/'?

3

A 1eh5
I e .
It T:as‘\i‘\iastgﬁ Sunday, 1 Apr LS. The day was cold and no different from
the many preceeding it. The 80th Infantry Division had been f ollowing
the wake of the U.3. 4Sth Armored Division to which CT 318 had been
atltached for the move from the RIILL LIVER. The 30th Division held the
left flaenk of the U.S. XX Corus and that of the U.S5. Third Army. CT 33,
with elements of CT 317 following in Division reserve, had been released
from the armored division and reverted to the control of the 30th Division.
The Regiment was notified that its mission was to attack I, to seize and
secure the large industrial city of KASSIL. CT 319, on the right flank,
was assigned to clear the heizhts © of the city, thus cutting off ereny
escape routes to the T and Ni. On the left flanl: of CT 3.5, the 30th Re-
connaissance Troop was to probe the area northward and maintain contact

with the U.5, PFirst Ammy.

KASSHL, approximabely 5h miles I of CT 313 positions in HOUULRG, is situa-
ted in central GLIMIAITY, on a line midway between DUSSILDOIF on the 1/ and

L3TIi2IG on the E. The city ranked high in the mamufacturce of war material
and also served as a vital enemy communicaltions center. 0Of signal import-
ance ~ere four factories of Henschel & Sons which produced the monstrous
Tiger Rojal tanks, locomotives, alrcraft engines, heavy duty truclks and
75rmm antitan: guns. In addition, the firm of Vegman & Company produced

turrets for the Tiger tanks and 88m antiaircraft guns.

The city had suffered severely from Allied bombing raids, particilarly
during the period Sep-Oct lli, from American fortresses escourtesk by -5l
tstang figchter planes. Although industrial production was drastically
curtailed as a rcsult of the bombing raids, many of the facvories were
still overating wren the city was finally ceptured by CT 3.5, The normal
population in excess of 200,000 fell to about 30,000 as the American
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forces ap.roached the city.

The irportance of KA3SI was evidenced by biec frenzied efforts of the ereny
to gather togcther all available manpower in a last ditch defense of the
city. Horing to halt the advance of the American troops, the German NCO
Tanlz School "Iisenach'" was brought into the arca 29 iiar li5. Task Force
"Zisenach" vas equizped with 30 new 50-ton ranther and Iark IV tanks. Com-
posed of four companies of combat exyerienced cadre and drivers plus rmu-
erous 17-year olds, the enemy unit was to be contacted only once in the
entire strugcle for HASSZEL. Other enery units indentified in the sector
were several batteries of the Olith Heavy Anti-aircraft Battalion in which
each battery possessed four 80mm guns entrenched along the southern out-
skkirts of KASSEL. The 2d Battery, 1066 Artillery Zegiment of the 166th
Reserve Infantry Division filled similarly located positions and possessed
three horse-drarm 105mm guns. Also in positions in and around the city
were 135 men of the 36th Alarm Company and 150 men of the 15th ranzer

Grenadier RHeplacement Company.

CT 313, in positions around HOLEERG, had the 3d Battalion to the I pro-
tecting the bridreheads over the ZL0ER RIVER at OBLR ML IICH and NIEDER
MOLLRICH and the bridgehead site over the ZiS RIVIR at NILDERVORSCILTZ.
The lst Battalion, with Co C leading, had moved through the bridgehead
area on the ZDDEZR RIVER at 2,00, 3 lar L45. The 2d Battalion, during the
same period, closed in LUTZILWIG rear the AUTOBAINL Cannon Co, behind the
3d Battalion, closed in UTTERSIAUSEN while Co B, 305th lledical Battalion

moved to HOLTEZRG with the CF of the Regiment.

The main axdis of the proposed attack on KASSIL was to be from IOLBLRG N
and 10 through FILSBERG and NILDLIRVORSCIUTA. Once these tovms were talken,
the attack vould then be continuous@ norblward alons the main highway
(Route 3/25h) approaching XASSIL from the 3, S and SE. The lst Battalion
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noved through the chilly night nortlorard from NIZUGRVORSCHUTZ ard through

DEUTE to arrive ab its objective of DISSEN by 0430, 1 Apr 45. During the
advance small arms fire from enemy positions to the X was rececived. As the
battelion contimed the advance it encounvered heavy fire from eneny tenks
and small arms in the BESSE-HERTTINGSIAUSLEN vicinity; however, a general
withdrawal of the eneny was evident as the latter fell back toward KASSIL.
The 1st Battalion vy midnight had advanced 10 miles throucgh RINGERSHAUSIH

to the vicinity just S of OBER ZWEIRELN, a point 1.5 miles S5 of KASSHL.

(et <)
The 2d Battalion had departed LUTZL IG at 11430 and advanced along the

left flank of tielst Dattalion in a nortiwesterly direction. By 1505,
having moving against slight resistance, the battalion had dleared the

tovms of LOIE, ALTSNBIRG, GIHS:AR and JTIADEN. Koving swiftly, Hamper White

2

seized the towns of RIEDHE, LETZZ, LOEE and ZUSCILL and GUDENSBEUG by 1710.
At 1715 leading elements were enbtering the L AGENSLG WALD. From this posi-

Eh

tion the battalion jurped off to attack GROSSEIRIITL at 2250.

