DECTION TIT

KOS AL Lﬁ RIVER BRIDGZHGAD
: ESTABTISHED

The 317th Infantrv attacked the river line 0400, 12
September 1944, with the 2d Bn and 3d Bn abreast, the 24
Bn on the left, the 3d 3n on the right. The 1lst 3n, in
reserve, was to follow the 24 #Hn.

At 04353, "E" Companv, 2d Bn 317th Infantrvy was across
the canal and 300 vds east of the crossing site north of
DIEULOUARD. By 0555 the 24 Bn 317th Infantrv was across
the river with the lezding companv of the 1lst Bn following.

« The 1st Bn 317th Infantrv, crossing where the river
branched out to form an island, was across tre island to
the eastern branch of the river at 0650. By 0830, the 1lst
Bn was on its ovbjective in the vicinity of BEZAMONI. %Lhe
2d Bn seized its objective, 3TL GEWEVIEVE RIDGE, by 0755.

The 3d Bn seigzed its objective, the high ground north-
west of  AUCREVILILE-SUR-LOSSLLE, at 08l2. A strong enemy
counterattack coming from the vicinitv of VILLE-AU-VAL was
repulsed by "I" Companv at 1735.

Organization for the defense of the ground gained was
commenced immediately after the battalions had reached their
objectives, One fool bridge and one Infantry support bridge
were completed on 12 September 1944 for the crossing of the
517th Infantry. Une heavy pontoon bridge and another In-
fantry support bridge were in the process of construction
on 12 September 1944 .

- The 2d Bn 318th Infantry (minus "G" Companv which out-
posted the wesl bank oi the LIOSELLE RIVER from BELLEVILLE
to POLPEY) left the forward assemblv area southwest of
DIEULOUAED at 0500, 12 September 1944 and was in DIEULOUARD
at 0755. Kajor General IlecBride ordered the 313th Infantry
to cross tne river and concentrate in the vicinity of 3Ez-
AUMONTe By 1230 the 2d 3n and half of the 34 5n were across
the river, '

The 2d Ln (minus "G" Companv) closed into the vicinity
of BEZAUMONT the afternoon of 12 Zeptember 1944 and occupied

road OlOCku at LOISY, PUNL-DE-0NS, and VILLE-AU-VAL. The
3d Bn closed into an area to the rear of the 24 3n.

e L5 e




iy

T

Defensive positions were prepared and all units were
alerted for zn enemy counteratiacik that night.

Durings the day, 3621 rounds of artillervy ammunition
wvere expended to sunport lthe river crossing. YForty-four
booby traps were removed from the east bank of the HOSELLE
BIVER on 12 September 1944 by the 305th Engineer Bn.

The 3%19th Infantry continued Lo outpost the river line
in ite zone and reconnaisance in force was continusd To the
east along the west edge of YOREL DE HAVE. The 24 B8n 319th
Infantry outoo ted the river line from POIFIEY to GONDRLVILLE

while the 3d Bn made a reconnaisance ol the west edge of
FORET DE HAVE. Patrols making the reconnaisance recelved
heavy enemy fire and the town of GCHDREVILLE received heavy
enemv artillerw fire.

ihe lst Bn 51Sth Infentry was in Regimental Heserve in
the vicinitv north of TOUL.

On 13 ¢ cptCLJGr 144, the Divi;ion maintained its
bridsehead east cf the LIOSELLE RIVER and opposite DIBULOUALD,
against strong counteratiacks. ILhe estimated strength of
the enemy counterattacks was two batittalions of the 23th
Panzer Grenadier Regiment reinforced with zrtillerv and tanks.

At 0555 the enemv made a counterattack on STE GENEVIEVE
from the northeast. "G" Company was forced to withdraw to
the south thus falling back on "B" and "F" Companies. These
latter companies remained in pceition and repelled the enemy
counterattack., -"G" Companyv then reorganized and with sup-
port from the 702d Tank Bn restored its positions at STE

CalizZVIEVE.

