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HEADQUARTERS 05T PIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION -

. AP0 # 80, U. S, ARMY
o, : % Octeber 194k -

SUBJECT: Unit History for Month of September 10Uk,

T0 ¢ Cemmanding General, 80th Infentry Division, APO #80, U. S. Army.
| (Attention: Division Histerian)

1. TIrensmitted herewith is Histery of 905th Field Artillery Battalioen
for month of September 1944, in complisnce with paragraph 1, Change 3, AR 3U5=105
and Memorandum #6?, Headquarters &0th Infantry Division, dated 24 August 1944,

For the Coemmending Officer; : :
WILLIAM M. GOSMAN
Maj 905th FA Bn
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UNIT EISTORY FCR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 194l
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, c/o POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

l. Originsl Unit: :
a. 905th Field Artillery Battalion.
t. Orgsnized 15 July 1942.
ce Orgenized at Camp Forrest, Tennessee.
ds Authority fer ergsnization = General Order Neo. 1, Headguerters,
g0th Infentry Division, dated 15 July 1942.
e. Persennel ebtained by draft.

2+ Chenges in eorgenization?
7J0 & B 6=26, dated 16 June 1944
Lese ground crew helper - 521 Basic
Gain Mechenic = 747

3» Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted:
a. 1 September 1944 = 34 Officers & Warrant Officers= 466 Enlisted len
b. Net Increase - 3 0fficers - 1l Enlisted Men
ce Net Decrease None
d. 30 September 1944~ 37 Officers & Warrant Officers- 48U Enlisted Men

4, Statiocns:
a. Arrived in France 6 August 1944,
be In France during entire menth of September, 194k,

5« Marches:
‘as Purpese: All marckes during August were for the purpese of changing
positions te support the tactical situation.

1 September = Leuppy-Sur=Chu to 1 mile east of Frense-Au-ilont = 33 miles
roads good = weather clear.

2 September = Frense-Au=-ilont to 1} miles east of Aulnals=Lous~Veritzey =
32 miles = roads excellent = weather clear,

4 September = Aulnals=—Sous=Veritzey te 2 miles NW. Toul = 15 miles =
roads poer = weather, rainy.

5 September = Moved inte Toul = 2 miles =~ roads good = weesther clear.

14 September = Toul te 2% miles west of Belleville = 20 miles = roads geod =
weather clear. \

16 September = Belleville to 2} miles north of Leisy or § mile south of
Atton = 9 miles = wazther rainy = roads poer.

6. Cempaigns:
a, Moselle River,
b. 1l September to present.

c. Esteblishment of bridgehead on Moselle River,
d. Commending General, 3#d Army.
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UNIT HISTCRY FOR MONIE OF SEPTEMBER, 1944 (Continued)

905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, c/eo POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

7« Battles:
1. The Enemy:
1 September - A mission of reinforcing the fires of the 3llUth Field
Artillery Battalien was accomplished by the 905th Field Artillery Battalion, by
undertaking the direct support of the First Battelion, 318th Infantry which was

& marching in advance guard fermation on its objective, vicinity Jeisy-Soug-Les-

: Cotes. Two forward observers were disposed by our lisisen officer with the First
Battalion, 318th Infantry, one with the lesding company end the other with cemmend
group, réady for employment as the situation demanded, The plan supplied continmiems
ebservation by centinueus air recennsissance for landing stripe clese te the advance
guard battery. Only light resistance was met.

2 September -~ Having hed their mission chenged to direct suppert of the

319th Infantry, the 905th Field Artillery Battalion went inte a position ef readiness
vicinity of Jeisy-Sous-Les Cotes.

4 September - Charlie Battery of the 905th FA Bn, moved out with the
mission of direct suppert of the 3d& Battalion, 319th Infantry, which hed the mis—
sion of attacking Toul. The battery supplied twe forward observers operating under
the centrel of the battery commander who kept command liaisen with Commending Officer,
Zrd Battalion, 319th Infantry. The plane alse furnished observetion by air recen=
reissance for forward strips clese te pesitions selected by the battery. While the
3rd Battalion teek Toul, and crossed the Meselle the remainder of the 905th FA Bn
meved up to occupy positions within supperting distance.

5 September = The 905th FA Bn supperted an attack on Fort Gondreville
and Fort Villey Le Sec. Observation was furnished by forward eobservers with easéh
company and the liaison plane operating under battalien contrel. The enemy estimated
as & battalion, holding the forts as an outpest line in fremt of the Fort de Hays
fryeirated the attack.

