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A. Headquarters to which a s signed or utt :; chod: 
a. Assigned - 80th Infantry Division. 
b. Attahhed - 319th Infantry Regiment from 18 January 1945 

to 22 January 1945. 
c. Attached - Tasle Force Talbot from 23 January 1945 to 

27 January 1945. 

B. Location of Co~nand Posts: 

1 January 1945 - BISSEN, Luxembourg (797335) 
1 January 1945 - IiIERSCHEID, Luxembourg (732428) 

18 January 1945 - GOESDORF, Luxembourg (730483) 
22 January 1945 - MERSCllliID, Luxembourg (732428) 
22 January 1945 - WILTZ, Luxembourg )709530) 
23 January 1945 - ESCHWEILER, Luxembourg (719569) 
26 January 1945 - WILWERWILTZ, Luxembourg (757558) 
28 January 1945 - FISCHBACH, Luxembourg (885286) 

C. Su)porting or attached units: 

a. One platoon of light tanks, Company D, 702nd Tank Batt­
alion, from 18 January 1945 to 22 January 1945. 

D. Missions, general description of general plan of action and 
discussion of details of execution; communications: 

The 80th Infantry Division was occupying a defensive position 
south along the Sure River with only elements less than battalion 
strength north of the stream and firmly entrenched southwest of 
GOESDORF, Luxembourg, as the period opened. rrho 26th Infantry 
Division, on the right flank of the XX Corps, held positions 
adjacent to the Division zone. 

The 80th Reconnaissance Troop was being employed in mantain­
ing contact between the two divisions on 1 January 1945. A 
slight gap existed betvlE)en the flanks of the two units and the 
Troop set up an outpost line to fill the exposed terrain using 
two platoons, the 1st and 2nd, along t~e terrain running south­
east from Buderscheid. Each platoon set up OP's on the high 
ground which commanded excellent view of the s~ctor to the north­
west and considerable enemy information was observed and reported. 
The 3rd platoon of the Troop was employed as separate sections, 
maintaining radio contact with clements of the 26th Division at 
Buderscheid and Esch sur Sure, and the 319th Infantry at Heider­
scheio.. Satisfactory liaison was carried on with the adjoining 
Division through this means in a,ddition to the physical contact 
being carried out by the outpost line. . 

As operations of the Division r emained more or less static 
for the next four days, all three platoons r emained in those 
positions, the 3rd relaying hourly reports of the advance of the 
attacking 26th Division. However, active patrolling to the 
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east of Troop sector was conducted and dismount.ed patrols from the ' 
1st and 2nd platoons reconnoitered the area Nocher-Dahl-Goes~orf 
over a three-day period. On 3 January 1945 the patrol of the 
2nd worked northeast toward Nocher, picking up considerable enemy 
information, and during the night another patrol moved toward 
Dahl, establishing many hostile positions in that vicinity,. 
Similar patrols were operated by the Is t Platoon toward Goesdor:f 
with excellent results. Progress, however, was limited due to 
the heavy snow Which made movement difficult and offered enemy 
excellent observation of daylight patrols working without cwm­
oflage suits. Nevertheless all patrols were succElssful through 
aggressive and determined actions. (Overlay) , 

." ~: .. ' 
' ;) 

Elements of the 3l9th Infantry, after grouping south of the . .. : ... . ': 

Sure River, laWlched a coordinated attack north on 6 January ,1945, , '" 
clearing Goesdorf. The Troop was immediately assigned the task , ' 
of, maintaining contact with advance headquarters of the Regiment 
and elements of the 26th Division still in Buderscheid. Accomp­
lishment of the assignment was effected through the use of one 

, section, using radio communication, at each headquarters con­
cerned. A second mission of preventing possible enemy infiltration 
to the vitally important bridge south of Goesdorf near Heider­
scheidergrund was also given the Troop. The 3rd Platoon set up 
a road block along the roaa leading toward the bridge from the 
north, using dismounted machine guns supplimented 'with 37mm AT ,:',1 
gWlS on the Armored Cars. ' >,1 

