
SECRET 

NARRA~~VE ACCOUNT OF ~CTION 

The 80th Division Was still occupying e defensive position 
along the west bAnk of the Seille River on 1 November 1944 and the 
80th Reconnaisspnoe Troop WAS in Division reserve with 811 four 
platoons and the Troop tr1'1ins set up in tp ctic~l bivouflc neer Morey, 
France. One section of the 3rd Pll'1toon, ho wever, W8S still carry
ing on liaison duties with the 44th .'inllored Infnntry Regi.nent on 
the Division's right fInnIc,') mission nssigll6u thelil in l(1te Sept
enber. The Troop Was 1'1lso operntine , on n 84-hour-dny bf'lsis, the 
Division obser1ration post on "iont st Jenn, tJle (lo.;linntin~ t e rrpin 
feature of the erea. 

This situation existed froill the beginning of the period through 
4 Novenber 1944. In addi tion to vehiculAr uv1intenence the Troop 
oonducted technical training And cOlupleted severnl sLU.f:11ler missions 
within the Troop area. 

By the 5th of Nov8ill.b er the Troop WA s busy wi th 18 st""lIlinute 
preparations for the grea t 3rd ,~rlllY Offensive to the E~ st which We s 
scheduled to open on . the 8th. /tssigned the 1I11ssion of supplementing 
signal cOillmunication within the Division during the Attack, the 1st 
Platoon pulled out on the 5th to set up one of its three sections 
with et!]ch of the three Infflntry Reg:i.uents within the Division. The 
ranBining two sections of the 3rd Pletoon, g iven a liAison mission 
with the 4th Anuored Division during the big push, l<loved to th~t 
unit's cOlllllland post neer Nf-lllcy on the S('lUle dete. .ltrrAngeru.ents were 
co~pleted on the 7th when the Troop CP luoved to Division He~dquert
ers at Ville aU Val end AS units of the Division, 4th f-lnd 6th 
Armored jUllped off on the 8th of November, everything WAS in e strte 
of preparedness. 

CQ1ll.ll.unicfltion within the Division WAS speeded up considerebly 
through the 1st PlAtoon's radios ~nd AS units of the 80th ~oved 
ra:pidly forward no trouble wns experienced. The nttAck proceeded 
as plAnned and by the 9th of Nov€Jllber the Division hfld established 
severel bridgeheads over the swollen Seil1e River. .A.s the 6th 
Annored Div:i.sion began their 1l1oveLllent to get in front of the 
infantry elanents the 2nd P~toon Wps directed to report their pro
gress Bnd serve AS trnffic control ne.'lr the bridge nnd trefJdwAY 
at Port Sur Seil1e. 

Five towns were seized by Division t r oops in their onslAught 
toward the east on the 9th ~nd progress towprd DeLue Ridge, the 
ou tstt:lnding terrain obstA cle in the pn th of nttA'clcing troops, WA s 
considerable. By the 10th the I3 rente.r portion of the heighth was 
taken. :r~Ie~nwhile there WAS no cl::l8nges in the Troop dispositions 
until the 11th of November ·,-,,,hen the 3rd Pl~toon WeS relieved of its 
liaison mission with the 4th Arulored Di vision which Md p~ssed through 
the infFlntry F.lnd Advanced well beyond Chetenu S~lins. The and 
Platoon WaS Also releived of its trnffic cont rol duties as the 
entire 80th had now PA ssed erst of the 8eille River. 

The Division took up the persuit on the l 'Jth flS the Genaen 
resistence in the itu.w.edi8t e "ren '.'1f' S evidently overrun. Severp,l 
bridges were seized intAct hy our Inf~ntry ~nd the little Nied 
River, turned into e torrent by the ste~dy r~ins of the period, 
Was crossed at severnl points. The 1st PlAtoon experienced some 
trou ble in moving Vii th the Infnn try since off-the-rot!1 d lllove.nent 
Was ~possible but they nevertheless continued to efficiently CArry 

- 1 -



SECRET ------

out their oommunioation mission with the three Regiments. 
On the 13th the Troop reoeived the mission of patrolling the 

north flank of the Division in the vioinity of Vittoncourt And Voim
haut in addition to the infAntry linison duties. The Genunns were 
oontinuing their delJ'lying Actions, usine; towns AS strong points, 
end both the 2nd And 3rd Plt.'ltoons developed. en6i.lty positions in (:1nd 
around Chanville Shortly After they h"d left on their illission At 
1200. 

