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EEADQUARTERS 905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/O POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N.Y.

1 March 1945
SUBJECT: Unit History For Month of February 1945.

T0 : Coemmanding General, 80th Infantry Divisien, APO #80, U, Se Army.
(ATTENTION: Division Historian)

Trensmitted herewith is the history for the month of February 1945, of this
Battalion, in accerdance with the provisions of paragraph 1, Ghange 3, AR 3U5=105.

9

For the Commanding Officert \D&*ﬁw\w
WILLIAM M. GOSMéMAM
Mejor, 905th FA

1 Incl: Ex and S-l1
Unit Eistory for Month of February 1945,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH COF FEBRUARY 1945

"905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALICN
APO #80, C/0 POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

l, Original Unit:
as 905th Field Artillery Battalien.
b» Orgenized 15 July 1942.
cs Orgemized at Camp Ferrest, Tennessee.
G» Autherity fer erganizaetient General Order Number 1, Headquarters, &Oth
Infantry Divisien, dated 15 July 1942,

2» Changes in erganizatient -
Reorgsnized in accerdance with Tables of Orgenization and Equipment 6=25,
6=26, 6-27 and 6-29, dated 27 September 1944, effective 12 February 1945,
with an autherized strength ¢f 34 Officers, 2 Werrant Officers and 473
Enlisted Men.

3« Strength, Cemmissioned and Enlisted:

2, 1 February 1945 = 35 Officers & Warrant Officers U460 Enlisted lien
b, Net Increase - 6 7 " "
ce Net Decrease = Nene None

de 28 February 1945 = Y41 Officers & Warrant Officers U467 Enlisted Men

4, Statiens: Menth of Felruary 19U5:

a. Arrived in France 6 August 194k,
be 1 February Commend Pest at Gilsderf, Luxembeurg (88.4=U1,9)
1/25,000 Map of Luxembeur g-Germany
5 February Command Pest at Bettenderf, Luxembeurg (590.8-=12.8)
1/100,000 Map of Luxembourg and Germany
17 February Cemmend Pest at Reisderf, Luxembeur g (95.5=11.7)
1/100,000 Mep of Luxemwbsurg and Germany
2l February Battalien crossed the berder inte Germany, Cemmand Pest
at Kewenig, Germeny (96,4=U46.7) 1/25,000 Mep of Germany
24 February Cemmand Pest at Lahr, Germany (96.3-5043)
1/25,000 Mep ef Germany
25 February Cemmand Pest at Niederrader, Germany (99.1-54.5)
; 1/25,000 Battle iap, Germany
26 February Cemmand Pest at 700 Yards Southwest of Altscheid, Germany
(03.4=58.1) Battle lap, Germsay

5: Marches:

All marches during February were for the purpese of chenging pesitien te
suppert the tactical situatien.

All Cemmand Pests at tewns mentiened:

H February Gilsderf, Luxembeurg te Bettenderf, Luxembourg, 2 miles, weather
Taining, reads fair.

17 February Bettenderf, Luxembeurg te Reisderf, Luxembeurg, 3 miles, weather
Cloudy, reade fair. %

21 February Reisdorf, Luxembourg te Kewenig, Germany, 6 miles, weather clear,
rsads fair, -

»DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND T3 ‘c;z =
By ED NARA Date G-23-0




.-

UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Centinued)
905THE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

5e Marches: (Centinued)

24 February Kewenig, Germeny te Lahr, Germeny, 3 milee, weather clear,
reads fair,

25 February Lahr, Germany te Niederrader, Germsny, Y miles, weather clear,
reads fair. ‘ :

26 Fedbruary Niederrader, Germany te 700 yerds southwest of Altscheid,
Germeny, 5 miles, weather rainy, and rezsds peer.

Totel distance travelled menth of Februery was 23 miles, during which the
Battalien cressed inte Germany.

0, Campeigns:
a. DBattle of Germ »
be 15 September 1311 te present.
cs Te conguer Germany
d+ Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditienary Ferces.

7+ Battles:

l. The EnﬂW‘

1 February - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion centinued in direct suppert ef
the 319th Infaniry Regiment. The 10th and 5lst Armered Infzniry Battalions eccupied
the line while the 319th Infemtry Regiment was in a rest area near Mersch, ZEnemy
artillery wes light threugheut the peried. The heaviest concentratien reperted was
ten reunds in the 1l0th Armered Infantry Battelien area during the merning. Mertar
rounds harassed the same area, The firing batteries of the 313th and 315th Field Arti=
llery Battalionswere shelled during the afternecen. Small groups of enemy infantry
were observed in the vieinity ef the enemy's main line ef resistance. One mertar pesi-
tien was ebserved and adjusted upen by a ferward ebserver. Patrels found an alert
eénemy using flare and whistle signals zlong the Cur River and determined that numereus
pillbexes were not menned. An observation pest reperted enemy hersedrawn vehicles
and treeps meving frem the seuthwest inte Obersgegen. :