As the Division continued to enlarge and secure their bridge- ' ,,; ,. j 
head on ,7 January 1945, the Troop was ordered to prevent enemy 
infiltration into the 3l9th zona via the road leading south 'from 
Buderscheid. Three sections were employed, one section setting " 
up an observation post on the high ground due east of Buder;' . ' " 
scheid, a position that offered unlimited view of the approaches <:1 
into the zone. One section set up in Dahl and another with elements',,: 
of the 26th Division in Buderscheid. A contact patrol was 
operated through these three points at frequent intervals, , coinp.­
leting a screen and preventing enemy infiltration. The, lst ,'.\ 
Platoon maintained a road block along the road running p~a11e1 , . -,~ 
to the Sure River, preventing possible enemy vehicular movement' .,;, ,';, 
into the 319th Infantry zone from the east. ' , ' :~~~,,; 

The Troop carried out the same tasks on 8 January 1945 ~d in 
addition supplimented signal communication between the317th 
Infantry at Heiderscheid and the 3l9th Infantry at Goe sdor:f. , 
This necessitated the use of only one additional section since 
one r 'adio car was already being employed at Goesdorf. (Overlay) 

" \ On 10 January 1945 the 1st Platoon, after conducting a 
reconnaissance eastward from their road block and discov~ring, 
the area cleared~ moved their position one mile farther 'east~:' : ' 
To pr'ovide additional security and a warning system, anOP':,was '·" 
established on the high ground south of Bockholz. At 1209" ,13 ':_ ',-

"Sanuary ,1945 the Troop was relieved of the radio contact lllis~iQIl :','5 , '};' 
with the Infantry Regiments. , The 3rd Platoon in' t-urn r~J._l~ve,.~ :~i:0.:X'<,:i;::.~ 
the 1st Platoon at the road block, with tter 'soing( 1nto >,'r:)~',;:::J2"\ 
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Troop reserve at Bissen. 
The Div:b ion continued to 111~ .,Ln tn:i.n tlnd ::; tl'cn rs thon its 

defensive pos it ions tl1roue;h 14-15 J D.nu[jl~y Hl'15 wi t11 the Troop 
still being employed in mninl~ :, ininc cont nc t hct.ween the 26th 
arld 80th Divisions and ol"cr"(.inr: the ro nd l)l()cl~ ne.':lI' J3ocl\l~olz. 
A mission of sending 0. rnidln t ; 1>' t1'01 inLo t he enemy ?'Jth VG 
Division CP at Goebelsmuhle W:~0 c, iven t.he 'froop on 15 .TanUl~·.1'y 
1945. Plan wa~~ to hav,~: U1C 1"\ tro1 movc c ·.·.:.· L·;/: ,1'c1 from Dnhl 
through a route alrendy 1) :'. trulled by fri.nndly infantry elements, 
cross the Sure River LInd Jlwkc til,~,jr 'Il:l.j- to I.he (;ncmy command post 
during the night hours, l'cill:.:.lnLnc; in th~J!~ v.tr::inity tll1'ough the 
next day and then raidinG Lbo Cl' on Lho ni.:.::·. l1:~ of I e Janu:Jry 1945. 
The patrol wa:J successful in pono t1':: I~inc; tD a point 500 yards 
west of the river but don:dLy of' (111::;111] dc r cn~;os provented farther 
movement and the patrol rotnrnod 8t OG30 16 .lanu ' ry IG45. A 
second attempt to complete tho nLls r; ion w":' m:Jdc during the night 
of 16 Janury 1945 but !tC:l1n the numerous C'iCl",lY inr;ta11ations 
and difficult terra.in mo.0c o:::tl'cmely ha/',:1.:cdo \ l8 bJ he ·.~.vJ snow, 
stopped the patrol short; of .Lt:, objeetiv0. A crent number of 
enemy positions, however, \V(; , 'C Jcv r, loped and 1',]10 l".trol VI ::>.;:; 

considered successful. 
The 319th Infantry YJ~ ~ :. l '}'CP : 11' inc I;Q l ' ,ulich'.'n !l t :.aclc on 

Nocher on 17 Janu~ .. ry L) 11 C) mid :' t 1200 I;])"t c.h Le the 'rroop was 
attached to that unit to I,rovid.c fI r:nl', Pl'ot8~t:Lon fertile regiment 
after it had trucen its ol\Jccl;i~..r0;J. One FL·.tOOD of D Company, 
702nd Tank Batt::dion, wac (It : l '~· i ; (;'.l t o trlc Troop [:;0 provide add­
itional firepower. 

