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SECTION I

A. Headquarters to which assigned or attsched:

as Assligned - 80th Infantry Division.

b. Attabhhed - 319th Infantry Regiment from 18 January 1945
to 22 January 1945.

ce Attached - Task Forcc Talbot from 23 January 1945 to
27 January 1945,

B. Location of Command Posts:

1 January 1945 - BISSEN, Luxzembourg (797335)

1 January 1945 - MERSCHEID, Luxembourg (732428)
18 January 1945 - GOESDORF, Luxembourg (730483)

22 January 1945 - MERSCIIEID, Luxembourg (732428)
22 January 1945 - WILTZ, Luxembourg )709530)

23 January 1945 - ESCHWEILER, Luxembourg (719569)
26 January 1945 - WILWERWILTZ, Luxcmbourg (757558)
28 January 1945 - FISCHBACH, Luxecmbourg (885286)

C. Suoporting er attached units:
as One platoon of light tanks, Company D, 702nd Tank Batt-
alion, from 18 January 1945 to 22 January 1945.

D. Missions, general description of gencral plan of action and
discussion of details of execution; communications:

The 80th Infantry Divislon was occupying a defensive position
south along the Surc River with only elements less than battalion
strength north of the strecam and firmly entrenched southwest of
GOESDORF, Luxembourg, as the period opened. Thc 26th Infantry
Division, on the right flank of the XX Corps, held positions
adjacent to the Division zone.

The 80th Reconnaissance Troop was being employed in mdntain-
ing contact between the two divisions on 1 January 1945. A
slight gap exlisted between the flanks of the two units and the
Troop set up an outpost line to fill the exposed terrain using
two platoons, the 1lst and 2nd, along the terrain running south-
east from Buderscheid. Each platoon set up OP's on the high
ground which commanded excellent view of the sector to the north-
west and considerable enemy information was observed and reported.
The 3rd platoon of the Troop was employed as separate sectlons,
maintaining radio contact with clements of the 26th Division at
Buderscheid and Esch sur Sure, and the 319th Infantry at Helder-
scheid. Satisfactory liaison was carried on with the adjoining
Division through this means in addition to the physical contact
being carried out by the outpost line. _

As operations of the Division rcmaincd more or less static
for the next four days, all three platoons remained in those
positions, the 3rd relaying hourly reports of the advance of the
attacking 26th Division., However, active patrolling to the

l
>




east of Troop sector was conducted and dismounted patrols from the - .
1st and 2nd platoons reconnoitered the area Nocher-Dahl-Goesflorf
over a three-day period. On 3 January 1945 the patrol of the

2nd worked northeast toward Nocher, picking up considerable enemy
information, and during the nlight another patrol moved toward

Dahl, establishing many hostile positions in that vicinity.

Similar patrols were operated by the lst Platoon toward Goesdorf
with excellent results. Progress, however, was limited due to

the heavy snow which made movement difficult and offered ermemy
excellent observation of daylight patrols working without cam=-
oflage suits. Nevertheless all patrols were succdssful through
aggressive and determined actlions. (Overlay)

Elements of the 319th Infantry, after grouping south of the
Sure Rlver, launched a coordinated attack north on 6 January 1945,
clearing Goesdorf. The Troop was immediately assigned the task
of maintaining contact with advance headquarters of the Regiment
and elements of the 26th Division still in Buderscheid. Accomp-
lishment of the assignment was effected through the use of one
~section, using radlo communication, at each headquarters con-
cerned. A second mission of preventing possible enemy infiltration
to the vitally lmportant bridge south of Goesdorf near Helder-
scheldergrund was also given the Troope. The 3rd Platoon set up
a road block along the road leading toward the bridge from the e
north, using dismounted machine guns supplimented with 37mm AT s
guns on the Armored Cars. ¥

As the Division continued to enlarge and secure their bridge- ..
head on 7 January 1945, the Troop was ordered to prevent enemy
infiltration into the 319th zone via the road leading south from
Buderscheid., Three sections were employed, one sectlion setting
up an observation post on the high ground due east of Buder=- -
scheid, a position that offered unlimited view of the approaches 'i
into the zone. One section set up in Dahl and another with elements:
of the 26th Division in Buderscheid. A contact patrol was _
operated through these three points at frequent intervals, comp-
leting a screen and preventing enemy infiltration. The lst .
Platoon maintained a road block along the road running parallel -
to the Sure River, preventing possible enemy vehlicular movement .
into the 319th Infantry zone from the east.