2 February = Patrels indicated slight sctivity in the vicinity ef Bettel. Ap-
Proximately thirty reunds of mertar fire fell in the infantry secter betweem 2200 and
2300, Three priseners ef war were taken by "C" Cempany, 10th Armered Infantry Batte~
lien. Infentry outpests attested to the effectiveness ef harassing fire in Hesderf.
4 few enemy troeps were observed in the vicinity ef pillbexes scress the Qur River.
The only indicatien of enemy treeps meving inte eur sector wes a repert that forty
men were moving by truck ascress the Our River at Vienden early in the evening. Infantry
elements indicated pillbexes were lightly held with enly three-guarters ef them cccu-
pied. A considerable increase in flare activity wes neted. Several rounds ef esti-
mated 150mm artillery fell in the infantry lines in early eveming. At 2000, "B" Com-
pany, 1lOth Armored Infentry Battalien advanced te take Hesderf. One ertillery ferward
ebserver was with the cempany.

3 February = Hosderf was taken at 0520; nineteen priseners were taken; and the
enemy lest twelve dead in the eperatien which teek place as the 2nd Cempany, 915th
Begiment was relisving the 5th Company. Priseners of war indicated that framtic

.ff).E cLA§SIiTIED rough the use of flares te get artillery fire en our treepe but
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Centinued)
905TH FIELD ARTILILERY BATTALION

7+ Battles: (centinued)

te ne avail. Light mertar fire fell in Hesderf during the eperation and centinued
threughout the day. Patrels eperating in the vicinity o¢f Bettel reperted an alert
enemy with flesres and whistle signals in evidence aleng the entire frent. Vehiecular
traffic was ebserved south of QObersgegen, Hight prepagenda missions were fired. One
prisener reperted hearing prepaganda breadcasts en the previeus day. Mine fields have
caused casualties te friendly persennel. Several reunds of smeke fell in Fuhren in
the late afterneen. :

4 February = Enemy artillery was generally inactive througheut the peried.
Harassing fire wes received in the 10th Armered Infantry Battalien sectér in the
afterneen., Seme activity was observed areund pillbexes. The 3rd Battalien, 319th
Infantry Regiment teek over frem the 10th Armored Infantry Bettalién in the evening.

5 February = Enemy artillery fire increased but the heaviest cencentratien re-
perted was twelve rounds. Six prepagenda missions were fired, being directed at the
915 VG Regiment, 352 VG Division. Prisenmers indicated the lecation of infantry hew=
itzers near Semerich and seven men with ene nen-commissicned officer in each of seven
bunkers between Gentingen and Ammeldingen, Patrels inspected the area adjacent te
the Our River for appreaches te tank 2nd persennel cressings,

6 Februery = Enemy artillery fire incressed threugheut the peried. Enemy teonks
end infantry were ebserved in Ammeldingen. Adjustment wes made en the tanks with
good effects The heaviest cencentratiens ef artillery fire were received in Hesderf
and southeast aleng the Qur River, A shell repert team was established in a ferward
pesitien te eperate during future eperations. Observers were equipped with ever-
printed maps =nd eblique azerial phetes ef the areas te be covered. One ferward b=
server was with each rifle compeny. Final preparations were made for the assault of
the Siegfried Line neer Wallenderf. Five prepagends missions were fired on tewns
across the Our River and sleng the river banks,

1 February - Prier te the attack, which meved ¢ff at 0300, the artillery fired
a preperatieon and counter-battery,., Accempanying fires were started at OY30 and cen-
tinued until 0530 at the request of the liaisen eofficers. The Qur River was cressed
at twe peints by beat after attempts te build a bridge failed. The 2nd Battalien
crossed in the vicinity of Hesderf; The lst Battelion cressed abeut one theusand
yards zbove the junctieon of the Our and Sauer Rivers. By 0420, "F" Company was nearly
acress and shortly thersafter, "C" Cempany was reperted acress. The swiftness of the
current hampered further eperations. Beats were swept away =nd the cressing wos de=
leyed. Light and mederate artillery fire increased te extremely heavy cencentratiens
of enemy artillery fire. The 1lst Battalien was a2ble te meve te a pesition on the high
ground west of Wallenderf. Small arms end artillery fire wes received from the morth
and nertheast. A counter-attack was reported in midmerning but interregatien ceuld
not cenfirm it. The 2nd Battalion met with larze cencentrations of ertillery amd
autematic weapons fire, Nebelwerfer fire was received in Kleinmreisdorf and Hesderf.
Twenty-three prissners were taken frem the 915th VG Regiment and 1352nd Artillery
Regiment. The prisoners reperted that they had turned in their excess smmunitien en
instructieps that they were te be relieved. The relief never arrived
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

g February - Enemy artillery and mortar fire was heavy throughout the peried. "E"
Coumpany attempted to move personnel azcross the Qur River in boats but the operation was
hampered by heavy enemy artillery fire. The 3rd Battelion remained in the vicinity of
Kleinreisdorf as no bridge was constructed. A one hundred round concentration of Nebele
werfer fire was received on the high ridge to the front of the lst Battalion. The air
observation post reported an enemy column of fifty men moving seutheast of Niedersgegen.,
An sttempt in the aftermoon to cross by the 3rd Battelion met with heavy machine gun
and artillery fire. Our units which had infiltrated to the crossing site withdrew,
Pillboxes on high ground above "A" Company were occupied and possibly used for artillery
observation pests by the enemy. Enemy infantry of company strength were reported dug
in on the high ground sbove "A" Company. Eleven prisoners were reported from the H5th
end 6th Companies, 915th VG Regiment end 2nd Company, 36th VG Regiment which was to re-
lieve the J15th Regiment. One prisoner from the 36th VG Regiment reported heavy casu=
alties in his unit while moving inte position.