The attock of tho 3l'Jth Ini';tnl;l'J rliT "Te nt] y ::~ : l .incd complete 
sUlJrise and Nocher WftS talwn !lftcr enlJ ldcd.Lum l' usict.'lt1c e hod 
been met. Immediately the 1'roop clj ,Jpl:lc cci the J:::t Fln.toon in the 
area northeast of Dahl, plq:d.cnl contflct be:i.nc liinintn:i.ned with 
I Company, 319th Infm try, ' ~ n', ~ U"!() l:'t E.'d;t,:l.J i()ll 3l:)th Infnntry 
on Hill 500. An OP wns e:.:~t:ll.l]L:Jhed ~. 111iJ <; norL:])e:l:::t of Dnhl, 
providing excellent obserV r,t, i un on Cn(;lllY J1l0VG1IJ(;nt 1;0 t hu r eg ­
imental front. The 3rd l'lut()on, pro tc c t. :tne; t; he r(;c;1men l:; 18 left 
flank, outposted the fll'en. be t';:c (~ n Da1l1 ; \rld Hoehcr, phys iC fl l1y 
cont acting K Company nt rc c uJ. :ll' t. ime inter'!:; l:} no flJ' Hocher. 'rhe 
2nd Platoon conducted a r('nu. I'!~,tl'o l frolil C;uo~J'.lor:l' northvul.1'd to 
Dahl and thence to Buds~"c~)c.Ld \,;1)81'0 (0 l1t : "~l~ \'/ " . mnuc 'Nlth 
adjacent lUlits on the XX Corp::: riEjht fl :. ,ulc . In .'v}(iition to 
these missions, the Troop op cr n t8d UD or we s t of Gocsdorf, the 
post being manned by he auclu:rrtr:.T s l)Cl'SOIH101 :JincQ ::tll 3ections 
of the platoons were be:i 11;3; 0ilJploj ')cl 01:-; c <,J)(;1'(: (ov orlay). ThrouGh­
out the operation tJ~e l'l; '.' p( l ;:)l'll l '1nl;oon OIls r I'Ol'ted l,'1rg e 
concentrations~;.nd JrlOVOJllcn t or C' llO)r]Y trOO1-' 3 t (l t.ho nOl'th nnd 
northeast of the Division front .• ,'11:. tlmc3 C01'l'CcL".Jng artillery 
fire upon tho numorous posit lOllS. ;~(i. jU8 tmon·t "oiv. ,::,; made through 
radio comTl1unicut ions direct frolll~ho f01'w :)1' 6 fost s. He avy snow, 
extreme cold and limited visibility at timos, hOi'H~ver, presented 
a problem throughout the pci~ iod. 

The TID op was relieved of lts attachmont to the ;)19th on 22 
Janu <lry 1945 as a withdrawal of enomy troops in tho sector cast 
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of Wiltz was aplJarent. I Hll11 t'! di[.l. 'cely the 'rroop W 'J. 3 ass igned a 
mission of contact between the 317th Infnntry, moving up on the 
Div islon left flanl~ , ,~ll1cl i;he 28th Cnv oJ.ry nor th of Buder shc ied. 
The misslon WAS completed ~'dtllOut d.i.fflculty but due to rapid 
movement of the situnL.!..cll1, tho Tro op W'. ::' r c l ived at 1600 and 
ordered to recoDltoitor the nrcn. e:g:t of Wil tz to \'Hlwerwiltz and 
establish contact '::lLll enumy inf n.ntry clements. A blown bridge 
at Wiltz necessitatod :1. lone bypasninc IIlOVClllont before the 
mission could be s t ,~lrLe<l b ut :l:U t1'I1'c(; h~cl proceeded a t 2200, 
arr iv ing in Eschvre i1 <.:J' nt 0,100 ~~;::, J rt.nu· :l'Y I~H5. At 0800 the 
three platoons moved 0~18 L '. i ~:rd 1'1"0111 t ll,..l v111 r.lCe toward Wilwer-
.... Jiltz a s p8.rt of '1' :181: FoJ.'~o 'l'nlbot ·\l h~.~h h ad boon i'ormed early 
that morning. 'rho.'1 (i.v :Inca went unIntc) r.l'up tcd to a point 400 
yards west of Wil\'/ (; l'wl1tz '"here hoovy 01:o:::<.; rvod enemy artillery 
and mortar fire cover od I:. ho are D. . Movement on toward the object­
ive, Hosineen, wa,;;; i1l1p0381ble D:C' the enamy held the commanding 
terrain east of' the Cle ri' Hivcrln force '.lnd h'_' d blo'im all 
bridges across the 3J1. ~l . 11 stren.m. 'l'ilO 1 :: L l ' l at;oon, attempting 
to bypass the r (5 ::; i s tance, lJIoved to\'i[1l'd En:1chel' nnge but here 
direct AT fire halted L; :e11' procre3s jw~t 8110rt of the town. 
A dismounted patrol ]Jwvcu. tow ard the V.LJJ'lCe to d e termine what 
enemy forces occupied it but were pinned lio.m 100 yards short of 
their goal and vl1thdre\'/ :'.r:,;<;1' [;,/0 c o ::.: ."1 1L.Lc8 'il e re suffered. 

