HEADQUARTERS -
TOZID TANK BATTALION
APO 403 . . U3 ARMY

26 Aprdl 1945.

SUBJECT: BEattalion History. s
Pordod {rcm 1 March 45 to 31 Xarch 45,

1, Originel Unit.

a. 7024 Tank pattalion (Medium).

ho Org&ﬂ.iﬂcd 1 Yayeh 1%30

g Organizod at Cemp Compbell, Fentuelsy.

d.  Authority for Usganization: 320.2/53 (£F) (R)-GNGCT (3~2-43) , end paresvaph
1, gonerel Orders huwsber 1h, Londguorters Atmored Fores, Fort inox, abuzky,

8. Sources fram which personncl was ohtained? Thy Codre for tho Buttalicn eoms

- fram the 8th Armored Mivisicon, Camp Compbell, hentucky, znd the Reervite came
from the Mew Cumberland Rsception Cemnter, Hew Cumberland, Fennsylvenia,

2. Prin@ipel chenges in organization resilted fron changes in Tablus of Orgenisatiocn. -
and the activation of a lickt tank ecopany on 19 Ostobor 1T43. Tua desismatien
of the Unit wes changed frou #70znd Tank Battallon (edlum)¥ to 7024 Yk Fabtale

fon.

3, Girengik? Comiseioned Herpenh Idinted b
a. Strength: 1 Harch 19351 b 3 i
he Het increase to 31 March 19453 0 0 5] )
gs Hct dacresea te 31 Harch 19458 _2 {2 b N C)f '
d. Strengitht 31 Mareh 19551 R 3 Zx

\ J-
{

ke étationa of Unidt

a. 1Mar L5 ¢hva 3 Mar 451 Viednity of Ferschwoiler, Germany, Ly, (Clgp A
- of Horthwest Germany)
L Mar 45 thra 6 Mor 45% ¥icinity o Heckel, Germany, Li2hh. (dap of Horth-
west Gumekylo ‘ v
7 Mar L5 thea @ Mer 45t Vinindty of frsist, Gemeny, L2247, (Map of Borth- |
9 Har 45 thro 1L Hor 458 west &W%ﬁ . o
Vicinity of Hilcderkall, Germeny, 12836, (zp of .
Nortwast Gormanyl.
12 Map 453 Vieilnity of Bous, Gerseuy, 19€07. (Hep of Horthwroot Gerpany). :‘U
13 Mar L5 thru 16 Mer 458 Vieinity of Dsarig, CGermany, WL 1513. (fap of
Forthrest Germany)e
17 Mar 45% Vicinj.ty)af Frommersbach, Gemmany, WL 2511, (fap of Horthwest
Garmonylte
18 Mar 45¢ Vieinity of Thailen, Germany, WL 3404, (dap of Forthwest Ger-

BALNT fe :

19 Kar LS thru 23 Her 453 Vicinity of Freinshelm, Gexmany, Wl o502, (isp
of Nopthwest Cermany).

2, Max 45 thru 26 Mar 45! Vicinity of Finkenbach, Germany, ¥ 0020. Olap
of Nopthwost Gorzeny)e

27 Mar L5 thru 28 Mar 45: Vicinitr of Hschtshelm, Germany, Wl 3953. Gap
of lorthwest, Germany)e

29 Mar 45 thro 30 Mer 25: Vicinity of WiesbademS Garmsny, VH 356h. (ap

i

of Horthvest Geruany - 1
31 ey &5° Viainiby of Sciwockoboch, CGormany, vl 950, (Map of Horthwash U _:
Germeng) o N \‘V\s
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Battalion Elstery = 1 Mar k., to 31 Mer 45 Cont'd.
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The purpose of ell marchas was to accomplich the tactical mission of the
Battalicn in connection with rdlitary oporations sgainot the enemy. Spacific
instances concerning marches given in the summary of operaticae by Bettalion
5%3 Beport atieched.