The Troop carried out the same tasks on 8 January 1945 and in
addition supplimented signal communication between the 317th
Infantry at Heiderscheld and the 319th Infantry at Goesdorf,

This necessitated the use of only one additional section since
one radio car was already being employed at Goesdorf. (Overley)

On 10 January 1945 the 1lst Platoon, after conducting a - =
reconnalssance eastward from thelr road block and discovering
the area cleared, moved their position one mile farther east.
To provide additional security and a warning system, an OP 'was "
established on the high ground south of Bockholz. At 1200, 13
‘January 1945 the Troop was relieved of the radlo contact nﬂesipn"
with the Infantry Regiments. - The 3rd Platoon in turn relieved ::
the 1lst Platoon at the road block, with the latter goingv
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Troop reserve at Bissen,

The Divis lon continued to maintain sand strencsthen its
defensive positions through 14-15 Janusry 1945 with the Troop
still being employed in maintaining contact between the 26th
add 80th Divisions and opecr-ting the road hleck ncar Bockholze.

A mission of sendling a raiding potrol into the cnemy 70th VG
Divislon CP at Goebelamuhle wen gilven the Troop on 156 Janurry
1945, Plan was to have the patrol move cocbward from Dabhl
through a route alrcady paotrolled by friendly Infontry elements,
cross the Sure River and maliec tLiheir way to bhe ecnemy command post
during the night hours, romocining in tlinb viecinity through the
next day and then raiding tiic CFP on the ul bt of 16 Janunsry 1945.
The patrol was successful in penetrabing o a point 500 yards

west of the river but density of ensmy dofenscs provented farther
movement and the patrol returned at 0650 16 Janw:.ry 1945. A
second attempt to complcte the mission wor made during the night
of 16 Janu:ry 1945 but again the numerous cnemy installations

and difficult terrsin madc oxtremely hazardous by heusvy snow,
stopped the patrol shorbt of Lts objcetlve., A grest number of
enemy positions, however, vcvece developed and Lhe potrol was
considered successful.

The 319th Infantry was rieparing Lo lowiehh on atiacl on
Nocher on 17 Januury 19405 and =L 1200 th+b dnte the Troop was
attached to that unit to provide flanl protection for the rcgiment
after 1t had taken its objeccllives. One plotoon of D Company,
702nd Tank Battalion, was st a2licd Lo the Troop bto provide add-
itlonal firepower.

The attock of the $10th Infantiy apprrontly S»oined complete
suprise and Hocher was talten afbter cnly unediuwm recsistance had
been met. Immediately the Troop displaced the 1ot Flstoon in the
area northeast of Dahl, phy:lcal contact being malntained with
I Company, 319th Infa try, -l the Llob Eabtallon 519th Infantry
on Hill 500, An OP wag cstablished 4 mile northenat of Dahl,
providing excellent observation on cnomy movewent to the reg-
imental front. The 3rd Ilatoon, probecting bthe regiment's leflt
flank, outposted the area betwcon Danhl nnd Mocher, physically
contacting K Company st rcgulnr time Inteorvils neor IHocher. The
2nd Platoon conducted a rond potrol Crow Gocodor{ northword to
Dahl and thence to Budorschceld whore @ nboeebt we. made with
adjacent units on the XX Corps right flanlz. TIn addltion to
these missions, the Troop opcrated an CP weob of Goesdorfl, the
post being manned by headgusrters personuel since all sectlons
of the platoons were being employed elscwhere (overlay)e Through-
out the operation the 1t ond Zid YPlaboon Ol's v jported large
concentrations 2nd jnmovemcnt ol coemy troops bto the north and
northeast of the Division front, ah times correccling artillery
fire upon the numerous positions. adjustment w.s made through
radio communications direct from the forwsrd posts, IHeavy snow,
extreme cold and limited visibllity at times, however, presented
a problem throughout the per iod.