9 February = Znemy artillery was active throughout the sector. After an unsuce
cessful attempt to cross the Our River, the 3rd Battalion returned again to Kleinreise
dorf. Priscners from the 36th VG Regiment indicated that as the tacticel situatien
changed their unit merely reinforced the 915th VG Regiment., Priseners reported that
casualties from our artillery fire was heavy., "F" and "G" Companies moved without
opposition to reinforce the lst Battalion. Supplies were flown to the lst Battalion
by liaison planes of the 80th Infantry Division Artillery. Prisoners reported leca-
tions of Nebelwerfer, mortar and artillery continued. Seven pillboxes were czptured
by "E" Company and four more were destroyed. Prisoners showed little interest im
cerrying on the fight., The largest concentration of artillery was two hundred rounds
in the town of Hosderf, :

10 Fobruary - Prisoners teken during the night of 9-10 February indicated decim
meted units; identified elements of the Hth Parachute Division in reserve; and gave
artillery and Nebelwerfer locations. ZEnemy harassing fire was heavy throughout the
Sector. Self-propelled 155mm guns fired directly on pillboxes with excellent effects
thirty prisoners were obtained by such meens. Heavy traffic was repor ted moving south
between Lahr and Huttingen, A counter-attack of pletoon strength wes reported by "G"
Company. Artillery fired in support, At the end of the period the 319th Infantry
Regiment had one hundred prisoners across the river and were awaiting transport
facilities to move them to the rear,

11 February = Enemy artillery and Nebelwerfer fire continued to heress our in-
fentry elements in the vicinity of Hosdorf and Wsllendorf. The largest concentra=-
tion reported was forty rounds. A reported counter-sttack in mid morning could not
be confirmed. Groups of thirty to fifty eneny infantry were reported meving south
from Lshr, Hemmerdingen, end Cruchten. Direct fire weapons operated agzinst forward
elements of the lst Battalion. Observation indicated that the eneny was shifting
small groups from one pillbox to another. Prisoners tolen were from the 352nd, 212th,
and 9tk VG Divisions and they stated that units were receiving reinforcements from
rear areas.,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
909TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

12 Februery = The 3rd Battalion crossed the Our River at midnight. A few rounds
of light artillery fire haressed Wallendorf and the vicinity of Hosdorf during the
moraning. "L" Company advanced through heavy smzll arms and ertillery fire znd cape
tured several pillboxes. "E" Company moved to assault pillboxes northeast of Ammel-
dingen. A%t spproximately 1200 Hosdorf received a heavy concentration of estimsted
150mm artillery fires. One hundred snd thirty nine prisoners were tsken by infantry
elements, Units identified were the 57th, 116th, end 915th VG Regiments.

13 February = "K" Company moved to its objective northeast of Ammeldingen but
met light small arms fire and heavy artillery fire. "I" Company moved eut later to
the same vicinity and met with little resistance, Considerzble horse-drawn and motore
ized treffic was observed in the vicinity of Freilingen. One hundred and eight pris-
oners were tcken in the dsy's operations. Locations of artillery units were secured
from the interrogation of the Battery Commender, 5th Battery and the Forwerd Observer,
4th Battery, 1352nd Artillery Regiment. Concentrations of troops and armored vehicles
were reported approximately fifteen thousand meters merth of our present front lines,
Enemy artillery fire was heavy and consistent throughout the period. "K" Compeny was
counter-attacked in the evening by a force estimated at company strength, The enemy
was repulsed.

14 February = Epnemy artillery and mortar fire continued heavy throughout the day.
Nebelwerfer fire was received in the early morning by elements of the 3rd Battalion.
Activity in the vicinity of the 3rd Battalion was reported as s counterattack und was
accompanied by artillery and small arms fire. Several missions adjusted by forward
observers stabilized the situation. Another attempt by the enemy to advance from pille
boxes to "K" Company position southwest of Niedersgegen was beaten back by small arms
and artillery fire. There were some reports of infiltration in the forward sreas.
Twelve enemy guns =nd batteries were fired upon by the battalicn. A one hundred round
concentration was reported on leeding elements of the 3rd Basttelion. Movement of groups
of enemy infantry was observed from ground observetion posts. The largest group was
one hundred men moving to the west., Pillbexes were teken under fire by the 155mm selfe
propelled gun attached to the 905th Field Artillery Battalion, Some pillboxes required
forty rounds before crumpling and yielding prisoners. "K" Company attempted to clean
out pillboxes north of its sector but were forced back by fierce resistance after tak=
ing one pillbox. BEnemy officers in some of the pillbexes fanatically urged their men
to resist., In other pillboxes the enemy showed a definite tendency to give up the
fight. Fourteen prisoners were taken. :

15 February = Enemy artillery continued to harass our forward positions. The
herassing fire was constant on Wallendorf during the evening. Our air observation
post zdjusted upon seven guns =nd one Nebelwerfer position with good effect. Horse=
drewn wegons were reported passing through Niedersgegen during the early evening.

