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HEA DU WRT3S 80T.: INFANTRYLIVISIOUN
ASO #80, U.. 5. Army

G-2 After Action Report

1 - 31 March 1945
ATTACK TO KYLL RIVER LINE I
THE. BATTLE OF THE SAAR VALIEY  II
THE ASSAULT OF THE RHINE AMD MIE RIVERS
THE. CAPTURE COF. WIESBADEN = I1L
SFECTAL SECTIONS v

ACK. -
(3 --6 March 1945)

. During the period 1 --6 March,, the 80th Division
continued the attack,, clearing the enemy West of the Kyll
Rver from Usch to kndorf.. Cpposing our advance were
elemente of three Volksgrenadier division --167,, 276 and
J40,,were in addition,, stragglers from the 9,, 79, and
246 VG Divisions..

In an effort to cover the with:drawal of the bulk of
hls forces to the East bank of the Nyll River,, the enemy.
defended in soattered localitias from favorable terrain
features between the Nims and Kyll Rivers and in towns
controlling road nete where defended road blocks were
encountered. Considerable use was made.of demolitions
and mineflelds to delay our advance eastward. Artillery
and mortar rire was light.. .

THS LE OF SAARANAEFEY «

(T .= 24 March 1945 )

7 =12 March,80th Infantry Division went into position -
in the sector along the SAAR River Vi- ZKERF,, which is 8ix
mlles East of SAAR3URB. Here. the Division was attached
to XX.Corps and was flanked on the left (North) by994th
US Infantry Division and on the right (Sqath) by 26th Us
Infantry Division. S

On 13 Maroch the 80th Division attackedto the East.
Opposing our pusitions were 24 Mountein Diviaslon and the
the 416th Infantry Divielon supported by the Tth Ncoclwerfer
Brigade. Ene.y recistance to our attack consisted of heavy

small arms, automatic weasons and nebelwerfer and .ortar fire .

threcughcut the Division zone; arvillery concentration: weie
recelved in towns and key terrain features. Conslderudle wine
flelds and obstacles were enccuntered., One ccunterattack of
eneny infaniry was re.uleed without loss of ground from the
vielnity of HE of G.IL L.l :
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14 = 16 March our attacking forces met heavy fire from assault
guns and moderate small arms and automatic weapons fire. Aﬁtillgry
and nebelwerfer concentrations were reccived in tovms throughout
division zone. Conslderable minefields, booby traps and defenslve
works were encountercd. T e enemy counterattacked fiercely to
regain lost ground; all counteorattacks were repulsed without loss
of ground and with considerable losses to the enemy. Late on 16
March enemy resistunce became disorganized except for the stubdborn
defense in and Jorth of Weiskirchen. During this pericd elements
of the 6th SS lountain Division were identified in the vicinlty
of Welskirchen. ‘ : ' ,
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17 = 21 March our ra>id advances met a fleeing enemy. Our i
fcrces entered ana cleared Kalserslautern. Only token resistance |
was encountered as the 80th pushed on to the Rhine. Llements of i
the 71. Div, 17 SS .’z Gren Dlv, 9 AA Div, 47 VG Livislon were C
ca rtured.

22 -24 March enemy alr activity was considerable day and : .
night as columns were strafed and bombed. Numerous deserters 1
and satragglers were captured. 3

: In 4 day's time, the enemy's defenses along the Saar River
had been brg{!n after dogged, hard fighting and with the break-
“through came ‘the pursuit of the enemy's flecing remnante through
the SaarivValley tc ihe RHINE. 7,412 prisonerg of wur were. pro-
cessed theough 80th Division PWE from 13 - 24 March and many
towns werecleared of enemy.. _
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The. periocd . following the breakthrough on 17 March 1s char-
acterized by the lightning advances made by our pursuing forces;
the soattered ‘and meager resistance,, the hupghazard efforts made
by the enemy in defending roadblocks,, oratering,. placing mine=-
fleld and blowing bridges.. Untold quantiticsof enemy material
were capturedaand destroyed. Of partlicular note is the fact
that the gredt majorityof enemy forces captured after the break- :
throu were artillery, service and headquarters personnel,, all 3
commiited asm Infantry,.in a desperate attempt to starve off the
Allisd blows to the Nazi Lifeline.. R
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.+ THE ASSAULT OF THE RBINE AND MaIN
- RIVERS =-THE CAPTURE OF WIESBADEN -

