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UNIT;‘ 3¢ Bn, 319th Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div
PERIOD: 19 Dec 44 ~ 29 Jan 45
ACTION: Reducing the Bulge

SOURCE: Lt Col Elliott Cheston, Bu CO
Capt Robert J Bee, Jr, Bn S-3

VLACE AND DATE OF INTHRVIEW: HEISDORF, LUXEWBOURG, 2 Feb Ludd

LAPS: Socale, 1/50,000; France and Belgium Arlom Shoct 137, Wiltz Shect 1k,
Luxembourg {sheets 22 and £3)

INTERVIEWER: Capt D G Dayton

INTERVIEY conducted with unit records.

When the 8Uth Div received orders to move morth to asslab dn stopping ihc
Germun counterattack the 3d Bu, 319th Inf Regt, was in ROLREACH, FRINCE {65707,
The battalion was oot yet in the liné and bad only been in ROIBACH abdut 15 houpr,
having recently moved from MERLEPACH, FRAN&E (330620). About 1300 on LY Doc tho
battalion received orders to prepare for moveument, motorized. The battullon kmow i
was going %o move north but did not know its exact mission. It entrucked aboul
1830 and moved via SARRALBE-ST AVOLD-NMETZ and LUXEMBOURG CITY, The betislion tr.ov
lad all night using lights intermittantly, depending on the zone. This made drivis
difficult because of the necessity to freguently adjust to ihc change. The butt.-
lion arrived in WOLFERDANGE, LUXEMBOURG (845190) in the morninuy v Dec and bivow.isas
there. It was given no information as to mission immediately, but Capt Deo con-
tacted a Lt Col from the 9th Arﬁﬁ Div Ilg and the latter informed Copt Bee the
Germsns were ounly a few miles up the road and that’the 9th Armi had been cut uyp
considerably by the German thrust. The colonel égid Capt Bee that in view of tho
eritical situation the battalion would probably be used immediately.

*  On the morning of the Rlst the battalion received orders to move 1o

BROUCH (784278), about 16 kilometers morthwest of the city of LUKIMEQURG. Tne
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battalion was to ‘occupy and defend the high ground in that vicinity; On arriving
at BROUCH the battalion received oiders via radio that tie orders were changed, to
return to the area at WOLFERDANGE. Before the return movement was completed, or-
ders were r&ceived to go back to BROUCH and carry out the origincl mission. The
high ground in the vicinity of BROUCH and BUSCHIORF (755280) was oecupied, with tle
battalion defending to the north. buring the night of the Z21st orders were ro-
ceived to uttack to the north at dawn the next morning until contact was made with
eneny, which was expected to be in the vieinity of MERZIG {7856384). It was wo-
suxied that the latter town was in Lriendly hands but the situsbicu was so Lluid
and cloudy thet it wag felt necessary to move in an gbttack formation from a point
about 10 kilometers from the objective,

The battalion jumped off from BUSCHDORF obout 0830 in an approaca merch e
tion with two light tanks (702d Tk In) and a platoon of imfantry, motorized, recou-
noitering to the front. .Tho point reaghad the town of VICHTEN k?ﬁOBSO) without in;
cident and contacted slements of the 109th Inf Hegt, 268th Div. These elements ro-.
ported that their 3¢ En CP was being attacked in MIGHELIUCH (766568) and requested
imnediste agsistence. One platoon from Co I, 319th, was motori.cd snd given the
mission o'f goetting to the CP and comtaining the situation until the arrival of the
battelion. The platoen from I co got imto the town and contactod the ¢, who in-
formed the platoon that the situation was under control. A short iime later the
bsttalion arrived and immediately took up positions on the high grourd north and
oasl of the town with Cos K and L. Co I ramalned in MICHELBUCH. The Im GO from
the 109th Inf Regt said his troops hed withdrawn from MERZIG under pregsure the
previous night because the Gemans were infiltrating entiré companies behind the
lines, He said his companies were gpread out over several miles in the woods and had
no contact on the flanks,

| The Od Bn, 319th, attacked VMERZIG immediately, with Cos K and L supported
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by a platoon of Geo ¢/702 Tk Bon and a platoon of Co A/610 TD Bn, There was no