6 September = The attack was resumed with the same type observation for
the artillery, but despite a relling barrage furnished the southern company attacke
ing Fert Villey Le Sec assisted by a pleteon of tenks, the attack s2gain failed. Dur-
ing the attack a battery of 155 mm guns pounded the fort with little effort.

1 September = The presence of considerable enemy artillery caused the
installation of a flash base by the 905th FA Bn te supplement the ferward ebserver
facilities, This picked up several eneumy instesllations but did net succeed in get-
ving a definite enemy battery lecatien.

10 September = The enemy having abandened Gendreville and Fort Villey
Le Sec, the 3rd Battalion, 319th Infantry advanced to those points.,
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UNIT HISTCRY FOR MONIH OF SEPTEMBER 19ult
QOSTH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO # 80, c/o POSTMASTER, NEW YOBRK, N.Y.

7» Babtles2
1. The Enewy (Continued)

11 Sepiember = The ¢peration of artillery forward observers in suppert
ef & reconneissance in force to the east of Gondreville is described in the report of
the 8-3. -

: 14 September = The 219th Combat Team having been made part of a task
force te clear the Fort de Heys, the 905th FA Bn cressed the Moselle to furnish clese
support.

15 September = The 3rd Battalien, 319th Infantry meved forward as first
battalion in a column of batteliens, one observer with each of twe companies in the
line under centrol of the liaison officer with the battalion. No enemy was encountered
and in the middle of the forest the 319th wes ordered te rejoin the 80th Division scuthe
east of Villess en Hays. Having been sssigned the mission ef reinforcing the 314th FA
Bn, the 905th FA Bn, furnished & liaison officer and three forward observers te the lst
Bn, 319th Infantry to werk with the 314th FA Bn, then in direct suppert of that Battelion.

16 September = Early in the morning, the 1st Bn, 319th Infantry sustained
an atteck vicinity Leisy on the east side of the Moselle which was frustrated by artil-
lery fire. The 1st Bn, 319th Infantry then attacked toward Les Menellee and the lst Bn
218th Infantry attacked toward Morville, permitting the 905th FA Bn te take pesitions
vicinity Leisy.

17 September = During the course of the attack the 905th FA Bn, had its
mission chenged te direct suppert of the lst Bn, 319th Infaentry and the lst Bn, 318th
Infentry reinforced by the 315th FA Bn and 176th FA Bn., The 905th FA Bn then provided
liaison and ferward observers te beth batisliens.

18 September = The 319th Infantry received the mission ef attacking St.
Jure Raircourt end Norniny and the 905th FA Bn te previde direct suppert. This attack
did not succeed and th¥ 319th dug in on the west of the Sulle River. During this time
lisison officerw and forward observers were wired '‘in, a flash base was established, and
a rigid surveillance schedule provided for air OP's. The OP's engaged themselves in
ebserved counter battery and interdiction while the ferward observers harassed forward
eneumy infantry elements that exposed themselves. This situation obtained for the Te=
mainder of the monthe.

2« Action:

1 September = The 905th FA Bn was in general suppert reinforcing the
fires of the 31U4th FA Bn with 2 special mission of dirbet support follewing the 1lst Bm,
of the 318th Infantry. Around noontime the mission was changed to a direct suppert mise
sion ef the 219th Infentry, advancing on its objective in the vicinity ef Jouy=Sous=Les=
Cotes, We formed 2 part of the 319th CT and this CT was held up by slight resistance
and blewn bridges acreoss the Meuse River and Chauvonceurt.
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: UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1944 (Centinued)

905IH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, c/o POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

2. Action: (Continued)

2 September = The 319th CT resumed their mission and teek the ¢bject-
ive in the vicinity of Jouy=Sous=Les=Cotes. Here the CT put out outposts and the

905th FA En assumed a defensive pesitien to support the 319th Infantry with artillery
fire on three sides of its sutpests. :

4 September « The 3rd Bn, %19th Infamtry meved and attacked Toul with
Charlie Battery, 905th FA Bn as the advance guard battery; the restof the Bn having
left its defensive peosition moved forward to take up positions in the vicinity eof Toul.
Toul was secured and oupested with the assistance of artillery fire from Charlie Biry,
which fired on enemy installations en east 8id® of the Meselle River csmeing heavy
cesuczlties,

5 September = The 3rd Ba centinued te advance te 2 new objective at
Gondreville =nd Fort De Villey Le Sec. The attack was supperted by the 905th FA Bn
concentrations on call by ferward observers with each company. B Biry was displaced
te the east side of the Moselle River to give clese suppert in advance of the Infaniry.
This displacement teok place by ferrying the battery across the lMeselle River meving
only twe guns et & time sc¢ that the meximum smeunt of artillery suppert ceuld be given
at any time., The attack was not successful because of well dug-in fortifications.
The 3rd Bn fell back te its previously dug-in pesitions.