The Tro op was relieved of its attachment to the 319th on 22
Januury 1945 as a withdrawal of enemy trocps in the scctor east
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§-3 OYERLAY
(SHONING DISPOSITION BOTH RECONNALSSAHCE
TROOP AND CONDUCT OF DISWXNTED PATROLS)
4APS: Frence=-selgiuas 1/25,000
YILT7% Sheets 123 North rnd South
FRQd: 010001 Jan 1945
TO : 052400 Jan 1945

HEADWARTERS B80TH RECONNAISSANCE TROON
MERSOHEID (v732428)
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of Wiltz was apparcnt. TITmmedictely the Troop was asslgned a
mission of contact betwecn the 317th Infantry, moving up on the
Divislon left flank, sud the 28th Cavalry north of Budershcied,
The mission was complcted wibhoubt difflculty but due to rapid
movement of the situnbtion, the Troop woo relived at 1600 and
ordered to reconuolter the aren cont of Wiltz bto Wilwerwiltz and
establish contact with cnemy infantry elements. A blown bridge
at Wiltz necessltatod o long bypassing meovement before the
mlssion could be started but ail threc hpd procecded at 2200,
arriving in Eschwellcr ot 0400 25 Janusry 1245. At 0800 the
three platoons moved castuzrd frow thal village toward Wilwer-
wiltz as part of Taslk Forsce Talbot which had been formed early
that morning. The ndvance went uninterrupted to a point 400
yards west of Wilwcrwilbz wherc heavy obacrved cnemy artillery
and mortar fire covercd the arca. Movement on toward the object-
lve, Hosingen, was Lipossible az the cnemy held the commanding
terraln east of the Clerf Riverin force -nd hid blown all
bridges across thc small siresm. The 1loi Platoon, attempting
to bypass the resistance, moved toward Enscherange but here
direct AT fire halted thelir progress just short of the town,
A dismounted patrol moved btoward the village to determine what
enemy forces occupiecd 1t but werc pinned down 100 yards short of
thelr goal and withdrcw ofier two cocunllilco were suffered.

Two OP's wecre extabliched on the Lilsh pround overlooking
both villages on 24 Janusry 1945 anaw atbached engincers attempted
to reconnoiter the 1iver bank Tor voasible Lrld”b sites. Enemy
small arms and worbar [irc wos cousisbent nnd prcvented a closc
reconiiaissance of the scetor but two OF's picked up considerable
information as to enewy dispositions cud velayed 1t through
normal radio channcls to Tro-p Headquarivers.

As Division infantry elements coutincucd Lhelir advance east-
ward to reach and clear the Clerf Kiver linc, the Troop situation
remained somewhat stabic. However contact was cstablished with
the 10lst Infantry on the Division's left lank on 25 January
1945.

The town of Pintsche was liberated on 25 Jmuary and Divislon
infantry contined a stendy advouace cact/ard. The Troop was
ordered to screcen the north flank wwl wnrint:dn contact with the
10lst Infantry who wnn slso drivlng eastword. On 27 Jmuery 194&
the mission was altercd and bhe W'oop orderced to protect both
flanks. The lot Platoon operated potrols cvery two hours from
Drauffel eastward, waking contact along; thie route with elements
of the 10lst. The other platoon operated from Lellingen east-
ward as Tar as forwnrd clements of the Infantry (Overlay).
Thirty-one PW's wcre taken by the lst Platoon after they had
assaulted Munschausscn with only a esmall patrol of six men on
27 January 1945,

The Troop was rollicved of its atiaschment on 28 January 1945
and assembled in Wilwerwiltz prior to the movcment to the newly
ass¢gncd Division sector west of Ichtcrnach. The 50 mile trip
was made by administrative convoy, all clements of the Troop
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closing in Fischbach at 1850,

Throughout the 29-30-51 January 1245 Lhe Troop was in
Division rescrve conducting rchabllitaition of personnel and
servining vehicles and weooponse.