definite information concerning thé'enﬂmy. The companies attacked abroast, one con-
pany on. citber side of the road. There was light eneny artillery and mortar fire.
Both companies succeeded in entoring the town. The M Co machine guns were placed oun
the Ligh ground in the southwest edge. From thore they fired on cnowny vehicles,
which were evidently surprised whils in the stroets of the village. There wag con-
siderable enemy small arms fire in the town ond ouly Jbout 1/3 of the torn had beon

cleared of the enemy by dark. sartillery and tanks From the high reound south of

LERIIG were, for about aﬁ hour before dark, firing on small Germen sroups straggling
cut of the north edge of the town toward the woods. AL Gark the compenies were opr-
derod to outpost end hold what they had snd awsit further orders. At dawn the follow-
ing moraning, 23 Dec, the companies resumed the attacic through the touwn and by 1100
hed taken 118 Pus, five of which wers Junior officers, wnd killed about 60 GeItTans,
There were 1l AT guns (probably 758) captured and destroyed in the town. When i
IBRZI G had been clea;ed of the enemy, the 3d Bn wus given the missiond continuing

north to HEIDERSCHEID and contaot the 2d Bn, 319th, which passed through the 1st

Lo zono und made a night attack capturing HEiDERSCHEID. The 3d in moved through

OBERFEZULEN (777402) and proceeded northwest via the road toward the bown, The column

was halted in the edge of the woods about 1000 yards southeast of IINIDERSCHEID

{756446) and requested, by radio, the situation from the 24 DLo. Tho Zd Bn reported

that the counterattack by the enemy infentry and tanks in the morainz had bcen re-

pulsed but tha: artillgry gnﬂ direct fire from enemy tanks was coming into the town.

Lt Col Elliot B. Ghesion, tﬁa dn €0, and Capt Robert 7 Bee, En 5.7, went'forward

to HEIDERSCGHEID and left the battalion in ths edge of the woods. While in the town

Lt Col Bandy, 2d_Bn Co, was.contacted and the complete picture obtained. Col

Cheston then ordered tha-ﬁd Bn to attack with two Cos, X and L, abreust and I in ro-

gorve. The battalion was to bypass HEIDERSCHEID on the east cnd seize the town of
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TADLER (750472). TADLER was located in the bottom of a valley llunked with very
steep slopes that led.up to high ground. The battoiion approached it from the
soubl via the higﬁ ground, but ecould not see the town until they were directly above
it. In reaching this point they cams under obsorvation and Leavy mortar fire. ot
this time Col Cheston received oréers vis radlo to send a company to
HETDIRSCHEIDEZRGRUND (726463) to assist in outposting tho river line., 1 Co, tho
resorve company, was ordered on this missioﬁ. The remalndor of tho batitwllon pressad
tho attack on TADLER. while a platoon of X Co and two wunks covocoed the approsch
to the town from the high ground to the south, the rest of the iroops moved down
the steep slope into the town. There was no small arms [ire but the mortar {ire
continued. After moving through the town, men were sont to the bridge sites to
hold the same or make reports if they huad been blown. The bridges acioss the SURD
River at TADLER were blown but I Co had found the bridgo west of HiIDERSCHEIIERGRUNLD
across the main highway intact, but being used by u German amwored column. The Con-—
puny remained in the woods while Cept LeRoy and soms of his sergeants reconnoitercd
the town. On the basis of h;s reconuaissance (he discoverocd by his reconnaissznco
thut individual German vehicles were using the road in the vulley Claor through
HETLNRSCHEIDERGRUND and that German columms were uging the main highway to thctwest)
Capt JLekoy kept his men in the woods until dark and then moved into the town. He
set up roadblocks on the secondary roads leading in and out of HETLULSCIEIDSRGRUID .
Several individual enemy vehiclés were ambushed from these positions., The capbain
sent out an outpost to observe the main road, instructing it to report all oneny
movement. (wWhen I Co moved into the deep valley whorein HEIDERLCIIDERGRUND was
located, the battalion loat radio ccntgct with it. 'The only contact was through
infrequent patrols.) The remaining troops of the battalion stayed in TADLER; The
Bu CP was in HEIDERSCHEID,