6 September = The 3rd Bn, 319th Infentry, was agein assigned the mission
of taking the towns of Gendreville aznd Fort Villey Le Sec. This attack wes supperted
by & coerdinated relling barrage fired by the 905th FA Bn and planned cencentrations
en suspected locations of enemy troops. The attack was also supported by Biry A,
273rd FA (155 mm Guns) firing on the fort and at lecations suspected of centaining
enemy artillery. The folling barrage was centrelled by the forward observers with
the twe leading companies. The fires were also contrelled by air observation from our
liaison plan (We €U~J). The attack was net completed by darkness =nd the Infentry sgain
fell back to their previously occupied pesitions. The fort itself was very well con-
structed, of great thickness with meny pillboxes.

7 September = No change in mission. Batteries moved to alternate pesite
ions because of enemy artillery shelling. B Btry was brought te the west side of the
rivery Additionsl artillery wee received and added to the direct suppert artillery's
plan (905 FA Bn). The additional battery wes the 73lst FA Bn (155 mm guns). The 905
FA Bn set up four long base observation posts for the specific purpose of intersect=

ing on enemy artillery. Although the base itsplf worked very sstisfactorily fer obser-
vation snd checked out on many tergets, we were unable to discern any enemy ertillery
or pick up the flash of enemy artillery. : T

10 September = After receiving little er no fire from enemy positiens on
the 9th, the 3rd Bn sent out patrels this morning end were able to get inte the towns
of Gondreville and Fort Villey ke Sec. Btry B was moved to the east side of the river
go that they could be in clese support of the advancing Infantry.

’ e
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UNIT HEISTORY FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1944 (Continued)
O0RTH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APQ #80, c/o POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N, Y.

2. Action: (Cemtinued)

11 September = An excellent illustration of how infantry, tanks, and
artillery cen be welded inte an effective fighting team eccurred near Gendreville en
11 September 1944, L Company 319th Infentry, then helding & line just east of Gondre-
ville, was ordered io send a pleteen of infantry, reinferced by two medium tanks, te
make a reconnaissance in force of the enemy line then on the east side of the Feret Le
Bois. An artillery forward observer accempenied the patrol while snether remained at an
OP in the vicinity ef the company CP. The patrel meved forward with artillery and scon
encountered machine gun fire which pinned the plateon dewn. Direct fire by the tanks
and en adjustment relayed by 536 from the forward ebserver with the plateon, permitt¥#d .
the plateon to start withdrawing as planned. A few moments later the artillery observer
at the OP noticed machine zun sguads and rifles moving up on the flank end rear of the
plateon. The plateon was netified, an adjustment was fired from the OP, and the ensuy
was liquidated. The plateon returned, having accomplished its mission without casualties.

12 September —~ To obtain long range herassing fire when long range artile
lery was being used elsewvhere, the G05th FA Bn adjusted on a distant base peint = & 90
mm AA Bn. This adjustment wes dene by a limison plane, and numerous missiens were given
the AA Bn for firing during the night. These missions were harassing missions to be
fired only when net firing sntieaircraft.

14 September = The 905tk FA Bn moved east of the M selle River te be in
clese suppert of an attack which was te be launched at 0600 15 September. The BP end
check point adjustments were completed befere dark.

15 September = The 3rd Bn, 319th Infantry meved forward with the attack
through the FToret De Haye on to Nancy wikhout firing a shot. However, the 905th FA Bn,ves
prepered for clese support, having its forward observers with the leading elements of twe
companies in column and the lisison officer with Infentry BEr Commander . Radie Communi-—
cation was used throughout; however, wire was laid and was never more than 150 yards be-
hind the leeding elements. Wire communication wes not used because the attack progressed
very rapidly. By noon the 3rd Bn, 319th Infantry had advenced through the Feret De Haye,
where it was relieved by a Bn of the 35th Division. The 319th Infantry was relieved, in
order that thsy could rejoin the 80th Infantry Division. The 319th CT, minus 2nd Bn,
moeved to a biveuac position Se Villers-En-Hsys, where the 905th FA Bn teok up pesitien
te reinfor ce the fires of the 314th FA Bn. Liaison Officers and Forward Obssrvers were
detailed to the uvnits on the Line.

