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SECTION I
OAPRURE OF KASSEL "}% 1t 750
| Rpre ™ e
The lst of April found the 80th Pivision (minus X Conrs
318tk Infantry) folleowing the 6%th Armored Division in the X3

vieinity south of KASSEL (0=2203). The Division wes on N
the left flank of the XX Corps sector and on the left LS
flank of the 34 Army. On the Division right was the

- 65th Infantry Division, The 318th Infantry was attached

to the 6th Armored Division.

The 317th Infantiry was in an assembly area vieinity
of LEIUSFELD (6-0761). The 318th Infantry was in the
vicinity of HUWBERG (H~1772), with the 34 Bn vieinity of
PELDSBURG (H-1883). The 319th Infantry was in the
vicinity of HUMBERG with the lst Ba at HUISA (H-2162),
*(me 22 l)sn at REMSFELD (H-2268) and the 3d Bn at OBERAULA

E{--QE 2 -

; essage Number:3, issued at 1200, directed that F)*3
318%h Infantry would revert immedistely to Division
control and thaet the Divislon would pass through the 6th

Armored Divieion in direct assault on the city of KASSEL,

The attack 5 of P el
554'3883'-% he | [VER in the vicinity of MAL! Ry S
H-2678). The 31Bth Infantry was on the left of -

Division Zone with the objective of taking the city of

£A50EL., The 319th Infantry was on the right with the

misasion of teking the hills to the east of KATSEL and to

cut off any German elements endeavoring to restreat to

the east or nortneast. The 317th Infentry, in Divieion

Reserve, was to follow the 318th Infantry. The BCth

Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop was on the left flank recon-
noitering to the north and maintaining contact with (33 A4
elements of the let Army. The attached organizations, F52 TX
633 AAA AW (mcbile) Rattalion, 7024 Tank Bn, and 811 Tank ‘°—
Bn (SP) were in direct support of the Division, &u

é%g%“?igaihﬁ'gi?i@@ﬁaf%ere e¢lements of the 166th and

365th InTantry Divisicn and numerous miscellanecus units GEXAm
including replacement anti<aircraft and LANDESSCHURTZEN  /GC*Medw
Battalions. Oonsiderable forces of tanks, concentrated 3¢s webv
near KASSEL, were in support of these units. +

The 1lst Bn 318th Infantry moved north from HONRERG
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prior 10 1430 on the afterncon of 1 Arpil 1945. The main
axis of attack was through FELEBLRG, NDR VORSCHUTZ end
north elong the main highway into KAGSEL. At the beginning

- of the advance, small srme and anti~tank fire was enccuntéred.

Thie was parilcularly heavy in the PESSH-HERTINGSHAUSER
area. However, a genersl withdrawal of the enemy was
evident from thaet aree north. The Battalion advenced a .
distance of eighteen miles and was in the vieinity of
(0~198988) at OPERZWEHRER by midnight. Porwerd movement
was stopped at that point t¢ prepare for the adveance the
following daye.

The 2d Bn 318th Isnfantry moved from HUMBERG at 1430
and advanced on the left to the northwest. At 1505, the
Battalion was sdvancing sgeinst slight resistance gnd had o ls
cleared the towns of MADLd, PLESFIRC, ALTENBURG, LUHRE and %7
GRISVAR. . At 1710, the towns of RIEDE, MEZE, LOHNE and ) Cestr
ZUSCHEN were clear and the Battalion was sdvancing north "pper
from GULENSBERG, At 1715, the leading elements were in Cupessd
the woods north of GUDENSBURG (H-133919). A% 2250, elements
of the Ratialion were sttacking CRUSSENRITE and at 2%40
fighting was reported within that tcwn, Shortly after
2400 the tuwn was cleared and the Pattalion held ap for
the night.

The 3d Pn 318th Infantry essembled in Regfmental Reserve

scutheast of FELLSEERG., Shortly after the lit Bn hsd passsd
through, it moved northwest to NDR VURSOHUTZ and closed

into the area at 1500. At 0300, 2 April 1945, the Batta~-

lion closed at HERTINGSHEAUSEYN after marehing aorth from

KPR VORGCRUTZ.

The 318th Infantry, in its rapid advance, caplured V/

- twenty~-six towns during the day of 1 April 1945,

The 319th Infantry, with the objective of erossing ;mﬁﬁﬁ
the FULDA RIVER and edvaneing nortineast along the sest A
bank of the river, was, on 1 April 1945, in the vicinity
of CCHUARZENBURN (H-2058). Freparations were made to
move duriag the afterncon to an assembly area near MELGIR-
AAUSEN (H-2384). The lst Bn moved from HUISA Wy tmeuck at
1500 and closed at MILGERHAUSEN at 1630. The 24 and 3d
Bas had c¢losed in st the same place at 1730, Ianmediate
g;ggg;gﬁ%qna were mads 1o cross the FULDA RIViR. Thee
atobahn bridge at GUXHAGEN wes made passable by the
engineers.
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/moved across the FPULDA RIVER by £3

~ gnd NISDER ZWEIREN
- lines but advanced to the socuth through the gepr between

The 1lst Ea 319tk Infantry marchbed north, crussed the
FULDA RIVER at GUSHAGEN and seized that town by 1930. At
2200 the Battalion was continuing the advence northward
towards the town of DORNHASEN but haltsd scuth of that town
for the night.

The 2d Bn 319th Infantry, on the right ¢f the 1lst Fn,
rggsed the FULDA niﬁ&ﬂ at EURLE gnd seized the tuwn after
» small srms resistance wus en red, The Battalion

remeined in tnat vielnity throughout the night.

The 34 Bn 319th Infantry moved north from MRLGERHAUSEN
to GUXHAGER at 2215 and remainea ;n that wia;uity throughout. oo
ths night. The slpporiing. snd tank destroyers were Y
tihe vieinity

of (H-222890).

The 317th Iafantry, in Division Reserve near LEINIPELD
“(§=-0T61), preparsd t¢ move north 1o WAUSH in tae late
aftsrncon of 1 April 1945. At 1610, the 34 Bn moved out

a8 the leading Battalion and the lst and 24 followed in

that order. The 34 Bn closed into GUDEKSBERG at 2240 and
immediately set up bridge gusrds at thal point %o relieve
selexents of the 3d Bn 318tn Infantry. The lst Ba closed
into an assenmbly area vicinity of MADER at 0005, 2 April
1945. The 24 Bn closed into the same arsa at d}lﬁ. Units
of the Regiment remeined in their respective sreas through-
ot the night witn'a&awan$a. guerding bridges at CBI Y0LLe
RICK, NDR MOLLRICK and AhruﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂauAR.

A RPr:
On 2 April 1945, the lst Bn 518th Infentry, near
UBERZWWHREN, started to advance to the north st 0400 and
at 0430 it was at HIEZDER ZWEHRZN (C-2100). At 0455, ,
leading elements were entering the scuthern limits of éﬁkﬂgé
KASCEL. A% this time, the enemy launched a counterattack
“of infaatry augya;:m,é by tm tanks. The attack was
ith in the ares between ihs towns of HURDSHAUBEN
It did not break intc the Battalion

tn& Battalion left flank and the right flank of the 24
Bn 318th Infantiry on the left Communications were dig-
rupted and the Battalion aQVaaae was held up. S¥iff

v resistance was encountersd and heavy damage to the ﬁupparting
7 tank dest. @gﬁgﬂ‘; #ap sustained. The eneuy ¢ - 4
34 L

moved a0u! he town of ALTEEBAUSA end %o the yicinity
of TIRCTDAUNA. /This attack was. Wm’by elements cf
the 318th Infentry and 317th Infantry. At 1540, ancther
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emy ecountersttack driving southeast %o HIZDER ZWEHREW,
was lavnched in the vicinity of WAHLERSHAUSEN. The attack
was sofbensd by our artillery sad the 1lst Bn was able w
break it up in the vicinlty of HIEDER ZWEHREN. Resistance
was exfremely severe and heavy small erms; gati=tank and
tank. fire was encowntered. Iy evening the Battalion was
gtle to fignt it's wa  intc the southern outekirts of
LASSEL, but wss s$til) mseting heavy cpposition.

The 24 Bn 318th infantry on 2 April moved furward to
attack in the early morning from its pesitions north of
GROSSBERITE., The attack was directed toward ALTERRITIE
which was taken and ¢ leared. The advance was continued 1 A s
nortawest to the high ground and PRASIEL3IBERG. Strong -
resistance was encountersd-at this point from tanks and ?%‘pm
20 mm Tlak gans. This resistance was overcome and the y
town taken at 2010. The Pabttalion then took the nigh
ground west of KAJSEL and at the close of day was reorgan-
fzing cn the outskirts of the city (C-1702) to assualt
from the west,.

The 34 Bn 318th Infantry, in Regimental Reserve and

following the 1lst Pn, moved north at 0400, 2 April 1945
to the area (0-190965) south of UNERZWENHREN whenthe eneny
tenk snd infantry counterattack developed from the norih. 5NCJQ
This Tattalion, committed to aid in breakiang up the

_counter sttack, engaged in hemvy ficating threughout the
entire. morning. Advancing in the gap beilween the lat and
24 Pns %18th Infantry, it proceeded t¢ advance north from
OTARZWEHREN slong the rail line tc¢ the outskirts of KASOEL,
Pierce reslstange wes encountersd, but by the close of the
day it had entered the railrosd -yurds on the soath side
of XASSEL and was s8till pressing north in the vielnity of
(c-195025).

;f The 318th Infantry, during 2 April 1945, destroyed v
six enemy tanks, numercous smaller vehicles and four 88 mm

r guns. It hed sncountered heavy resistance from small arms,

Ztanks und anti-asirceraft fire snd hed repuised iwo sneny

7 tank-infantry attacks. At the close of the period, it was

7 in the ocutekirts of 7ASSEL on the west, southwest and

7 gouth of the city.