A prisoners from the 1352nd Replacement Battalion reported that one of our artillery
concentratipns on Huttingen on the evening of 11-12 February reduced the number of
replacements he was teking from the rear to forwerd pesitions from sixty-three to
thirty-five, Intermittent shelling from estimated 150mm ertillery was reported on
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
SO5TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7+ Battles: (Continued)

16 February = Epemy harassing fire continued., A number of deserters walked inte
infantry positions with informatiom that enabled air observation posts to adjust fire
effectively on three enemy guns. Prisoners reported artillery instellations in the
vicinity of Niedersgegen, There was evidence the eneny was using self-propelled guns.
The heaviest concentration reported was thirty rounds in Ammeldingen. Prisoners stated
that appreximately fifty enemy occupied Niedersgegen armed with machine guns and antie
tank rockets, A medicsl prisoner of war reported that our artillery =nd rocket fire
wes causing en average of eight casualties per day in Niedersgegen. Predominamt direc=
tions of enemy artillery fire were frem the nerth amd northesst. There was a decrease
in artillery fire from the previous period. '

17 February = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion led the XII Corps in obtaine
ing general and team shelling reports. Prisoners reported an increased number of mine~
fields with booby traps attached te the mines. Infantry patrols reported direct hits
on enemy cemmand posts in Niedersgegen. Enemy artillery vas generally inactive.

18 February = Enemy artillery concentrations up te thirty rounds were reported on
our forward infantry elements. Our troops reported receiving direct fire from enemy
tanks. Eighty-two prisoners were tsken. Prisoners stated that cur concentrations of
artillery were heavy and accurate but that our Pozit-fuzed ammunition burst too high
in the air., He belleved that the "night sir burste" resulted froma double-fuzing
énd termed it em artillery "secret weapon", "Hetger® self-propelled anti-tenk guns
were employed by the enemy, Our infantry elements were in contact with the 116th and
915th VG Regiments whose combined strength was estimated st seven hundred men.

19 February « Some artillery and mortar fire was received during the day. Upen
the approach of our infantry and tank elements & general exodus from Niedersgegen was
noteds XII Corps counterbattery fired upon three locations from shelling reports
turned in by personnel of the 905th Field Artillery Battalicm. Considerable resiste
ance was encountered from pillboxes southeast of Niedersgegems Prisoners were takeam
from the 208th VG Regiment,

20 February « Concentrations were fired on enemy tanks with good effects As the
319th Infentry Regiment moved forward in the attack, direct fire was received from the
north end northeast, Prisoners tasken stated that Huttingen was held by sixty enenmy
trceps end five tanks. More mortar thean artillery fire was received during the attack.
A Psychological Werfere broadcast secured a number of priseners in the vieinity of
Niedersgegen. Infantry elements took three hundred end one prisoners during the period.
Materiel captured in Obersgegen included four 120mm mortars, four 75mm infeniry howie
tzersy one 150mm howitzer, two 88mm gans, two high velocity 75mm anti-tank guns. Prise
oners included personnel from the 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment., A prisoner from the
1095th Artillery Regiment reported the use of Russisn 128mm gons in his unit.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

T« Battles: (Continued)

2l February = Enemy artillery was relatively insctive throughout the period.

The movement of elements of the 3rd Battalion inte Lahr was hampered by enemy tanks.
The 905th Field Artillery Battalion air observation post secured direct hits on two
Mark IV tenks. Approximately one hundred and seventy-~five prisoners were tcken by the
319th Infentry Regiment; twenty-five prisoners were taken by the 53rd Armored Infantry
Battalion which discovered three booby=-trapped pillboxes. Civilians in the town of
Lahr stated that retreating enemy troops advised them to remain in cellars as the town
would be heavily shelled by artillery in the vicinity of Sinspelt during the night.

22 Febtruary = Enemy artillery fire was moderate though our forward elements were
harassed throughout the day. A seventy~five round concentration and later a fifteen
round cencentration were reported in Geichlingen, Interdiction fire fell upon cross=
roads in the infantry srea. Activity centered zbout the movement of the 2nd Battalion
te Obergeckler where "E" and "F" Companies were isolated for several hours. Our liaison
plane successfully dropped bazocke amnunition to the isolated elements but received
machine gun fire south and east of the town., The enemy fiercely resisted ocur advance
toward Niedergeckler and fighting took place around a road block west of the town.
Tenks, direct fire weapons and infantry were involved. Prisoners indicated that despite
heavy losses and disorganization, some withdrawal was being accomplished. CCB of the
Uth Armored Division moved to assembly points in the sector. Several mine fields were
reported by personnel of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion.

