SICTION TTI

INITIAL CROSSING OF THE
wOSELLE RIVER

The 80th Division extended its COLLIZRCY bridgehead and
advanced to tlie east on 4 September 1944.

The 517th Infantry, with the 1lst Bn leading, moved %o
the east on 4 September 1944. This Battalion advanced to
seize the road net BERWECOURT - FLIREY - BEAUMOWT. Patrols
were sent out to the OSELLEI RIVER. The 24 3n advanced to
seize the high ground in the vicinitv of THIAUCOURY, and then
moved on IPLIREY, sending patrols to the LIOSELLE RIVZIR also.
The 3d 3n, in reserve, continued to outpost the bridgehead
at COMLERCY. _

The 318th Infantrvy (minus 1lst Bn attached to CCA 4th
Armored Division) moved from its position east of COLIZERCY
during the afternoon and evening 4 September 1944 toward
the LIOSELLE RIVSR, with the mission of securing HILL 326,
south of BELLEVILLE, and the surrounding high ground on the
west bank of the NOSELLE RIVER. The 24 Bn was committed
to the right sector of the Regimental Zone, with the 3d Bn
on the left, :

The 3d Bn 319th Infantry advanced eastward 4 September

1944 from the vicinity of JOUYS0US-LES-COTES. The advance
was preceeded by a five minute barrage from Battery "C" 905th
Field Artillery Bn, which was supporting the 34 Bn., This
Battalion seized the high 6round northwest of TOUL and at
1153 leading elements were in the town of TOUL. By 1900,

the obgectlve, the high ground east of TOUL across the
IOSELLE RIVER, was seized with three companles abreast,
Companvy "L" on the north, Companvy "I" in the center, and
Company "K" on the boutn. One platoon of Company "C" 305th
Ingineer Combat Battalion ferried the troops across the
FOSELLE RIVER. The remainder of the 319th Infantry moved
to the vieinity of T0UL, closing in at 2000.

In this operation,the 3d Paratroop Training Regimenty
confronted the 319th Infantrvy., This regiment was composed
of woung and almost fanatical soldiers, The bridgehead
across the river did not receive anv counterattacks, but
the enemy occupied the towns and fortresses of VILLE~-LE-SEC
and GONDREVILLE, and tenaciously atlempted to contain our
advance from these advantageous positions.
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At 0750, & Septenbs . three crtillerr ccncentra- gﬂqg
tions were llL@ in preparotion for the~ crossing vl tae
LI0S3LLE RIVER. High explosive and swoks were used. At
0945, tnc les Bn 317th Infantry meved oot to cross the cznal
in the vicinity of BLINCD-LAS-T{I™W=A-L0USS0N, uo01 croscing
the canal, thne Battalion received heavy enemy machine gun
fire before reaching the river, and vzg tvwvo*«rllv halted.

The 2d Bn 317th Infantrr, woviags toward a river cross—
ing =zite in the vicinity of \'TJL_QSS, cleared PAGITY-SUR—
HOSELLE at 1020, but at 1520 this Bettalions advance was
stopped bv hezvy enemy cbine zun sné artillery L;xﬁ.i;mm;
the hill ezagt of inﬁ“f—"ﬁp SEL At 1540 the Battelion
wes still wider heavy enemv mﬂchinﬁ gun, wortar, and artil-
lery fire. The 3d Bn was “°conn011 =ring @ routs for & pos-—
sible crossing at PONT-A~MOUS30L.

At 1505, one plaztoon of "G" Companv, 2d 5n, had cressed
river, anéd reported it was receiving hesvr enemr artil-

the
lery fire.

At 1705, clsments oi Companry "L" were stopped under a
bridse near PONT-A-LIOUSSON by gcniver and hezvv machine gun
fire., Stiif resistance by the enemv csused the nlatoon of
"G" Companr+, 2d Ba, to be withdrawn From the east bank of
the MOSELLE RIVER. Plsns were mace for a2 zecond crossing
in The same wvieinitw later that night.

=

Prom its advance zast oxr CCILIJLCY to the LOSLXLLE RIVER,
the Division had encountered "battlegronps" from the 8th and
29th Regiments of the 3d Panzsesr Grenzdier Divigs iow, the 24
Panzer DLVl°lOﬂ, the 48th Infantry Division, and the 435th
SS Brigade., Now it appsared trhat the enemy hed {inally or-
ganized nis troop: to make a stand at the KOSELLE RIV.R.