The 319th Infantry on the right, was sdvancling sgainst
incressing resistance in the area east of the PULDA RIVIEK.
The lst Bn on the left advanced in the early hours of
2 April 1945 and took DCORNHAGEN against-emall arms fire.

e T e
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The town was c¢leared by 0800 and the Batialicn advanced
to probe the woods to the east. Elements of the fattalion

s were receiving direct anti-sirvereft fire in DURNHAGEN at
1010, At 1110 forward movement was halted at the nortiheast
gdge of the woods by an eanemy road block at (H-237962).

s This road bloeck consisted of anti-tank guns snd tanks,.
After reducing the block, the RPattalion continued its
advance north and took DEZNNHAUSEN at 2000, DITTERCHAUSEN
was cleared at 2135 and the advance halted for the aight
at BERGSHAUSEN.

The 2d Bn 319th Infantry, on 2 April 1945, attacked
ALBSHAUSEN and was still fighting in that town at U740,
At 1110, the town was cleared and the Battalion :
mocved northeast toward WELLERODS. WELLERODE was entered
against slight oppoaition and cleared at 160C. The
Battalion stopped at this point until late evening when
orders were received to move north to VOLLUMARSHAUUEN
at 0200, 3 April 1945. :

The 34 Ban 319th Infantry, near GUXHAGEN, at 11CQ,
2 April 1945, received orders 10 move north to WOLLECDE
and then proceed northeast througn the woods té attack
VOLLMARSHAUSEN. At 1500, leading elements ¢f the Battalion
were in the vicinity of (H=-250944) - (H-254942), scuthwest
of VOLLUARSHAUSEN. At 1950, two companies enccuntersd
7 determined resisianceé and consideravle small arms and
s mortar Lfire. At the close of the pericd, the Battaslion
»was 8till fighting against stubborn resistance in VULL-
HARGHAUSEN,

the 317th Infantry, in Divisicn Reserve near YADEN,

on 2 April 1945 was notified to send the 3d Bn tc¢ suppoert
the 318th Infantiry agsinst an enemy countersattack ¢f tenks
and infant®y. Akl of vhe-availeble tanks and tank de-

~ stroyers attached ito-the 317%h were also sent tC help

“ asten-bhe sttack, At 0915, 2 April 1945, the 3d Bn was
notified to move north to the vicinity of LIRCHBAUHA to
meet the counterattack of tanks and infantry. The Bat-
talion moved northeast from GUDENSEERC at 1030 and reached
KIRCHBAUNA at noon. Defensive positions were immediantel.
prepared to resist the attack. By 1510, the counterattack
had been broken up and the ensuy was driven back to the
north. In the evening the Battalion moved north and
occupied RENGERSHAUSEN where it remsined feor the night.

The lat Ba 317th Infantry in the wvicinity of MADLH,

s -
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on the morning of 2 April 1945 recieved orders to move O _~
north to the town of BE3S5E. At 1040, it was moving north
and prior %o 14C0 was in BESSE. At 1445, the Battalion
prepared to seize the high ground at (H-161980) northeast
of ALTENRITTE Before nightfall, the cobjective had been
sgecured and tna Battalion remained in the area nurtheast
of ALTERRITTE for the night,

The 24 Bn 317th Infantry, moving from MADEN at 1430,
closed intc = new area vicinity of GROSSENRITTE at 2045 ;
where it remained in Regimentel Reserve throughout the ' ;
night. Elements of the Battalion cutposted the towns i
of ELGERCHAUSEN, ALTENBAUNA, and BREITTEBACH (B~1C99). -

During the first two days of April, elements of the
Division in ccontact with the enemy eancounteved fisvoe
resistance from enemy Shall arms, sutomatic weaions,
worbar aud direct firewweapons. Towns and key terrain

~features were employed by the enemy as strong pointas,

7/ while advance was slowed by blown bri@ges. ¥odersate 241

7 artillery fire and air activity was experienced in the iR
ivisicn ea. ‘
D area 3 APRIC

On 3 April 1945, the attack on KASSEL continued with ‘
the 317th on the left flank moving to the nerthwest of
the city. The 318th Infantry wac in the center on the
western and southern outskirts of the city. The 319th {
Infantry, on the right, was on the east bank ¢f the PULDA f
RIVER continuing the attack to the north. ‘

The 31Tt Infantry, on'3 April 1945, continued to \
protect the Division left flank and tc mop up pockets cof .
resistance in the cutlying towns west of KASSEL. The 1lst i
Bn, nortneast of ALTENRITTE, prepered to move north to ’f
attack the tcwn of WAHLERSHAUSEN. The 24 Bn, vieinity of ]
GRUBCZNRITE, was prepared to follow the lst Pn with an
interval of 1000 yards. At 1115, the Rattelions comumernced
merching t¢ the north and at 1220, the lat Bn was passing
through the town of BRASSELOBERG. A% 14CC, the 1st Bn
bypassed the town of WAHLERGHAUSEN and eontinued advancing
to the ncrth, At 1800, HARLESHAUSEN and occupied against

7 swall erms snd-automatic wespons fire and elements of tne = |
Battalion were clearing the wcods nortn of the town. o

The 24 Bn at 1605 was fighting in WAHLERSHAUSEN and
/neeting severe resistance from small arms and antomstic il
-weapons Lfire. At 1810, the town was completely occupied - i
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by the 2d Bn where it remained for the night.

The 34 Ba 317th Infentry, during the afterncon of
3 April 1945, in the vieinity of RENGENRHAUSEE, moved
elements north to cutpost the areas along the railway from
RENGERHAUSEN to OBERSWEHREN.

On 3 April 1945, the 24 En 318th Infantry continued
the assualt on KASSEL fram the west. This Bgttalion was i
attacking to the north, but at 0810, in the vicinity of ]
(C-190034), turned to the east and penetruted to the '
FULDA RIVER in the e¢enter of the city. The Battalion had :
seiyaa~tha nurthern nalf of the city, but at midnight,

7 atacborn Tightivg continued for the vossession of g foot=
br%ﬁgﬁ mﬁﬂ.i iﬁh&ﬁulir %?1&3"u?é? the FUULDA RIVEE. Capture
of tHese bridges would be a dsfinite advantage for the
sontdiautiica of the vffsnsive.

The 3d Ba 318tA Infantry, on ths right of the 24 En,
at 0500, 3 April 1945, attacked northeast frowm positions
vieinity of (C-195C 255 At 1410, the Rattalion had pene-
trated the city to a point (C-211035). There was little
opposition and the élements were muving rapldily eamst.
When the Battalion remcned the two main wvenues of
WEILHEMSTEASSE and RONENZOLLERNSTRASIE it attacked to the o) b
east to reach the FULBA RIVER. In the late afternocon, e N

~ the enemy launched two counterattacks, one ale
strees, in a desperate effurt to stem the advance of cur
units. Tine Battalion repulssd both attacks and at the
close of the day was still advancing with most of the
weatern part of the city in it's possession.

st

The 1lst Bn 318th Infantry, ca the Regimental right

flank, was attecking northeast from its positions within
the southern portion of the city. The attack was lsunched

at 0500 along the FRANKURTERSTRASTE axis. When elsments
reacnaed tho southern edge of the Barip wherein were lccated
the INPANTERIE XKACZRNE and KRAEVPURER barracks, stiff
k. opposition was encuuniered and the advance #ss siowed. 3 L
? v At midnight, neavy fighting continued 1n the barracks area. - '
|
3

The day was cne of {lerce hicuse to Nouse i 24
: with marked advances g;apiza the hsav, and stubborn regigt-
| ance. Amcng the Lna; 14t cns G d were :
| / station, power plant, §&& nas f@}ﬁw

ra.ilqu : 23 M acruan the FPULDLA ’"IWR.
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The morning of 3 April 1945 found the lst Ba 319th
Infantry in the wvlcinity of BERGCHAUSEN prepered t¢ advance
in late morning hours to the northeast to take CHUNRACH,

At 1330, the town was teaken and the Pattallion was ordered
to continue the sdvance and take the town of FALDAY. In
attacking 0 the aorth, the PBailelion encountered an gir-
fisld (C=2399) west of WALDAU. At this time, orders were
received to contianue toward the southeast portion of KASSTL

v (C-2303), but bitber fignting developed at the alrfield
and &t the close of the periocd, the Battalicn was still

pgaged in heavy fighting in that vieinity. A large aire

piane factory was captured during the afterncon.

The 24 Bn 319th Iafantry, having closed int¢ the area
near VULLUARSHAUSEN at 0200, remained there while the
pnorthnern section of the town was being clearsd by the 3d
Bn., At 0930, the Battalion was receiving a counterattack zpdfﬁ

. from infentry.eand five.enemy tanks driving from the northe-
west of the town. This counteratiack was repulsed and the
Battalion continued toward OCHSHAUSEN. That town was
taken by encirclement, with "G" Company on the north and
"3A" Company on the scuth., "5" Company entered and c¢leared
the town by 1430. Orders wers received to continue the
drive, remalning on the right Iflank of the lst Bn snd to
maxe contact with elements of the 318th Infantry at the
s 3 over the PULDA RIVER in XAS3EL. A% 2145, the
Battalion was fighting in BLTTENHAUSEN and at the close

of the day, was cuntinuing the attack towards KASSEL. ) ";
Tihe 3d Bn, un the morning of 3 April 1945, continued ;{\
¢learing VOLLUARSHAUSEN. In a coordinated sttack with the s
24 Bn, it moved to the north and took HILL 233 (C-250993), . 3
east of UCHSHAUSEN, while the 2d Ba attacked that tuwa. shTo 1T
The high ground overlooking BATTENHAUSEN and OCHAUSS 2
was crganized and read Dblecks were set up at (C-272010) ¥y .
to protect ihe Division right flank. The 8llth Tank S
Destroyers and ithe Artillery in support aided in the &4 ¢k nﬁ
attack on tuwns and broke up tne enemy counterattack. '

The 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, on 3 April 1945, 3&{519
v Wwas relieved by the 3d Cavalry Group on the Division west
flank and iamediately moved to the east flank fur attache
ment to the 319th Infantry.
4 APRIL :

The lat Bn 317th Infantry, in vicinity of HARLESHAUSEN,
0a the morning of 4 April 1945, attacked t0 the north at
0600 driving towards the town of HEIDERVILLMAR. At 0715,
advanced elements were receiving small arme and moersar

PR "R




fire, but by 0900 had overcome all resistance and had
seized NIEDEZRVELIMAR. The Battalion remeined in this area
throaghout the day to protect the nerth flank of the
Division.