At &. e
NMAX E. LIOE

lst Lt., Cavalry,
3=5 Oflicer.
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8-3 OYERLAIX

(showing disposition 80th Ron Troop in outpost
of Division NE flenk and lonation of rosd blooks
and OP's)

MAPS: Frenoce-Belgium 1/235,000
WILTZ Sheets 123 North and South

FRQM: 060001 Jenuary 1945
TO : 171200 Jenuary 1945

HEADVUARTERS 80TH RECONNATSSANCE TROGP
MERSCHFID, Luxeabourg (v733428)
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{showing visrosition 80th Ren Troop

in defens~ fiepke 519th Infantry
and ocondi. ot s and eontact
petrols. ;

MAPS: Freunc-=ic gius 1/235,000
WILT. ‘iheets 133 North and South

FRGQ4: 181800 January 1943
TO ¢ 330700 Jenmuary 1948

HEADWARTERS 80TH RECONNAISS ANCE TROOP
GOESDGRF, Luxsabourg (730483)
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(Showing patrol plan in defaense of
flanks of Task Force Suaaers))
WJAPS: FranceeBelgiua 1/50,000
Wiltz Sheet 122
FRQ4: 1200 26 Janusery 1945
To : 0800 238 January 1945 KO

HEADW ARTERS 80TH RECONNAISSANGL T >0
NILYER¥ILTZ, Luxeabourg. (756557)




SECTION II

Period: 1-6 Januory 1040
Maps: France and Lclgium 1/50,000
WILTZ Shect 122

As the perlod opecned the cnemy was centrenched firmly along
the Sure River from its junction with the Clerf River westward
to Bockholz and Goesdorf thence northh townsrd Dohl. The outstand-
ing terrain around Goesderf offcrcd excellent observation for
hostile forces Tacing owr Lroops who hnd pushied Lo the southern
bank of the Sure River anc csitablisbed n gmell bridgehoad one
mile southwest of Goesdorf. lleavy artlilery concentrations hit
towns lliberated by our forces consistenvly through the period.
Enemy ncbelwerfers werce nlso active, concentrations belng rcc-
eived periodically at lleiderccheid, Eachdorf and Buderscheid.
Dismounted patrols of the Troop develoved strong cnemy forces
in Goesdorf on 3 January 19415 along wibh considerable movement,
including several tanks. VYatrols from the 2nd Flatoon also
developed much enemy activity in Dabl -nd Hocher, the btovms
evlidently being occupicd during the doybtimec »nd cnemy patrols
working from them at night. Lhemy nir was negligible through
the period. Enemy patrolling was extremely nctive,. sevoral of
them being wiped out by our Infantry. Copsbillibles of enemy
forces in the area on 5 Jonurry 1945 were to defend the ridge line
Goesdorf-Nocher with two battalions of infsutky reinforced with
artillery and nebelw.rfer or to atiack wesl, southwest or south
from Bourscheid, Kelunen or Purden with clewmentbts of the 7¢th and
352nd Volks Grenadier Divicionc.

Period: 6-19 Janurry 1945
Maps: France and Delgium 1/50,000
WILTZ Shect 122

The attack of the 319th Infantry on 6 Jonuory 1945 clcared
Goesdorf and Dahl, shoving enemy forces northward toward Nocher.
An enemy counterattack on Dabl with at lesct two companies of
infantry supported by 11 Lsnks wnos repuloed with henvy losses to
the cnemy. As the S0th Division went inho o bomporary defensive
setup after the 319th Infente; 's attack, the eunemy defonded a
line south of the Wiltz ijver, wlth blic locher 2s o binge. Con-
siderable artillery, nebelwerier ond worinr concentiratlions
continued to harrass out trcops dolly md ~newmy patrolling con-
tinued to be extremely sctive. Troops fncling our front lines
evidently were covering ithc derman's lorge senle withdrawal to
the east from the Bastogne scetor, protcceting the rond net running
east from Wiltz. An eight m-n patrol of the Troop deveoloped
enemy positions east of Dahl on 16 ond 17 Januery 1945, Enemy
traffic, especilally horse-drawn vchicles, wos henvy along the
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Wiltz road with most of the movement being Lowara Lhie easte.
(%]

