A;::nxwé‘l to - After Action
Report 80th Inf Div Di4.

-

3 January 1945
Inf, minus, during its

HEADCUAKTERS 318TH INFANTRY
’ APO 80, U.S. Army -

Subject: After Action Report.- covering Operations of 318th
attachment tc Lth Armored Div,

General, 80th Inf Div, APO 80, U.S. Army.

TO: C
Y (attn: G=3)
24 Degember 10LL:

- At 1200 2i December 19LL, both lst and 2d Battalion, 318th Infantry, were out

of contact with the enemy. At the time, enemy elements in ETTLLBRUCK (pS8240) were
contained by the 3d Battalion. The 2d Battalion was moving to reserve positions in
OBERFEULEN (p7840) and 1lst Battalion was assembled in the vivinity of BERG (p6430).
At 1300 the Regiment, less one (1) Battalion, was ordered to move without delay to
assist the 4th Armored Division in releiving the 10lst Airborne Division and elements
of 9th and 10th Armored Divisions who were encircled by the enemy at BASTOGNE (p5558),
BEIGIUM. The 1st Battalion was entrucked at Colmar (p8235) at 1700 and moved via
BISSkN(p?7933), ELL (pé431), MARTELLANGE (p5638) to an assembly area in the woods

Just Northeast of ARNACH (p5642). The second Battalion closed in the area at 2300,
Regimental Headquarters, one (1) platoon Company B 305th Engineer Battalion and
four (4) ambulances from Comapny B 305th Medical Battalion left COLMAR (pB235) at
1700 and moved, via ELL (pb431) and ARLON (pb122) to FAUVILLERS (p514l) closing at
2300, The lst Battalion was attached to Combat Command A, L4th Armored Division. 318th
Infantry, minus two (2) Battalions, was attacled to Combat Command B 4th Armored
Division. ‘ '

25 December 194

At 0800 the lst Battalion w.ttic ed from the vicinily of 56 Li5 nd fought
its war througt heavily wooded ¢n’ ex renmcmly roush terrein up to its line of
Dep: rture by 11C0 and moved on to capture the town of TINT. Gy (p574 ) and approxe
imetcly one-hundred-fifty (150) rrisoners by 1400, The lst Battalion wus
suppo:tcd by elements of Company I 35th Tunk Dattalion. From 1400 until 1600,
B #n¢ £ Corpanics clenned out the woods on the hish ground bLast ::ad North of

the tow . At 1700 the Butta.ion roved Northeast from the town nd n de contact
with I C: ranv 53d irmored Infantry tiattalion along a woods line at 70445.

A 3800 the zd Battalion jurred o:7 from its assembly area viciniwy o RNON
(rfll5). The 10th irrored Infantry lattalion wes on its left, The tattalion
2tt;cved through a large pateh of woods for anproximzbely fiftcen-hun red
(150C) yarcs to captur the town of Ci! LIONT (p5:48) und the high 'r nd just
bevone!, The enemy was well dug in on very rough terrain. :

26 Decermber 19Li:

At 0200 the lst Rattalion jumped off from « position just Noriheast of
SINT N3 (r5744) 2nd advanced approvim:tely three-thiousand (3000) wvards ..Tainst
he~vy c™rosition through thici y wooded and eXtremely mountainous country.
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26 Decerber 194k :

The id Bittalion, att:ckins with the 10th Armore< Infantrv Battelion,
Junped off at 0900, captured the town of GR.Ni.. U {p5149) anc¢ cle re: the woods
one~thousand (100C) yards to the North.

Early in the cvenin- of the 2(th, tank elements of the /th Armor: ¢ Division
wer ='1le to get into the besieged city of F CTUME (p5558), but were unable to
~ get b:ck out again. [n Officer le ding a four (4) man petrol went through :bout
four-thousand thOO) yards of enemy held territory. T'is ad :nce throu- enemy
lines was facilitated by the use of red and green light signils which bud been

learned from the enemyv durin~ the nrevious two (£) davs.
with elemants  of the 326th ks ineer Batta_ion wittin th

The ratrol m:d

contact

citv at O430A on the

27th and wes escorted to the Commind Post of the 10lst :iirborne Livision.

The

ratrol brought ! c- «n overlay of the posit:ons of the 10lst w thin the city
and the G-3 Feridoc Report of that unit. “ j

27 Decerber 1944 :

1st Battalion attacked to the North ut 0500 und ca:tured NI VI.Ls (p5547)
and LIV'RCY 'PS (n5648) against heivy resistance. The 2d Battszlion att: cked
at 0200, clezred the --oods South of HUF:hi (p5351) :nd advenced to the town.
For the nisht defensive positions were set. up Southeast of ASSEN LY (~5253).
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2¢ December 194h: K

At 1200 the lst Battalion was relieved b 3d Battalion 134th Infuntr.

During the night the 1st Battalion veturned to Cuiiia (y8235) in the
80th Division Sector, . ‘
. .

At 0800 the 2d Batta:ion from its positi ns North of ASSh.LIS att: cked
to the North and made cont:ct with elements of the 101st iirborne Division :t
1000, vicinity (550340). At 2200A this Battaiion wis rolcased to Regimental
control :nd moved the next day it noon to rejoin the Regiment =t SCHI..u:K (r8238).
Regimental Headquarters and Headcuarters Compan retu. ned to Cuid..® (p8235) on
2?9 December 1944 . During this operation the two Battalions cartured a total
of 769 rrisoncrs of *ar. wne (1) Vark IV Tank was destroyed.