Two OF's wore ext;lb ~1 j.~~]lCcl on ,',he li .L !.:; l1 cro1.1nd overlooking 
both vil1 8.ges on 2/j .T:lntl :.ry 1~J5 'tml. :1.t l~~lr. b o<l eng ineers attempted 
to reconnoiter trIO riv er l):.lnk fol' pO:Jidi 'lo bridge sites. Enemy 
small arms 8nd 1111'')1' L :11' .f j 1' (; "1: .1. 2, C0113 .Ls tr::n t nn e] !, rcvcnt ed a closo 
recol1l iD.is san ce or t,l !c sv.:-t'.) r l)ut L':IO 01' '~l I'ic)~ed up 00 nsiderable 
information as to OW..;1:;; di G~} 03:i Lion::; '. nd l'cl:1ycd it tlrrollGh 
normal radio c:lnnne l::; to 'l'ro · 'p ne c: dqu ;l.L~t cr :::;. 

As Division inf :lll. tl'j c lcmcnt~.; co,ltlnc u cd L]lcir aciV8nce east­
ward to reach and ole.:11' tIle Clerf H:1.vcr line, the Troop situa tion 
remained somewhat st 8. Lic. However C(,)l L.'l.ct vias established with 
the 101st Inf(;'.ntry on the Division I:.; l eft flank on 25 January 
1945. 

'rho town or Fintsc1'Jo W ,,)8 libol"ltcd on ~25 Jm u .:1ry and Division 
infantry cont.tned a [)L;c : !d~i ~.l.clv :.ucc oa::t·::u"d . 'I'ho l'roop was 
ordered to scroen tll O \I ,:)):,ch flanlt :uld ijln.i..nt :.dn contact with the 
101st Inf.antry who VI:!: : :) 130 clrlv lns e::1 c.:tFlnrd . On 27 Jm u ury 194E 
the mission W D, S altcl'c:<l~l. n<l the 'l' ~'o(lp ordered to protect both 
flo..'1.](s. The l ::; t PlaLoull Opcl'.'.llod LJ "[',l' u 13 ovei'Y two hours from 
Dr auf'f e 1 , e as tViard, 1ll:lJ ~ ln0 contGct ~110nt~ t il e rO '-lte vIith elements 
of the lOlst. '1'11e othor pl nL oon oper ;lte<l from Lellingen ellst­
ward as far as for 'NnI'd element:J of tho lnfn.ntry (Overlay). 
Thirty-one PW 1:3 were toLen by tlJC 1 :; t l'latoon after they had 
assaulted Munschausscn wlth only :1 small p nt rol of six men on 
27 January 1945. 

The Troop was r ~ licvcd of its lJ.t i.,D. chment on 28 January 1945 
and assembled in Wilwerwiltz prior to the movoment to the newly 
assigned Division sector we:::;t of Echtcrn 8.ch. The 50 mile trip 
was made by Rdministr.'lt ivo co n voy, all c lements of the Troop 
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closing in Fischbach nt 1830. 
Throughout the 29-30-31 J ,'1J1urll'Y 1~)15 tlJe 'rroop wns in 

Division reserve conductins 1'(·hnbllit; .,t0iol1 of pe rsonnel and 
servining vehicles Dnd \V'') ''.pons 0 

7;;~~.~~ 
!':i A .. "{ E. IJOE 
1st Lt. , Cavalry, 
8-3 Officer. 



COI\/TACT PTL OPR BE::.TWE;.{;-N 

... ?~~ 
2~2. \ 

I:; 

71 

.tJ 
•• 
1~2 

# 

\ .... 
3(BlJBo 
(bJAN 45" 

oNLY) 

•• 
3 IBn3 

~. 

.~. 