. The 2d Bn 317th Infantry attacked to the northeast
at 0600, 4 April 1945, with IURINGUHAUSEN as its objective.
At 0900, 1t had advanced to (C-2206C). The entrances
to KASSEL from the north were sscured. At 1800, eneny »
@ctivity was observed in SUNMERUHAUSER, north of the éﬂ‘ﬁ
Rattalion and shortly thereaftier, austreag connteratvatit

v of an estinsied bdwo hanGred infantry surported Yy tinks

/’qgg Jlaungaed -upen- vhe Battaiion positions. At 1950,

e enemy was repulsed with severe losses to his forces.

At 2010, a.eimilar counterattaekx from the north Was repulsed
with strong support from ocur ATVITISry and Tank Destriyers.
Blements of the Pattalion moved to secure the beiége atl
(0=-264083). Tnroagnout the day, the Battmlion na2d been
subjected to moderste mortar fire, heavy small arms,
automatic weapons and dirsct fire weapons.

In Regimentel Reserve, vicinity of R hG“kikJ&’ﬁ,
the 34 Bn at 0600, 4 April 1945, moved t0 WAHLEASHAUSEN
and closed intc that area at 0947, 1%, immealatal moved s
out, marching northeast, and at 1145 was st (0—225065) 0
north of VASGEL. At 142% orders were received to proceed
%0 SANDERSHAUSEN to relieve the Zd Bn 319th Infantry
and upon arriving in that area tc¢ initiste reconneissance
to thne east: The Battalion moved at 1550 and relieved
. the 24 Bn 319th Infantry at 1845,

>

d945, th‘ yiﬂtn infantry cortinusd” t0 ;mwﬂ
: y o EABSELs  In ihe ltﬁ:y{mrning the Gerasn /
ed TOT haree nour truce to permit
evaeuatien of thne clviliana.f it was denied beg usggi
bisirde of the town hal alrewdy been evac T Ve T X
atut was-delievered to the Commander of the g&rriaﬂa
and nt#l?‘ﬂ - ghe German’fenersl, with the remnsnts of the
trendered in the large air paid shelter in
s which the %Mcw&WQ v had been”
te - 318t ' ey the sarrender, tock
over Bhy duty [iépatral “the crea,

the o

On 4 April 1945, the 2d Bn 318th Ianfantry continued
mopping up the northeast secticn of tne city west of the
PULDA RIVER. In the moraing, the Pattalion crcesed the

(0-241037), c¢eptaring it intact and

.




establishing contact with elements of the 24 Ba 319th
Infantry at 1010. A drive was then initiated south along
the west bank of the river to establish contact with the
lst Bn 318th which was driving from the

the Qit:fu 4 N whaen e o Sy
elemegnts of this Battalion had advanced
énsbling the lst and 24 Bans to encircle

to positions

the remaining

BN} aca il B T aid ‘shelte - Sathey had sssem=-
bled. The Battalion remained in XAZSEL the remeinder of
the day.

.. The Jd Bn 318%h Infantry, supported by tanks from
the 7024 Tank Dattaliocon, continuned 1its drive eastward
down the main avenues of the city., House to house fighting
was carrled on and stiff resistence was encountered
during the morning until the surrender bty the gerriscn
commander, At 1440, the Battalion had gone through the
entire city from the west t¢u the east. Patrols were
maintained in the city throughout the night.

The ist Bn 318th Infantry, which had been sngaged
in stiff fighting in the barrscks ares in the socuthern

part of the city, by daylight of 4 April 1945, had cleared fﬁi%

the area and was prepared to sdvance north. The Purk
was cleared and advance was begun noerth along the west
bank of the FULDA RIVER. By ncon it had reached the i

il aRllay in wiaich the remnants of the gsrriscn had

“ make a lagt stand. At 1245, the clty was

surrendered and the Battalion continued northwsrd to make
contact with the 3d Ba., At 1510 orders were received to
relisve the lat Bn 319th Infantry east of the PULDA “ZIVER.
The Battailon prepared tc move cut tc the east and by
1800 had relieved the lat Ean. It remsined in this ares
throughout the night.

After bitter fighting throughout the nignt, the 1lst
Bn 319th Infantry had clearaed the vieinity of
(C-2399) bvefore 0320 and elemsnts were in the town of
4ALDAU. The advance was ccntinued north along the east
bank of the PFULDA RIVER to clesar out that area into ZA3SEL.
At Q0900 the Eatislicn was engaged withln that part of
EASSEL lying b At 0910, elenments of the
Battelion drove nor A conjuacticn with the 24 Bn o
contact clewents o0f the 318th Infantry at the vshicular
bridge (C-241037). . Contsct was made at 1010, Pockets
of resistence were eliminsted and prior tc 1830, the
Battalion was relleved by the lst Bn 318th Infantry and
moved to an assenbly area (C-260C07) ncrih of OOMIHATILL
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where it prepared to continue the attack to the east.

The 24 Bn 319%h Infantry, on 4 April 1945, continued 3
t0 clear the area northwest of PUTTUNHAUSEN, Prior to
1000, one company, in conjunction with elements of the
1st Bn, was sent to contact elementis of the 318th Infantry
at the venicular bridge (C-24103%7). Contsct was mede at
1010, The Battalion was then ordered to move northeast
in attuck on SANDLASHAUSEN. The town was taken without
oppesition. In _the ofte Crom the 3 S a8
S £ b L -;;;-- 'h A R0 ! ; ¥

6

: ' e This attaeck was
broken up by artillery fire snd at 1845, the Battalion
was relisved by the 34 Bn 317th Infantry. After being
relieved, the RBattalion asseumbled at (C=263031) scatn of
SANDEREHAUBEN,

The 3d Bn 319tk Infantry, in Regimental Keserve near
HILL 253 (C-280995), remained in that position until ike

evening ¢f 4 April 1945 when it went into an agssuwdly area
u*g (€-272010), southeast of PLITREIAUSLY,
preparaicry to Jjumpiag off in an attack to the cast.

Upon tne surrender of the enemy garrison in XASSEL
at 1245, the Division waee immediately prepared to swing
to the east. The southern Division boundary ran along
& line from WELLERODE (H-289%) to DOHHENBACE (C~0846).
The left flank boundary remained as it existed priorp to
taking TALUCHL on a north-scuth line approximately fifteen
kilometers west of KAS3EL. The division wgg on thg lait
flank of XX Corps «nd 35d Army, With elements of tne lst Dl/ Fusa
Army on the left and the T6th Infantry Division on the 7¢
right. Within the Division Zone, the 5d Cavalry Group 24 W&
was operating on the left flank, while the 317th Infantry
cocupied and maintained lew and order in the city of

»A-Jbult. 5 ”Pn’.b

L The 54 In 318th Infantry, vicinity of SANDERSHAUSEN,
jumped off at 0700, 5 April 1945, in sn attack to the :
northeast on the town of LANDWSHRHACFEN. At 1859, the
leading elements of the Battulion were at (0=-273048),
at 1000, the Ratialicn was held up by small a:me fire from ﬁ
the high ground at (0-29%059). At 1240, ensmy infantry it
and tanks were holding up the Bajts LoV !
=28000 K

yapoa

¢ positicnas on This nigh ground wers held and at 1%43

- E




——

the Battalion was reorganized and prepabted to continue
the attack to the northeast. During ine afternocon, ihe
Battalion was relieved by elements of the 69th Infesniry
Division, after which it moved to BETTEGHAUSZIN,

“ At 0530, 5 April 1945, the lst Bn 317th Infantry
moved from vicinity NIEDERVULIMAR tC close atl SARTERSHAUSEN
at 1240, where it remained for the night.

The 2d Bn 317th Infantry was relieved at US30 b
elements of the 318th Iafantiry in the vicinity of *HquG-
HAUSEN and moved to an sssembly area vieinity of RETTEN-
HAUSEN. At 1200, the Battalion closed inteo the new area
and remasined there thrcoughout the day.

on the moraning of 5 April 1943, the 24 Bn 319th
Infantry, in vicinity of SANDEASIAUSER, Jjumped off %o
the southeast in an attack upon HEILIGENRUDE. The
Battalion encountered swall arms and automatic weapons
fire in it's advance. At 1820, =2lements were inside the
town and the attack was being pushed from the west and
southeast in an encircling movement., At 1230, the resist-
ance within the town had besn cvercome and the town was
cleared.

The lst Ban 319th Infantry, ncrth of CCHSHAUCER,
was committed at 1205 znd hed reszched the town of GUTWIHD=-
HAUSEN (C=3002) at 133C. Here the attack was held up o
orders for tne relief ol the Reg 1I:nt. ' ing 3

e aTterno on, the Rattalion mcved to RISD,RKAUPUNGEN
and occupled that town and vicinity for the night.

At 0615, the 3d En 319tq In;antry muved to attack
the towna of HIEDEREAUFU and C AUFUNGER. ®K"
QL O ud‘dﬂdlnht 4qu“""“”‘ - &

T ‘ The company entered the town
at 1215 and one hour later reported it clesr of eneay .
"I* and "L" Companies moved egminst the town of CREREAU-
JUNGEN from the socuthwest meeting 31&11 arms flre from
within_tne town and at 135 ; ; :

7¥0e ohief threat by enemy tanke wes

e Xd =




0?&?80&0 by supperting firerﬁram {urvtank.destro;ara aqd

. 2 i AL [ D9 ; 4 5
Wa ordered mnd the uvAreab Was bruk@n ap. b) strafing. ﬁ}ifﬁﬂ i
The Pattalion remained in the ares near OBIRKAUFUNGEN |
tarcugacut the remainder of the day after having been 1
directed %0 hold up the advance and awalt relief by &

alements of the T76th and 69th Infantry Divisions.