Battalion engeged principally in Third United States Amy drive into Germany.
During the month aciivities for the Battalion can be divided inte iwo phases.
Prom the lst until the 13th of Mar 45, this organization opsrated &itached e
the 76th Infamtry Divisicn and worited as & unit in thelr sector, Eeelstonce
here was 1ight, consisted mainly in extensivs demolitions end heavy concare=
trations eof light calibar zrtillery and pebolwerfors., Anbti-tank wuapons wars
reported i ravedy mst, tnd erdililery and miness took ths proantest toll af
casigltics. In eps fresk accldent a mediua tank etterpting to by-pass & bridgs,
hit & mins of usdetermined sizo end bocams & Lotal wreck with all crow nenders
Ki1led by the concuszion. The mine was Beclisved to be an zeriel buab, consider-
ing ths damage caused,

Unit contected during this operation were disorganized and confured by the resay
foreeful Americen ¢rives, and had brokem up into combat unitas with very little
comtralived eontrol. Mejor vnits idemtificd were the 276 VO Divisica, the

560 VG Divisicn, and-the 24 Fz Division, but they never organized sny coerdinsted
defensive sectsrs

Daring the second phase of oparations, this unit was reattached to the 80th Lo
fertry Divigion and moved %0 the vieinity of Searbarg. Hore & mach svporisy
type of Gerran eoldher 1os encourtersde They wers brained novateln ¥roous, Rom-
bers of the 2d ond éth 83 ¥ountein Division. “he power of the initicl resandd
by the 60th Lafentry Divisica broke up tholr defengdve orgen sation snd roblhed
them of their will to fight. From 17 Kar 43 cnword the euszy wus ne longern

able to develop any dafunsive potantlol, ond excspt for 2 Fow dscinbed incldants,
retreated o ciher pesiticus in disorder, Hastily Tormmed combabl groups were
throva inte cur psth, only to bz overvhelmed, sirrounded, and capiuared,  Lnitial
tarrain difficulties were oventually overcsune and in many pinces whe seeanld
tock on the rels of & road march. At the kiine River the ensuy sbtimpied
halt the advance, using asnbi-aircreft men drawm from the Fratfurt Defense Ares,
Thase were unsbls to acconplish their mizsion, AJl attempls by ine enery,
throughout tha month of Merch, te contain cur advenca, wars Futile end ths ead
of the month aw this wiit soproaciing the Germeny ciiy of Fassel, 270 nlies Lrom
the starting point &t Saarburg. Bus to theo conglomarats hodzowpodse of treops
encountercd lats in the month, positive identification of uniie engagad was S
pgﬁaiblﬁc - i

t the beginning of the Honth, the Battalion was sttached to the 75¢th Ipfantey
Digision. The Division wms &b this tims engaged on the drive Soutk to Irier

-and the Yosells River from the vieinity of Ferechwellare

Dyring the ahove mentioned opsraticn the Campanies were attached {e the thres
Regiments of the Divisien zs follows! Comnany "A" to the 325th Fnfantry; Com-
pany “B' to the 204th Infantry, and Company "G* to the Ll7ia Intartyry Begloont.

The Comparw continuod on this micelon uwntil the T0th Infantry Division reached
the Peinlls and contaltod froors of tha 10w Arppored Bivisaisn ca 3 Marsh LS ot

which time tho Estrelicn was ssszihled in the viciuity of Hyokal end abtachsd

-2



Dattalion Hisory = 1 Mar 4, to 31 ¥ar 45 Cont'd.

to the 17th Armored Croup to form & Task Force to be known as Task Force Onaway,
Taak Force Chaway was composed of thp following troope’

Hesdgarterw 17th Armored Graup
7024 Tank Battalion

76th Cavalry Reconnalssance Treop
2 Battalions of Infantry

1 Cozpany of Engliscers

1 Comvany supported Tank Destroyera
1 Platoon of Hilitary Folice

1 Battalion of M ght Artillery

The 76th Division was to sdvancs Fast in accordance with FO {#6, Houdquertere

XTI corps: FXII Corps advences H Hour 4 March 1945, seize west bank of Lhine
River betwsen indernach and Kgblenz en two routes with the Lth Armored Division
cq the loft followed by the 5th and £0th Infentry Divislons end the 76ch Jafun=
try pivision on the right. The 7023 Tonk Battslicn sttached to the 17th Arxmorsd
qu{," The 17th Armored Group Headquarters sttached to the 7éth Tofariry Divic-
ten. '

the plan of attack for the 76th Infantry Division was as follown! Tha 304th
Infuntry Beginent to shtacic the pigld of 3 kauvan 1045, pateblish and coouro
bridgehead acroes the £yll River, viclnity of Eyll. Euglasers %o balld tridge,
to be eanpleted 0600 4 March 1945 et which time tanks will cross in exppord 6f
expanding bridgehesd and continue advancs to the Euat.

me to heavy mortar sad ayrtillery fire on the bridgesite and difficult appreasins
to the bridgesite iteelf, the bridge was not sompleted until late the 5th of
Verch st whica time the Tack Force cressed end sssembled in the vicinity of
T‘x‘ie@t. '