The let bn, on the high ground northwest of IATDRELIQHL,
repelled an enemv counter attack from the soutkeast. The
eneny launched another counterattack at 0700 from ths viec-
inity of AUTREVILLE-SUR-IOSELLE, but this was repulsed by
the ls<t Bn.

The 318th Infantry received the main hostile counter-

‘avtack in the vicinity of LOISY. “"F" Compsanv, at the road

block north of LCISY, was forced to the south bv strong hos-
tile action at 0600. The enemv seized LOISY and continued
south in the direction of BEZAULCHT. The Regimental CE
csoutk of TOISY was overrun. The enemv counterattack was
halted at 083%5 with heavv casualties to the enemy (including

over 200 ¥W's), but onlv after his advance unite had almost
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reached the bridges at DIZULOUAED. Since the enemv had
observation of the bridgehead, heavv artillery was received
on the vridges during the entire period. By 0930, the enemy
was cleared from the area south of LOISY.

At 1510 the 34 Bn had retaken LOISY and reestavlished
the road block north of the town. Company "E" malntained
ites road block at VILLE-AU-VAL, and "G" Companv maintained
a road block east of BEZAULIOET against light counterattacks.

The 319th Infentrvy reconnoitered the west edge of

. FORET DB HAVE. The 24 Bn, with "G" Company 318th Infantry
attached, outposted the river line from BLELLEVILLE to

POiFEY inclusive., The 3d Bn maintained the bridgelead

east of TOUL until relieved by thke 1lst Bn. This relief was
accomplisked by 1405, 1% September 1944. The 34 Bn then
assembled in Xegimental Reserve, east o TCUL. g

CCA 4th U. S. Armored Division began crossing the
MOSELLE RIVER at DIEULOUAED at 0830 and passed through the
80th Division. The lst Bn %18thL Infantrvy was attached to
CCA. At 1245, leading elements of trhis command were re-
ported southeast of 51 GIEFEVILVE,

[ ]

The Division extended and consolidated its bridge-
head to the southezst, capturing the high ground in the vi-
cinitvy of PATAISE. The enemv counterattacked from the east
and southeast at 1155, and "K" Company was forced from the
high ground in that vicinity. Companies "I" and "K" held
their positions in vicinity of FAL&AISEH.

-~

The 24 3Bn consolidated its position on S1E GLILVIEVE
RIDGE and TANDRELONT RIDGE. '

The let Bn.consolidated its position northwest of
IA”DEELOKI, then moved ezst at 1045, with HILL 340, south-
west of SEREILRES, as its objective. At 10645 the Battalion
khad moved to a position northeast of LAWDRENONT and by 2045
had moved to the area just north of HILL 3%40. This position
was consolidated for the night. ‘

At 0900, 14 3gptember 1944, the 3d Bn 318th Infantry
attacked north , with KOUSSCW EILL as its ObJ“CthE. One
compzny (minus one plztoon) of medium tanks of the 7024
Tank. Bn preceeded the infantry. ©The attack progressed
rapidly, ATTOLN was captured, and the objective was taken
at 1550, The enemy immediatelv launched a counteratvtack,
but this was successfully repulsed.
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One plutoon of tanks was disciagaged frow lhe sattalion
on LOUSS0X EILL at 1800 to z@id the 317tvir Infantry. Again,
at 2150, the enemny luunchned an attack against the 5d 3Bn

& road bloeks. "“GY Company
from the mission of patrolling
L To POud.LY.

The 319tL Infantry maintuinea ivs bridgenead east
of T0UL. <“hne 1st on nela the bridgeliead, the Z2d 3Bn out-
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posted the river line irox PO.d 47 to GOWDREVILLE.
Company sent two platoons to cleur itie woods norin of LIVIR—-
DU%N. The 3d 5n was in Zegimental Reserve.

