} one boats were lost,riddled
and arms fire,All the boats were either shot up or los

y o | were lost.Either killed or wounded.Some boats
wounded Before being destroyed, @, rt
o - . b} _. ‘ .

P withirew to the high ground to the West and commenced
g for an attempt to force a crossing agsinst strong en resistance,
his time the site chosen was DIEULOUARD, \t that time Co 0,305th,
was with the 315th in vieinity of TOUL.There a crossing was effected in the
face of little opposition,The 318th was in reserve 3 DIEULOUARD

e
317th which would push eastward and secure the high 3T GENEVIEVE
pud the hill to the South(LA FALAISE).The 318th CT would then oross and
ndra northward to segure MOUSSON Hill,The 2nd Bn,31Tth CT,wss %o cross
No: of the island (784-301).The 3rd Bn was to ford scross the canal and
two arms of the river in the viecinity of the island (785-283),The lst Bn,
was to follow the 2nd. At umgt.m night before the ocrossing a recon
trol of six men from Co A alded by two Frenchmen located a ford over

: arm of the river, also located the dam over the far branch and
saw to it that it y to be blown,The ford was marked with tracing
tape.Co B was to work with the 2nd Bn.2 men out of six were killed,

The infan wu.Ey_nmmmu there was a delay and the

h;n a at Oo 5,305th,first bridged the canal 1
with a Tootbridge.A number of in the canal facilitated this job ¢ !
SIapioted. % vus 4" fous ke Jovsiandearty Fres,rosd o Tives sae msossests |
eomp oIt was a ob,Handoarry fron to river was
After the canal was bri 17 p asaault boats were put across the
canal and used for cros the river,15 men of whom 12 are infantrymen !
and three engineers fit into thesp boats,The wen padile while one man i
in the n:‘nrnhw-.lu uihf: palilesl7 boats -.: ufﬂmu aross an ]
infantry company 4After the Hssault boata oros gompany work !
was commenced oh the t bridge across the river,One platoon,lo 0,aided
Co B in the construction of the footbridge over the river,

Co A minus one platoon which acted as infan with the second bn
rtdodth-mmuuwmmmmﬂortonnrummth
ol the route and ueing the fords taped of ¢ by the patrol of the
night re,The one platoon of engineers which served as i
went armed with rope,plak,explosives, oinshort all for mines
:‘na booby traps.In point of fact no mines were found in einity of crossig







by )

he Western banks of the river,From these ’ the
e 2 to obtain perfect observation of all activity on the o :
The river itself in this area has a variable depth from six to eight
feet and flows at approximately six to seven miles n;‘w.m bottom
is for the most part muddy which makes fording peri for vehicular
traffic since the mud clings to the tracks,The average width 1s about
one hundred and fifty feet,

Two characteristics of the river affected operations: the gquick flow
and the tendency of the water level to change overnight,

Along the western bank of the river there is a canal,fifty feet in width ,
8ix in depth,Between the river and the canal is an eight foot dyke similar

in appearance to the hedgerows of NORMANDIE,This dyke rises abruptly from i B

the canal and river bottom,Because of the n{ii water level its banks
and those of the canal and river are very muddy,In rainy weather the entire
area becomes a veritable mire,

Opposite DIEULOUARD the river forms two arms which wind around a flat
island several hundred yards wide at its widest point.Before operatigns

there was one 8 the island, Practically y —t
e Gr.!hmm%lm
) ts of two cos~fere put nm.ﬂ‘nﬂ:‘;ﬁp
cross ne was not adequately supported and nearly all the inf was cut
and

