HEADQUARTERS S0TI] RECONHAISSALCLE TROOP
APO 80, U. S. Army

31 Hay 1945

Subject: Organization ilistory.

To : Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80,
U. S. Army.

l. Original unit:

a. 80th Cavalry ileconnaissance Troop (lechanized).

be. 15 July 1942.

c. Camp PForrest, Tennessee.

d. General Order, 80th Infantry Division.

6. Cadre for Troop was obtained from 8th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Troop with the remainder of the men being furnished
by Selective Service,

2. On 6 October 1942 tiie 80th Reconuszissance 'Proop was
enlarged to form the 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Prov-
isional). The change never became pernanent and on 7 November
1942 the Provisional 5ouadron was disbanded nnd thd organization
became a Troop again,

Table of orpanization £-27, dutecd 15 July 1943, under
which the Troop is now opcrating, reduced ithe Troop to its present
size.

S« Strength, Commiscioned and nlisted: Officers BN
ae At beginning of period 8 136
be. Net increase during period 0 12
c. HNet decrcase during ueriod 2 i £
de - At end of period 6 137

4., Stations:

1 May 45 - HONIGSBACH, ‘Gormany (445242)

HAP: [iddle Danube 1/100,000 Braunam W7
2 May 45 - IIACKERSIOFEHN, Germany (505140) .

IAY : lilddle Danube 1/100,000 Braunau W7
2.May 45 - RL3BACH, Gernany (605085)

MAP: jpiiddle Danube 1/100,000 Braunau W7
2 May 45 - HGTLILPFISLDEN, Germany (715910)

: MAP: jiiddle Danube 1/100,000 Braunau W7

3 May 45 - DBRAUNAU, Germany (925770)

MaP: Middle Danube 1/100,000 Bruanau W7
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4 lay SCHWALEHSTADT, Austria (495575)
HAP: Hiddle Danube 1/100,000 Wels X8
S May 45 - MILTRLGE, Austria (885555)
MAP: liiddle Danube 1/100,000 :7.1s X8
6 lay &5 - VOITSUORK, Austria (712543)
WalP: lilddle Danube 1/100,000 Wels X8
6 liay 45 = KIRCIIDORF, Austria (765430)
liaP':  Ilidcle Danube 1/100,000 Yels X8
7 Hay 45 - GARSTEN, Austria (955240)
HaAP:  Admont Y9 jfidcele Lanube 1/100,000
21 liay 45 - SCHURFLLIG, Austria (571445)
lip: lilddle Donube 1/100,000 'iels X8
22 May 45 - Uiltuii ACJH, Austria (502280)
HAP:  hiiddle Danube 1/100,000 jcls X8
28 liay 45 - WulISHHnBACH, austria (571278)
Ial:  Hidcle Danube 1/100,000 tiels X8

S5« Illarches:

Departed IHCHIG3BACH, Geriaany, 1430 1 ilay 45, Arrived
HACKERSKOFEN, Germany, 0030 o kay 1945, Distonce travelled 15
miles.

Departed HACKBRILOF:M, Germony, 1000 2 liay 1945, Arrived
RESBACH, Germany, 1350 2 liay 1945. Disbance travelled 7% miles.

Departed RESEBACI, Germany, 1000 2 liay 1945, Arrived
EG*ENFELDEN, Germany, 1800 2 sy 1945. Distsnce travelled 21
miles.

Departed EG:EHFLLDEMN, Germeny, 1000 S liay 1945, Arrived
BRAUNAU, Germany, 1400 3 llay 1945, Distunce travelled 15 miles,

Departed BRAUNAU, Germany, 03D 4 ilay 1945, Arrived
SCIWANENSTADT, Austria, 1800 4 lay 1945. Lintsnee tr:velled 50
miles,

Departed SCIIWANIWiGIasl, Austria, 1000 5 liay 1945, Arrived
MILTREGE, Austria, 1500 5 iiay 1945 Distance truvelled 24 miles,

Departed MILTRLGL, sustria, 1000 & liay 1945. Aarrived
VOITSDORF, Austria, 1315 6 liay 1945. Distance travelled 27
miles.

Departed VCITSDCHF, Austria, 1700 6 iiay 1945, Arrived
KIRCIHDORF, Austria, 1945 6 iiny 1945, Distance tr-velled 12 &
miles.