23 Februery - Enemy artillery =nd mortar fire continued to harass our forward
positicns. Mortar fire was received in Geichlingen throughout the night of 22-23 Feb~
ruary . Light enemy tanks were reported in the vicinity of Niedersgeckler. The air
observation post obtained adjustment with good effect on two enemy tanks. Our forward
elements in Sinspelt received mortar, small arms, and light artillery fire. A Teche
nical Sergeant prisoner of war from the 10th Battery, 179th Field Artillery Regiment,
seven yesrs a forward observer, reported a shortage of artillery ammunition to the
extent that only observed missions could be fired. The mobility of enemy artillery was
hampered by the loss of horses and the deterioration of the remeining horses. The
enemy employed snti-tank weapons as artillery throughout the present operation. The
enemy forward observer stated that our concentrations were demoralizing and that our
rockets had a terrifying effect on German infantrymen. He gave the air observation
posts totel credit for kmocking out German artillery batteries, The 179th Artillery
Regiment was employed against elements of the &0th Infantry Division since the battles

for Ringel and Goesdorf in Northern Luxembourg. Fifty prisoners of wer were tezken
during the day.

24 Februery = Personnel of the 905th Field Artillery Battelion ceptured twe enemy
soldiers. Sixteen enemy from the 1070 Security Battslion surrendered te the 1st Bate
talion. Vehicular movement to the east was observed during the period. Enemy artil-

lery was generally inactive throughout the pericd except for a seventy~five round con-
centration which fell in QObergeckler.,

’
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Contimued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

25 February = Some harassing fire fell in the vicinity eof Niederrader during the
days The use of enemy self-propelled guns te the north was indicated. Considerable
progress was made in the forwerd movement of armored elements.

26 Febrvary - Enemy artillery was generally inactive during the peried'. Several
concentrations of light artillery fell between Echterhausen and Hamm and a few scate
tered rounds fell in the vicinity of the bridge site at Hamm. Elements of the lst
Battalion received small arms fire from across the Prum River, Twenty-five prisoners
were tzken during the period including four Russinas impressed inte the Germam Army.
The prisoners reported the location of a howitzer battery. An infiltration of enemy
troeps into the lst Battzlion srea was reported.

27 February - Enemy artillery activity wes slight during the day. A few rounds
fell upon the forward elements of the lst Battalion and fifteem rounds estimated 75mm
artillery fell in the vicinity of Phillipsweiler. Prisoners indicated that our infantry
faced elements of the 695th VG Regiment which company strength varied from thirty te
eighty men, Morale was reported as fair; supply normal. Supply data gave 60 rounds
per rifle end 1200 rounds per light machine gun, Seven enemy deserted from the 15th
Fortress Anti-Tank Battalion. A retreat wae indicated and prisoners were told to de-
stroy howitzers in their possession. Six prisoners were tsken by Headquarters Battery,
905th Field Artillery Battalione.

28 Februsry = An infentry patrel which sttempted to creoss the Prum River to de-
stroy enemy materiel, fziled in its mission. Elements of the 1lst Battalion received
small arme and mortar fire during the day. Enemy artillery fire again fell during the
vicinity of Phillisweiller. Advances were reported by the 317th and 318th Infantry
Regiments and the 4th Armored Division. Numerous enemy booklets, letters, end @ocue
ments were turned éver te the 80th Infentry Division CIC for investigetion and analysis.

- The end of the period found the 319th Combat Team faced with disorgenized enemy
units among which had been identified the 695th, 915th and 212th VG Regiments, Enemy
ertillery materiel had been captured in considerable quantity; artillery activity was
negligible during the occupation of positions near Altscheid. Prisoners reported a
compiete deterioration of morale and ordere tc withdraw to the east destroying the
materiel that could not be withdrawn. Enemy capabilities were estimated teo be small
counterattacks with 2 limited number of tanks.

2« Actien:

1 to 4 Februery (inclusive) - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in
its mission of direct support of CCB, 4th Armored Division, in their defense of the
south bank of the Our River. The Command Post of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion
was located in Gilsdorf, Luxembourg (88U41E), "A" & "B" Batteries and Cannon Cempany,
319th Infentry, were loceted in the vicinity of Betfendorf, Luxembourg (90674280),
(903154288 ) (91324321 ) with "C" Battery in the vicinity of Diekirch, Luxembourg,
(88864297). The 313th Field Artillery Battalion and the 315th Field Artillery Batteliens
Teinforced the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. Sixteen registrations were

I;ECLs:é-SIFIED " |4 missions en mortars, 2 on infantry and 2 on vehicles. Eight H &1
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
S05TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7» Battles: (Continued)

missions were fired and alse 9 prepaganda missions. Wire and radie cemmunicatiens
vere used to higher and lower echelons.