lost. It 1s known that ten wounded returned,38 assault b‘&u\( lost
in the operation.The Group did not take part in this crossing, Tt g‘t
Bn,the organic engineers of the 80th guided the men
manned the agsault boats.It was apparent that too much ngth held
the opposite bank,During daylight the enemy placed interdicto ‘on
all vehicles on the forward slopes of the Western side,The en: BOIS DE
CUITE was under hostile observation
Then an attempt was made at night in fore 80th had five
battalions available,.The original plan calle r the 317th CT to cross
ust North of the island while the 318th OT(- 1 Bn) to cross at the izland,
on information received from a Frenchman fords were :
on the near arm,one on the far branch,It was planned to throw an infan
support bridge over the canal and improvised trestle bridges over both arms,
The trestle bridges could carry Cl 9 loads,These would be prefabricated 1
in bivouae,carried to the sites in trucks, and put in as scon as no small |
arms fire.later in the day the 557 Hvy Pon Bn’ would bridge the canal and |
both arms.This work was to go only after the sites were out of pange of d It
hoagtile artillery, ', : s - 1
To support the crossing twenty 50 Cal and thirtg 30 Cal machine 3 1
were dug in along the forward slope of ‘tHe BOIS DE CUITE on the Q4=-! the
wood,During the two nights previous to the attack the 1&?.;% in
and sited t.h:ngun. which were manned by engineers,The positie re well
camouflaged had overhead cover also.These guns put up barrage fire
while the infantry crossed in the assault.
At the infantry started crossing.Artillery opened up at 0415,The
nr;.{.mpnnuan was of an hour's duration,
305th ferried and guided one bn of the 317th across.Then this same
outfit constructed an infantry foot bridge by which another bn crossed,
Then & co of the 167th C Engr 2n constructed an Infantry Support Bridge
acrosa the canal and river,
As soon as the initlal waves of inf reached the far bank the en opened
up with machine plstols,However the en inf were too thin,too scattered
to stop the crossing, However heavy arty and mortar fired on the supporting

achine guns kllling one and wounding a few,

—







INE &NG ed b . % T
{ speedy work,It was necessary to bulldoze thri

dyke and steep banks,At the same time work was going on with th
support bridge.This further confused work.Also the cansl level had
m;zdetwt overnight,The soft banks forced the giving up of the idea
of the trestle bridges.
No work mldhdomonmmngmnutmuntnmwmc
crossed,It was impossible to get the equipment across the £ill which '
the 305th had made at the established crossing point by pushing g-u
into the canal.The bridge across the first 4rm was completed 0.

As soon as the canal was bridged,the second llrur co )
tmmmmw“ﬂonmrwm.nltmmw
ford the far arm with an armored dozer,which attempt falled,The third
Job was completed by 2000 that night,

That night it was decided to construct another ponton bridge across the
far arm 300 yards downstream,The equipment was brought in after dark,
By 0600 the morning of t was ready

On the night of the ﬁ:u fth heavy ponton bridge was built at
end of the macadam road upstream.B8y this time it was safe to use
that loglcal place since the en fire had diminished.To o the
vy

for thies bridge the heavy across the canal and the hea . on

GO was & 5O es 0 DIEULOUARD
iles from DIEULOUARD.The CO of Co A and the Bn 8-3
conducted reconnaissance.The en had perfect observation from the hills
across the river into the town.The hostile arty would blast at anybody
showing himself,

On the morning of th Co A moved out and came inte DIEULOUARD,
Commenced work on canal .While working sent bzck for Co B to move
up.On completion of the canal bridge Co B crossed and forded the near arm,
This ford was located below the Co A bridge across the near arm,Co B
was clearing mines before the trucksput it was a uu-eomuw-
Co B declided to move forward gardless of mines and s . cons
tion.By B8:45 that night trsffic mo across the three bridges,

Next morning 1117th or‘ared reconnaissance for other site down:
from first Co B ze , Wa, ; and 2 3

had 50

trucs

sl TEA nd d h
Lhe h BOIS DE CUITE) dug in previous .
initial wave,Arty also opened uK-at 0415,
the en answered with arty,but the engr were so
few casualties.The machine guns were controlled
ly locatea point, _
Itmmmm«lm‘mmmmw.pmum '
bri over the first arm.However the near arm could be forded by wheeled
and hndg was abandoned,The ford was I‘:gnud.

Co A,248th, and the 557th went to work on the bridge over the first
arm after the completion of the canal bridge, "
Just as the heavy ponton bridge over the first arm was lated ,
and the first vehicles commenced crossing,artillery fire s ed from the

en held hills, 4

Oo B,248th,asslsted Co B Hvy Pont Bn in constructing the bridge over
ihe second arm, The en took turns shelling each bridge all afterncon. i

The third bridge was completed by 2000 that night.Two pontons were it
knocked out in shallow water and these were allowed to remain thers, i
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