Departed KIRCIUORI', Austria, 1145 7 itfay 1945, Arrived
GARSTEN, Autria, 1410 7 lay 1945. Distance travelled 24 niles,

Departed GARSTL, Austria, 0015 21 lay 1945. Arrived
SCIIORFL G, Austria, 0500 21 llay 1945. Distance tr velled 62
miles.

Departed SCHOLRFL Iii:, Austria, 1030 22 oy 1945. Arrived
UNTER ACH, Austria, 1200 22 lay 1945, Distsnce tn velled 15
miles. 3

. Departed UNTsR ACH, sustria, 1500 28 jlay 1945, Arrived
WEISSENBACH, Austria, 1530 28 iay 194hH. Disbance travelled 4 miles.



All marches durins the period were mounted.

Condition of Ronds:

Roads were rcnecrally good throushout the period.
Through mountainous terrain a scarcity of roads was
noticeable with usually only one road useable between
destinations.

Weather: -
Excellent wcather played sn clicctive part in the
rapid advanccs made by the '‘roop during the early part
of the period until tactical operstions ceased. The
latter part of the preriod was marled with eccassional
rains, :

6. Campaigns:
a. Name - battle of doruany.
b. Dur-tion - 15 September 1944 to 9 ay 1945.
c. Purpose - to conquer ficrmany.
d. Authority ordering - Suorcme Ileadguarters Allied
Expeditionary Force,

7. Battles:
(See attached narrative account of action)

8. Commanding Officers in important ensscements:
a. Battle of Geraany.
b, CAPTAIN ROBERT W. HILL, 0-1030156, Commanding

Officer, 80th Reconnaissance Troop, from 1 Nay 1945 to 2 llay 1945,

CAPTAIN PAUL L. SHITH, 0-1030419, Commanding Officer,
80th Reconnaissance Troop, from 3 liay 1945 to 28 liay 1945.

CAPTAIN ROBERT W. HILL, 0-1030156, Commanding
Officer, 80th Reconnaissance Troop, from 29 Ilay 1945 to 31 HMay
1945.

1ST LT PHILIP H. W.3lisk, 0-1032403, Platoon Leader,
1lst Platoon, 80th Recomnaissance Troop, from 1 liay 1245 to 31
llay 1945.

1ST LT GLEORGE P, RORK, 0-520682, Platoon Leader,
2nd Platoon, 80th Reconn:issance Troop, from 1 liay 1945 to 31
Ma'y’ 1945 - :
1ST LT MaAX . HOY, 0-399172, Platoon Leader, 80th
Reconnalscsance Troop, 3rd Platoon, from 1 liay 1945 to 31 May 1945,

2ID LT JAMES He MANBILIY, 0-201033%9, Assistant
Platoon Leader, 80th Reconn:issance Troop, srd Platoon, from 1 May
1945 to 31 lMay 1945,

" 9« Losses in Action: Officers and .
a. =Zngacemcnt: DBatile of Seriany.
b, Names: Ione.
ce Killed in action: Nonec.
d. Wounded in action, Injured in action: None.
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10. Former snd present nembers who have distinguished
themselves in action: 1ione.

11l. Photographs of Yersonncl, Important Scenes, Lvents:
None.,

ROBERT W. HILL
Goeptain, Cavalry,

GComaanding,
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NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF ACTICN:

The 80th Infantry Division, continuing the attock southeast,
forced crossings of the Isar River at four places and cleared the
south bank of the river én the Division zone. The 2nd and 3rd
Platoons, who had covercd the enrinecrs durines the ferry operations,
were now ordered, together with the remainder of the Troop, to
assemble south of the river and prepare to move southeast in ad-
vance of the 318th Infantry Regiment, to whom the Troop was attached.
Some difficulties were cncountered as the Troop procecded across the
Isar River In the vicinity of [amaing (5801C0) on the nicht of
1 iay 1945. A heavy snow storm hampercd +iic operstions of the
ferry which had to be discontinuecd before the completo Troop had
cleared the river. The iroop was finally an cubled esrly the next
morning at lackerskofen (555140) »nd tle nd »1d 5rd Flatoons
proceeded irmediatcly {reom Lhere on their new miscione One section
of the 1lst r'latoon romalined with bLhe 310th fiend-unrtces while the
remainder of that Platoon continued in reserve with the Troop CP.