The 318th Iafantry, ddriag the day of 5 April 1945,
geouplied KASS JL with elenents of the ﬁagiment also oceuping
ths uatldina ' g AIiQIu"fiW~wﬁ, LESH TE“? and
i\}huss TATSE e i e

kg i crmen anding “icer was
placed | ! 8ll troops of the 271lst Infentry
antil relief was completed.

o




SECTION I1
HMOVEMENT TC GOTHA
| C Appa , et
At 0001, 6 April 1945,” 1 was |
issued outlining the movemeni ¢ ¢ Divieion from ite
resent position vieinity of KASSEL, east te GUIHA ﬁwﬁmmﬂ“
53-0965)- The movement was to be made by truck over Tcu_,,mﬁ-‘-?'
a distance of fifty-two miles, G RGBT Gl B e Gy i‘@wﬁ

317th Infantry, 318th Infaniry, and 3l9iu
Division, apon its arrival west of QEENEM wes to go into
assembly sress and make contact with the 4th Armored
Division in that ares.

?he 317th Infantry, in an assembly area near BETTIN-
HAUSTLH, prepared to move on the morning of 6 April 1945.
The Regiment cleared the assembly area at 1030 and arrived
at the assembly aree vieinity BRUHEIM (J-9970) at the
following time: the 24 Bn, 20303 the 34 Bn, 2500j; the
lat Bn, 2400, Thne Regiment remained in this assembly
area throughout the night of 6=T7 April 1945.

The 318th Infantry was relieved of occupation within
KASSEL at 1120, 6 April 1945. Movement to the sssembly
area west of as made in covlumn of Battalions with
the 24 Bn leading. The 2d Bn cleared the area at XAISEL
at 1735. The 1lst Bn followed at 2145 and the 3d Bn
closed out at 2200. The movement was completed at 1000,
T April 1945.

The 319th

Infantr
Y -

lst Bn remained at NIEZDERKAUFUNGEN, The 24 Bn moved from
HEILIGENRCDE scouthwest to OCHSHAUSER where it remained
throughout the day and night. The 34 Bn, in OBERKAUFUNGEN,
remained there throughout the day and anight.

7 RPuL
The 317th Infantry, in assembly area vicinity of

BRUYEIM, on the morning of ril 1945, was notified to »
move tc the northeast of and relieve friendly units // A
in that area. At 0850, the Regiment commenced mcvement ,/”,
gnd at 1100, it was entering the new area. The relief of 99.
elements of the 4th Armored Divisiocon and 89th Infantry
Division was completed at 1700 hcours. At 2000, the lst

- Bn was in position vicinity of towna GULDBACH=-HCCHHEIN-
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WARZA., The 24 Bn to the east ¢f the lst Bn, was al
MOLSCHLERSN, The 3d Bn Jjust east of GUTHA occupied
the towns of PRIEMAR and PPERDINGCLEDER.

The 318th Infantry, having closed intc the ares at
YEOHERSTADT, was directed to move to the scutheast of
aoTHA end. relieve elements of the 4th Armored Divisicn in gnn
that area. MHovement tc the new area started early in the
afterncon and leading elements were in the new area at
1700. Relief of the 4th Armored Division elements was
completed by 2000 and at that time, responsibility passed 2l
to the 318th Infantry. The lst Ba wes in position vielnlty . uwhf, !
of WECHMAN, the 24 Ba in the vieinity of TUTTLETZN and wé
the 3d Bn vicinity of SIEBLETUH.

b Phe 319th Infantry, on the morning of 1 April 1945,
¥ was in assembly area ia the vieinity of HISDEREAUFUNGEN,
ORERLAUPUNGEN and OCHSHAUIEN. Movement of all Battalilons
$o the new assembly area began at 0930, with the 3d Bn
leading followed by the 1lst and 24 Bas. The 3d Ba closed
into the scuthern section of GUIUA at 2130, 1st Bn closed
intc the northern section at 0015, 8 April 1945, and the
24 Bn occupied the western section Of the oity at 0400,

- 15~




SECTION IiI
ROCVENMERT BAST FROM ERFURT TO CHEMNI®Z
¥ Apew
an 8 April 194%, Division began the attack to the _
sast whioh was %o result in the capture cf the cities of

AREURTY SLIEANS SRRy B, and which was tu carry the
Divislion 10 tne cutskirts of the city afm The
attack was made in conjunction with the I% ored Divie
sion with the axis along the Autobshn, which, despite

some major deamclitions by the enemy, centributed materially
10 the speed of the operation.

At this time, the Divieion was on the right of the XX
Corpe Zone, with the 76th Infantry Division on the Divi- XA
sions left and elements of the VIIT Corps on the right,

The 317th Infentry was on the left in the Division Zone 72*
and the 318th Infantry was on the right. The 319th
Infantry was in coeupation in the city of G0THN meine
talning law and order. The 80th Cavalry Reconnaisgance
Trocp, supported by elements of the 7028 Tank Battelion,
was in position ia the area between the 76th Infantry
Divisica and the 8Uth Infantry Division which was formed
by the establishment of temporary and permeznent boundaries
on the sncorth flsnk. The Bivision front extended from the
vielnity, one kilometer north of MULSCHLEBEN, to approxi-
mately two kilometers south ¢f the Autcbann near WECINAR.

On 8 April 1945, the 317th Infantry continued to
Geeupy its sector northeast of GUTHA. Bleuments of the
24 Bn advanced and seized TROUHTELIURN against scattered
resistance 1ln the late afterncon., Rlements of the 34 Bn
seized PFIRDINGSLEILN can the afternoocn of 8 April 1945
without mesting resistance. The lst 11T W LT N 0 S——
Regiuental Reserve, TISCEHEEY WEE' D D’

=1 Gg

411 ARG WOGaAs rthwest %-f%;;ﬁm535hﬁat ﬁolééti#é threat
developed Irom that area during the day.

The 318th Infantry maintaeined positions throughout
the day with a slight redisposition of lst mnd 28 Pa
elements. The 2d Bn moved elements in to cceupy the town
cf R2UTTLEEEN during the afterncon., The lgt Bn, at 13525,
moved one company from vieinity of WECHUAR to take the
high groand at (J-170585). At 1645, this company was
on the nigh ground at that point and had set up & road
block %0 control any movement on the KUUOBEHRS The 3d Bn
remained in Regiuental Reserve. :
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AY 0925, the elswents of the Retiment had completed
relieving elemenis of the PUEM YInfantry Division and the
4th Armored Divisloa within GOTHA and during & April 1945
continued to oceupy and pairol the city.

AR

Pa 9 April 1945, the efl"a forces, G

1
by GO
Division in the vicinity of @ was a divisional

1 i

» FGIJ"G

b

on the morning of 9 April 1945, the 24 Bn 317th
Infantry at LOLSCHLIEEN moved out prior t0 0530 in attack
to the north on the woods snd high ground vieinity of
HILL 405 (J-152752)s At 0530, leading elements of the
Battalion, with tanks in support, were in ESCHENBERGEH.
At 0310, the leading elemenis of the Battalion, meéting
wonly light resistance Lfrom suall arms fire, were advancing
toward HILL 405 4t 0920, HILL 405 had been taken and the
woods were clear, "G" Uompany continued to advance northe-
east on GIERSTADY and ELEINFAHNER, while "F" Company
advanoed southesst on the town of BIENSTADT. VE" Company
nad taken up positions on HILL 405. GIERSTADT, EZLLINFAHNER
and BIERSTADT were seized prior to noon, and at 1940,
the Datlalion was relieved by elements of the 76th Infantry
Division. After being relieved, it asseumbled st BIENSTADT
for the nighte

The 34 Bn 317th Infentry, on 9 April 1945, with
elements in the towns of FRIEUAR and PFERDINGSLUZEN, moved
eastward al 0540. At 0810, leading g ts @t :
gast of PP 1]

! i &

SRDINGSL

AV AFAD, ;eomp o a10 Nad cleared
the town 0f an BRI : p8. The Battalion
held up at this point, a element 80 occuping the

towna of TROCKTELBURN, PPERDINGSLEREN and NOTTLERIN.

The 1st Ba 317th Infantry, in Regimental Reserve,
remained in the vieinity of HAUSEN with elenments moving
to oceupy the towns of MOLSCHLEBEN and WESHATUIIN.

The 318th Infantry, én 9 April 1945, attacked sast

on limited cbjective. A line was established generally
north and south from GAMSTADT to SUZENRRUCKEN.
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On the Regimentel left flank, the 24 Pn moved eastward WAV'
at 1315. At 1450, "G" Company was west of GRABSLEEEN, _ ‘
while "E" Company was at (J-190630), west of GRUSSRETTRACH, '
At 1515, "E" Company had taken LEINRRTTBACH without
opposition and occupied GRUSSRUTTRACH shortly sfterwards.
GHABSLEEEN and COBSTADT were overrun and the Pattalion
halted with elements in thouse towns. Contact with the
317th Infantry at GAMSTADT was effected at 2145.

The lst Bn 318th Infantry, on the right, moved out
of position in the vicinity of WECHMMAR at 1330, 9 April
1945, to mdvance to the east. A% 1518, "B" Company took
WANDERSLEBEN without opposition. At 1745, the same -
company took APFEL3TADT against light resistance. At the
same time, "C" Company clearsd SUZENIRUCKEN agalnst light
opposition.

The 3d Bn 518th Infantry, in reserve, moved esst
during the day of 9 April 1945 from CIEBLETUE to STEBRRGIN
and remailned there throughout the day and night.

The 319th Infentry, in Division Reserve, continued
to maintain law and order in GUTHA on 9 April 1945, Rosd
blocks were mainteined and motor patrols were used within
the city.

The 80th Cavalry Heccnnaissance Troop, supported by
tanks, was relieved in the srea formed by the ftewporary
and permanent boundary lines on the Piviglion left flag
at 1900, 9 April 1945, ‘DEERE ( is unit, the

0 Apese
A% 1800, 10 April 1945, Pield Order Humber 2 was Flo 2
issued ocutlining the plan for ecntinustion of the Division
attack to the east. Thne plan provided for the 317th
Infantry on the Divisicns left to by~pass the city of
AEIM The 318%th

ERFURT and continue the attack towerds GRibiA
Intgntry, on the Divisions right, was to attack and clear
ﬂamd be prepared tc move the remainder of the
“Regiment as Division Reserve. The 319th Infantry was ‘to

move from Division Reserve to take up ths Division right

flank after the 318th Infantry had taken the towns of
seo LDl and BECHSTEDT-WAGD and to continue the atteck on X X

_ The Division continued %o cccupy the right flank .

of the XX Corps with the 76th Infantry Division on the 76
left of the Division and elements of the VIII Corps on

L]

e e e e
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the right. The 4th Armored Division was prepazred to pass mnp
through the Division Zone in driving an sarmored attack
eastward along the axis of the Autobahn.