Compeay "B", of the 10th Battalion, Yth Armored Divisien advanced under cover of
darkness during early morning heurs of Y February and teok Hosderf, Luxembourg, Coms
pany "A", 9lst Chemical Mortar Battalion less one plateon were attached te the 905th
Field Artillery Battalione. :

5 to 6 February (inclusive) = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion received the
mission of direct support of the 319th Infantry., The units reinforcing the fires of
the 905th Field Artillery Battalion were 3l3th Field Artillery Battalien, 315th Field
Artillery Bettalion. Battery "A", 558th Field Artillery Battalion, less 1 plateon
(155 self-prepelled) was attached. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion Command Pest
displaced to Bettendorf, Luxembourg (908429). Nine registrations, 1 counter=battery,
2 infantry, 1 machine gun, 6 propegende, and 4 H & I missions were fired. There were
other missions fired by a ground Observation Post using the plateon of Battery "A",
558th Field Artillery Battelicn. Their missione wzs the destruction of pillboxes by
fire using direct laying methods. ;

7 February = The 905th Field Artillery Battaliom continued in its mission of
direct suppert of the 319th Infantry who attacked the high ground north of the Qur
River in the vicinity of Hosdorf, Luxembourg. The attack was made by the lst and 2nd
Battelions of the 319th Infantry. There was a 40 minute preparation fired prior te
the atteck and then 90 minutes of accompanying fires. These fires were supplemented
by 60 minutes of additional accompanying fires. The fires of the 905th Field Artil-
lery Battzlion were reinforced by the 313th Field Artillery Battalion, 315th Field
Artillery Battalion and one platoon of 105um assault guns. There were 51 missions
fired in the preperation and accompenying fires. Alse, there were 1l observed missions

on infentry, machine guns, znd vehicles; 14 TOT!s; 2 counter=battery; znd 6 H & I
missions were fired. Communication was by wire and radie.

8 te 11 February (inclusive) -~ The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion
remeined the seme with the 319th Infantry cleaning out pillbox after pillbex to se=
cure their objective. Approximately 900 rounds of smoke were fired on the &th of Febe
ruary while the Engineers attempted to build a bridge across the Qur River. Smoke
concentrations were alse used te conceal the aidmen while remeving casuslties., WP weas
used by the artillery to mark pillbexes for the direct fire wespons such as the Tank
Destroyer and self propelled 155mm gung. On 9 February the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion received fire contrel of the fellowing: Company "C", 3llth Tank Destroyer
Battelion, Company "BY, 702nd Tenk Battalion (1 plateon of each in direct fire position,
remainder in indirect positions). 20 T0T's, & counter~battery, 14 infantry, 2 machine
gunsy 17T H & I, and & smoke missions were fired; plus 25 missions in e preparation
and 9 registraticns,

’

il
—— -gmosEe
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTE OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
90RTH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

12 February = The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Battslion remained the
same, The ?%rd Battalion, 319th Infentry cressed the Our River and passed through the
2nd Battalion and proceeded to the regimental objective, reaching it about 2000 hours.
A preparation was fired for them by the 905th Field Artillery Battalion and reinforce
ing unitss The 313th Field Artillery Battalion wee relieved of its reinforcing mis-
sion with the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. The following missions were fired:

2 TOT's, 3 counter-battery, 5 infantry, 1 mechine gun, 2 mortars, 6 H & I's, 1 smoke
end 1 preparation consisting of 7 missions.

13 to 18 February (inclusive) - The 319th Infantry continued in its mission of
enlarging the bridgehead over the Our River by cleaning out the pillbexes they en-
countered. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in its direct support mise
sion of the 319th Infantry. On the 16th of Februsry, Cannon Company, 319th Infantry
moved to a forward position on the north side of the Our River in the vicinity of
Wallendorf, Germeny (9500 4365). On the 17th of February, the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion Commend Post moved to Reisdorf, Luxembourg (946 417). On the 18th of Feb=
ruary, the 905th Field Artillery Battalion and reinforcing units fired two 30 minute
preparations to suppert attacks made by the 319th Infantry. During this perioed numer-
ous missions were fired on pillboxes by the platoon of Battery "A', 558th Field Artile
lery Battalion using direct fire methods. The 60 rockets (4.2) mounted on each of 4
tanks of Company "C", 702nd Tank Battalion slse fired at pillboxes. Missions fired
were: 20 counter=battery, 70 infantiry, 4 machine guns, 8 morters, 3 OP's, 5 registra-
tions, 2 smoke, 2 preparations consisting of 7 missions, 43 H & I, 3 vehicles, 3 CP's,
36 TOT 's, 2nd 3 tanke. The batteries moved te positions northeast of Wellendorf, Germe
sny: Battery AW (9502843405); Battery "B" (95340643352); Battery "C" (95534335).

19 February = The 2nd Battalion, 319th Infantry attacked at 0830 and took the
high ground east and north of Niedersgegen, Germany; also cleaned out the town of
Miedersgegen, Germany by mid afterncon. The lst Battalion then passed through the
2nd Battalion and advanced to the northesst. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien
and reinforcing units fired a preparation and also accempanying fires in support ef
the attack., The units reinforcing the 905th Field Artillery Battalion were: 315th
Field Artillery Battalion, and fire control over 4.2 rockets from Company "C", 702nd
Tank Battelion, 50 Antiepircraft Machine Gun quads from the 633rd AAA Battalion.
Company "A", 91st Chemical Mortar was relieved by Company "D", Olst Chemical Morter
Battalion. There were 7 TOT's, 1 counter=battery, 4 infsntry, 1 machine gun, 1 smoke,
11 H & I's, 1 preparation of 25 concentrations, and four registrations fired.