PART III
(25 ~ reh 1945)

4 . AENcak

25 - 27 March the 80th Divielon went into positione along the
West bank of the RHINE River Vie [i.iINTZ and South bank of FalIi
River Vie RUSSZLS.LEIM preparatory to assault crossings of both
rivers and the capture of wl1.53.L%.. Theenemy continued to ocecupy
alertly the ground on the onposite banks of these rivers including
some of the lslands in the RilINE River in the division zone. Enemy
artillery fire was sooradic during this perilod. :

28 March the 80th attacked. Enemy resistance to our assault
of the RIILL River was stubborn initially, consisting of small arms,
automatic weasons and 20mm anti-aircraft fire. Three cournterattacks
were reolused during the early morning hours without lose of ground,




A8 the attack continued, resistance became disorganized and ineffectual
as large numbers of ensemy surrendered in groups to our forward elements.
Resistance t0 our corossing of the MAIN River was light throughout the
day. WIES3,.DEN was cleared of enemy before dark after scattered op-
vosition from swall arms and automatic weavons fire had ceused and

many other towns were cleared during the day’ : :

Only 7 divisional combat troops were captured during the day
although 1145 enemy, were processed through the division prisoner of
war enclosure., Miscellaneous anti-aircraft units, convalescents, home-
guard,, custom and police officialr were comprising the defenders of
WIZSBADGEN and vicinity. !

29 - 31 March disorganized resistance met our attacking forces
in towns and woods. The enemy attempted to infiltrate through our -
lines in an effort to escape to the east. Local pockets of resist-
ance were encountered in north portioh division zone particularly
vicinity USINGEN where a large number of enemy were trapped. In the
woods Vie KO2.33N, 1 Plat of 80 Cav Ren Troop captured 1,500 prisoners
in one engagement.

S EGIAL SECTIONS IV
IPY Teams Nos 75 & 76

0/C IPW Team 75 - Captaln raul Loeser, Jr.
0/C IPV Team 76 - Lt. Theodore E..Gutman

17,665 prisoners were processed through the 80th Division PWE
during the month. More than half of the total FWs proosssed since .
Joast dugust, was taken during March 1945. Tbe caliber of FwWs varied
only slightly during the month,, and it wag most notlceable that for
- the first timethe interrogators could get their best imformation from
officers,, especially battalion cammonders up to the rank of Lt Colonel.
There were few, if any prisoners who could etill be called segurity
conscious.. It 1s further notable that whereas previously the per-
centage of officers captured was approximately 1%, it was 48% during
this perilod.. This,.beyond doubt, is partially lue to sha fact, that
a irlat many rear ares 1nnta11ationn wers overrun, and that some
unfte such as the 64th AA Repl Battalion and 635th AA Battalicn were
taken complete. On the other hand,, the officers themselves admltted
having lost Interest in further fighting and had more or less vole
untary surrendeded oy deserted.. ' '

Auﬁ the unending mumber of deserters and stragglers proceased
during 8 month,lt was interesting to note,, that a greal many
outright deserters had their homes in areas overrun by Allled Forces.
These men were quite free to admit that they had been held in bond
for the well-being of their families, and that thelr peoglo in turn
were held as hostages for their continued "good behavior" in the
armed forces. Since that threat no longer e¢xisted,, once their home
town were overrun, the men felt free to desert at the first con-~
vernilent occasion. CL
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Another interesting sidelight of interrogatlon during Harch were
reports of increasing hostility of German civillans azainst their own

. Time and again, it was reported that the civillans had hegred and
threatened the soldiers to leavc their town for fear that reslistance would
cause the Allled Juggernmaut to destroy their last earthly belongings
which had withstood six years of war. Civiliasns were sald to be only toe
earer to hoist white flags, .and according to reorts,.considered that only
the most rabid and insane Nazis would continue resistance in view of recent
developments. _ : :

i Order of 3&3&10 Team #34
Q/C. To =~ 1t Lt A nd V., Paolln

In addition to routine tasks, of partiocular interest was the partiocl-
pation of the Order of Battle team in the arrest of former Vice-President of
the County of WEIS iiLEN and the discovery of a prot to blow up the Autobahn
bridge at VO:LCRERHAIN. _