Using & rogular march formation with tanlke leading, ihe ?{aak Forea etortad te
advence 1200 6 Ywr 45 north to Spsicher and then East. ‘hoe eolumn edvunced
against moderate ertillery five to a pusition Fest of the towa of Herforot

vhere a crater in the road halted the soluune

Due Lo mmsrous road blocks ard creters, malkdng the advenca by the tenks wery
difficult, the Infeatvy nae pashed ehssd the night of 6 Harch 45 wikh the
mission of toldng Horforst shd continuing the abtack by fire from positicons
east of Herforst until the route was cleared at which time they wore to move
wlth thﬂ I‘lx’&f"'..\;?:y'n .

The attacic pregrasecd as plannsd and Binsfiold had been cleared by sundosa 7
Yarch 1945.

Two coliums compiasd of an Infantry Battalion and one Tank Company were used
in continuing tha attack Dast from REinsificld the night of 7 Harch 1¢45. Ons
cobum sdvanccd sleng the routs to Finsfield, Hiederiail end londcheid while
the second ccitun moved over tie route Dinafisld to Bruck. %be morthern cALwAD
by late afterncon had succsedel in roaching and c¢lsaring lendcheld whlle the
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tallon Histery = 1 ¥ar 435 to 31 Mar 4§ Cont'd.
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sscond column moved over the route Binsfield to Bruck. The northern colomn by

late afterncon had succesded in reaching and clearing “andcheld while the

southern column wes still having éiffieslty in reaching Bruck. In vicw of tide

gtuation it was decided to sbandon thy effert to brezk through ea ths Sauth

ﬁg made an effort to seize bEurg and ths bridge over ths Salm River leocated in
(22

The 7024 Tank Pattalicn plus one Cempany of Infantry sttacked Burg at 120 8 Hareh
1945 in compliones with this decisicn and sueceeded in capturing the toxa ir 20
mimbter, howavar, thy brddge wae blem ve the advancing troops entored the Lewi.

Aftor the completion of the capture of Rurg, Task Force Cnaway was dinsolved and
the three Hedium Tpnk Companies attachked ons to egch Infamtry Reglmant. The
Companiss thus mupported the advance of the Téth Intentry Division East te
Vittliek wnien wan entered on 12 March 1545,

On 1) Mareh 19,5, ths Feitalion was datached fras the 75th Infentry Wrizic and
attacied to the 80tk Infaatry Divisien radch woo eesenbling In the viehithy ef
Remich, lexcaboerg, dn rroparation for o mivorant Daszt ecress the Ssnay Livewe
: 2 im this erea lote 12 Yorch 1045 and ths thres modlun
Teats Yorpanios wero dnsaniatily suveetied B2 Conbat Yoomas with ae Lo
CT 317; "BY Company to CT 303 cud »07 Coapany W CT 3519, MAY and HE
moved without delay to forvard scescably aress vielnity of Irach, waile " .
rezedned im Rellinpea pending the movamet Forward of the 0.5 dnfoatry Peglmante

Toe pattalicn CP moved to Bewris the night of the 12th of Mareh 1945,

\
Compsny A% adwvaneing from Yrsch with the 317tk Infantey Pegiront 33 Farch 1948
penisted the Herbacat in flosving the towns of (redrorach end “oovesrd ond by
tha moming of the ilsth of lerih 164,5 1o attecking Scheldoa wit the 3=d Dobie
{on, Bolb Scheiden and tha noighboring tovn of waldoolzbach wers cepbupad Ca
16 Merpch 1545 68 the i0th fmmorcd Diviglon pessed threagh ths heglnzat to coa-
tingus the ntteci Basi.

After the 10th Armored Disisicen hed paseed through, the 317th Infantsy Rerdment
was ordeved Lo sdvarce buhisd then sl elean cat remaining pockals el roaloornog.
Company VA" moved Dast with thoa pormelly carrying oas Company of Ipfantry of the
leading elnuznts an 14's Tinls during ths ropid advencs. Upon reachinc? the
vielnity of peddurkicin 22 Harch 1945, the Gompany was placed under Eniizliien
control ard assembled in Frotushein. :

/ Company "B" rssanbled in Zor{ with the 216th Infantry Reglment 13 Harent 1945 and
' one Platoon ms sub-attschesd to each Bettalion initiatelly.