.,"~ 

§'-A 2.Y.lB1t.AI 

RADIO c.oM~ 
(7 JAN 45) 

l7' 

,. 
2~3 

(Showing dlapoaltlon 80th Ron Troop in outpoat 
ot Divlalon NE tl~nk And 1ooption or ro~d blooka 
~nd OP'.) 

~4PS: Frenoe-Belglua 1/25,000 
WIL~ Shee ta 122 North And South 

HROM: O~OOO1 J~nuAry 1945 
TO : 17laOO JAnuAry 1945 

HEAD1U.A.RTBHS 80TH RECONN~rSS~CE TROOP 
MERSCHF.ID, Lux •• bourg (v73a4~8) 

50 



' 0;. " . " 

---+---51 

~S.bowlng ,)j . :~ I) !l it1on OOth Ron Troo p 
1n d.rH •• -" n '-uka :'>lCJth Inf" ntT~; 
I'Ind oor.,k C'!. · . " ~1 'Hld cont"I't 
patrols;. ) 

MAPBs J'rfllu c .. , _ :.i<. ~~lUi1o 1/.15.000 
WIL'r'~ -ib.eet.. 13:1 North I'Ind South 

),RQ,U 181200 JanUAry 1;4' 
TO I 130'00 J.~Z'7 19,~ 

Bl4DWAR'1'DS 80m RJ:OONNAISSANCE 't'ROO? 
QOKSDORr. LuxMbourl ('30'83) 

I 
t 

'\ I ••. 

I 
I, 2~~-J 

~Bo 

74-



.. ... -

5S--+---

. .. ..... ' " .- -,....... . •.. -. . - ,_.. .. - . 

.§. .. ~ .2~laB:&l!X 

(Showing patrol plen in defense of 
tlAnk. ot TA.k lI'are., SUIa.r&e re J 

• .lAPS: J'raaoe-Be1giua 1/50,000 
W!lt~ Sheet 122 

P'Ra.U 1aOO 2& JallWlry 1945 
To : 0600 ae JanuAry 19'5 

.'- -_/ 

HEA.DW fillTKRS 80TH REOONNAISS ,~Cl~ ' [, ii yt' 
\YIL7fERnL~. Lux_bourg. (75a55?) 

I 

53 

go 

11 



'1 

SECTION II 

Per iod: 
Maps: 

1-6 Janu:J.ry 1~)i1!"> 

France and Lle lC;ium 1/S0, OuO 
WILTZ Sheet 122 

As the period opened the enemy W8~, ontrenched firmly along 
the Sure River from its jW1cl~ ion wit}) the Cl':: rf HiveI' Vlestward 
to Boekholz and Goesdorf t:lCl1ce north Lowru:'cl D,':1.111. The outstand­
ing terrain around Goesc1ol'f offcre<l exc ell e nt; ob::;erv: ltion for 
hostile forces facinG 0 1U' troops who 11:)(:1 {lL8licd to tI1C southern 
banic of the Sure Rlvcr :lac: c~; t'1.bl1s11Od f'. 81!wll bridgehoad one 
mile southwest of Goesclorf. HC :J vy :trtlilf.TY cOllGentI'ntion::; hit 
towns liberated by our forcc8 con::;ist c ncly tlu'ough the period. 
Enemy nebclwerfcrs woro ~ ',L;o ' lctivc, concentr rttions being rec­
eived periodically at lIeiclo1'3clleid, E::;clldorf :md Euderscheid. 
Dismounted patrols of the 'rroop dovelo:'J ed strong enemy forces 
in Goesdorf on 3 J::mu,'l l'Y 1'J,15 nlone wiLh con::;idc )' able movement, 
incl udine sever al tanks. P ntrol s frolJl t,hc ~:~nd Platoon a l::;o 
developed much enemy 8ctiv1 ty in Dab1 :'nd llr)chcr, the to\'ms 
evidently being occup ied du,:d.nc; t h e d[lJ t lJllc "nrJ. enemy patrols 
working from them at nl0l.t. :!~'lCmy nlr W,'J [] ]l0Clii.:; iblc t h rough 
the period. Enemy patro11j,nc H ~.l ~ extr eme ly :l.ctive, . Devoral of 
them beinG wiped out b :,' (j Il l ' l i) .f ~lntry. C ~lp :i1)1J 11:.tc:::; of enemy 
forces in the area on 5 <!unu'\ r J' 1~H5 were to oJei'cnu. tbe ridge line 
Goesdorf-Nocher with tViO b a t talions of ,i,nf"";1 t:by roinforced with 
artillery and nebelw ,.' rfor 01' to at :,.') ck Vlu:::; l, r.>Oll thl':est or sOllth 
from Bourscheid, Kellmen or i'ouru.c n with ole lll': n l~ ~l of the 79th 8nd 
352nd Yolks Grenadier Divic ion~. 