The terrain on the east banlt cf the IIOSELLE RIVER offered
the enemy excellent fields of fire and observation of the
river. In addition to this, the hizh ground conccaled troop
moevenents 'n hig rear Sluuv. This was the ideal area for ths
eneny to organize his defense lins, short of the WESTWALL.

The 3d Bn 317tk Infantry moved to FONI- A—ROJSSOH at
1730, to force a river crossing. The crossing was delaved
by encsmy artillsry which started largs f£ires in the town
revealing troop movements cf this Battalion.

"K" Company, receiving heavy enemv artillerv fire, was
on the water in assault boats _t 0225, 6 September 1044
Elements of "K" and "I" Comnanies were revorted across the




river at 0425, 6 September 1944, Eight assault boate from
"L" Conpanv and one boat from "I" Companv were reported
across the river at 0540.

The 1lst Bn 317th Infantrv, after withdrawing from the
canaly, in the vicinity of 3LiNOD-LES-PONT-A-KOUSSON on 5
september 1944, made plans to cross the river again thatv
night in the same vieinity,

At 2520, 5 September 1944, the lst Bn, began movement
again vo the cznal. This movement drew no fire from the
enemyr, but at 0210, just after crossing the canal, the
Batialion was temporarily halted by heavv enemy machine
gun fire, Heavy enemv mortar fire was falling on the Bat-
talion at 0305, Two companies dug in on the east side of
the canal, Tour boats crossed the river at 0340, and en-
countered much trouble with the swift current of the river.

fiaintaining communicetion with units zcross the river
was a difficult problem, and added to the confusion of
forcing a bridgehead under heavy enemv fire.

The 24 8n 317th Infantrvy was under heavy enemy mnortar
and artillerv fire the night 5-6 September 1944 and was
unavle to cross the river, At 0810, 6 September 1944, two
companies oi the 24 Ln were dug in across the canal, west
of the river, near VAKDIELES.

The 318th Infantrv, clearing eneuv resicstance west of
the LOSELLE RIVER, emploved the 34 Bn to launch an attack
on EILL 3206 the morning of 5 September 1944. At 1020 heavy
enemy mortar and artillerv fire wasg encountered and progress
was slow. One companv had advanced to occupy HILL 220, south
of DIEULOUARD, by 1117, but no further progress was made in
the attack on HILL 326.

Patrols ol the 518th Infantrv reported DIEULOUARD
clcared of the enemv at 1455, and the bridge across the
MOCELLE RIVER at this point, destroved. The Regiment was
ordered to place a reinforced platoon from Company "K" on
HILL. 220, and the remainder of the Company was to assist
Company "I" in taking HILL %26.

On 5 Septeémber 1944, the 34 Bn, 319th Infantryv con-
tinued its attack on FORTS GONLEEVILLE and VILLE-LE-SLC.
The attack was stopped bv heavy enemy automatic weapons
fire, but the Battalion consolidated its position one kilo-
meter west of the objective and held the ground for the
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nizht. The 1lst z2nd 2d Bns wers gtill in position north of
TOouUL.

On 6 September 1944, slements oi tae 7d Bn 317th In-
fantryy, on the br‘dLCﬂC?u acrose the MCOSELLE RIVER, were
under heavy enemy mortar and artillery fire at 0730. By
1100 stron; Geruan counterattacks forced the elements of
the 5d Bn on the bridgehead to withdraw to the west sids
of the river.

(&)

d Bn 317tvn Inffhtxv wivhdrcy on 6 3Scptcmber 1944
rivhweet of VANDIERAS. The 1lst Bn vook
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Panzer Grenadier and 15th Punzer Grenadl

.' (D (n

the Division to mzke furthsr prﬂ*r& ions for a river
cros ln;. These divieions, brought from I¢Anf to establish
a llnc atv the MARVY RIVER, n#d iinall" manged to gzetv into
prepared positions at the [IOSULLEI RIVER.

The 318th Infantrv, (minus 1lst Bn) continusd mopping-
up operations west of the LUSSLLS AIVER. The 354 3n resumed
the attack on HILL 326 at 0730, 6 September 1944. Propgress
was slow znd many enemv in well dug-in mowuanu were cn-
countersd in the woods north of LILL %26. OIv 30, Companies
"I" and "IY" zeized the objective and held the )rould

SELLAVILLE to the north of
t 1755 to clear tihe town.