. HEIDERSCHEID was counterattacked again on the morning of the 24th so the
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dd Bn was ordersd to move tovard the town and assist the 2d DBn. A4 platoon of K Co
wus left to contain TADLER ﬁnd the remainder of the troops moved to accomplish the
mlssion. The battalion (less I Co and ome platoon of K o) resacied the bigh srourd
northeast of HEIDIRSCHEID without contacting the eneuwy and took up positions to
protect the town from the east. {The Gemman counterattack had meanwhile becn re-
pulsed by the 24 Ba.)

juring tho night of 24-25 Dee I Co was relicved in HEILLGGOUEIRECORUNG by
thae 2d Ba, 104th Inf Regt, 26th Div, and joined ti\ez Sd In whiclh bad meunwhile re-
turned to TADLER., (HEIDERSCHAIDERGRUND wae in the £0ih Inf zonc bub was teken by
the 3d Bn in an effort to get bridges weross the SURE River. iuripg this period
the £6th Div was advancing to the left rear of the 3d Dn, $19Gh Inf Hegt.) The S¢
Ba bad its Christmes dinner in TADLER,

While the 3d Bn was in TADLER the 2d Bn moved up from WILIEN and seized
RINGEL on 25 Dec¢., On 27 Dec the lst Bn relisved the 24 and the formsr battalion
roceived a counterattack at RINGEL, K Co was sent up Lrom TaliLii to protect the
loft flank of the 2d Bn. The situation stebilized and K Co relurned to TADLER tbhe
came night.

On the 27th the 3d En moved to MEIDERSCUEID, set up at periuneber defense
ol the town, leaving a.platoon of K Go to hold TADLEd.‘:on the 20vk a compapy {roi
the 24 Bn relieved tho platoﬁn of K Co at TADLIR and {he platoon roturned to
battalion control at HEIDERSGHEID.

The 3d Bn remained in position at HEDINRSCHEZID until the night of 5 Jan.
Buring-this period it received unusually heavy artillery fire. On 3 Jan L Co was
ordered to outpost the river line between TAILER ond HMIDERSCHEIDERGRUND. The com-
pany held these positions until the nighﬁ of 5 Jan, |

On the morming of 6 Jan the buttalion wus ordered to cross the SURE River,
to éeiza and hold the town of DAHL (737498). The 166th Lugr € Ba built a
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treadway bridge at the site of the original bridge (728466) during the night of 5-6

Jon. {NOTE: A Bailey bridge partislly constructed at 2200 was knocked out by
artillery fire. Then t.hn treadway was put in. It was not fully completed but wag
passable Tor foot trdops when the battalion began crossing wbt 0400 6 Jan.} At 0400
the first foot troops crossed the yot uncompleted treadway and procceded north
toward BUDSRSCHEID {(712498) in a column of companies, each company in a columk ol
twos. Preceding the leading company was a aguad of riflemcn and @ minoo sywad Trom
the Bn A & P Plat. The battalion plan of attack was based on the olements of
surprise and speed., It was to move vis the main road north to BUDhwoGHWID Lhence
cust through the wooda in single file into an nmssembly urea in the edze of the woods
just west of DAHL, Here they plenned to deploy the battalion with two companies,
I and I, in the asssult end K Co to remain in the edge of the woods in resarv?)at
the same time covering the adwvance of the two assauli companies. The advancs to
LUDERSCHEID was made without incident amd the battalion contacted ¢lomonts of the
26th Div. From BUDERSCHEID the battalion moved in & column of files through the
voods, I Co leading. It ﬁas jns§ getting light when the battulion began crossing a
clearing in the woodé.(723¢98). L Co and one pletoon of I moved acrous this arca
without mighap but tﬁe platoon following was fired on by two German machine guns
which were located on high ground 700 yards morth of the battulion (725503}, Lt
Col Cheston halted the.hattélion and rerouted it south and then east around the
clearing, leaving one squad of Co I to reconnoiter and protect the battulion's
flank, {NOTE: This squad of & men never did return to the battalion. i few days
loter snother patrol found two of the men's bodies and squad equiiment. The othars
are migsing in action.) Itlwas hoped that the Germans would think this was nerely
@ patrol action, and this proved to-be the case.