The 2nd Platoon rncad southwnrd m~oting no resistance, and
took 270 prisoncrs, inclwvding o major :cneral, alon~ their route
of advance. They conbinucd nnmolesbed wnbil thicy reached the Inn
.River at 670730 where a blovn bridre holted bheir procress. They
made contact with cloments of the 1oth Armwored Livision in that
area and acted as liaison with thom for Li:¢c ecrualnder of the day.
The drd Flatoon traveélled coually oo ~ant nnd noved unhindered in
advance of thc motorized ini ntry colwms zc:uching a point north of
the Inn diver at 671809, copturing 35 prisoncrs, w.ich increcascd the
Troop total Bor thec day to 325 kd'as.

On 3 HMHay 1945 the Troop wan detached Lre the 318th Infantry
and rcverted to Division coubrol, aid ordeecd Lo asscable in Drauna
awaliting orders to cross the Inn niver. af'ter closing in Braunou
in winich 200 prisoncrs weic canbured coroute, Lhe i'roop received its
new mission. Compony L =i Lhree az.ooll una of bhwe 702nd Panit
Battalion were atu.ucied to Lue Troop which coniposed Task i'orce
Smith, under the cormand of Ur-ptein I'aul, L, i3 101, with orders to
cross the Inn River, odvance rapldly wm:d scize crossines over the
Ager, Traun and Alm iilvers. If possible laslk Force Smith was to
complete the XX Corps mission of countactine thic lussian forces
along the Enns River.

On "4 liay 1945 Ta lk IForce 3mith crocsed tihe Inn Qiver at 020800
in the 71st Division's zone and cntered Austria. A rapid advance
was continued all day slicins throurh hilly terrain with such speed
that any possible enemy resistance wes surprised and prevented.
Upon reaching Schwanenstadt (495575) nnd seizing a bridse intact
across the Ager River the Tusk Force imumediately consolidated their
position =nd took control of all enemy military equipment and in-
stalldions in the area. Over 2000 prisoners were taken along with
numerous enemy trucks mnd caulpment and a ‘rext number of freoight
cars loaded with military supvnlies. Freparations wierc then made to
continue the advance eqast carly tiie next morning,. :




An1cnemy airfield and verszonnel Surrendered without resis-
tance upon the arrival of one Jeep in tie vicinity of Schwanen-
stadt on 5 May 1945, "ho lst Platoon then led the advance to the
east where they met o pocket of enemy resistance at 640600, They
were [lired on by 335 troop: mmed with 20mm ~uns aud after a short
fire ficht they werc forced fo bypas: this resistance that hinder-
ed their rapid advance. iio urhiter reois tmice was encountered wnd
they succceded in capturing a bridge intnct over the Steyr River
at 887555« While fricndly infantry forces pushed men across this
bridge, tiie lst Platoon, later joined by the 2nd Flatoon, moved
north to Steyr, cros:iod btie river there nad procecded south to the
wnns River at 960555, Latrols were orcsnized whiich crossed the
river in scarch of iussian Torcea. AfllLer {rogressing several miles
they were unsuccessful in Lhoir attompt ond returned to the west
side of the river.

.On 6 liay 1945 Task 'orce Smith wns ordered to assemble in the
vicinity of Sautern (755480) :nd upon their arrival there at 1200,
Task Force Smith was dissolved. The deconnuissamw e Troop was then
attached to Task Iorce Smythe under the comiznd of Colonel Smythe,
Assixtant Division Coruiander, with the mission of clearing the
enemy from the castern scctor of the Livision zone us the Division
moved south into the Austrian nmountzinse.  The lst and 3rd Platoons
were attached to Tasl: Morce James amd  the “na rlatoon was atiached
to Task Force Black, both btask forces beins o counterpart of Task
Force Smythe. Task “force smythe occupied defensive positions in the
vicinity of Kirchdorf (7::6430) ona on 7 inay 1945 the 1lst and 3rd
Platoons under Task iorce James moved out on their mission and
reached Liezen (888065) where they weirx directed to halt in place.
The route they followed was over cxtremely mou:ta‘nous terrain and
although they encountered no enemy resistance from the ground they
were straffed by enemy plines but no damaze was inflicted., The
2nd Platoon, under Tasl: Jorce Black, recounoitercd northeast from
810373 to clear thec cnemy of that area. Az the Flatoon reached
854419 they. were approaciicd by the 26th Tunsarian Division in
column. The Corm:ndines: “enecral eof £he i7ivision produced pPapers that
he had alre.dy surrendercd and thit 1ie W5 to as. emble his unit
in the vicinity of liolln (870415). They werce allowed to pass and
the Platoon proceecded on their mission to 8404:0 where they were
ordered to return to liirchdorf. Tralr Morce James CP and the
Reconnaissance Troop CP moved to Garsten (235240) whereupon they
received the following field me:sage through channels: "1, A
representative of the ¢crman High Comwm:and sighed the unconditional
surrender of all Geiman land, sea and wir forces in Burope to the
Allied Expeditionary Iorce and simultaneously to the Soviet High
Command at 0141 hours Central Iurogean Time, 7 liay 1945, under whth
all forces will cease active operations at 000LR hours 9 May 1945."
2+ Lfi'ective immediately all ofiensive oporations by Allied ixped-
itionary Froce will ceasc active and troops will remain in
present position. Ilioves involved in occupational duties will
continue. Due to difficulties of commnicstion there may be some
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delay in similar orders reiching enemy troops, so full defensive
precautions will be token. "3. All informed, down to and includ-
ing Division, Tactical sir Commr.nds snd “roups, Dase Sections, and
equivalent. o relecase will be made Lo Lhe Press, pending an
announcernient by tlic hends oi' thie three rovermaents. Eisenhower",