EILL 326. Patrols were cent S|
Lhe Battalion could advanecs
1]

Lhis action was necessgary ve
south To clean out the FOREL DI L “Judi GARDE., At 1915

the %l4ath Field Artillervy Ban was chelling BELLS SVILLE qnd
MARBACHZ, the latter town bein; south of HILL 326 zad in
between the 34 Bn z2nd the FOHLT DE L'AVANT GARDE. The at-
tack on this forest was to be resumed the following morn-
ing.

Enemv troops still occupi
i
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locations of enemy troops. Battery "a", 273d Fleld Artil-
lerr Battalion (155 I runs) in support, firsd on the
FORT rhﬂ Jocations gected oi concealing enemv artillerv.
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The 24 Bon )lOth Lﬂi ntry hued two companics on the line
northwest of GUWDREVILLE, but ite objzective was not taken.

Frcm 1 Sentember to Jeptember, tha 7024 Tank Bn
S & ?

-

minus "DY COd)un") remainzd at CHALOMI-SUR-IARITE foxr main—
benance and refuelin:. The Tank 3n joinsd the Division on
Septenbsr 1944, DN Compan 7024 Tanx Bn was albtachsd to

he BOLh Cavalrvr Reconnail
sion's norithr flank on 6

sance Troop, protecting the Div-
September 1944,

Cfi(.’) e ,*_TD M

The 1117th Ensineer Group constructed & Class 40
bridece at TCUL on © Sentember 1944.

Pre;aratwmns~ or a river crossing bv the 317th Infaniry
were continucd throusnout the daw Seytember 1544 The 24
Bn moved into the FORET D3 PUVENZILLIE, nezar the Replimental

v {
Ce, at 0200, 7 September 1944. i'he lst Ln remaine
igh sround aorth oif JLZAINVIILIE and u: Jd
hign nround west of PCHT-A-LI0USS0H.

d on tins
&

At 0315, 7 Sentembsr 1944, the 24 Bn 318tk 1nlxnuvv
began to move from Division feserve, Aol 3
LAV B, towards the west ed;e of RPORIY
3d Bn resuined the attack on IIARBACHE. .
vanced against organized recistance during th 2w, anG at
2040, ths 3¢ Bn had taken HARBACHI, rat:z 0ls were sent essut
to the JIO3ELLE RIVER.

da

Meonvhilb the let On 319th Induntry Degan wovement =%
0430, T September 1944 from tre vicinit~ north of T0UL to-
wards BOL D LIVERDUY At 0550 ths Battalion was in the
vicinits of this Loreuu and at 1020 was engaged in clearing
the woods from north to south. By 1145 the Battalion wes
nearing the MOETLILE RIVER line and "C" Ccom:anv had sstcblished
contact with the 24 in 318th Infent:v on its left. By 2020,

the 1st Bn 319th Infantrvy had reacked a point near the river
line between LIV Ji and POI2EY, where the zdvance wasz

halted uptil daviicht.

The 2d Bn »1C%th Infsntrv outposLed the line from the
southwest edge of BRCIS DE SRDUT the left flank of the
3d Bn north ci ¥ORT DI oo The 3¢ Bn held the
bridgehead cast oi the TOUL and xle LOSELLE WIVER.,

On 8 3epteuber 1944, the 317th Infaniry continued pre-
varations for a river crossing, and actively patrelled the

river line,




The 718th Infantrv continued the attack on 8 September
1944 in the vicinitv ol [IARBACHE and BELLEVILLE. Enemy
sniper fire continued in KARBACKHE the morning of 8 September s
1944, At 1000 the enemyv developed a ustrong counterattaclk
that forced tize withdrawal of two companies of the 3d 3n
518th Infantry to the high ground north of HARBACHE.

The 2d Bn, clearing FORET DE L'AVAIT GARD:, metv deter-
mined eneny resistance. Two enemv tanks tried to overrun
. "E"™ Companv at 0750, but withdrew under heavv artillery {ire.
This Battalion was engaged in heavv fighting througlout the
dav, and by 1700, "G" Companw reported the destruction of
three enemv tanks. 3oth the 24 and 3d Zns dug in for the
night.

The 319th Iniantrvy continued to hold tre bridgehead
east of TOUL on 8 September 1944,

At 0935, the lst n 719th Infantry moved from 3BOIS DI
LIVERDUN to the east to relieve the 2d Bn 318th Infantiry
from its position west of FORET DE L'AVAI! GARDZ. The enemy
attacked from the vicinity of LIVERDUK at 1500 with infantry
and armor. This attack was stopped, and a counterattack by
the 1st 3n 319th Intantry reinforced bv "F" Company and one
section of the 610 Tank Destrover Bn, forced the enemy from
the high ground northwest of LIVERDU.J. The attack was pre-
ceeded by a ten minute artillery concentration from two
batterles of Corps Artillery 155 I guns and the fire of the
Cannon Company.