The lst Platoon sub-witachcd to the 2d Tuttalien advanced to Welekirchen on 1A
March 194L5 and wers cut off thst night by Gorman troops tret had bsen by-paseed
during the advanca. 7Tho remadnder of the Corpany with the ard Pattaldon 325t
Infantry at cnce noved on the towa fyen the Northirest tnd mocceled in roadiing
4% late 15 Merca 1945, Tie Corpany was relesstd frou sttechuent de the 2M0LA
Infantiy Beciment 16 Hareh 1945, end for the exception of cne platoon shtacied

NS " - 1 4
to Company (Gt sae no actien bitwesen the tine and 22 Harch 1%:5.
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Battaliop History - 1 Mar 45 to 31 Hap L5 Comt'd,

During this periocd cne rlatoon of the Corpany was sttached to each "BW and "C%
Companies and oprrated as an additional Platoon with these compznies, The 2d
Flatoon of the Coupanmy was attached to the 80th Cavalry Pscomnatssance recp
and operated with that Unit screening the flanke of the 80:h Infartry Divieica
during its rapid move inte Gemany. :

The Battalion moved fras its assembly sres in Frednsheim on 24 March 195 te

the new ares of the 80th Infantry Division in the vicinity of Bockenhausen. The
entire unit conducted rehubllitation of oquipsent and perevrnel in this arez until
27 Yarch 19%%.

On 27 March 1945 the Piialicn laen Cozpany "0F ascembled fust Post of Haing
preparetion for o crossianz of the ¥hins Moawr.

The 80th Infantry DMivision plannad to forte & croasing of the Rhins Biver st
Maing with the 317th and 338th Infantry Reglments, while at the goms ting tho
319th Infertry Regluent wes to movs over the Ehino Bivur thiourh the bridzchoad
of tho 5t Infartry Division and setallish a bridsenead over the Faing River st
Hoechofobolne

Canpany “C" mas to suppert by flre the cocasing of tie 319%h I.t».fe.:ﬁ;ry Remiuont
over ths Hains River, € xindes "AR ond "B wers to suprort the cromiing ovep
ths Fhie River of the 517th Fnfonisy Resiment with Comparny "B revariing 4o

the 218th lai’em.ry keglment efter the 315th Infantry Reglment had secored & fostm
hold on ths Best Ponks

The attaek Jumpad off at 0100 28 Harch 1945 end progressed sccording te vlem
sgainat moderete resiotancs. !

Company #B" erosied tha Fhine Biwer 293300 Maveh 1945 end wosivied tho 3104:
Infantry Pegluent in cocpturdpg the tovns of losslock, ¥dedorbaunssn aog Lezbooh,

Coppany "% erocssd the Hoin River with the31%th Infamtry Hepirent clcardng the

torms of yicker and Delkonholm, :

Company “A®" did not cross the Fhine Rieer until 231945 March 1945 et which tirs

1t asgambled in Fiocsheden with the 317th Infentrs Booinont in Division ressron.
&

The pattalion moved fMerth with the 80%h Infantry Diviaton 31 March L9485 snd st
ponthfs end was locaied ne followns

Battalion CP - Egnkdrehea
"A" Commany - attached to 317th Infantry Rogi-

enk = Hiedersresback
HEM Cezpany - Battellon Contrel « Rallnherom
"C" Company - attacked 30 319th Infamtry Baple

nead =~ Remafeld
"DF Comprpy = Pattelico Contrel - Schrecksbach

8. The Comnnginn OPficer in all encasameants of ths Batialica has vem “eatensns

Coloned HALYVH TALACT TII, Iafemivy (Sra'c). The Pattallcn wae pert of forcvs com
A - . - e e

mended by Cisubonont Cuiarad GROGRGE 8. PAUICH, J2.




Pattalion Hietory = 1 Yar 43 to 31 Mar 45 Cont'd,

9. losses in Actiont

: KILLED
OFFICERS: ERLISTED M.
Friel, Maurice E, 24 14, 01018884 Sanders, He.rn*y Ao, T/, 13038240

Kecyan, tozeph S, Sgt, 336215%4
Hamilton, Bay C, Gpl, 13176532
Tarconish, Goorg s, T/5, 336236584
Kupets, Fdward , Pfe, 3362,1,"’5
Martin, Albert C, Pfe, 35870°35
Steffey, Wayne W, Pfc, 33757173
Brisson, Raymend J, Ffe, 31357055
Crompton, Yerren J, Pie, 3}5"7’*’
an.h&r i—ic&*ael? Cpl, 336218
Osadrm.a, Aboert L Cpl, 3362."#;3
Camblin, Wayne L, Pfc, 35901553