Period: 
Maps: 

6-19 J::mu ~r'y HJ-15 
France !'ll1Q Bel c ium 1/::;0,000 
WILTZ Sheet 128 

The attack of the 31'Jth Infn.ntry on 6 Jnnu .'.)ry 1915 cleared 
Goesdorf and Dahl, shovinG enemy forces n ortlJw.'lrd tow :=trd Nocher. 
An enemy counter att~lcl~ on D[lhl with at le os t tno comp ,'lnies of 
infantry sUPl ,orted by 11 t:lnl::J \"[" . G rcpu]:::cd '>', ith JW!!vy losses to 
the enemy. As the 80th Div.1.::d.on v,jent ill ;, 0 f'! ccmpol':)ry defensive 
setup after the 319th Inf ."l1 t .c;/ ' ,J ntL ::-l cl~, t. 11C e nomy defended a 
line south of the Wiltz In.vc:.l', ~'Ilth L:hc l:\)c:hcl' .'.18 U hInce. Con­
siderable artillery, ncbel\'lc:l'.l'oi' :.'l'vJ li~OJ'i;f1.l' c OI.·.lcentl":.1tions 
continued to hnrras3 ( 1)X trcop8 d.~1 ily . 11:1 ' 1\8 111;:/ l"~ltr:)lling con­
tinued to be extremely :·'.~. tl\f(). Troop::; f."c.i.il C ow' front lines 
evidently wepe cover ing th e ur1. ... l1w.n I;:; l ~ !r e; e G c:o le VI ichdrawal to 
the eust from the I3astocnc s c c tor, protcc tine t he: rO.'l,d net running 
east from "Wiltz. An eiGht 1!\.'11 p o tr01 of t11.8 'l'ro op cl,.:; vclop ed 
enemy po::d tion;:; east of .un.hl on IG :1nd 1'1 ,j .'InU''l' J' l 'J 115. Enemy 
traffic, e::;pecially h01'80-drarm vohicles, 'il:.18 lW!tvy a lone the 
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Wiltz road with most of t:b.c :1l" 'V E;Jl1C nt bc.:inG ~,(}';J{ lr '.l L110 C8.S t. 

Period: 19-22 J3.nWll '"y 1915 
Mq> s: Fr ance rm::' Dc l S .twn Ij!j O,OOC 

WILTZ ShGct 1 22 

Medium resistance Vi .' I:: lilCt Gr, the ;':,1 9 t h Inf'ontry as s aulted 
and clcru."ed Nocher on 1 9 cTo nu 'Iry 1',)15. Troop ob scrv a t ion post s, 
est aulished on both f18n1: 3 o f t he r C:L; 1.mu1l;'1,l 1':..' on \; , ob 8crved 
consider able enemy H1',:o\TC lw: 1l1; .i,,1;o Co n ;; tl J1lllJ on ::-~O ,1811 ur. ry 1915, 
heavy concentr a ti 0l13 oJ' : "v: ': j ruv;" l;ro ul '~; '!j"j, \' c lI1 c1e s in Lho 
vicinity of Alscheid tdld l111. i. C' L lilu v cllJcn L c ' ,;; l',,"l ,ru'd ou t of Wiltz. 
A general enemy wltJ.ldr !I '·;u l or the c.:c '~::'\J r ':/: ' s i nd1C'1 t cd.. Enemy 
nebelwerfer fir e pro bee l; ; u \,i,,:, l"'jlT r.·,IU; i I:" ::; :l.c l Li.1Y: o u.r forward 
positions heavily on ~'; O ::n,3 ;~ l .1 (1 '.111.';.' ~ :1.',) 1; , . l\;:' t; :Ulc ry f ire 
was nOGlibible after ~O J 81111 j'j l ~)'l~) . 