20 February - The 905th Field Artillery Bettalion continued in its direct suppert
mission of the 319th Infantry who continued with their advance. The 905th Field Artil-
lery Battalion and reinfercing unit, 315th Field Artillery Battalion, fire a preparation
on the towns of Seimerich, Korperich, snd Obersgegen in support of the 319th Infentry.
Cannon Company, 319th Infantry moved to a forward position in the vicinity of Kewenig,
Germany (9669146560)., Missions fired were: Y4 infentry, 1 tank, 8 H & I's, 1 prepare=
tion, U4 TOT s, 4 mortars., Communication was by wire and radios
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
9O05TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7» Battles: (Continued)

21 to 26 February (inclusive) = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion contimued

with its direct support mission of the 319th Infantry. The Battalion moved to forward
ositions in the vicinity of Kewenig, Germeny: Command Pest (964467), Battery "AY
I897379’4.6560), Battery "B" (9677646797), and Battery "C" (962844675). In support of
the continued attack of the 319th Infantry, the 905th Field Artillery Battalion and
supporting units fired twe preparaticns. Company "D", 9lst Chemical Mortar Battalion
designation was changed to Company "A", 9lst Chemical Mortar Battalion on 22 February
1945. Missions fired were: 20 infentry, 6 tenks, 11 H & I's, 3 smoke, 2 preparations,
5 registrations, 7 TOT's, 1 AA Gun, 2 machine gun, 3 counter=battery, and 2 vehicles.
On 22 February, Cannon Company, 319th Infantry moved to the vicinity of Lahr, Germany
(9618249925), On 23 February Battery "A" moved to the vieinity of Lahr, Germany
(9601350688)s On 2l February the Battalion Command Pest, Battery "RB", and Battery "C"
moved to the vicinity of Lahr, Germany: Commend Pest (902504), Battery "B" (9590751019)
and Battery "C" (9619350989). On 25 Februsry, Cannon Compeny, 319th Infentry, meved
to the vicinity of Niederrader, Germany (99025uh%5), The 905th Field Artillery Battalion
moved to the vicinity of Niederrader, Germany: Command Post (99155445), Battery "A!
(9890153969), Battery "B" (9896554310), =nd Battery "C" (9877553913). The 315th Field
Artillery Battalion was relieved of reinforcing the fires of the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion, Cennon Company, 319th Infantry moved to the vicinity of Outscheid, Germany
(01245605). On 26 February the entire battalion moved to the vicinity of Altscheid,
Germeny, Command Post (035581), Battery "A" (0375458475), Battery "B" (0422258732),
Battery "C" (0402058385), and Camnon Company, 319th Infantry (O403538816). In suppert
of the continued attack of the 319th Infantry, the 905th Field Artillery Bettalion
fired 16 TOT's, U counter-battery, 19 infantry, 2 machine guns, 1 mortars, 18 H & I's,
4 preparations, 12 registrations, 4 tanks, and 3 smoke missions.

27 to 28 February (inclusive) = Situation changed from that of an attack to that
of a defensive one, The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion remained that
of direct support of the 319th Infantry. The 315th Field Artillery Battalion was given
the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion on 28 Feb-
ruarys The British 25 pound gun recently issued to the Battalion was registered and
later fired on H & I missions. There were 17 T0T's, 3 mortars, 6H & I's and 3 regisem
tration missions fired.

3. Attached and/or supporting orgenizations for month of Februarys

313th FA Ba reinforcing fires 1 February to 12 February, inclusive
315%h FA Bn reinforcing fires 1 February te 26 February, inclusive
Battery "A", less one platoon, 558th FA Bn reinforcing fires
H February to 18 February, inclusive
1 platoon, 51 Armored Assault Guas, reinforcing fires T February
315th FA Bn reinforcing fires 27 February to 28 February, inclusive
Company "A", less one platoon, 91st Chemical Mortar Battalion, attached
1 February to 19 February, inclusive
Company "D", less one platoon, 91st Chemical Mortar Battalion, attached
20 February to 22 February, inclusive
Compray "AM . less one platoon, 91lst Chemical Mortar Battalion, attached

R 23 February to 28 February, inclusive
Authority NND 735011~ -
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTHE OF FEBRUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

T» Battles: (Continued)

3+ Attached and/or supporting orgé.nizationa for month of February:
: (Continued)

Tire Control over Company "C", &l1th TD Ban, 8 February to 1l February, inclusive
Pire Control over Compeny "C", 702nd Tank Bn, & February te 18 February, inclusive
Fire Control over 633rd AAA Bn, 19 February

4. Bight (8) priscners of war csptured during February.
8+ Commanding Officers in 2ll engegements during February:

Battalion Commander: Lt Cel John W. Browning
Executive and S-1 Major Willism M. Gosman

$-3 ¢ Major Oswald H. Linck

S=2 3§ Captain Eldred M, Swingen

S=4 : Captein Lester H. Salter
Hq Battery Ceptain Charles W. Harrison

Battery "AY
Battery #B"
Battery "CH
Battery "D

Captain Charles L, Kimzey

Ceptain Charles C, Miller, Jr.