The 248 Bn 319th Infantry continued to outpost the
river line from the sgouthwest edge of 30IS DE LIVIRDUN to
the vicinity north of GONDKEVILLE. The >d Bn continued
to hold the bridgehead east of TOUL.

Preparatvions for the river crossing were continued
by the 317th Infantrv on © September 1344.

The 318th Infantrv continuesd mopping-up operations
in the vicinity of LARBACHE and BELLEZVILLZ. ©The 1lst 3n,
having been released from attachment to CCA 4th Armored
Division the previous dav, closed into an assemhble area
in the BOIS D& LA COTE-EI-HAVYE near the Regimental CP at
0400, 9 September 1944. '

At 0600, 9 September 1944, the Anti-Tank Flatoon of
the 3%18th Inrantry heard enemv troops moving aboul in the
vicinitvy of the west edge of ¥FCORET DE L'AVANL GARDE, north
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oif LIVERDUW. Two conceantrations of wurtillervy were fired
into this area and one enemy tvank was Llushed thus forcing
the ensmy foot troops to withdraw. <These troops were ob-
gserved moving couth towards LIVERDUW.

A plan of attack for the 24 3n 31lsth Infantry was de-
veloped with Companies "C" and "i'" of 319th Infantrv sup-
porting. "This Battalion was to move south through FORET
DE L'AVANT GARDZE, clearing the enemvy from the woods as far
as the river. The 3d 8n 318th Infantrvy was to move on
BELLEVILLE and MARSACHE, clearing the ¥FORED DITE ENIRI-DEUX
VOI&2S north of LARBACEE.

Bv 1730, 9 September 1944, BELLEVILLE was cleared of
the enemv, andé atv 1940, patrols of the 3d Bn were again
_entering MARBACEE. The enemy had withdrawn his main force
throughk the woods to the souln into the viecinity of POLPEY.

A" Company 319th Infantry, holding the higsh ground
northwest of ILIVERDUR, was to attack that town immediately
aiter the bridges near LIVERDUN had been bombed by the XIX
Tactical Air Command. When the air support did not arrive,
Company "A" was ordcred to attack at 1745. The northern
part of LIVERDUN was captured bv 2100 and pocsitions were con-
solidated for the night., It was planned to resume the at-
tack in the morning to clean out the remainder of tuc town.

The 2d Bn 319th Infantry (minus "F" Company, attached
to lst Bn) continued to outpost the river line vetween the
BOIS D& LIVEHDUL and GOWDREVILLE along the LOSELLE HIVER.
The 3d Bn continued to hold the LOSELLE RIVER bridgekhead
east of TOUL.

Alr suppori irom the XIX Tactical Air Command was
given the 3d Bn, resulting in the bombing of FORET DE HAY LD
to the front of the Battalion.

The 317th Infantry continued extensive preparations
for & river crossing. The lst Bn moved from a position
north of JEZAINVILLE to the FORET DI PUVEIELLE, northwest
of JEZAIIVILILS, on.l0 September 1944. Fhe 3d Bn moved
from the vicinity of PONT-A-LiOUSSOL to the eastern edge of
BOIS L PrRETRE. The 2d Bn moved Irom FOREZI DI PUVENELLE
northwards to the southrern edge of 30IZ LE PRETRE. These
movements to the woods were effected to help conceal troop
concentrations in connection with the planned river crossing.
Companies "B" and "X" maintained patrols along the river
front.
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The 3%318th Infantry continued to mop up I'ORET DITE
ENTRE-DEUX VOIZS and FORET DE L'AVAKT GARDE. "F" Company
was relieved by VA" Companv in patrolling the river line
between {IARCACHE and POLPEY. .The 24 Bn moved from FORET
DE L'AVAIY GARDE to the 30IS D& LA COI[E-EN-HAYE and closed
into the concentration area at 1410.

The 3d Bn, clearing the FORET DITH EITRB-DiUX VOIES
between BEILLEVILLE and MARBACHE, moved to the BOIS DE IA
COPl~EN=-BAYS, cloging into the concentration area at 1530.
The lst Bn remained in the woods west of BELLEVILLE.

This movement of the 318th Infantry was tne beginning
of preparations for a crossing of the LOSELLE RIVER.