Mghting continued in the town until shortly after 2h00 when it was report-
MAkper Csne b

ed secured. The-baltlalion then consolidaved its positlions around the towm

and occupied the villages of GERTRUDZNSTIFT on the N7 outskirts. The 3d

Battalion at FALSDERG moved to closed in WINDZRVORSCITZ at 1500. Cannon

Co in sw.port of the lst Battalion had moved from UTTERSIAUSEN to HOLZ-

TAUSEY (1.5 miles I of DISSEN). Co B, 305 ked Battelion, remained with

the Negimental CF in HOLBERG,

In the advance CT 313 had taken 17 prisoners, eight S58rm anti-aircraft guns

and 26 torms. The town of BESSE was personally captured by Col. Luckett, CO

of CT 33. The enery encountered in the move northwrard represemnced the

641Lst an’ 562d Regiments, 166th Reserve Infantry Division and the 18Lith

Reserve Grenadier Battalion. Thé”cénem-y units had arrived in the vicinity

during 27-30 iar L5 and were assigned the mission of defending the EDDER-
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TLDA 2IV-R line which ran in a W and S direction. Late in the afternoon

of 3 ar 15, thcs%f s-unids vere directed to fall bacl: into KASSEL
leaving small delaying forces behind. The German 166th Reserve Infantry
Division had been transported fronm DEIFARK by rail 25 Mar L5, but orly two
of the three regiments were identified in the sector. Hach regiment was
composed of two bettalions of 100 men each, vlus three other companies in
support. The 18)ith Grenadier Battalion was composed of five companies

averasing 150 men each and armed mostly with aubomatic weapons.

At °L00 1 April L5, the 3d Battalion of CT 3.8 moved N from NL:DZRVORSCHUTZ
through DEUTE and DISSHN to join Cannon Co in HCOLZHAUSZIN by 0300 2 Apr L5.

CLCVTIRY

The battelion CrF and Co LI remained in DISSZIL -

A OLOO 2 Apr 1i5, the lst Battalion — with Cos A and B abreast - began
movenent northward from the vicimity of OBER ZWLIREN, The early norning
hours were cool and sormewhat damp. To the I could be seen brilliant flash
of artillery hits and the subsequent fires started by the artillery turned
the horizon ang eerie dull red as morming broke. By 0L30, the lead com-
panics entered the outgrirts of NIEDZR ZWEIREN. At OL55, as the assault
companics entered the southern oubslkirts of KASSL, the enemy launched

a counter-attack with an M 100 infantry supported by 15 armored

vehicles.and seven tanks.
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Just prior to the eneny assault, Cos A and I vere moving northward in a
sidrmish line adjacent to Route 3 along the left flanik. To the left of the
higlway, some 100 yards dis ta:lt was a wooded area and the first cluster
of two-storied houses. To the rizht of the road, across the front of the
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assaultine riflenen, was a line of earthen defense works and foxholes ex-
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tending from the road to the base of a steep tree-tonped nill. Astride the

highway, a nevly rlowed ficld extvended from the edge of the woods to the

base of the hill.

Throush the early morming mists which rendered the outskirts of the town
barely visible, the assault elements of the lst Battalion started across
the field. Fatiently waiting, the German defenders in the woods and en-
trenchments vith-held their fire until the companies were within 150 yards
of their positions. Suddenly the stillness of the morning was shattered by
the sharp craclde of eneny rifles arnd the busy chatter of enery machine
guns. The withering eremy fibe cut into the American ranks which stopped
momentarily and tlen moved forward. At this time the ererny chose te launch

its armored assault.

Long-barrelled enmy O0rmm guns of the Tiger Zoyal tanks belched shells into
the assawliting rifleman., With the first shell, Sgt Esparza (Co A) fell. ifc
Valentino (ledic) moved obliquely forward across the open field under heavy
fire to render aid. As Ffc Valenbtino worked over the battered forn of the
vounded nan, another cnery tank bore dowm upon the two men at the side of
the road. Just as the enemy btank tore loose with mmidmx a shell, ifc
Valentino threw himsclf across Lsparza. With the explosion, Lsparza vas

1d1led and Valentino mortally wounded.

™

Using the eremy gun flashes as objectives, Cos A4 and B glowly moved forward
toward the enemy positions. Sgt Owen (Co 4) moved to the lead of the line
and took up a rositions where he could effectively fire on the erneny. Hs
devastating fire eéé‘ee%ivﬁkﬂled or wounded more than L0 of the enemy. Co
A tren nmoved forward to occupy the entrenclments and the houses on the side
of the road. Throushout the revainder of the mornmingz, Sgt Johnson (Co A)

sat in an enery foxhole and continued to fire a bazooka at tle passing
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Tigor Joyals. Unfortunately, the shells which struc: the tanks did not
explode. By noon, the battered clements of Co A held a weak line extend-
ing fron the first house across the eneny entrenchments to a graveyard on
the oo of the hill. Co B, on the right flanlk, encountered heavy eneny
fire from machine-sun emplacements. FPLe Witzman (Co B), his company halted,
cravled forward through the heavy fire to abttaclk the enemy position. In
the ensuing action, Witzmen killed 3 of the enemy with his automatic rifle
and his company swged forward. Co C, commitbed when heavy losses were en-
countered by Cos A and B, moved across the railroad tracks in tle vicinity

of MIZDLR ZWEilHE! in the wake of the attacling forward clements.

o, r"\ +

The 2d Batialion, ecarlier in the morning, had atbacked N from GROSSIMIITTS

tovard ALTIIRITTL apidly dleared of the eneryy. Tho attack was
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then contimued W apgainst increasing cnemy resistance toward the

4

high

ground in DRASSELIZRG WALD and BRASSIL BERG.

