Taam followed the lat Ba by shuattle movement.-
Tze Combat Team closed into the awuembly area Just aouth
HERSTUR UEINE

Vi e

- 2% -

P e e e .
ST 1l LT

[

v




SECTION VI
CAPTURE OF CHALONS SUR IMARKE

At 290100 August 1944, Combat Team 317 was directed
to attack CHALONS SUR UARNE. The attack was to begin &t
0900 from the area two miles southeast of town. During
the night large fires were seen burning in the town and
loyal civilians reported that the Germans were withdrawing.

: Combat Team 317 coordinated its att
SUR HARNE with Combat Command "A" of ]
Division.  Those elements of the A%h Ar d Divisic
to attack from the =2ast bank of the river. Coumbat Team
317 planned to attack in a column of Battalions, with the

. 34 Bn leading.

&ack on

4 3 1

YL

The sttack began at 0900 and by 1120, leading elements
of the Combat Tcam had teren CHALONS 5UR MARNE. Phe orossing
which had been blown was partially repaired to permit 4
foot troops to pass most of the way. Brush rafts and all
available boats in the area enabled the complele crossing
~over the deep water., This bridge site, over the river
and the canal, led into the heart of the town. As the
doughboys rushed ahead, little resistance was encountered .
in the town itself. The Oombat Team continued the advance
and organiyed positions on the high ground between ST MARTIN
and CHALONS GUR MARNE by 1300. -

Counbat Team 319 (minus previously assugned elements)
had moved to VILLESEANAUX where it received orders to
attack CIALONS OUR KARNE from the southwest. Due to the
~little opposition encountered by Combat Team 317 in its
attack, the ordsrs of Combat Team 319 were cancelled.

Combat Team 318 after it had closed into its assembly
area in the vicinity of LES GRANDE LOGES at 282320 August
1944 remaeined there throughout the day. No hostile action
- was experienced except when two hostile planes flew over

and bombed and strafed fréendly installations. Recoanaissance
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patrocle sent cut by the Combat Team had discovered and
eaptured without resistaunce, large quantities of enemy
material and equipment, ineludin; a huge dump of gasoline,
a8 large number of enemy guns and a food train at BOUIE.

On the 29 August 1944 the 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance

Troop continued its mission of reconnoitering in the

Division's Zone of Advanee. The erossing at the MARWNE RIVER

eand the CANAL running perallel to it was on a pontoon. A.pP . -
bridge put up by the 4th Armored Division.

On the 30 August 1944 Field Message Number 10 directad'm“ulb
the disposition of Combat Teams 317 and 318 on the perimeter
of the WMARNE RIVER bridgehead established by the 80th
Infantry Division the day before.

Combat Team 517 continued to consolidate ite position
on the east portion of the newly estpblished bridgehead,
north of the MARNE RIVER. Combat Team 318 continued to
" 8end out reconmnaissance foot patrols in its sector. Combat
Team 719 on feoot closed into an assembly area four miles
northwest ol CHALONE SUR MARNE., The 905th Pield Artillery
reverted to the controcl of the Combat '‘eam 319 as did *I"
Company. However, "I" Compamy was given a special mission
of guarding the railroad yards in CHALONS SUR MARNE, and
again became separated from the rest of the Combat Team.

The 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop continued on
its almost continuous reconiaissance mission and covered
practically the entire Divisional area. By the 30 August
41944 1% had reconoitered on a line TUURS SUR MARNE, VERZY,
SUIPES, and LE ERESKE, and had wiped out what litile
opposition met. = In addition to recounmnoitering it aided
in outposiing the Divisional area.

Fisld Order Number 10 of the 80th Infantry Divisionm, Fo'*l®
issued on the 31 August 1944, directed that the Division
eontinue on the move east on three routes, to seize BAR
LE DUC, and COMMERCY, end prepare for action toward ST
MIHIEL end the battle fields the Division knew so well
from the last war.

During the entire move of the Division pursuant o gotie
Field Order Number 10, the Divieion wae just one step behind
the fast retreating Germans e speed. ok e Division
was greatly aided by the large gas famp® captured the &7
day before in BOUIE, this particularly so in that the
Division's supply lines were becoming very extended.
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Combat Team 318 moved by motor narch forty two miles
southeast to RIVIGNY and later moved on to BAR LE DUC, where
it closed Jjust prior to midnight. '

Gombat Team 317's Zone of Advance was to VILLERS. It
preceeded Combat Team 319 in the sdvance,

Combat Team 319 left "1I" Company behind in CHALONS
SUR UARNE to safeguard the railroad yards there, In addi-
tion its 1lst Bn was ordered attached to the 4th Armored
Division, and had been moved %o FRANCOIS DE VITRY for its
new mission. The remsinder of the Combat Team followed,
motoriyed, in the path of Combat Team 317, as the Divisional -
Reserve. It moved through LONGEVAS, HARSONS, ST JEAN SUR -7
MOIVRE, COUPIVILLE to FRESNE. There, after its thirty “
five mile trip, it detrucked and moved by eshuttle to
NETTERCCURT, where it closed for the night.

i66 SE¥ V“'EIJ" ¥
" The end of the month marked the rapid retreat of the
eneny. Valuable territory was gasined by our foreces because
the eneny was unable to establish an effective defensive
line. The success of the Allied advance was materially :
aided by the speed, daring and skill of our forces, the f
help of the F.Fel. in clearing the route of advance of :
delaying forces and the general collapse of German forces |
in Prance with its consequent loss of morale and organizstion. 1
! : : '3
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