Period: 22-26 Ja nu' ,J' ~; 1 0,15 
Maps: France un(l Lc l c ium l/~)O ,00 0 

WILTZ Sheet 122 

A complete disengnc; e l11ont movement. by the enemy developed 
on 2 2 Janu8ry 1945 v;ith 8c .'clttorcd element ::; p r oviding rear guard 
nction as the bulk of Ge rn:!1J1 forcos ~ 1 : v e c.i. (: ·~ : : t (If t hc Gl orf' 
River. Dof'end.ing [:,110 !.;o rin :.; 0[' "/I'l l ':kd'-..dl t ;.-:., Dr a l1 r rel ~l.nd En­
schornnC;e, the enemy d u e.; i n on ;,1(1':; il i;)~ .. c u' m,; 0 ,., ~·l: of t he River , 
hal \:; inc; our a dv anco ';1 t 1;11 ; , ,~ :; ,/ ;,' :' l'~ '.<LJ. " .~' t: ~_~ , ,i i l' ,~. C \., :1.'1' ; '.l l d ob 8 c rve d 
artill ery and mort a r f:Lr l..:~ . F l c.L'co 1" . 31:; l.:.;i : jI~ C '.'/'18 : ,1(; \:; :11 011 C t;ilC 

river, especially fr om f()l'(~(! : ; ,U. :1 ,J. ."ced i ll i ! i.l ,fCC vd .ll.:z ft nd En­
shc crane;e with nutoJn!1 t ie ·'JV! l ,u n~j . En.(ll j · :L'l;.L ll er~' /~ o1' o e d in 8n <1 
harr a ssed vehicular m ()"I"T Cii1;:::t t. ,in t hr: r (OJ ' l.el I e" d I nL', O .'l ~; V'f,'l rd. in 
Eschweiler. Sevore colJ ''-: :.:; ' :,;) (!r , J.i.l il i l;r<: oi:;rJ"r :1 l;.i.cn .' ·" ld de op 
snovi provided e;-cce l lont l' f!c !. u.i.'~ fnr ~;>_. c : 1.':::nl j ' i n i-: is dc l:r:/1ng 
defenses. 

Period: 26-28 J'ro u ,'.1.ry l~)LlS 
Maps: J.i'r ance and. Bcl l~ iwn 1/50,000 

WILTZ Sheet 122 

The highway runninG n o r l.,L ::.md 8 ou~l i f 1' o l'1 Uu siuc;cn to Hos­
cheid wa s tho IE xt lino of r e sist ance sot up by tho enemy af'ter 
our inf'nntry clements crushed his defensos a lone; t h e Glerf River. 
Minef'ields, with box ~1llc1 1)1 3t..LC t -YT> e mines b e J nG used, were 
scattered throu c;h t he 8. r c') . A c orwpicuou8 J ~' c l[ of 8nemy artill ery 
fire was observed fJ S ~1 1e '; Cl' ;}1 'l l1 :; ov 1(10n Ll y " ' U'l eel t 11c lr he avier 
e;uns back into the S e i ;~ fl'i(;d Line J.e8 ,3 t l1rll l 10 Lllolll ct;e r s away. 
Our 1st Pl atoon took 0J. P ij ':::; 'Hld clc nr t) d f,11. .. m~~ J l n '.l ~;en on i !G 
Janu~lry 1945 with little ~J ' n o tr ouble . 

Y' c . 
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SB~ON :rn 

CLASS I - No ditfioulty has aa yet been enoountered in pro­
auriDg adequate ration.. '!'he practice of this organization ha. 
b,een to draw lo-in-One. 0 Rations And B Rations on alternate day. 
thua Tarying the rations for the platoon8 as auoh as possible. 
Insot~r a8 the taotioal situation pe~its, en etteapt is .ade to 
retaiD at l.est on. p18toon in reserve. During the past period 
the altuetion deaended COIil.I:al t.ent of' 1.1 11 plotoons the greater aaj­
ori ty of the tne. 

CLASS II - The supply and re-supply of Ole. 8S n i t8&S ot e<t\lip­
aent has bean etticient. At the olose at the period Shoe-pa-oa were 
reoeived in large aizes to orfset the le:ok of oCMlbat beot. 1D un­
obtainable size.. Shoe-pees haTe not been in use for sufficient 
t~e tor o~ent. It is anticipated that the Shoe-pao will be 
8atisfaotory tor ~eabers of this orgAnizetiono Replaoeaent of hand­
kerohiefs has during the present period r~ained oritioal. No 
difficulty has been encountered in repl~oeaent of salTeged iteas of 
equilWent. 