Durlnb the attack of the 318th Infantrr on HILL 326,
FORET DE L'AVANT C&RDL, and the towns of BELLEVILLE and
mARBACnu, the 314th Field A rtlllery Bn in direct support
of the 315th 1n4antrv, fired a total of 2542 rounds of
amnunition.

The 319th Infantry maintained outposts along the
LOSELLE RIVER from POILPEVY to GOI'DREVILLE. Compzny "A"
resumed the attack from the northern vart of LIVERDUL at
0700 and by 1150, with the exception of a few snipers, the
enemy was cleared from the town.

The %d Bn, in position before GOWDREVILLE and VILLEY
Li SEC, attacked both these towns. Elements of Company
"Lt were in GOUDREVILLE at 1100, and found the enemy had
withdrawn most of his troops the previous uight. Companies
"It and "K" moved on the town and fort oi VILLEY LiZ SEC at
1240, and by 1600 that dayv both objectives were being rapid-
ly cleared of the enemv. Positions were conoolidated, and
patrols were sent to the east towards tihe FORLET DE HAYE,
west of WANCY.

The Division completed its preparations on 11 September
1944 for a river crossing of the [IOSELLE RIVER at DIEULOUARD.

The 319th Infantry prepared to attack the FORET DE HAYE
and NANCY Reconnaisance in force was made to the edge of
I"ORET D= hnv B, north to FONTENOY, and then southwest along
the LIOSELLE RIVER back to GOWDREVILLEZ. One sguad on patrol
east of VILLE LE SEC knocked out four enemv machine-guns.

The 24 Bn 3%19th Infantry relicved the lst Bn of out-
posting the river front from POLMFrEY to GOWDREVILLE. The 1lst
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Bn reverted to Regimental Reserve.

Field Order Humber 11l issued at 1700, 11 September
1944 directed the Division (Reinforced) (less 319th Infantry
and 1lst Bn %18th Infantry) to attack at 0400, 12 September
1944, force a crossing of the HOSELLE R1IVER in the vicinity
of DISULOUARD, and establish a bridgehead from PONT-A-LIOUSSON
south to LILLERY .

’
—

An estimated 5,000 - 6,000 enemy combat troops with
a high percentage of automatic weapons and urknown guantity

of artillery, were facing the Division from the eastern
bank of the HOSELLE RIViR.

The general plan provided for the XII Corps to cross
the [ QOSELLE EIVER and continue the advance to the east.
The 80th Division was lo secure a bridgehead in the vicluity
of DIXULOUARD, and expand it to the north and south.

The 35th United States Infantry Division wzs to en-
velop MNANCY from the south and east and then move north to
meet the 30th Division. The 4th Armored Division was to
envelop tne enemyv's flank and seize LUWLEVILLE and VIC-SUR-
SBEILLE.

The XX Corps, on the 30th Division left, was to advance
to the east with the X1I Corps.

Attachments to the Division at this time were: 610th .
Tank Destrover sattalion (Towed), 63%3d AAA AW (ibl) Bn, 7024
Tank Battalion and one platoon of the 60th I*ield IHospital.

supporting units were: 404th Field Artillery CGroup,
1117th Engineer Group and the 2¢ Platoon of the 613ih Clear-
ing Company.

The 317th Infuntrv was to seize the high ground across
the river east of DIEBEULOUARD with the 318th Intantrvy (minus
lst Bn) crossing later and moving north to the high ground
east of IONT-A-:0USSOI. The 1117th Zngineer Group was to
support the bridging operations.

American fi

ghter vombers from the IIX Tactical 4ir
Command vombed LUT

USS0y EILL at 1715,

To prevent disclosure ol the crossing, all movement
of troops and equipment to position for the attack was made
after darkness., A minimum essential reconnaisance of the

- 11 -




river front and gnorozaches to DIE ICUARYL was carried out.

At 2110, the 24 Bn 317th Infantrry started to move south
LroB ths S(lu L. PRETEE tc a position ﬂust gsouth of JEZAII-
VILLS & lf LLOI'UK‘ Cf "

v of DIBULCUATD. The 3d Bn slso stsrted

to move gouth frem ths 30I8 I FREATEERE to 2 gposition jfust

soutlh of TLZAL VILILI northwest ol DLLULCUALD. The 34
Bn closed into Tie ol arez at 0100 and the 24 Bn at
0145, 12 Se cuemcvﬁ The 1lst 3 aovin: from & pesi-

tion north of JEZAINVIILE, in the ¥Ciif DI PUVENELLE, close

into the forwverd zscerdblv arsa st C300.