The 3d Battalion , following the lst, had just moved to assault positions
on the southern edge of OBER ZWEIRLN when the enery attack occurred. As

the eremy cmashed into the 3d Battalion, Sgt Sheffield (Co I) directed his
squad into positions to repel the attack, For three hours, exposing himself

~

to the enory, he effectively distributed the fire of his squad which re-

Ly

sulted in the death of 57 of the enery and the wounding of 28 others. The
battalion tlen conbtimed tre attaclk WY toward WhILIZEIDEN where heavy fire
yas encountered. Ifc Daffer (Co L), as severel of his comrades fell wound-
ed, charged the cnery position located in a nearby house. Capturing 7 of
the enerty, Daffer returned with his prisoners arnd forced trem to carry his
wounded to tle rear. Ffe Miller (Co L), in another area, IriNsebEmm Xy
jmex elected to remain vith the company casualties. For 10 hours, without
food or contact with his company, ifc Iiller contimued to administer aid
to the wounded in full view of the enemy until the casualiies were moved.
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The eneny attack, vhile it did not fully break the lines of CT A8, suc-
ceeded in driving down the gap between the 1st and 3d Battalions. The enemy
contimued tre advance southward 2lons the left flant of the lst Battalion.
Corpmnications of CT 313 were disrupted and the enemy armor destroyed 6
tank destroyers of the 811 Tank Destroyer Battalion and four 57mm anbitank
guns, Swiftly striking S, enemy armor seized ALTENBAUINL and moved SE to
the vicinity of KIRCIDAUNA. The attack was finally mailed dovm by fierce

defensive measures of CT 3.3 and a pincer moverent from the W by CT 7.

—

The battalions of CT 3% conbimued the attack nortimard along the oubtskirts
of KABSHL. At 1540, another enery assault was launched SE from the torm
in the vicinity of the 1st Battalion. Assisted by the deadly accuracy of
the 3lith Field Artillery Battalion, the lst Battalion succeeded in des-—
bryoing 6 ermmy tanks while the remainder of the attacking force withdrew

into KASS™L o

Dy mightfall CT 317 had beabsn the enemy back into tho KASST bastion
against heavy oppositions.zThe lst Battalion contirmued its fight on the
southern cutskirts of the -city againsy severe fire from smell arms, anti-
tank and tank positions. The advance of the 2d Battalion continued against
ereryy tank fire and 20mn flalz guns in BRASSILBIRG which was finnlly taken
at 2010, Tre battalion then sent Cos F and G to clear the adjacent woods
while Cos & and H secured the town. Late in the night, the 2d Battalion
contimied northlward to seize the hish ground adjacent to the western—eide
of KASSH.. The 3d Bettelion, advancing between the lst and 2d, pushed N
from OBLR ZWSIREN along the railroad lineleading into IASSEL from the SW.
Fierce eneny resistance was encountered all the way but, by the close of

the period, the battalion held positions in the railroad yards of KASSIL

and mas still pressing norviwrard.
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Durine the day, C7 313 had captured 212 prisonsrs and Tive towms, had
" -4
destroved six eresy tans, four 80m anti-aircraft guns, one Volliswagon,

7o halfirac:s and four swily truc:s. The enemy fought fiercely against

the advance and, despite two heavy counter-attacks, was unable to helt
the progress of G 0. The success of CT 310 thus far was not without
it's cost. The lst Battalion had lost li ldlled, eight of which vere
nmeribers of Co A, and a large nmumber wounded. The 2d Babttalion lost 3
1-1led and munerous others ounded. The 3d Dattelion sustained 5 killed

Iud

and a mulber wounded. The Anti-tanit Co of CT 310 susbained a number of

ot

casvalties and lost several S57mm anti-tank guns. By the end of the period

CT 318 was firrly established in the outskirts of KASSIL on the S (1st

ooy

Bn), on the W (24 Bn) and on the SW (3d Bn).

m

Ineny resistence during the doy included Tagls Force "hisenachM, several
33m bateries of the 6lith Heavy Anti-aircraft Battalion, batteries of the
166th Reserve Infantry Battalion, the 56th Alarm Company and the 15th
Fanzer Grenadier Company. The enemy strongpoints vere centered chiefly

in the torms and on key terrain guarding the southern a; roaches to 555D,

U 13 encounterdd fierce delaying tactics as the enamy blew the bridges

and vrithdrew nortinmrard into KASSIL.