At 0700, 10 April 1945, the 24 Bn 317th Infantry
attacked tev the east with "G" and "F" Companies on line
and "E" Company in reserve. At (815, the town of TUTTLESTADT

was taken and cleered with slight resistance. A% 03913,
the DPattalion wss reurganlzea and moved ln the direction
of SALUMENSBORN, At 1150, on & line froam (J-235732) to
(0=236725), the Battalion was receiving small srms Tire,
but the advence continued and at 1300, elements were
fighting in TIEPTHAL. A% 1305, the town was cleared and
elements of the Pettelion continued the sttsck towards
SALUMENSBURN, @GISPERSLEBER and KILIANI, At 2315, all of
these towns had been ocleared and the RBattalion remained
there thiroughout the aight.

‘- were taken intect at GlorgRolartNe

The 34 ®n 317en at SIMEERNSUFRA, on tne right of the

Regimental sector, attacksed at 0700, 10 April 1945, in the
directicn of ALACH and PRIZNSTIEDT. "L" Company was on
the left, with "K" Company on the right and "I" Company
is reserve. At 1150, "L" Sompany was at (J=-224705) west
of ALACH, "K" Company was aen HILL 301 (J-220695) and "I"
Company was cleariag the town of ﬁRIu§:¢hyT. At 1215,
wnen the town wae claared loadin’ _
were nearing ALAGH wherexias D ta :
At 1545, half the town was tasen and cleared, but a
stubborn enemy continued resistance thrcughout the night.
in the meantime, "K" Company, muving from HILL 301, cap-
tured and cisared the town of BIDIRILEISH,.

The 1lst Bn 317th Infantry in reserve, fcollowed the
advange Of the 3d Bn from its position near HAUSEN. At
2255, the Battalion clowed for the night in the vicinity
of SALCMENSBURN.

The 2d Ba 318th Iafantry, in vieianity of GRUSIRETTEACH,
at 0600, 10 April 1945 mwoved eastﬁards on tha town of
h .&IM- _' 09)&1 :_{':_ : a3 -y : U J"ZJ\,'EGQ)

ire 1 - & . An heur later, elementm of the ratta=
lion were flghting in SCHWIRA end despite a determined
resistance, had cleared the town by late afterncen. Wean-
while, one company moved acuth and seized FISCHLITEN at
1725 without meeting resistsnce. At this time, the
Battaxiun was reorganized to continue the advance towards

- 38




ERFHHT; FPorward movement was halted st dark and the
Battalion prepared positions st (J-290655) for the night.

on 10 April 1945, the 3d Ban 318th Infantry moved

esst from positions at SEEPRZRQEN and by 06Q0 hed passed
through the lst Bn vicinity of ArPULSTADY and SUZEKERUCKER
$0 ceontinue the attack on the right flunk of the Regiment.
9K Qompsny was on the left, "I" Company on the right and
"L* Company iu reserve. At 0900, elements of the Dattalion
right were in KORNHUCHHEEIM and advancing towards the town
ef TEUREY which was taken at J Cn the 1eft at C9C0,
elgments were B ap by mors R e Cire 4007

yards east of APPLLSTADT, but by Jy had succeeded in
overcoming the rezistance snd were entering the towns of
DIENTSNDURE and NOUDICTERDORF. At 1740, final reslstance

wEY ¥ Jin DIETENDURF and the
left flank of the Bsttalion coniinued to advance. At
2055, elements had advanced from RUCKHAUJSEN tou take the
townes of BECUSTEDI-WACD and TGSTADT where positions were
establisghed for tke night. '
10-11 RPae

The lgt Bn-318th Infantry, at APFILSTADT and 3UZEN-
BREUCKEN, after being pssased through by the 34 Ba, wss
directsd to attack to the sast in the center of the
Regimental Seectur. At 1805, the town of NMULEDURF was
taken and the Rattalion continued tc advance on the towns
of WALTERCLEBREN and MOZISBURG. At 2055, elementa were
in WALTEROLEEEN and had cleared the town by midnight.
At the same time, elements were moving to take HMUBISBURG
and at 0235, 11 April 1945, HOUBISBURG was cleared without
meeting resistance. e Battalion balted in the wvielnity
@f MURISBURG and WALTBRSLEREZN for the remainder of the
night.

was mopped up in the 11

At 0745, 10 April 1945, the 319th Iafantry was noti-
fied it would be relieved of the amission of maintaining -
lew end order in (REAJsnd tc be prepared at 1200 to mive
on one hours notice 1o support the attack tv the sast.

At 1200, orders were received tov move to an assexbly ares
vicinity GAMSTADT. The regiment moved out with the l1st
leading, followsd by the 24 and 34 Bns and by 13135,
the units nad closed intc the new asseably area. Two
hours later, ithe Regiment began movement 10 a forward
assembly area at LULSDURF and ZISCHLEBE¥. The lst Bn
closed into the aresa vicinity of MOLEDCRF at 2330. The
34 Bn clozed intoc the viecinity of CISCHLBEBEN at 23C0.
fhe 2d Ba cloged inte vieclaity of HOLSDORF at 00135, 11
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April 1945. The Regiment remained in the new asaambly
arsa for the night.

The 24 Bn 317th Infantry, in the towns of GISFERSLEBEN
and XILIANI, on the moraing of 11 April 1945_continued )
fighting %0 c¢lear the towns. At 0725, g eUlRiase ;

against the 2d Bn positions was launched from the C

of ERFURT. The Battmlion withstucd the attsck withmut 'S
loss vf ground ané with the lst Bn 319th Infaniry on thev
right, succeeded in repulsing 1t wilh severe lossss 10 /
the enemy. At 1320 fighting still continued in GISPER-
SLATEW and XILIANI, but later in the afterncon the towns
were clearsd and the 24 Bn moved, st 1955, into positions
on the high ground ncerthwest of XIRSPLEHENW. The Rattalion
oceuplied the towa ana surreunding srees throughout the
ﬂightc

A% 0500, 11 April 1945, the 1lst Bn 317th Infantry,
negr SALCMONEBORN, commenced movement to GIZPEESLETREN,
After alding the 24 Bn in repelling a ccunterattsck
vicinity of GISPERSLEEDEN, the Battalion reorganized
and at 1320 entered the town tu help clear it. After the
town had been cleared of enemy, the Battalion remained
there throughout the night.

The 3d Bn 31T7th Infantry, on the right of the Regi-
Vmental Sectoer, wes still fighting in the towas of BINDUR-
v SLEBEN and ALACH., By 1130, BINDERSLEREN hed been cleared
» and at 1400, after stubborn resistance, ALACH was free
v of enemy. At 1830, orders were received to clear the
~ town of MARPACH where s fTansticsl enemy wes repoicted
v/ holding the town. "E" Company was 1n ¥ARPACH clearing

the town at 2230 snd continued fighting tarcughout the
night. AY C045, the Battalion had taken up positions

for the night northeast of GISPRASLEREN in the vieinity
of (J-3C8739 - J-325750), where it remained for the nianht.

The 24 Ba 318th Infantry, on the left of Regimental
gector, moved to the nirth from BISCHLEREN at 0600, 11
April 1945, and at 0705 it had advenced approximately
g8 mile against gunll arms fire. At 1215, the Battalion
with "g" Company on the left and "P" Company on the rigsht,
had £ its waj to a pusitiun in tne TO0 south of

#as'huri@d at Battalion
The attack was repulssd

p&;ifioéé—(J;BGBGTO'? J~3lﬂa79 .
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and by 1900, the Battalion had consolidated its positiocns
with elements in HUCHHZIM. At the close of the pericd
the positions were maintained scuth of ZRPURT and in
HUCHHEIM for the aignt.
The lst Bn 318th Infantry, in the center of the
Regimental Sector, vicinity of MORISBURG and WALTSRSLEBEN, &

at 0430, 11 April 1945, moved cut in an attack to the
Jjortia, During the morning, 1

ERFURT and

S

Forward movemen r the night.
vn the Regimental righti, the morning of 11 April
1945, the 3d Pn 318th Infantry attacked to the north.
At 1230, leading elements were at (J=339646) south of
MELCHENDCORF. At 1350, leading elements had advanced 400 V/
yarde svutlbesst of MELCHINDURF, With the mission to cut
communication lines to ERFURT the drive was continued to
the north. At 1702, elements of the Battalion were in
the towns of DIZTELSTHE , L had

B .
Little resistance had : ! 0 o at
these points, ‘ P
_ 3 . 4unn
Cn the morning of 11 April 1945, the 4th Armored
Pivision began passing through the Division. GCne Combat 49

Gomzand passed north of ERFURT and the cther Combat Command
passed south along i E1GLE

The 3d Bn 319th Infantry moved from RISCHLEBEN at
0700, 11 April 1945, to take up the left flank of the
Regimental Sector. At 0910, & halt was msde at E0STATT
to permit elements of the 4th Armored Divisidm to pass.
At 1400, the Battalion, advancing on RHCDA, was south of
WINDISCH=-HOLZHAUSEN, The attsck on RHLDA was made at
1540 and ten minutes later sll resistance had cessed.

> In quick succession, the towns of HUONCHENHCLZHAUSER,
OBERNISSA, SOHNSTEDT, BECHSTEDTSTRASS and JTZPERG were
caplured., After capturing the latter town, the Battasliocon
remained in this viecinity for the night.

A% 0700, 11 April 1945, the lst Ba 319th Infantry
sdvanced to the east. At 0910, the Battalion was in
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BECHSTEDT-WAGD and preparing to continue movewment toward

the towns of XETTRACH and HAZR. At 1310, elements had

tazen uhTTBﬁLH and HAZHN and were advancing ovn EICHELBCEN.
The Rattaslion continued to advance along the axis of the
Autobdhn and prior to the close of the pericd, was asszembled
in PCSSE RF (J-5166).

