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SECTION V
CONSOLIDATION OF THE BRIDGEHEAD

An enemy force of about 200 men, preceeded by heavy
artillery and mortar fire, attacked HILL 340 from the di-
rection of SERRIERES at 0100, 27 Septemoer 1944, ©The lst
Bn 317th Infantrv, occupying this kill, inflicted heavy
casunalties on the Germans. Bv 05%0, the enemv had with-
drawn. The 1lst Bn continued to organize its position for
defense.

The 2d and 3d Bns continued to organize their positions
for defense, the 2d 8n in position on HILL 418, southwest
of VILLERS-L&3-LOIVRON and the 3d Bn occupying LA HAIE RIDGE
west of LICIVROiIT. Active patrolling by all units was con-
ducted to develop enemy positions.

The 2d Bn 318th Infantry, which was protecting the rear
of the 34 Bn 317th Infantry against possible counterattack,
moved at 1235 from B0I5 DE L4 TEILBLOUSE, south of BRATTE,
to the vicinity of LOISY. Movement was completed by 1720,
27 September 1944, with "i'" Cowpany in the vicinitv of
LANDREMOND, "G" Companv in the vicinity of STE GENEVIEVE
and "E" and "H" Companies in ILOISY. This Batialion and
the 5d Bn, which occupied an area in the vicinity of VILLE-
AU-VAL, then reverted to Division Reserve,

The lst Bn, which had been in Division Reserve in the
vicinity of LOISY, moved easl to relieve elements of the
2d Bn 319th Infantry in the BOIS DE BAUZARD, BOIS D& ST
CLEMENT, and B0IS D8 LANCHEE-SSILLE. This relief was ac-
complished by 2215, 27 September 1944,

The %19th Infantry continued to improve and organize
defensive pogitions. A platoon from "K" Company was sent
to reconnoiter PORT-SUR-SEILLEZ on the afternoon of 27 Sept-
ember 1944, The platoon became involved in a Lire-fight
with the enemy and withdrew to the western edge of the town.
The remainder of "K" Company advanced from the vieinity
north of BOIS DE BAUZARD in support of this platoon and while
the artillery concentrated fire on the enemy, the entire
company withdrew to Battalion Reserve positions in the BOIS
DE BAUZARD. '

The 1lst Bn continued to outpost LESHENILS and defend
the eastern edge of FORET DE FACQ, sending reconnalsance
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patrols to HMORVILLE-SUR-SEILLE which was still occupied by
the enemy. The %4 Bn continued to occupy defensive positions
in the vicinity of 30IS DI BAUZARD, BOIS Di ST CLEMENT, and
BOIS DI IIANCHE-SEILLE. The 24 Bn occupied reserve battle
positions in the vicinity of ZII¥® GENEVILEVE - LANDREMONT.

On 28 September 1944, the 317th Infantry organized and
defended the southern sector of the Division Zone on the

. high ground south of MOREY, BELLEAU, BRATTE, and VILLERS-

LES MOIVROI.

On the morning of 23 September 1944 the Germans launched
an attack against EILL 340. At 0545 a heavy concentration
of artillery fell in the 1lst Bn 317th Infantry area, vici-
nity of HILL %40. At 0015 the enemv began to advance towards
HILL 340 from SIVRY. Artillerv fire brought down on these
German troops demoralized them and by 0735 the enemy was

- withdrawing., "B" Companv remained in position on the hill.

The %14th ¥Field Artillery Battalion rendered direct
support to the 1st Bn 317th Infantry in repelling this
counterattack. Some missions of the Field Artillery Bat-
talion were fired only 25 vards in front of our dug-in
troops. After the Germuns withdrew, there were 125 German
dead left behind.

The 2d Bn 317th Infantry in position on HILL 413, south-
west of VILLERS-LES-iiOIVRON, continued organization of
defensive positions.

The 3d Bn 317th Infantry in position on LA HAIE RIDGE,
continued to organize defensive positions on the ridge and
the ground to the west. "u" Company occupied the B0IS DE
LA TREMBLOUSE, thereby iilliné in the gap between the 24
and %d Bns. This posifion protected BRATTE from any German
threat from the east.

The 1lst Bn 318tn Intantry remained in position in B0IS
DE BAUZARD, BOIS DE ST CLUMFYE, and BOIS D& UANCHE-SEILLL

defending the cenler sector of the Division éone.

The 2d and %4 Bns, in Division Reserve, made prepar—
ations to occupy and derend the Leserve Battle Positions
(STE GENEVIEVE. - LANDRLmOﬁ&—?AlAlb RIDGES).

The 319th Inlantrv organized and defended the northern

sector of the Division Zone and prepared reserve positions
in the wvicinitv of PONT-A-MOUSSOH on 28 September 1944.
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The lst zand %d 3ns
positions «long vihz eas’

" Company (minue oane rlatoon) 319th Iniantrv at
0545, attacked from the B0IL5 Uo BAULARD To seize YCRT-SUR-
SEILLY. Despite heavr eneuwv wortar and artillery Iire, the
town was ak#n at 0720, The enemr, leaving only & rear
guard, hzd 1unqrgwn wmost oi hi: forces eastward across
the SUILLE ul\ ZR. The town was clearsd ol the remaining
enemy bv 0920,

weanwhile, one platoon ol "I" Cownany J1lutn Insanvry
was attacking the CHATEAU DE DULBALLE, south of PORI-SUL-
SEILLE. This objective was cleared of the enemvy by 1105
28 Leptsmber 1944,

The 2¢ Bn remained in its recerve battle
STE G‘El‘fi‘iv’lu\fL—_Lun'.DL‘..umu*.; nloGes.