16 September - In the early morning an attack was mede by the Infantry
at which time they repulsed several counter-attacks. The Infentry moved sufficiently far
in their attack to permit the 905th FA Bn to cress to the east bank of the Koselle River
and be in direct support of the 1st Bn, 319th &nd the lst Bn, 318th, whe were pushing the
attack to Les Minelles and licrrille Sur Seille. The 905th FA Bn were also te reinferce
the fires of the 314th FA Bn. The position taken to aecomplish this missien by the 905th
FA Bn was sopth of the town of Leisy.

17 September -~ Bhe 905th FA Bn, te better accomplish its miesien took
up positiors S8 of the town of Atton. The center azimmth of the Bn 2t that time being
DECLASSIFIED en the primary mission of direct suppert of & Ba of the 318tk and

' 0i7 +'eived reinforcing fires from the 176th (4.5) guns) end the 31l4th
Authority NND TB5CIT_~ zers). The attack progressed very slowly, the Inf. gaining the high

By ED NARA Date 3-23°0 lgon Hill, Atton, snd the High ground at St. Genivieve,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR WONTH OF SEPTEMBER 194% (Continued)
GOSTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APQ #80, c/e POSTHMASTER, NEW YCRK, N. Y.

2, Actieon: (Continued)

18 September =-The mission of the Infantry changed te that of seizing
Sts Jure, Rencourt, and Nemeny, thereby changing center azimuth of the 909th FA Ban te 800.

15 September = The sector of the 319th Inf now extends seme 10000 metersas
The azimuth of the 905th FA Bn changed to epprexzimately 1200. The reinforcing Bn of the
176th was relieved and in their place we received the support of the 775th (4.5 guns).

2l September = To better accemplish eur mission, 2 firing batteries wers
moved to positions north of Atton, and the CP just SW of Atteon.

23 September - At this point, the Infantry having made several attempts
to seize their objective and being met by very stiff resistance, the Reght was instructed
to dig in until the division made further advances in the South. Receiving these instruce
ticns, the gun batteries dug in completely all of their howitzers., All men dug fox heles
and covered the fox holes in numerous ingenious methods. The Bn Cp and FDC were beth

dug in and camouflaged, as were the instructions. The situation remzined unchanged through
out the remainder of the menth. :

Total of ¥ prisoners of war captured during August.

€. Cemmanding Officers in sll engagements during September?

Battalion Cemmender ¢ Lt Col Jchn W. Browning.
Headquarters Battery: Captain Charles W. Herrison
Battery "A" § Cgptein Charles L. Kimzey
Battery "B" : Captain Charles C. Miller, Jr.
Battery "C" : Captein Joel B. Stephens
Service Battery: Captain Lester H. Salter
fiedical Detachment 3 Ceptain John 5. Bogacz

9. Losses in Action:?

&8s Battle of France,
" b. Nemes, type of casmalty and dates

Pvt Joe C. Morgen, 35437854 Btry "A" XIA 1 Sept U4

Pfc Corneilious Wiley, 35434659, Btry "A" KIA 1 Sept Ul

Pfc John B. Russell, 37666831, Btry "A" B0 1 Sept 4

Sgt William Murphy, 35386428, Btry "A" SWA 1 Sept 4b

Pvt Frank W. Floyd, 33332193, Btry "4A" ILWA 1 Sept 4u |
Pvt Victer C. Gregz, 35459617, Btry "AY LIA 1 Sept 41 :
Tec 4 Pao Toninate, 37026401, Btry "B" SWA 6 Sept MU

Pfc Virgil Clark, 3472965, Hq Btry, KIA 10 Sept 4k

Pvt Albert Janov, 13177525, Hq Btry, KIA 10 Sept 4k

$ Sgbt Hugh R.Martin, 34125578, Btry "C", LIA 12 Sept Uk

S Szt Lucas S. Brass, 33236360, Hq Btry, MIA 10 Sept 4l

Cpl Kenneth A, Pearsen, 37211631, Btry "C", KIA 18 Sept 4u

Pyt Maurice G. Lodge, 332198W:, Btry "C', DOW 1€ Sept 4k

Teg'5 John F . Murphy, 33294627, Hq Btry, INA 19 Sept Mh

L

DECLASSIFIED D. EIXON, 01184667, Btry "C", INA 20 Sept M4

, | .|Rich, 32076072, Btry "B", LIA 27 Sept 4i
Authority NND 350171, gnodzrase, 35770535, Hq Biry, SWA 29 Sept MY
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 194k (Continued)

m
90STHE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APQ #80, c/o POSTMASTER, NEW YORX, ¥. Y.,

10. Former and present members who have distinguished themselv

None .

1l. Photographs of personnel, Importent scenes or eventst

None.
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