The 24 Ban 319th Infantry, in Regimental Reserve,
moved to BECHSTIRIT=¥ALD at 1100, 11 April 13945. At 1200,
the Battalion entered CCHELLRODA meeting only slight opposi-
tion west of the town, At 1700 motor movement was made %
to TROISTEDT (J-4766) where the Battalion remeined during
the niwht. Patrole were sent 1o contact slements of the
355th Infantry at GUT NDORP, on the Division right flank.

The 319th Infantry prepared an ultimatum addressed
tc the Commanding Ufficer of the WEINAR garrison requesting
surrender of the town by 0830, 12 April 1945, or the town
would be destroyesd by artvillery.

4 ; 12 AP 1 _ " 5
Cn the morning of 12 April 1945, the 24 Bn 317th ppu
Infantry recedved orders at 0905 to move to WEIKAR and L
relieve the 319th Iafantry, by-passing =11 resistance
enrcvute. At 0940, the Battalion was enrcute by truck

to NIEDURZIVNERE, with advance elements already detrucking

in that towa. At 1430, the 319th Infantry was rslieved

and the 2d Bn remalned in WEIMAR with the missicn of

Y ‘maintaining law an¥® order.

The 34 Pn 318th Infantry, ate (J=308739 - ~-329750)
northeast of GISPERZLEBREN, with "K" Conpany et MARBACH,
¢ontinued the attack on ERFURT on the of 12 April
1945, During the merning, sells bt at
1430, the Pattalion wae encuuntering igs 1 E

ey P




z i Jd=311715). By 1830, the Battalion
i 1€ .y and ie contact with the 318th Infantry.
Maanwhile, "K“ Company had clesred MARBACH in the morning
and at lZOL Was auvancliog towards ZRFURT from the north-
: i L3 alsgcd, but the Compeny stubbornly

advanced and oy a'e afterncon was within the city. At
1915, organized resistance ceamsed and the Eattalion moved
to an assewbly area north of ERTURT.

On 12 April 1545, at 0930, the lat Pn 317th Infantry
attacked frow ite positions at GISPERSLEREN. At 0835 the-
leading alementa at (UA299725) were undergoing amall_arma

3 : At 1430 the
empo of fighting inereased within the city., At 1445,
contact was made with elements of the 318th Infantry at
(J=3117c6), but fighting still continued in the 1lst Bn
sector. At 1605, the Battalion wae notified to dissngage
itself znd entruek for movemesnt towards JERA (J-7082).

‘At 1645, the Pattalion, in assenbly area aorth of EZRFURT,
was entrucking and at C040, 13 April 1945, closed into
EOTSCHAU (J-6369) where it remained for the night.

The 1zt and 24 Fns 318th Infantry jumped off in
coordinated attacks on ZRFPURT at 0630, 12 April 1945.
The 2d Tn on the left, at the cvatskirts of EREFURT and in

HUCHEIM, moved forward against resistance til C755 at n“_t&W”r

which time 1t wae held up to allow t to make a
strike ¢ 116 ,Ariiiatanee in the ocity. Three hours
later B ALy had brosn anddricd, At 1200, the Patta-
lion wes on line in the southwest portion of EEFURT and
driving north on the east bank of the stream. At 1835,
the elemenis were advancing against cnly slight resistance
in the vicinity of (J-291690 - J=308690). At 1845, cne
company had penetrated to (J-304696).

The lst Bn, on the Hegimental right, advanced ¢n the
scuthern section of the ecity. At 1100, the elements of
the a~(:<,ion,wera subjected to

1l & got (J-321618

25, @ bridge was teken intact at (J-325659), thus
enatling trocps # At 1735, contact was
mades with the 34 En th Infantry, bul the enemy had

been overcome in thail srea and at 1915, all organized
resistance in the city cesased. The 1lst and 2d Pns cleared
the entire city of the enemy and remained in the city
daring the night.
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The 38 Bn 318th Infantry, in the vieinity of DITTELITADT,
URICE and RBUSSLEBEN, on 12 April 1945, meintained positlions-
cutting off the escape routes to the east and scuthesast.

In the morning, elements moved north on LINDLRDACH and
AZMLENSDORP. Those town were cleared by 1325 snd the

Pettalion remained there throughcut the dsy and night. kgaﬂwv
' e v A
on tho morning of 12 April 1945, the 319tk Infaniry u},ﬂudb’
prepared to assault the city of WEINAR. The wltimatum wo®

which had been deliversd to the garrison commander was to
expire at 0900. " The 24 Bn, near TRCISITLELY on the mornlng
of 12 April 1945, asdvanced northeast towards *UIVAR with-
out meeting oppositions At 0915 the Battalion relieved

Bbhaaoner CL QI TEID O g —A4% )
G945, T were av (0-496685) dand by 1325,

the Rattalion wes in TRIUAR whieh had survendered uneon=- ﬁieq
ditionelly. The town was cleared and at 1430, the Fatta- b

L I
lion was relieved in cccupation of WEINAR by the 2d Bn W W
317th Iafentry.  ‘Preparaticns were made to Jjoin in the » ]
attacs © A% 1945, the Pattalion was moving into
the town Of GLUSSCHFARIAUSEN (J-6366) where if remainsd
for the night.

Phe 1st Ba 319tk Infaatry, on the moeraing of 12
April 1945, sgsombled in DUSUERDURF prepared 1o advance

on WEINAR, but st 2945 it received orders tuv move by ' %ﬂ

truck to attack At 1510, the leapding elementc WeIre
paseing through NLIDEASYNDERSTRDT (d-6C6Q) and at 1700,
the Battalion hud resched GUITZEN where it detrucked.

Movemsnt on foot wes mude tu the vicimity of DUBRITSOHIN el

where & halt wes made for the ni
encountered » SENINEFFTESlGEOE
and after ecetablilenlag &
this sres for the night.

ght. leading elements
el )y -5776¢67)

T deiense, remalned in

The 34 Bn 319tk Infantry, on the aorning of 12 April
1945, moved to ULLA (4769), closing into that town at
0945. Orders were received tov atiack , . The EBattali.n
moved by motor convey to HEIDERSZNDERSTEDT closing at

1615, 12 Aprae

The 13 April 1945 found the
319th Infantry pouised to atiack
dinated attack was to be made with the 317th Infantry
striking from the north and northwest and the 319th
Infantry from ths west and soutnwest., The attack was set
for O0730.

th Infentry and the

i B e

,_.Il"'"""',-r-—-—ww\
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The lst Pn 317th Infantry was st ECTSHAU (6369) and
the 3d Ban was in the vicinity of (J-680690) where it had
spent the night. When the attack began, stiff enemy
small srms, sutomatic weapons and basooke fire was mst,
The %4 Bn was ordered to oross the CAALE RIVER and pro-
ceeded %0 do 8o, crossing at the Combat Commsnd "B"
bridge (J-726695) at 1400. It fought south along the
ggst bank of the SAALE RIVER and by 1350 had crushed all
resistance in that part of JENA sast of the SAALE RIVER.

lesnwhile, ihe l1st ﬁn;had_aeizaﬁ_anﬁwheld all high _
ground GOBEERTIREG JENA from the aersigand northwsst to .
cat off escape routes X - seclor. :

The 24 Bn 319th Infantry was assenbled at DUBRITCHEN
(J=63%64) with patrols out to the flenks of a road block
at (J=-676681). This Battulion was ¢ Join the attack
from the southweat.

9th

ﬁnen the attae&ybe;

@l : iy Y
reaiatsnae on taa west bank of the SAALE RIVER and had
entered JENA., Thaet part of JENA, west of the SAALE RIVER,
was clesred and the Battalion set up security and poelice
gauards until relieved by the lst Ba 317th Infantry at
2200. Without rest, the lat Bn 319th Infantry immediately
moved east MEMENEEYtc wssemble at TUFFEIN (E-QC62). The
24 Pn halted the atiack when the lst Bn entered JERA., It
then proceeded to an area vieclaity (J-T731605) by foot and
there entrucked toward an sscembly ares at (K-0l60Q).

The 8U%h Cavalry Reconnsissance Troop reeunnuiterad
in advance of the 317th i oE . .

) ' £ * flahter in vieinity
825725) . lose of the day, reuunnuitering t0 the
east in the zone where the 318th Infentry wae to sassemble,
the troop had reached arsas at (3-853715¥Vané (J~825€8L)

yed east 1o
M Jd~391615),

At 1445, the 5@ Bn 319tn Infantry g
(E~037641), made

preparations to take GERA \K—u662)
&
The lst Ban 318th Iafmtry, until relieved by the }‘”s
241lst ¥Field Artillery Battalion, continued to guard
important installations at LRPURT (J-3170). After being

- 26 -
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relieved, it made ready to entruck east at (140630). |
The 2d and 3d Bns remszined in assembly area in ZRFURT . ?
(J=317C) until 1700, &t which time they moved to a teme- ¢
porary assembly area in vieinity (J=7170).

The 24 Bn 317th Infantry continued to guard important %
installations and maintained law gnd order in YEINAR : b4
4 Aptae

The 319th Infantry, on the 14 April 1945, had continued
it's rapid advance east and at dawn, after an ultimatum %
to surrender had been refused by the city's garriscn, -
was in a pocsition to assault GERA (K-0460). The 18t Bn
had assembled near TUFPEIN (K-0062)., Rlements of the 3d
Bn were sssembled in the vicinity (K-0262) and were pre-
ared to attack from the east. The 24 Bn, assseanbled at
?K—OlSO), were prepared to clear the woods and advance
from the west.

The 905th Field Artillery Bn and the 315th Field
Artillery Ban fired twenty-one missions in preparation and
the Iafantry began t¢ advaance at 0900.

The lst Bn 319th Infantry, reinforced with "C" {8
Company 7024 Tank Bn and one platoon of the 81lth Tank
Destroyer Ba (8P), moved sgeainst an enemy threat reported
by the 315th Pield Artillery Bn, but fai{sd 10 contact
the eneny.