[©]
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The Division continu sd to °trcn)uh0n und defend its
bridgehead eust of tre LUSALLY IVER from 29 to 30 September
1944.

The 317th Intaentrvy continued to occupv and improve
defensive pocitions with the liain Line of Resistance ex-
tending from 2 point just north of LEYR to HILL 413-BOIS
D DA TASFBLOUUSE-3RATTE- BZLLIATU and along the highway
just west of HILL 340. A4About 1000 wvards separated the
Main Line of Hesistance from the Cutpost Line of Resistance.

-

The lst bn took up the defense oi the northzrn scctor
e tepimental Zone, primarily the B0I5 D L4 BUMONY.

ol wvin

The 5d ibn, occupving BEATYE, L0IS DE LA TRSBLOUSE,
and IILL 4loc, deisnded the rignt cector of {the Kegimental
sone, ViILo:iS-LIE3-L0IV0EO. was outgosted. ‘the 34 yrlatoon
80th Cavalrv Leconnaisance ¥roop mainbtzined contact with

)

elements oi thes 35%th Infantrv Division to the south of ILiEVR.
The 1st Bn, 318tk 1nfentry occupving positions in the
BOI5S D= JhUu“mu, L0I8 L3 Sf CLdeail, and L5CIS DE LANCHEHE-
SEILLE, coentinued to defend the center cector of the Div-
ision zone. ‘The 2d and 3d 3ns remained in Divicion ideserve,

The 319tL Infantrr continued to occupy and improve de-
fengive positicns in the norvhern sector of the Division
7
aone, »
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Two platoons oi 3" Company moved at 0530, 29 September
1944 from FORL DI PACQ to atteck MCEVILLE-SUR-33ILLE. Lhere
was little enemv oppocition and the town was cleared by
0740. One platoon was lext to occupr vhe town thav night.
PORT=-SUR-341ILE was occupied by cne platoon from "C" Compary.

ey

The 2d 3n ocecupving recerve batlle pocitlions BEE
GENLVIEVE 1IDGS and Lu“Muumogl 7IDGE, was relieved bv ele-
ments oi the 2d Bn 31lsth Infantry and then moved into Keg-
imental Regerve norti ol ALT0N, closing in at 1450, 29
September 1944.

Yhe lst und 254 oSns cuntinued o ocecupy defenzive pos-
= Ay P B )

itions from LESLEBITILS To 3015 DE BATGzaATD.

On 30 Sepltember 1944, thes 317th Intfantrvy continued to
e

strengthen its defensive positions,

The let Ln, in position in the vicinity of HILL 351,
BEILL %40, and the BOIS DU CEAPIT RD, wag relieved bv elements
of the 2d Bn 317th Infantrv znd the 34 Bn 318tk Infantrv.

The 3d 3n 318th Infantrv, from the vicinity oi VILLE-
AU-VAL, was ordered to take up defensive positiona on mILL
551, Hill %40, 2nd in the vicinitv of IORIEY and BELLEAU.
Thly battalion closed into it's new position br 0200, 1
Cctober 1944,

The 28 Bn 317th Infantrv, in orcer to relieve elements
of tie lst Bn, mexrelv extendzd its zone on the leit flank.
This relief was accomplisiied luve in the evening 50 Septem-
ber 1944, The 1let bn, reverting to hegimental Rescrve, then
moved to the vicinitv northn ol [OIMNELOV. Ths 3d Bn conuin—
ned to strengthen its defensive pogition between BRATTE and
EILTL 413.

There vus no change in the positions of the 1st and 24
Bns 318th Infantrvy on 3C Scptember 1944. The 34 5n, which
had been in Division Reserve in the vicinity of VILLE-AU-
VaL, relieved elements of the 1lst Bn 317th Infantrv late in
the evening 30 Scptember 1944 in the vieinity oi LOEEY,
BELLE4U, @nd HILL 540. Yhe Regimental Zone now w:b<-:ncﬁ,ed
from the southern edge of FORWT DI FACQ just west of BLNI-
COURT, to a point south of BELLEALU anc ezct of IIOREY.

Ths )louﬁ Infantrv continued to maintain its dzfensive
position on the left sector of the Division Zone. The lst
and %d 3ns ¢emalned on the line, the 24 3n remained in

55




3
k)
i

s,

plpeetvpe

"

Resimental Leserve, north of ALTLI.

thh ended, with nmn- fierce @nd succeses-

10 tns .Ll\l v } & l 4 ihz . the u .J.:i—):i_:."; ol u:L"f.
from L5 2 ILS on tiizc north to :
o z ;

soutly, was Lirmlv ssteblisned.