Through the following day both platoons continued their Pf'tro11-
ing aotivities. The 2nd reported the ropd le~ ding into ChAnville 
orAtered and iIll.P8 ssible, the f irst instr'nce encountered of this type 
of obsts.ole. Blown by dynr.hu i te in the iilid(lle of the rOr d bed the 
orater forUled a very effective block sin c£ cross -count ry Iuove.llent to 
bypass it wp,s impossible. The crnte r rnnged f r (1tIl 10 to 15 f e et in 
depth end 8S bro~d 8S the rOAd. "pproAches wer e ,uined. The 3rd 
Platoon killed one Genunn ~nd s crttc.or ed severnl o t hers in the vicinity 
of the creter in 8 SiUl'lll ene;:'"'36.Uent. Throughout the dry, hm'Vever, they 
reoei ved heavy Errtille ry And nebeb/erfer fir e but sust . .., l n e d no injuries 
to personnel • 

. By the 15th of Nove.uber the 3rd Ar.IlY's strf'tee;y Wn s evident 8.S 
elements to the north of. the Di~~sion were closing in on the fortress 
ci ty or ~etz in pn enveloping IIl0V6.lleIlt. The 80th, proteoting the 
r .ear and right flr-mk of the XII Corps, hl'-1l ted in position south of the 
Foret De Remilly And engA ged the Troop in PAtrollin~ the north flAnk. 
On the 16th A section of the!ncl Plntoon estrbli sh e d. contnct -Ad. th 
the 5th Divis ion's reconIlfl issnll ce unit rnd c oordin<"'lte d p r> trolling 
Activities. The 1st l)lr.1toon Wrs relieved of its tnslc with the infnntry 
on the Spille dAte Find lilOved to Yittoncourt to r:s tnbJJ.f.:1, r:lJ) 01' CQVCrille; 
terrain to the north. 

Aggressive patrolling WP s continued throue;h the 19th of Noveillber 
when the 2nd Platoon undertook A route reoonnpi s s rnce through Votnhaut 
ChEmville t;'lnd "~rri[mce but encountered no resistence. The following 
doy the 1st and 3nd were directed to r e connoiter the entire Foret De 
Remil1y and they elected to :vorlc di smounted becnu se of the henvily
forested terrain Rnd conclition of ronds ••. love.uent lNf' S extremely slow 
beoAuse of the numerous crAters, mines And oth er obstpcles loc~ted. 
One platoon of Com.ppny B, 305th EnGineers, ptt f-'l ched to the two pl" t
oons, aided oonsiderably and by nightfrlll the 3nd l' l r toon hRd deter
mined Hooilly, on the northelClst edge of the v.oods, cleAr of enemy 
~nd had set up an OP looking into Guinglf.1 n ge. '1'he 1st Pl(1 toon worked 
into HeLllilly without cont(!!cting p, single enei.ll;f. J.llcl'lnwhile the 3rd 
PIe toon, still at Vi ttonc ourt t sent one section into Chnnville And 
found it un-occupied by en€illY forces. Their iaissions cQ.ll.pleted, ~ ll 
three platoons llloved b(lck to 7 ittoncourt c1ur i ne; the night f'nd pre-
pared to move in ~dvp,nce of the Division the n ext dny. . 

The Division opened (1 rcconnrdss pnce in force the. f ollowing dr>Y, 
moving north f.'1I).d northeAst through FAulque.uont rTnd P ont :: ~ j "rre. !~ ll 
three platoons were R ssigned reconn.., iss Ance missions but ran,linto 
trouble shortly after they hp. d iJloved out. The plpnned bridge ~cross 
the Nied-All6ill.and River pt Pont PieITe hI" d not been cOLll.pleted on 
schedule because of hervy ene.IlY fire conoentrnted in thr-lt fl ref.l i'lnd 
the platoons were foroed to proceed to Fou11ue~ont to cross. The 
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1st Platoon m.ewed to the northwest of Fl'lulqueillOnt And soon ren into 
a m.ortAr berrege but IilBIUlged to bypF'sS it nnd 'Nork through the d~y, 
despite numerous enemy contActs nnd b~d ro~d conditions, to a point 
north of the Foret De Steinbesch. Here they discovered n roed block 
covered by eneUlY fire f)nd recei ved Another shelling. The 2nd and 3rd. 
working over 10Vi terrnin, were unr'l ble to ndvnnce very fnr to the en st 
and northeast bec~use of the so~ey terr~in n nd crptered ronds. 