Period: 19-22 Janunxy 1945
Mep s: France awl Delglum 1/50,00C
WILTZ Sheet 122

Medium resistance was webt as the Z19th Infantry assaulted
and cleared Nocher on 19 Jonu-ry 1945, Trocp obscrvation posts,
established on both flanl:z of the regimental {ront, obscrved
considerable encmy movemcnt Into Connthiom on 20 Jmusry 19485,
heavy concentratiocnzs of ciwcry oot broops ond vehicles in the
viecinity of Alscheid cund wmuclh: mevement cootward out of Wiltz,

A general enemy withdrsawal of the scetor was indicntede. IEnemy
nebelwerfer fire protect:d btz wovewent, shelling our forward
positions heavily on 20 »nd 21 Jdouner; JUdh,  ardtillery (ire
was neglibible after 20 donu ry 1040,

Period: 22-26 Janu:ry 1945
Maps: Frsnce und Lclgium 1/50,000
WILTZ Sheet 122

A complete disengarcment movement by the cnemy developed
on 22 Januaory 1945 with scabbered elcements providing rear guard
action as the bulk of Germnn forces wmved c¢rut of the Clerf
River. Defending the towns of Wilwerwilbz, Draulfel and En-
scherange, the enemy dug in on vhe high - cound et of the River,
halbing our advancec wibh henswy smell nrma, direct AT ond observed
artlllery and mortar fire, #Flerce roesisbance waz meb along the
river, especially from forces «Jdlepleoced in Wilwerwillz and En-
shceraonge with automabic wenpons, Inemy owbtlillery zeroed 1n and
harrassed vehicular movement on Lhe road lending castvard in
Eschweiler. Severe cold woother, Limited oboervablieon and deep
snow provided excellent [ncloirs fop the caomy In his delaying
defenses,

Period: 26-28 Jamuary 1945
Maps: France and Belgium 1/50,000
WILTZ Sheet 127

The highway running north and south from osingen to Hos=-
cheid waz the rext line of rcgsistance sct up by the cnemy after
our infantry eclements crushed his defenses along tvhe Glerf Rilver.,
Minefields, with box ond pl stic type mines beling used, were
scattered through the nrea. A conspicuous 1uck of enemy artillery
fire was obscrved as Lhe “lcrmwans evidently wmoved thelr heavier

guns back into the Seipfricd Line lesz thnan 10 lllowebers awaye

(5]

Qur lst Platoon took oL Fii's and cleared lunshnuaseun on 2
January 1945 with 1ittle oir no btroubles
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HEADW ARTERS BOTH RECONNAISS ANGE TROOP
COESDORF, Luxeabourg (730483)

DATE: 20 Jemuery 1945




IN‘

CLASS I = No dirficulty has as yet been encountered in pro-
ouring edequete retions. The prectice of this organization has
been to draw 10-in-One, C Rations snd B Rations on alternate days
thus varying the rations for the platoons as much as possible.
Insofar as the tactiocml situation peruits, an atteapt is made to
retain at lesst one platoon in reserve. During the past period
the situetion demanded commitaent of nll platoons the greater maj-
ority of the time.

SECTION III

CLASS II = The supply end re~supply of Class II iteas of equip-
aent has been efficlents At the close of the period Shoe-pacs were
received in large sizes to offset the lack of combat beots in une
obtainable sizes. Shoe-pacs have not been in use for sufficient
time for comment. It is anticipated thet the Shoe=pac will be
satisfaotory for aeabers of this organization. Replaceaent of hande
ksrohiefs has during the present period remained oriticale. No
diffioculty has been encountered in replsoceaent of selvaged iteas of
equipaent.