ROUNDED_AXD TNIUL:™
OFFICTRS: TALISIDY e
Cass, Artbur J, 24 X4, 02004569 Poules, Thomas S, Ffe, 31463143
Eoritke, Jr, hil«:e, 3z 'K’ 4D
Dibta,n, “John I, Prt, 20470050
Szep, Lmeyich 1’ RIES '3{":4. 572
D'Aurora, J’rnﬂs d, 0
Uchida, Robert P, Pfc, 3
Kelly, Robert &, C 1,0
Mo;d, Eugsne, Pi‘c., 3
Torg, James S, Ty 3L
Duer, Faul B Pyt 35000
Volm, Albert J Pfa, Ri70E
Har‘tm Froak ¥, ~/,, 3
A.Tﬂmumo Eajerdn Wy i
Pflbd’\ﬁr, Williase B, .u.r:,

ar s f S0

HCCO;.T, "1“‘1 'ﬂ? J"ff’p ,-‘-r’---x\-

.4-’\.
P\-—4

Paul, Jp, Ahert S, Sit, 33538363
Ballat Jose)hJ Cpl, 153(?2.,‘“«7
Canm"i.nl, Froncia Jy Tk, 23523703
Murray, Front 4, ifm 2E7E)

Moonay, Yohn W, Cpl, 2% 3

Duberstein, Hawold R P*t Lﬁ.‘%ST:;s
Zamba, mﬁu"f B, 8/Sgt, 3339391
Abrsham, Yoseph 4, Prc, 316?5u9

MISSING IMN ACTYICH
(FFICRERS: ELISTEL MER:
Hona Nons

10, Former and present members who have dlstingaished themselves in action.

N BANK AVATD
Ripley, James H, Toe 5 On 6 March 45 c.'ﬂ*Lm? “heavy encny Bronzg Star
artillery comcentratica upen their position
in & forest in Garmony, two mizbors o8 & taok
crew wore seriously injured by cheld Drupaedla,

ﬂé‘l
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Battalicn Bistory = 1 Mar &5 to 31 Mar 45 Comt'd.
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b. Purple Hearts gwardeds

REIE

Sajercs, Folix
Nicolodi, Jr, lawrence
Gaynor, Fhilip B/
Pauley, Barris P.
Beard, F2llirs W.
Martin, Frank W.
Kliia, George 9.
Lutke, Joy

Qsizen, Fivdn A.
Pflezgor, willicm B.
McCoy, Jim i,

Panl, Jr, Albert S.
Arr@nbane, Renjmoda T
Puberstein, Harold R.
Capp, Arthur b
Hureoy, Frock d.
Camerini, Francis V.
Deninm, Raymond A,
Abrahem, Jozsph A,
Bailat, Jossph 9,
Voonwy, dJoha ¥.
Layldn, Mexx X,
VeAllizier, Yomes H,
tha, Andrew Bo

RANK

Pfe Ripley and en sssictant drove a

ACT

Utter equipped truck to the side of
the disabled tank without regsrd to
the intense barrage and evecusted the

wounded men to an ald statioa.

Pfe

Bipley's courage, disregard for per—
sonal safety, and sincere devolion teo
duty sre in keeping with the lidghest
traditions of the armed forcea of the

United Ststes.

24 15
S/set

ASH
35287622
33621648
35232336
36993005
38132934
39394453
33601555
36971535
32786390
33602258
BEILO0ES
33595563
32696331
42135782
020005469
32276175
334621703
Su5nE
336:1589
33620647
33602129
Q20007%
0518437
33593928

DATE OF WOOFR3

8 Map L5
& Mar L5
8 Har 45
8 May 45
8 MHur L8
9 Yoz 45
o e LY
9 Lap 4%
9 Mar 45
15 ¥ax k5
15 Mer 43
15 Eor L5
15 Har LY
15 ¥ar &5
15 Hagy LB
15 Hop LS
i0 Her 4%
17 Her 4§
15 Har &)
15 Mnr L5
15 Mop &%
17 Eux &5

16}'{&1‘3$5

AWARD

Photogrgphs of personnel, important acenes of vvents not available vp to 31

Mareh 1%,5.

For the Commanding Offices:

M%‘WM
JAREETT C. MC CORNICO,
lst Lt, Cav,

Pagtelion Historinn,