All three pletoons continued their reconn"is s "nce on the 2:.md of 
November, working to the vicinity of B(11ubederstroff. The Genuens were 
set up in the old .l\'I~ginot line fortificptions fInd the pletoons were 
forced to use disn.ounted pf'trols to develop eneuy positions. Much 
infonIlfltion ooncerning the e,upl r.1 C&ilents "'If'S r eported And the Division 
continued to enlnrge their bridgehe" d "cro ss t. ho Hied - li lle.fumd prior 
to en a.sseult upon the forts. . 

These adVance pAtrols continue d to ope rf1te the next dny fllld each 
platoon looated meny en~y positions in the vic i nity of Hnllering end 
Marenge. evidently strong points in the ene111Y defensive set-up_ No 
oasualties were sustAined by tropp p er:50nnel, however, even though in 
the l~ te afternoon the 1st PlAtoon W (1S A t.tn eked hy 8 strong ene1I1 Y 
patrol ann.ed vllth F.luto.n.8tic l '/ E~pons. In the skirJIish th"t followed 
the plErtoon killed four enedlY And t ook S5ven prisoners, t '. ... o of then 
badly wounded. 

As the Division readjusted tl l eir positions in prepr1rAtion for 
an assault on the ~eginot, the Troop continued its recon~issance on 
the following d.l'lY with both mounted r.nd dis.llOlmted p Atrols. The and 
and 3rd Platoons. workinrc; in the BAille vicini ty, trApped An ene.n.y 
petrol of 12 lllen, held bnck their f iT e until the j)ntrol Wro. s bArely 
15 yards eWAY And then op ene d up. '('he p!1 tr ol '."J~ ~ wi ped out completely. 
It l8ter developed, by the Cf'p t u Te of n Ge r "lnn br-ttnlion co.JL.llnnder, 
that this p~trol hAd b e en sent out t o scout \ucric nn positions in 
order thAt enelllY defenses coultl h 0 p r ep" reel to :ilf3 et the inevi tr-l ble 
attack th~t Was cnuing lAter. 

The Troop wes relieved of its reconnn is S!1 nce ,aission lete on the 
24th of Novenber as Division troops took rill their objectives within 
the Maginot Line. Later during the nlght el1ch plAtoon ,,'/es directed 
to destroy a junotion box of the l,V'lginot's ccxfullunicf:'1tion system. The 
mission was oOiilpleted bu tone ,1lf1n, set. Herb6rt L. i'.{I'1r s hnl1, lost 
his life ns ~ result of the explosion. 

Through the 25th of Hov5luber the pl"toons 'Nere shifted to the 
Division's right flAnk RS the 80th turned ef'1stwnrd in its 9ssBult. 
The 2nd contacted friendly i nff.'ntry at Pont Pierre ~1llc1 stArted 8 
reconnaissonce to the eest. The 3rd ulOved to Guess1ing-Hauering to 
conte ot elements of the 6th ;\r.ilored oOUling up froiJl the south but 
were un9ble to maneuver becr-use of A flooded reg ion in th~t vicinity. 
The 1st PlAtoon moved into Folschviller, but only ~fter ~ lll.px~um 
engineer cooperation in the cle~ ring of mines r.nd cr~ters. Before 
the df!lyts end the 2nd flnd ord h~d sent pAtrols tovlnrd Lelling, e 
Sill811 town heBvi1y defended by Ger&pn troops. Shortly flfter dark the 
1st Pl~toon in Folschviller underwent fI eoncentrnted Artillery bmub
ardalent end t'NO lllen, Pfc Robert L. ·"er-Jver nnd Pfc Clnrence 'IT. Elwood, 
were injured by shrapnel. 