The~battalion reached its assembly area in the edge of the woods end organizod

for the attack. What proved to be the most difficult part of the attack hud beon
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accomplished. The march over the steep end slippery snow-covered sround, carrying

heavy equipment, was é strenuous task and a tiring preiude to an wuttack. The com~
poanies formed in the edge of the woods, K‘on the right, L on the left and I in the
center. Cos I and L each had attached one platucnt of heuvy Ga from Co k. The 8Simm
lortar Plat went into positioﬁ'with K Co. AV 1230 L and I jumpod off against DAHL
and moved rapidly into the town, taking the enemy completely by surprise. Nino
Germans were killed in the townlénd_27 captured., After the asasult companies had
reuched the town the ramainder.of the battalion followsd up. K Co's leading ele-
ments were just entering DAL ﬁhen the enonmy's defensive fires, consisting of hoavy
nebelwerfer and artillery, fell on the town. This buirage was calculated to be
gbout the heaviest the batislion had encountered., It continucd intermittently
Tor about four hours, and caused about 20 or #5 gasuelties to the batteliocn. The
lst Do bad teken QOESDORF (730483), the town immediastely south of DMHL earlier in
the day. Since the trea&way had been completed across the SURE, the 3d Bn was able
to bring up its attached ﬁankﬁ and"TD's (two platoona Co ¢/702 Tic iz and one
platoon Co A/610 TD BN (SP) 90umm.). The battalion immediaﬁély organized for a peri-
meter defense of the town, L Co protecting the north and west, K to the south and
southoeast, énd I to the south and west. A squad was sent to patrol the road from
DAHL to GOESDORF to prefant”tha enemy.from infiltrating and blocking the suprly
route. The regiment had planned, aftgr‘DNEL and GOESDONF were taken, to move thoe
1st Bn to DAHL, the 2d Bn to GOESDORF end have the 3d En attack and seize NOCH:R.
The lst Bn did not reach;DAﬁL until ebout 1730, just as it was getting dark, so the
oriders were changed to dela? the 3d Bat's attack on NOCHNR until the following day.
At 03500 on the morning of the 7th the Germans placed a heavy artillery bau-
rage on DAHL walch lasted for about 30 minutes{ This bdrraga was followed by a
counterattack consisting of mbout one infentry company und fouf tanks. The artil-

lery had alerted the battalion, but the German force, clothed in snow suits, got
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Tight into the outpost on the northwest'edge of town. DBy using 60mm mortar illuni-
wsling flares, the TDs knocked out two Gemnan tanks and forced the others to with~
drsw. The infantry wes engaged until dawn in very clope fighting--como hand to
hond=--hut the enemy were repulsed. 4ll during the day crtiliery fell intermittentiy,
but heavily on the town. The battmliion suffered shout 195 or 18 casualiins. Dy
nightfall necessary shifts had been made in troop dispositlions and positions had
been consolidated. Prisoner of war reports indicated that thoe town of LAHL was to
be teken by the Germans at all coatis. _ -

At 0500 8 Jan DAHI, was again counterattacked--tais time by four battalions
of lafantry, ons_compﬁﬁy of combat engineers and & number of tanks, The battle
coubinued until sbout O700. A machine gun platoor fram Co K was cut off from L
Co to which it was attached. The squad had to Tight its way back az rillemen because
its basic weapons weré dastroyed by direct fire from tenks, Qne Fo, <76th FA Gp,
and one’squad, L Co,bﬁere cut off apd surrounded in 2 house on the norti edge of
town for two hours. The FO continued to adjust fire on the enemy while the riflemen
kopt the cnemy away from the building belng used us the OF, ({The FO wus awarded the
Silver Star.) 24 Lt Michsel N. Micketanic of en M Co MG Plat throttled a German
to death and killed nine with.an.m-l rifle, (He was recommended for an ocak leaf
cluster %o the Silver Stai.) The attack was repulsad by 0700. The Qermans lost 4
Tigor tanks and 9 Panthers—--2 ffom bazooka fire and 7 from TDs and tanks. Pwo other
Germnan tanks were probable losses, but were retrieved by the enemy the fo;lcwing
night. _About 60 Pws were taken and more them 130 German dead wero counted. The 3d
In lost one tonk and one TD and suifered less than fifty casuaities,