The 3d Ba 319th Infantry, moving east agsinat scat-
tered but determined resistance [EOM Sasll STroups,
able to enter that part of GERA (K=0406( ¢ of the
WEISSE BLOTHR RIVER and crush all reaistance before noon.

ijowever, the 24 Bn 319th lafantry ran into very
neavy resistance from determined, dug-in iafentry in the
wouded approach to the city. Artillery fire was dirscted
on the spots 0f resistance. The 315th and 905th Field
Artillery Bnse fired thirty-eight missions on this area.
Pinally the astubborn resistance was eliminated and the
Battalion was able to enter that part of GERA weat of the
#1838 ELSTER RIVER.

All resistance in §lAdended by 1300 and the 319th
Infantry was ready tov move east. It was decided to leave
the 54 Bn 319th Infantry in GS5RA, with the responsibility )
of maintaining law and order and patrclling the surrcunding )




vicinity until the 317th Infantry could be brought up as
relief.

The 1lst and 24 Bns 319th Infantry, with their sup-
porting elements, were prepared to pursue the enemy at
1700. The 24 Bn moved to a forward assembly area vicinity
(R=-3658), arriving there at approximately 1945. The lat
Bn moved to¢ vieinity (E-2756). The lst Bn was directed
to attack CHIMMITSHAU (K-2758), while the 2d Ban was to
clear GLAUCHAU (K=-3958).

At 1300, the 1lst Bn 317th Infantry left JBNA (J=T7065)
to relieve the 3d Bn 319th Infantry at GERA (E-046).
The relief was effected at approximately 23%00. The 24

"Bn performed the important duty of poliecing WEILAR
(J=5172) until reliesved by them At 1800,
it moved by truck to the vieinity o - 1%), south of

the Autobahn, for the purpose of clearing the woods
northwest of GERA. The 3d Bn remained on patrol in JEEA
until relieved by elements of the 5th Ranger Bn at 2200.

While the 319th and 317th Infantries were sc¢ engaged,
the 318th Infantry continued the lightning advance east in
the wake ¢f the 4th Armored Division. It's motor march
was organized in a column of Fattalions, with 34 Bn leading
and the 24 and 1lst Pns bringing up the rear., The lst Bn
moved from WRFIURT (J-3C69) at U630, rejoined its Regiment
and traveled approximately one hundred and four miles.

The 3d and 24 Bne 318th Infantry left from vicinity of
(J=-722692) and covered approximately fifty two miles.

Only scattered resistance was encountered by the coclumn.

The largest town passed through was EISENEBERG (J-925715),
which was cleared by 1U00 and occupied by the 318th

Infantry untlil elements of the 3d Bn 319th Infantry assumed
the reeponeibility for law and order in the tcwn. The 1lst
Bn 318th Infsntry had the additiovnal mission of establishing
prisoner of war enclosures and evacuating prisoners enrcute,

JS “r‘lt‘ ZNIC"' ub\)i‘”’
On the 15th April 1945, the 318th Iafantry, benind ‘g,g/4 M
the 4th Armored Division, continued tc advance rapidly F7037

to the east in the ZWICK-MULDER RIVER bridgehead. At
the close of the day, in sccordsnce witﬂP
M rlens were in progress for the relief of tne ermor

in the Regimental Zector.

At 0810, 15 April 1945, the 3d Bn 319th Infantry
moved out to attack MEZRANE (K=9260)., Ho cpposition was

- B8 =
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met, hence the mission was conpleted at approximately £
0930. The Pattalion remained assembled there as Regimental
Reserve., ‘ :

The 2d Bn 317th Infentry resched the detrucking point
at (J-B891616) at approximately 1230 end immediately
proceeded to wourk through the large woods northwest of
GERA (E-~0562 T sis
the g 0 7

o suvtered registance was reduced
“Battelion then proceeded to BAD XUSTRITZ
; 38 1o investigate the woods in

- . swns of KLOUSTERLAURIT (J-9065)
and TAUTENHAIM (J-9366) were cleared by 1910,

The lst Bn 319th Infantry was at the gates of
CHIMMITOSHAU (¥~-2758) ready to attack at dawn. At 0210,
the 315th and the 905th Field Artillery Bns commenced
firing fi in j

the acvance a8 sharp engagements last
of the day. ] However, the dete:
the town &nd all but HEEINEETH
eliminated. by 1200,

The 2d Bn 519th Infantry alsc experienced great
difficulty in performing it' is 0
(£-3958) . s oS

(amon

i8 y sircng 1
deiensive posiilion located in the center of town was gl
knocked out only with the greatest difficulty. BElements

of the 702d Tank Bn =nd the 8llth Tank DestroyerBa (SP)

in support, fired at buildings at puint blank range to
successfully knock out enemy stroang pointas. By nightfall,’

the 24 Bn had cleared all but the southeast sscticn of

town where groups of fanatical Nazis fought.

The 3¢ Bn
of cecupying &
(E-2758) to reliev
was begun at 1916.

th Infantry, relieved of it's duty
(J-T7065), moved by motor to GRINVITSCHAU
e the lst Ba 319th Infantry. The relief

The 1lst Bn 317th Iafantry continued to cccupy GERA
(£E-0460), gusrding important installations in the vicinity.
Security was provided g 8 (K-031656) snd (J-891615).
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On 16 April 1945, the Divisicn continued to reduce
‘points of resistance, relieve the 4th Armored Division Ljhﬂ@
in the ZWICK-MULDE RIVER bridgehead and prepare for an
attack on CHEMNITZ (E=-5359).

The 518th Infaniry moved spproximately twanty milen ‘
east to relieve the 4th Armored Division in its sector
and deploy for the attack. The lst Bn 318th Infantry
became the Regimental Reserve and remained assembled
at (E-585690). It established liaiscn with tn;w;wﬁnu
In_antry vn_the north and Reity of &2 N

1Eaoe

The 2d and 3d

; ¢ AR (E~561672), relieved
the 4th Armored Division in th Reg imental Sector at 1557.
The 24 Bn moved to high ground on the north sector and
established outposts, while the 3d Bn moved t¢ high ground

- on the south secior and kept contaot with the 319th
Infantry. '

The 319th41n;antry moved by motor to sn aasembly
‘area at LIMBACH (E-5263) to effect relief of the 4th
Armored Division. The relief was e fected at approximatdy
1515 and a Regimental Command Post was established in the
vieinity of PLBISSA (K-5461). The lst and 3d Bns relieved
elements of the 4th Armored Divieicn in the ZWICK-MULDE
RIVER bridgehaad and deployed for an attack in the arsa
west of CHBMUITZ (K-6359)e. The 24 Bn, cleared GLAUCHAU
(K=3958), moved at 1630 to essemble at PLEISSA (K-5461)
and become the Regimental Reserve.

Defore the attack on CH_UNITZ, a fierce artillery
concentration by isic

if the terms were refused. The 905th and the 315th Field
Artillery Pns fTired prior tc the negctistions. At noon,
the fire was lifted, but resumed again &t 1625 when the
ultimatum was 1gnureu. Division Artillery and supporting
units fired forty six miseione to lay the ground work ,

¥ for the Infantry. It uontinuad_haﬁmerln avay until the
Infantry was ready to assault GHENNITE.

The lst Bn 317th Infantry remained at GERA (E-0561) ]
maintaining law snd crder there and in adjacent areas.
The 24 Bn was at BAD KOSTRIN (X-0166) with a 8
missicn. Rlements from this Pattalion RS
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Ul discovered in the woods vicinity (J-944647).
ikewise had a similiar mission at GRUMMITSCOHAD .

(K“'2852)t ‘ iy
M ATY 3T a2
In addition %o perfouraming routine duties of maintaining
law and order in the Divisions Zone of advance, the Division
continued to cocupy and improve positions surrcunding
CHRYXITZ (¥=6350) on the 17 April 1945,

While the 1lst Bn 318th Infantry remained ass:mblad
as Regimentsl Reserve at (K-585690), the 24 and 34 Bns
continued to improve their respective positions in the
H ZWICE-ULDE RIVER bridgshead. The 24 Bn patrollsd the

north sector, while the 24 Bn patrolled the south seotor,
The perimeter, fluid in nature, extasnded from (K-440660)

- to (¥-490605) and the vieinity of (K-610570). Patrols

, . gonstantly probing for the enemy, sntersd DRAISDORY , gﬂﬁ
- (X=6366) and took sevsral prisoners. @«' 3
| R & o
Y

1

The lst snd 3d Bns 319th Infantry were reliesved of
regponsiblliity in their asssigned sector ty elements of
. the 4th Arrmored Division &t 1800. The Battalion was
: assenmbled and mede rsady for ths ordered movenent. The
2d Bn remained at PLEISSA (E-5461) as the Regimental Reserve:

: Hewnwhile, the 1lst Bn 317th Infantry continued to
f i guard important installations in 07RA (K~0561) and Ybridges
k \ in vieinity of (¥-031656) and (J=291615). The 24 2n
- patrolled the town of BAD X TN (K-0166) and guurded.
ol i at (J-944647).
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SECTION IV

MOVEMENT SCUTH AND : s
QCCUPATION OF NUREHNBERG
¥ Rypaic
The Division, on 18 April 1945, having received
orders tc move 10 a new assembly area northeast of BANBERG %ﬁg

(02648), in the vicinity SCHLESWITZ (03658), worked A
furiouaiy to complete it's relief by elements of the 76th @M~Fv
Infantry Division and the 4th Armored Division. At 1310, )W
Pleld Message Number § was received by all the Division

anits., It designated the route of march west on the

Autcbann to ERFURT at the intersection of Highway Kumber
4, thence south on Highway Number 4 tc the vicinity of
assembly area. The motor march was 1o hein i
# Combat Team 319 I e lead, fullowed by

¢ Team 318, Combat Team 317, a serial made up of
Headgquarters, Slignal and attached elements, and one
compoaed of service units bringing up the rear.