CLASS :rn - '.rlIe .upply and ra-supply 01' Cless In bas been 
exeouted with facility. No diffioulty has been enoountered in .aiD­
tainins prope r tuel levelse Dift'ioulty ha s been enoountered in 
proouring No. 10 Engine Oil. No. 30 Engine Oil is being used with 
satistaotory results. The procure~ent of proper lubricoting greese 
haa ottered no pro blElll.. 

ORDNANOE - No dittioulty has been encountered in the replaoe­
~ent et daaaged or lost weepons. One M-8 Azaored Car was loat 
duriug the period raphe_ent of whioh wes aeoOi1.plished in fiTe 
daya. rD. ODe partioular case however it Wes necessary to return 
a Tehiole on three separate ocoasions for proper adju8taent of a 
newly installed clutch. Had the work been properly perfor-ed while 
the vehiole wea 1D.itially in higher eohelon, the neoessity tor two 
additioDal trips would beve been obviated. 

SIGNAL - SUpply 01' iteas of Signal equipa.ent has been exoell-
ant. 

lmGINElSR - SUpply 01' i taLS 01' engineer eClUipaent ottered .. 
probl~ .inoe need a during the period .ere praotioally nil. 

CLASS V - DUring the period ~UD.ition expenditures were neg­
ligible. The resupply 01' expended ~unition has not. during the 
period or prior to this period. offered a problea. A saall reserve 
supply 01' all types 01' ~unltion 1s carried to offset iaaediate 
deaands 01' using unit. 

-8-
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9O'l':[ON III: ( cont t 4) 

IIlmICAL SUPPLY AND EVAOO'ATION: Three ai4 .en attaohed t. 
thi8 organizstion are supplied through the Troop S.... Ca8W!lltlea 
are eTaouatad by platoon Tehiole to the nearest aid .tatioD. 
liedlcal wppllee ror the aid i&en haTe been obt~:tined with alniaUil. 
delay. 

-9-



SEO'lION :tV 

80th Reconnaissanoe TrOQR 

TABLE NUMBER 1 

BA~ CASUJJ.lrY REPORT BY TYPE OlP OASUALfi 

(:r1sures taken trOllL Morning Repo:ft up to and inoluding 
Sl Janua17 19.5 tor the period 1-31 J'anuery 19"5) 

RAm ID ml! !&\ nA Hl4 TOTAL mts 

5 Ju. 4tfS a 0 " 0 0 6 1 

" Jaa "5 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 

U Jaa ~ 0 0 3 a 0 6 :5 

18 Jan e 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

13 Zan 015 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 

a Zan.s 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

J.' Jan ~ 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 

lB Jall 45 0 0 a 0 0 2 3 

19 Jaa 4.5 0 0 1. 1 0 a 0 

as iTa <&5 1 0 .. 0 0 5 1. 

as laa 4tfS 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 

ag iT a'll "5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

- - - - -
1'O'rAL s 0 15 " 0 25 13 

• 10 -
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SBO'lIC2l IV (00"4) 

80~a Reoonna1.S8DOB Treop 

PBISQl'W(S or WAR OAPmRlm 

am l!!.! 
a, Jaa .5 31 

-
31 
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BOth Reoonnal.pnO! 'lroop 

DPLAammN'l'S RKCltLvED 
(Inoluding Hospital Retaraees) 

1(5 Jan 45 

18 Jail ~ 

a' Jall .e 

I!.L 
1 

1 

1 

-
!'eta 1 S 
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80th Rtoonpa1."noa !roop 

AWARDS AND DEOORATIONS 
(Deoorations awarded fit .. l-sl Jan 45, Inol) 

...Q Diatinguished Serd oa Ore.s (pe.tlluaous17) 

~ D1.t1ngu1ahed Serd_ eros_ 

..2 Sil .... r star (Postb,\aously) 

..1 SUYer star Kedal 

...2 Oak Lear Olu.ter to sil wr star Medal 

...l Braze star (Poathuaou_ly) 

10. Bronze star 

-9. Oak Leat Oluster to Bronze star Medal 

...2 Air lle4al 

...2 Oek Leat Oluter to Air Medal 

.Jl SolcU.er's )(edsl 

1t Purple Xeart AWard 

..l. (lat) Oak Last' Cluster to Purple Heert AWerd 

..2 (aa4) Gak Leat Oluster te Parple Heart AWard 
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