Prom 8 ;an until the 18th the 3d Bn and lst B remained in DAHL maintaining
contact through patrol actiocn, It was decided to move the 34 Ba wgainat NOCHER ‘

uftor which- the 24 Bn would t&ke the high ground eaat of NOCHIR, At 0700 18 Jan
the 3& Bn, with Co G attached, end supported by two platcons of medium tunks and a
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section of TDs, attacked north to seizo and hold NOCHER. K Co, with a MG Plet of

Co ¥ ubltached, was to lake the main road junction (72051L) wesb of NbCHER leudlng

Lo wILTA. L and I Cos were to seize the town itsell whilc G Co jwotected lho rigit
rear, I, Co on the right moved slightly shead of I, ewune around ocndé Yook up posi-
Yiono north and northeast of NOCHER. 48 they did so, I Co hit the town froa tho
south and began cleaning it out house by house. Since the cneny were flanked onPll
sides of the town it was impossible for them to retreat, Some of Lue Germans sur-
rendered; some did otherwise. In one house in the north odge of town lg_GBrmans
lod by an officer refused to surrender. I Co contained the house with a squad untii
the tonks arrived from DAHL., Then the tanks [lired into the bouso unitlil no further
registapce was papnifest. Jospection subseguently revealod thobt all occupanlo had
been killed, During the attack on NOCHER German artillery and ncbeluwerfor defen-
sive fireas wore placed on ﬁhe battalion; approxitiately 10 cosualtios were sulfored.
i Co, meapwhile, had been hit on its left flank by enemy infemtry une reachad 1ts
objective, the road junction, only after about eight hours of bitter lighting, In
the atback on NOCHER one TD and 3 £anks wore lost. Approximstely 130 Gommans were
killed and over one hundred captured. The battalion consolidated its positions abouil
ROCHEH. (Capt‘Bae_says that NOGHER was about the most beat up town lLie had aever
soon. There were no hduaas with roofs remaining.)

The 3d Bn remained in the vieinity of NOCHER until 24 Jen during which time
putrols were sént to ﬁhe WILTZ Rlver to.reconnoitor for crossings and obtain infor-
nation concerning the enemy. On 24 Jan the battalion was ordered to c¢ross the
river into MERKOLS (741528). A patrol which had entored the town the previous uight
reported no ensmy in the town, About 1000 an the 24th a platoon of 1 Co was seant
forward to éeconnoiter.the route of advance. The platoon was trapped in an anti-~
porsonael minefield akout 1000 yards northwest of NOCHER and suffered onc man killed,

one wounded, A mine detector sguad was sent to clear a route for the platoon oub
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ol the minefield, and the platoon raturaned to NOCHER.

I co, with one squad of Co C/305 Engr Bn with mine detcctors altached, moved
along the road to MIRKOLS and crossed the river at a point where it wus {rozen sul-
ficiently to support troops. That night, 24-25 Jam, while L Co occupied MERKOLS
and defcnded to the north and east, ¢/305 Engy built‘ a mekoshift wooden bridge at
{747523 Jneroas the WILTZ strong encugh to support omly jeops. This type bridge
wad conshructed of necessity. At this point the road parslleled the rivor and was
oo narrow ond steep for any steel bridge equipment ;:o be broughi to the bridge
gite by large vehiscles, I Co and all the amuor remained at NOCHHR aud at 0850
Uh Jun the remeinder o-f the battalion joined L Co in IERKOLS, The battolion did nob
udvunce beyond this town. On the 26th the battalion movod via NOCHER-DAHL-GOEIIORE-
HLIDERECHIED~FEUL EN-RTTELBRSCK~DIRTRICHE to EETTENDORF, Immcdiutely uposn arrivael
tho battalion detrucked snd relicved one battalion of the 1&8th Inf Regb and @
bultelion {less a company) of the 8th Inf Regt, both of the 4th Inf Div, in the line
FOUNHEN~LONGSDORF and vieinity. These defensive positions were liold until tho
batbolion moved to a rest area in HEISDORF‘ and STEINSEL just north and west of

LUAEMBOURG oh 29 January 1945,
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