Captain Joel B. Stephens

Ceptein Damon Holditch (Cannon Company, attached
from 319th Infentry)

e 3% o D& oo

Serv Battery
Medicael Det

o

Captain Lester H, Salter
lst Lt Charles F. Schneider

s

9« Losses in Action
&. Battle of Germany.
be. Neame, type of casualty and date:

Tec 4 Louis J, Bogner, 33282616, Hq Btry, INA 6 Feb 45

Cpl Rufus M. Darby, 34334649, Biry "B", IWA 7 Feb 45

Tec 5 Elwood F. Beal, 31150033, Btry "B", SWA 10 Feb 45
Ffc George R. Wiles, Jr., 34788898, Btry "B", IWA 19 Feb 45
Cpl Harold R, Clark, 36130937, HQ Btry, IWA 22 Feb 45

Pfc Semuel E. B. Weaver, 34336219, Hq Btry, SWA 22 Feb U5

Sgt Anthony B, Chismar, 33107941, Btry "A', LIA 23 Feb 45

10. Former znd present members who have distinguished themselves in action}

AWARD OF BRONZE STAR: By direction of the President, under the provisions of
Army Regnlations 600-45, dated 22 September 19%%, as amended, the Bronze Ster Medal
was awarded the following nsmed personnelt

Howerd E. Congdon, 01184635, 2d Lt, FA, Army of the United Stetes.
Joseph W. Smereski, Jr., 01172663, lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.
Milton C, Wakefield, 037614, Cept, FA, Army of the United Stotes.
Eldred %. Swingen, 01165457, Capt, FA, Army of the United States.

_ Robert B.—#md-yson, 01182318, lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.
DECLASSIFIED > 318, s $A, v
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH‘ OF FERRUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

10. Former =znd present members who hesve distinguished themselves in =zction:
(Continued)

AWARD OF BRONZE STAR: By direction of the President, under the provisions of

Army Regulations 600=45, dated 22 September 1943, 2s amended, the Bronze Star Medal
was ewerded the following nemed personnel:

Lewis H. Cox, 01181212, lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.
Thomes C. Mason, 0389508, Capt, FA, Army of the United States,
Jack J. Flynn, 01167838, lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.
Arthur W. Jerr, 01167917, 1lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.
Willieam M. Gosmen, 0309598, Maj, FA, Army of the United States.
Oswald H. Linck, 0326651, Maj, Fi, Army of the United States.
Micheel P, Mester, 01175239, 1lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.
Denald J. Steinmetz, 01176204, 1st Lt, FA, Army of the United States,
Eldren Scales, W2100001, CWO, Army of the United States.
Jack B. Wilson, 35386548, S Sgt, Fi, Army of the United States,
Charles J» Doerflein, 35359901, Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
Cherles W. Barly, 3327836l, Tec 4, FA, Army of the United States.
Jobhn A. Dierkson, 38399711, FPfc, FA, Army of the United States.
Sabine C. DeSanto, 333484U6, S Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
Richard S. Devis, Jr., 36836814, Cpl, FA, Army of the United States.
Nicoela Costaras, 35314287, 5 Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
Robert F. Domask, 36252983, Pfc, FA, Army of the United States.
Homer I. Peninger, 34435135, Tec 5, FA, Army of the United States.
Roy E. Sommer, 12189668, Cpl, FA, Army of the United States,
Charles E. Graeff, 33185027, Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
Peul L. Scott, 34888599, Tec 4, FA, Army of the United Btates.
George W. Voytek, 33253737, Tec 5, FA, Army of the United States,
Charles W, Pecoroni, 32638597, Pfc, FA, Arny of the United States.
Lorence L., Moffatt, 36186566, Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.

AWARD OF BRONZE STAR (0AK LEAF CLUSTER): Guy D. Shaw, 6287031, S Sgt, FA,
Army of the United States.

AVARD OF AIR MEDAL: By direction of the President, under the provisions of
Army Regalations 600=U5, dated 22 September 1943, as emended, the Air Medal is awarde
ed the following nemed personnelsl

John W. Browning, 020767, Lty Col, FA, United States Army.
Jack J . Flynn, 01167838, 1lst Lt, FA, Army of the United States.

AVARD OF AIR MEDAL (OAK LEAF CLUSTER): Robert R. Anderson, 01182318, 1lst Lt, FA,
Army of the United States, awarded o third bdronze Ozk Lesf Cluster, in additien
te the Air Medal =nd twe bronze Oszk Leaf Clusters previously awerded.

AWARD OF AIR MEDAL (0OAK LEAF CLUSTER): Charles E. Chrosnisk, 14092832, § Sgt, FA,

Army of/'ehe United States, awarded a second bronze Osk Leaf Cluster, in addition
to the air Mesdel 2nd one bronze Osk Leaf Cluster previously awerded.
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