Members of the team went on a special mission to0 ADLLERWORSL, underground
CP of HIiikR and later C=in-C /251 headqQuarters, vicinity LaJGE HaIlN. Belng
the first Allied personnel to visit this spot, the team made a thorough
search for documents. Speclal investigatlons of the former XII German
Wehrkreis headquarters and several ammunition stores at WIES:IiLauN were also
conducted. : :

Evaluation of documents enabled the team to prepare a list of code and
passwords for the month of March as used by the 2d German Mountain Division
then opposing 80th Division advance., Aside from the usual reporis the
following subjects were written up by this team:

2 Mar --Estimate of disposition and oépabilitiea of
German divisions on all fronts.

11 Mar - Special OB Review of enemy units on .XCorps front.
11 liar - OB Annex to 80th Div Fileld Order ;33 (Review of
~ enemy unitc L: £0ti Liv wector,
14 Mar - Review of 506th S5 Pz Grenadier Battalion
15 Mar - Review of 519th GHQ AT. Battalion

-MI1 Team No 444-G

0/C feam - lst Lt Erich Denzer

vuring the first half of larch the team was charged with obtalning all
possible information on roads, rivers, bridges and fords in line of tue
division advance. A lot of this information was obtained from civilians of
many nationalities, who cam. through our lines in the hope of getting away
from the war as quickly as possible. During the course of this work a
destroyed railroad gun was located and important data pertainin; to its use
wag collected. Also found what had once been a large V-2 launching site and
interesting facts were collected from civilians who had observed the Launching
of the rockets. By the second half of March our advance had become so swift
that most information gathered from civilians was outdated. It was decided
to split the team, using one part of it as additional CIC personnel and the
other part to augment the division IPY personrel. Whenever necessary, part
of the team has returned to its original purpose and obtained information as
needed.




Public Relations Section

0/C_Section - lst Lt Bernard Didinsky

In addition to routine releases the Division Public Relations Office
prepared 1 news story, 1 spec’al feature: "Nessengers to Mars" (80th Signal
Company). Routine duties included the release of 54 human interest stories,
1811 decorations, 245 citations and 574 promotions submitted to appropriate
agencies. .

P1 Team ﬁg
0(0 Team - Captain Michael E. Derbin

The first three days of March were spent making ground checks in the
vicinity of BITEURG verifying previous photo intelligence. On the 4th of
March, basic cover of the division zone was received. These sets were anno-
tated and distributed, every photo having the name of a town or a coordinate
on it. Mosaics were made for the artillery.

Town plans of the area vicinity SAARBURG were made and photos received
of this area were interpreted and distributed. A mosaic was made for
artillery. An engineer road study to ST VENDEL was made. A sortie dated
16 March covering the area vicinity ST VENDEL was also interpreted but very
little in the way of organized and set defenses were found. From the 19th
of March-to the end of the month, the division was on constant move so that .
the mobtle situation made photo intelligence of little value, A few mosaics
of the RHINE river vicinity of MAINZ were prepared.

.CIC Detachment '

> 0/C Detachment - Captain Thomas R. Mclillen

During the month of March 1945, the 80th CIC Detachment covered more.
than 185 towns and cities in GERM:NY. Among these were ST "ENDEL, K/ ISERS-
LAUTLRN, BAD DHRKHEIM, MAINZ, WINSBADuN and HOMBERG. A total of 1106
“arrests were made. among them four general officers including the chief of
police of VIESBADEN, the former chief of police of HAMBLRG, and a former
member of the Luftwaffe general staff. Also arrested was party member #325
(whose patience had been rewarded by becoming mayor of THICNVIL.L, FRANCE)
and a leading Abwehr personality in VIESBADLN. A breskdown is as follows:

Agents and suspects 5 _ Seeu:;ity arrests 218
Var criminals 6 Vehrmacht members in civilian clothes 847
POlitical internees 30 - '

RICHARD R. FLLISHER
Lt. Colonel, G.S.C.
AC of S, G-2.