The 2nd Platoon under iaks Jorce I'lack continued to maintain
fefensive positions snd natrolled rosdas in the vicinity of Kirch-
forf, The lst and drd ¥laboons wnler Paal: orce James moved from
Liezen to Garsten :nd zot up deiensive posibtions and patrolled rod
in the vieinity of &t & %ein. e bulk of 1Mo “ormany G6th Army
began streaming north in continuous colimns nad as they passed
through Garstcen thicy .ore digormecd :ud #0L Tnives and weapons talzen
from them. TFor several d.ys this cidless colunn of German prisoncr:
proceeded along an as.irsued route of morch to an 25..embly arca
agreed upon under the surronder LHorms. The 2nd Platoon moved ic
Garsten to assist in maintalininr order there. Headquarters of Task
Force James was temporarily used in performing Hilitary Government:.
praéblems, controllins bl trafiilc of Thm~vin and Zorman PW's und
liberated allied personinel, and ns o consulinnt and authiority on
civil af. airs,

Task Force Jaies wus digssolved =16 Lo Troop rcverted to Div-
ision control. On 11 liay 1985 the lat Ilutoon wes ~iven the mission
of guarding the bridsec st Hieflau (261+) to vrevent tie passing of
désplaced persons and civilinang from i ian occupicd territory
to that under allied conirol. At 1545 ¢ rlatoon contacted elcnent
of 202nd itegiment, 63th Division, %0th Corpa, 26th Rugsian Army.
The following day tuhe rlatoon wo- rclicved of curding the bridge
by elements of the 317th Inf .ntry iteginent . :

Wnile the Troop rocmained at M sten and conaucted a schedule
of motor maintenance :and the c.eanin: of worpons, tlie Srd Flaboon
was ordered to rzport to the Sad Babitnlion, o17Li infantry, at
Spital 'with the mission of r~uarding a $0ld shipment Trom Spital
to &in undisclosed desfination. However, bofore the gold shipment
was under way, the complete Troop was ~iven the mission and at
0800 on 15 Iiay 1945 tlic convoy loft Snitsl with tho destination
Feankfurt. After an uncventful journcy, in wilch the gold was
delivered to propecr auliiorities, the ‘'roop heran the rdéurn trip
arriving in Garsten on 20 liay 1245.

The Troop remaincd inactive in “arsten until 21 iiay 1945 vwhen
they moved on order to ralicve the Lrd G valry Group in the sector
0847 to 5445 to 4219, 1ihe Troop & oscd into the vicinity of Schor-
fling at 1000 und proceaded the followin~ dary to Unter Ach (3028).
Two patrols were operated daily in the assli-ned arca, east and west
of Kommer See until relieved by XX Cormns artillery. The boundaries
of the Troop's assizgned area was chanred to include the area 5746 -
5283 = 4119 - 5230 = 5347 wnd lmiedintely road blocks were set up
to check all traflic passing through the area. The 1lst Platoon set
up blocks between the two points, the 2nd Platoon blodk ed Weyregg
(358395) and patrolled from that point to 510365. The 3rd Platoon
ordered to Langbath (515300) guarded three bridmes and checked all
trafiic passing throuzh the bown. As the period ended, the occup-
ation of the assigncd arca wes becoming routine,
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ROBERT W. HILL
Captain, Cavalry,
Comnanding.