Combat Team 319 was completely relieved at U035
gnd immedistely started tv close., At 1508 the leading
elements of Combat Team 319's motor serial had crussed
the XX Corps Initial lreint, intersection Route 40 snd the
AUTOLAHN~ERFURT (K-460579). The motor march invclved a
movement of approximately 190 miles. i

By 0650, the 417th Infantry had relieved Combat Team .Qf’
8, Combat Team 318 closed in and made preparations for ﬁlL’
he mctor march. The XX Corps Initial Foint was crossed

Combat Team 317 having been relieved during the night
by elements of the 76th Infantry Divisiocn proceeded to
close into the vicinity of (J=045655).
la RyrIL

At 1030, 19 April 1945, Combat Team 319, at the
completion of its long march, closed intc its designated
assembly area east of BANBuRG (02648) in the viecinity of
SOHELSTZ (03558). NaISA (03450) was chosen as the Regi~
mental Command Post. The lst Ban cucupied LOHNDURF (C3751).
The 2d Ba took over MELKENDURP (U3669) and the 3d Bn
moved to LITIENDURF (U3650). The 24 Bn wae given the
mission of entering BAVESAG and maintaining the necessary

3@ b
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patrols therein. A joint mission was given to the 30th
Cavalvy Reconnaissance Troop. By 2215 aad 24 Bn had
occupied the east section of the city ana, together with
the 80th Reconnaissance Cavalry Troop, had initiated
security measures, '

Combat Team 318 completed its motor march at 1315 and
remained assembled in the vicinity of PEULENDORF (03655)
as part of the XX Corps Reserve.

Combat Team 317 had followed and was closing in on
it's new assembly area, vicinity EHRL (C3760), late in
the afterncon. _ "

- Zo Ayric

0n 20 April 19

The men were given @ -
carry on msintenance of equipment.

The remaining elements of Combat Team 319, at 0730,
began entering BANBERG (02648) and touk the necessary
steps for preserving law and order. The elements of
the Combat Team were able to rest, re-equip and reorganize.

_ Combat Team 317 remsined assembled in vicinity of
EHRL (0376V) utilizing the time for concurrent training,
resting and re-equipping the men. Blements of the Combat
Team occupied and maintained law and order in WURGAL
(04058), BURG:SAN (U3960), SCHLAPPENREUTH (03858), and

/BUunLLsmq (03659). - B
. " — ,@mﬂ B
- Slensite of Tean 3 i to FApays = |

Infantry Division and ey |

ay i
ents of the

; the. o At 1200, the Combat Tea
[ by I mile trip to effect the relief
The relief was started =t 1830. :

Meanwnile, Combat Team 319, in BAMBERG (02648) and
Combat Team 317, in vicinity of EHRL (C3760), maintained
leaw and order, reorganized snd conducted tactical training
of the trcops. 2

zT AP ' o

Combat Team 318, on the 22 April 1945, continued to
patrol the eastern section of NURNFERG (T4200). Food
rivts and disturbances wsre ¢ 2 L2W &I rae
restored, by Ponr witasl g

For ; it oRkr. v £ = - W




2 o

saedag. Tn it's area, all ocutgoing
¥y road blocks. Some 2200 displaced

&

persons were taken into custody and turned over to the ' oD i
proper authorities to prevent any looting or ocutbreaks. hﬂ bﬁgb’
. I LA
By 1250, the 58th Armored Field Artillery Bn had : |
relieved Combat Team 319 at BAMBERG (02648) and preparaticns :
were made at once for Combat Tsam 319 to move to NURNBERG
4200 ‘ lice the western part of the city, Combat )dgﬂqf

e 7 at NURNBERG (T4200) ’7"3  Dud
¢ next ds ) . gponsibility for the
western section of the city at 180C.

v

Combat Team 517 assembled in vicinity of ZHRL (03760)
and prepered %o move to NURNBERG (P420C) to aszume the
responsibility for oceupying the center of the city. The
movement was completed and the Combat Team completed the
relief of the ¥ § at 1430 the following day.

OLE ]
AX Coxp Kes .

vo the 22 April 1945, the entire Divieion reverted
to the X TV
o 23 —417 APt |
During the period from the 23 April 1945 to 27 April
1945, the Division remained assembled in NURNBERG (74200).

The missicns ordered were %0 maintain law and order, W
« enforce milltary law, prevent locting, enfurce carfew, > ?Q_
evacuate digplaced perscns to camps & 24410 d 9(!'“
20472950;, : at >
U47295C) and cerry on technical and tacticsl training.

tat above ell, the men were given a needed rest, an

/ oppourtunity for rehabilitaetion and tiwe for care send
¢leaning of their eguipment after their strenuous march
aast,

; DParing this pericd, other elements of the XX Corps,
taking sivantege of the discrganization of the eneamy,
continued the lightning drive southeast from NURNBELRQ,

While the enemy did resist lccally in towns and Cecaslionally
from key terraln features, it became apparent that he was
becoming weaker and less capable of any aetion other than
tefensive and that camlculeted risks, whiech may have

proven disasterous when the German Army wee less teriore-
at I; 5 1 £ Fhere Lo

somewhere in the vicinity of the German-Austrian border.
A5 RPRIL

On the 25 April 1945, preparetion was made for the
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pdDivision had established. e
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/// The motor march wes &
g =

§EQTIUR v

QMMITHMENT AT REGENSBURG
AND ﬁah ISAR RIVER PRIDGEHEAD

2y ﬁ’ﬂﬂw

At 0200, 28 April 1945, Field Messss mber 3§
setting forth the plans for moving the D,viaion to @
forward assembly area south of REGENSBURG (U-1845), was
distributed to sll units of the Division. The plan
provided for the 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop to
move gut at 0600 and secure the assembly sarea near
ABRA ji 6). The motor column was orgsnized into
. n order of Combat Team 318, Combat Team LN
arters and attsched unite and Combat Tesm )
317. Vehicles of the 13th Armored.Division and the Q" ;
4049, 3903, and 3393 Quertermaster %rucking Companies
furnished the transportation. The first serial was
directed to cross the Initial Foint at (1-470975), scuth
of NURNRERG, at 0900,

The mission as set forth in Jie o gr. 3
called for the Division to attack southsast owing
elements cf the 1§tn Armured Division. B i AD

: Combat Team 317 was directed to remain for the day
in NURNBYRG (©-4200) as the Division Reserve and to move
to the forward assembly aream the following dey at 1700.

imately fift

owever, it coversd an exb - rl wnich
was heavily over taxed wili Fentlia pricrity mllitary
traffia. . .

: The B8Cth Cavelry Reoaﬁnnisaanee Troop crossed the
DANUBE RIVER, vieinity of ABPACH (U=1546), at 17530. Tae
24 Platoon reconnvitered and closed intuv the vicinity of

TEUGE (U=1355415). The 3d Plstoon performed a similar

mission at THALMAGSING (U=240445), while the 1lst Flatoon
rezched SAATMAUPRT,
~N

Combat Team 318 crossed the Iaitisl Point (T-A?LQ?b)
gt (913 and cleosed inte thEIsLlﬁa (3«2952) at 240.

Combat Team 3169 NURHRCRY g 200y
bat &3 ] i _v,ffWaﬂ 8till
enroute : eam 517 remmlned in NURNBERG

(7-42090) as Divisicn‘ﬁeasrve.
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-~ Combat Team 317 moved by motor from NURNRERG (T-4200)

29 ppun

¢n the 29 April 1945, iumedlately upon the arrival of
Combat Team 318 at the forward assembly asrea at CHERITLING
(v-2052), the 80th Cavalry Reecnnaissance Troop was
assigned the mission of reconncitering southeast in the
sector of advance., The 2d and 3d Platoons reached (U-348260)
and (U-376156) without msating any reaistancu. Three
hundred priscners, inalucing a7y i SRl and his
gtaff, were taken. o W e

Gambat Tesm 318 moved by motor behind elements of the %hpm
13th Armored Divieion. The lst and 24 Pne advanced \

approximately thirty miles to the vicinit
(U=4523) and stopped only because FRE

'the Combat Team Fegérvs.'

At 0940, 29 April 1945, Cumbat Teum 319 closed into
an sesenmbly area near DUNZLING (U-2041)., The Intellegence
and Reccannaisssnce Flatoon inmmediately reconncitered
routes south. The 1lst and 3d Bns, in column, initiated
movement south by shuttle, Light resistance was met and
the advance wag rapid. At the close ¢f the pericd the
3d Bn had reached the ISAR RIVER near ESUFKBACH (0-3010)
L had occupied nL 3 (¢~29u9) The 1lst Bn
3 E ; VA a4l

8 3 The 24 Bn remaincd
assembled as reaerve in vicinity of DUNZLING (U-2041).

at 1000 and closed at XUFERING (U=-2647) as Division Reserve

At 2340, 29
to establish a Hrids : t %
Priority was glven'“roupa 01 this Ccmbat Tesam to pass ce
through the limited bridgeshead held by Combat Command "R |5‘ﬁ9
¢f tie 13th Armored Tivision.

‘Team %18 was ordered
& on the TSAR RIVER.

The 305th Zng
Yhe croseing by b
179th Engineer Combat Bn
to constr :

éd to support ﬁQ
while the \4@5"‘

preperatory

The lgt Bn Combat Team 318 immedistely moved by motor
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y -30 A 34 With "A" and *B" Companies abreast,
the Battalion set cut on an advanes sovuthwest along the
goutk bank of the river and aomfletbd ite nm

per Qd, 'tho forward sl&m&nts of the 5attalion'ha& reached
the vicinity of (U=535159).

The 2d Bn Combat Team 318 began crcssing the ISAR
RIVER immediavely behind the let Bn and completed the
erosaing at 2137, 30 April 1945. A reorganization was
completed and the “attai cn, moved south to (U=-600155).

The 34 Bn Cambat Te&m 318, at 2200, followed the 2d

Bn in the At tne close of the period,
the crosa ] "I" and
nK" Compenies on the and the

remainder of the Rat

Mesnwnile, Combat Team 319 cleared the north bsnk of
the rivnr 1n the Pa%imantgl_SQcto It rounded up tha

P 3
// i : tnaau of tna atream and the diffieultiaa
in. quiehly constructing & bridge, it was decided to cross
" %he Combat Temm in’ o

- Combat Team 31T moved at 13530 from its assembly ares
at KIPCRING (U=-2647) to an aanegbly ares in viecinity of
WEBICHBH PEN (U=4523%). "E" Qompany occupled the north bank
of the I3AR SIVER opposite DINGULFING (U=5014) and prepared
to support the attack to be mude by Combat Team 318.

The Divisicn Artillery in support of the crossing
and in preparation for the attsck on DINGL LEING (U=-5014),
fired twenty three missions.