Lhe -enemy, comin; out ol +tiz I'ORET LE IPACY, countecr—
attucked at 0600, 15 Sesptemvcer 1944 Lfrom the northeast.
Znemv tunks and infantrv attacked Sy GZEEVIEVE at 0741,

fhe 2d Bn 317th Inisntrvy wac forced to give grouad on 316
GEIEVIEVE RIDG. bv 0900, in the face oi heavy cnemy fire
supported vy two iark VI tanks.

rleanwhile, tlie 1st 2n 517th Infantry,. in position Jjust
north of HILL 340 and eact of SsSRRIERS, was ordered back
to LAWDRELONEL to render sugport to the 24 Bn. at 0925, the
1st Bn met 1ljght encmy resistance coutin of LANDREMORT, but
continued to push northward, reaching the high ground north-—
west of DANDRIAMOIWT by 1725,

"he 34 3Bn, on the morning of 15 September 1944, at-
tacked and seized the high ground at FALAISuE, north of
AUTREVILLE~SUR-LI0OSELLE., The ground lost to the enemy on the
previous day was regained.

The 1st 3n 318th Infantrr, releascd Lfrom attachuent
to CCA 4th Armored Division, nmoved at 1600 to the west

support. Hostile forces were encountersd in the viecinity
of NOMENY at 1700, Heavyv fighting took place and tempor-
arily held up vhe advance, ‘he DHattalion.halted for the
night in the vicinity of HOMENY. The 24 un 318th Infuntry
maintained road blocks and provided Regimentul Reserve.,

The 3d Bn, on CUsS0I HILL, continued its defense of
that position. An emergency artillery barrags was Iired
on enemy troops-and tanks located at tne base ol LOUSHON
EILL. Hostile artillerv barrages were receilved on the
hill at 0650, emploving two tanks and infuntry. This at-
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tack, plus two other enemy counicrattacks were cuccessiullv
repelled. llowever the enecny succecd d in forcing its way
into ATTQI, therebv cutting off the supply route of the >d
n

ohl.

2

The Germans carried the attack from AYL0l to the vie-
inity of LOISY, but were ctopped there with the zid of the
Cannon Companvy and Headguarters Companvy oi the 3d bHn 518th
Infantry, the latter not having reached I0USSOX EILL. The
1st clatoon of "B" Companv 305th Engineer Combat Sattalion
also assisted in repelling vhis counterattack.

It was on this dev, 14 September 1944, that Brigadier
General Edmund Searbv, Division Artillerv Commandsr, was
killed in action on [QUSS0X HILL while ussisting in the re-
pulse of a German counterzttack.

ostile armor wags active during the dav, ‘fhe enemy
employed approximately 40 tanks, Twentv-two of these tanks
were reported destroyed.

The 1lst 3n %18th Infantry, released Irom attachment to
CCA 4th Armored Division, was ordered to move to the west
from the viecinity of IOHENY and attack STE GENEVIEVE from
the east, thereby hitting the left flank and rear of the .
enemy forces,

The 319th Infantry, as part of Task Force Seebree, ad-
vanced eastward atv 0600 toward WANWCY through FORET DI EAYE.
The 1lst Bn led the advance., This pattalion advanced one
mile without meeting enemy resistance. Combat Team 13%4 of
the 35th U, S. Infantry Division passsd through the 1lst 3Bn
and moved on towards NANCY. Over 40 trees and 150 mines
were removed by the 305th Engineer Combat Battalion on the
road to NANCY during the advance of the Task Force Seebree.

The 1lst and 3d Bns 319tn Infantry moved by motor to the
bridge crossing site at DIEULOUARD, detrucked and then moved
to the east side of the river on the evening of 15 September
1944, The 1lst 5n took up a defensive position in the vie-
initvy of LOISY, while the 7d 3n occupied positions south of
LAINDRELOWT in Division Reserve., The 2d 3n, outposting the
river line from LIViRDUN to GOKDiEVILLE, continued to pro-
tect the Division's right flank.
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