CLASS III « The supply end re-supply of Cless III has been
executed with facilitys No difficulty has been encountered in maine
teining proper fuel levels. Difficulty has been encountered in
proouring No. 10 Engine 0il. No. 30 Engine 0il 1s being used with
satisfactory resultse The procureaent of proper lubricating gresase
has offered no problea.

ORDNANCE = No difficulty has been encountered in the repdsce-
aent of damaged or lost weaponse One M-8 Amacred Car was lost
during the period replacement of whioh was accoamplished in five
dayse In one partioular ocase however 1t was necessary to return
& vehigcle on three separate occasions for proper adjustament of a
newly installed clutche Had the work bsen properly performed while
the vehicle was initially in higher echelon, the necessity for two
additional trips would hsve been obviated.

SIGNAL « Supply of items of Signasl eQuipment has been excell=
ent.

ENGINEER « Supply of items of engineer equipaent offered no
problem since needs during the period were prsctically nil.

' CLASS V = During the period amaunition expenditures were neg-
ligible. The resupply of expended samunition has not, during the
period or prior to this period, offered a problem. A saall reserve
supply of all types of emmunition is carried to offset immedlate

demands of using unite.
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MEDICAL SUPPLY AND EVACUATION: Three aid men attached teo
this organizetion are supplied through the Troop S-4. Casualties
are evaocuated by platoon vehicle to the nearest aid statione.

ugg:cal supplies for the aid men have been obtained with minimum
4 Ye

SECTION III (Cont‘*a)
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MAX Eo MOE
1lst Lt., Cavalry,
S=-4 Officsr.
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SECTION IV

TABLE NUMBER 1

(Figures taken from Morning Repoft up to and including
Sl January 1945 for the period 1=31 Jenuary 1945)

5 &5 56586 85 85

RATE
S5 Jan 45
7 Jen 45
1l Jen 45
18 Jan 45
13 Jan
15 Jan
17 Jen
18 Jen
19 Jen
33 Jan
ﬁﬁ Jan
39 Jen 45
TOTAL

‘

80th Reconnsissance Troop

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY

KIA DOW WIA4 IIA MIA |IOTAL RIR's

3 o 4 0 0 6 1
o o o 1 o 1 1
0 o 3 3 0 6 3
0 0 0 0 0 0 1
o 0 0 1 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 o 1 0 0 1 1
o 0 3 0 0 2 3
0 o 1 1 o 2 0
1 o 4 0 0 5 1
0 0 0 1 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1
s 0 15 7 0 25 13
10 =

=



SEOTION IV (Cent®d)

h Reconnaigssnce Treo
TABLE NWMEER 8

PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED
Date Brs
87 Jen 45 3L

SO

Total 31
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SEOTION IV (Cont*a)
80th Reco issan Q0

TABLE NUMBER 3

REPLACRMENTS RECEIVED
(Inoluding Hospital Returnees)

Date No.
16 Jan 45 1l
18 Jan 45 b
37 Jen 45 1l

Total 3
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SEOTION IV (Cent'a)
80th Q0 is a 00
TABLE NUMEER 4

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
(Decorations awarded frem leS1 Jan 45, Inol)

R

Distinguished Service Cress (Posthumously)
Distinguished Service Cross

S8ilver Star (Posthumously)

Silver Star Medal

Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star Medal
Bronze Star (Posthumously)

Bronze Star

Osk Leaf Cluster to Bronze Ster Medal

Air Medsl

Oak Leaf Cluster to Alr Medal

Soldier®s Medsl

Purple Heart Award

(l;t) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart Award

bk BhbhblklbBlbbkblbkhb

(8rd) Oak Leaf Cluster te Purple Heart Award

D) Lo f P
MAX E. MOE
1st Int. ca“lry.
Sel oeTo




PAUL Lo SMITH
Ceptein, Cavalry
Comman o