Resistenoe evidently brolee suc1dently th e; next; dAY nS the 1st 
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P1Eltoon, working on the mein ror::d frOlll st Avold to SArreguemines, 
soon detenuined. Before eVEninG they bed ndvnnced eiBht miles to 
Seingbouse in WM t WqS deteD.,lined to be f' locn 1 hrF.f"kthrough. Inff3l1 try 
elements Uloved in '1uickly to S f' cur", the bren ch 'lnd before ~OOO hours 
on the 27th, Co~ppny D of the 70~nd T~nk ?f'tt~lion Wf'lS ntt~ched to 
the Troop to 8dd stren~th to the ndvnnce unlts. ':r:'he :~nd Plptoon 
worked into U,Ch'-1 iubre but not bEfore they h"'d encountered n henvy 
enem.y tonk ~nd knocked it out "lith well-nblEd 371iL.il gun fire. The 
t~nk COiili!l(lnder WA skilled ;;J 1 ttl the f i r 2t bln st fro.ll ' the 37,i1.Jl ond 
succeeding shots dis~bled thc v e hicle cnusing thE re~ninder of the 
crew to flee. The ;-ird I' lntOOll "vhich 11.",0. tnl-::en ovc r thE ~nd 's .:n.ission 
of protectins the Division's rir, ht fl~nlc enrl:.er in the d~y, h."d been 
relieved and by nightf?ll hr:')d cO dlpleted r>noth €r luis,sion of reconnnlss
ance to the e(1st th:rou~h thE '.voooed tErrnJn :::;outhE.pst of L8Ch8Lubre. 

As a direct result of thG 1st ? lqtoon's splEndid ndvonce of the 
d",y previous, the Di v:L s10n elL'" lkec1 up nn e J r~ht-.1111e e;n in on the .J8th 
of Nov€illber. All three pln toons of thE "'roop were enS8ged in the 
vicinity of Farbersviller qllU rt telujJ ted to byl.)r.>ss the t01'Jn but ~et 
heavier resistence on eneh ~pneuver. ~t Henrivil1e he~vy onti-tAnk 
And artillery fire Wps encount e rEd find entrr-1l1cc into the town We.s 
Lilpossible due to mony dug-in positions held by the G€r.uf.lns on the 
nenrby high ground. At Puttelnn~e, to the south, it 'vns the GOUle 
story. But the three plntoons, by de'TE~lol) ine; the se stron ,cr, points, 
established the enem.y lines fncin c~ the Division. 

On the 29th the ~3rd P1ntoon .~oved t.ownrd Bettinr; les st AvoId 
and before derk they hqd liberrtecl the town. Pntrols r.'llso deter,tlined 
many en6l1lY positions n lone; the l'Or'! (}" nu rr ilro.n d north of the vill!'1 ge. 
~w 1!\ttempt to enter Fnrbe rsvil1Gr b y the 1st :Plr>toon !(Jt:1S 8g~ in to no 
OVn il since the superior for GC S surrounrtine tl1f tovm drove thau b.n ole 

wi th heavy concentrptions of fir e ..,\n ntt6111.}1t to lY,'/ pe:>S S the town 
p g~in fr" iled due to c')nsirler" 1)1f. cnc!tly ('orer;s in thc v i cinity of 
Puttelnnge who held fields of :['ire " nd ob.'3 8nTr>ti on throu '~hout the 
E'reo. The Jnd Pl"toon S P(; llt, the c1,., y If') tro llin '~ nGnr Henri ville n ncl. 
observing ~n Llport"nt ro,, (; jl ll1r.t.lon I F. ,, (lj, nl~ :into t h ... D:i.v-j.sion 7;one 
fr o.n. the. t vi llA ge • 

Both the 1st end 3rd l'l"'1toons INere relieve d on t.he a9th ~nd 
assembled at LAChl';Hubre. '.rhe ~Jnd contj nued thei r p"trolling "round 
Henriville as the period closed. 

Bad: ... weethsr conditions, lilllited visibllity, l1l.uddy terrain, 
And the extensive use of d~ilolitions ~nd cr"ters by the enemy 
hampered tte movelllen t of the p1ntoons throu e-)lOu t the period. i~n 
epid9Ltlio of fl~t tires F1lso plngued the Troop r:-ft6:r they hit the t'lren 
eAst of FnulqueLllOnt epusin r; "mch c onc e rn '.1\lith cl.rivc rs. It IIms 
believed the fleein g Ge r ,llr.>D.S )1n(1 spr,,:Tec'l ~ll r o"d be ll s in tht" t pre" 
wi th n"ils n nd the (-l et j) rove d j L s nlls:Lence vn lue. 

The period closed i.vith tile 12 t ro nO. ···rd J.' l" toons in r e serve n t 
the Troop CF in LpChr"lubre nl1, 1 I.I \IO md j'lnt'.oon c, 1.111 Gn(~!1 ~e d in their 
ill.ission at Henriville. 
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