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§~2 WAfter Action Report® - for mut.h of Sep b - )%’?
; Phase I - (l~4 Sep i, imi) S L'
‘ kovenent, fron BAR LE mx: to ROSIERES-EN~HAYE.
Themxﬁngoflsapufmthe BIBthG!aIﬂatﬁacmmainmm
BAR IE DUC, where they had pulled into lauthlw‘eedingnight._

The arrival of liberating american forces in this French city immediately

" Zollowing the hasty exit of the Nazi "Supermen® gaused a wholehearted celebration

among the civilian population the like of which none of us, who had become accus-
tomed to receiving the acclaims of liberated French pecple all the way across
France, had ever before witnessed, i :

At 0800, 1 Sep 44 CT 8 began its contimued movement to the /Eaat, prior recon~
naissance having disclosed that only relstively sugll enemy delsying farces opposed -
our advances Activitles of these forces consisted of blowing bridges over our
route of march {o delay our advance. : : ; A

Thres Fiis taken during the night were from the 29bh Regt, 3d Inf Dive mt.er-
rogation of these Fijs disclosed that at least a part of this Div had only recently
arrived in FRANCE from the Italian front end were to be ﬁod in rearguard aotion,
bub the swift advance of American forees had compelled thelr retreat on 30 August
in a general Easterly direction. ' L

 Owr route of march for the day took us through sawnms, LONGEVILIE, and
1ERGUVILLE, arriving at 1900 at a peint sbout 3 miles west of COMMERCY where we
bivouacked for the night in the woods. :

COMMERCY having baen cleared of all rminina enauy :eaiatamu during nighb
1-2 Sep, CT 8 moved throug,h tho town on the ma‘ni.ng ct 2 8Sep; the mstl GP baing
set up in woods near the highway about l& nﬂe- m-m of the town at mzo.

gince CT & was, at this'time, in Div reame, its primary missions were
security and reconnaisaame.

i One FW taken on 2 sap was from lst Go, 305t.h GAP Signal .s«:honl Regts This

Compary. had an original strengbh of 220-250 men,

Enemy activity in CT & sector consisted of harassing night patrols, and
mines and road blocks pub out as delaying factors by the enemy during their
retrest, ' e

During the perdod l-4 Sepy 1nclusi§e, there was very litile enemy anﬁ,uw,
dus partly to GT & being in Div reserve, but due ghiefly to the fact that f-lw -



eneay retreated so swiftly as to make it almost Lupossible to maimtain comtast.
Information gained from P§s taken during this pericd gave added proof that the
eneny had left behind for rearguard ami delaying actions only small, disorganized
m scattered forces from various and sundry units; while ‘withdrauing ‘his main
forces further Bast to a point where he could mpke a determined stand,’ e
..On 4 8ep CT 8 moved forward from its position 1} miles NE of eomsmcr, the
Regtl.CP being set up vicinity of ROTAWMEIX. This move was made by toot nu-ch,
the route taken leading through GIRCNVILLIE, JUUY=S0US~LES-COTES , BOUCO and SMEE! .

Battle to clear West m‘o}f é%ﬁhﬁ‘ﬁ)mwﬂw of the FOB.ET DE
LAVANT GARDE,

During this time, as slways, imtelligence agencies worked continuously day
end night endeavoring to gain all possible information of the enemy opbo'ain; us,
From the time that CT & was first committed in combat the IPW Team attached to the
€T, more than any other intelligence agency, proved to be of inestimable valua in
providing the $-2 with timely and accurate informstion of the enemy., For patrol-
J.ing, manning OPs and liaison between adjacent units the Regtl I & R platoon, as

: wu as the Battalion intelligence sections, fulfilled tlwir missions in an excel—-
lent manner.

In tlds comnection due memtion must be made of patriotiec French civiliams,
most of whom were members of the FFI, who went on countless missions through the
enemy lines and produced correct ix_:temgsnce which was espegially valusble in
furnishing artillery targets. Same of their men who never returned give mute |
testimony of their great courage a.nd their 'lillingmas to sacrifice themselves
for the cause of the liberation or FRANCE, :

i It was at this time that owr advance to the East Mm, in recent woeks
| been 80 swift as to allow the enemy no time for anything buk hasty withdrawsls,
i
|
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was brought practically to a standstill due, not %o stiffening encay resistance,
but to the fact that our supplies had been unsble to keep pace with us. It is

folt that solely because of this enforced delay the encmy was given times to
form an MIR along the MUSELLE RIVER, preparing ham de:enua and bringing up
roon!cremnts. ‘ b ;

Interrogation of Pie had disclosed that we were faced by elements of the
3d and 15th Panzer Gremadier Divisions. In addition to these two unlts PNs were
taken from numerous other units, the strength of some as low as 20-30 men, giv-
ing conglusive evidence of the disorganization a.nd extrema shortage i 3
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existing in the eeman sPay. Other evidence pointing 40 manpower ehortage in the
ranks of the eneqy was in ages of the men, -bning,,',tor the most part, either over
or under normal cambat agej and their state of training, some having had as little
a6 t¥o weeks basic training. i ' :

Cne FW, btaken 3 Sep, stated that a-rec‘ent Gema;: GH order had been given
40 all troops to the effect that "Ne Gernmn soldier would be permitted to retrsat
a.cross the RHINE",

' on 15 Sep an I & B patvol, sent forvard with-the sdesion of cetormining
eneny strengbh and dispositicns along the v.'est bank of the MOSELIE, reported
-enemy defensive positions 3 Lo 5 kilemeters West of the River; numerous encmy
patrols ective in t@t avea and enemy artillery 1océtnd past of the River ﬁ.ring
on our positions west of River. izt

Thu eneuy s:.tu&t.ion confronting ¢T & at t.h:ls time, as compiled from all
;mlgun sources, pub the main eneuy forces, consisting of elaments of two
Infantry pivisions, plus organic artillery, cceupying ecmmmzdjn(, gronnd on Eaat
bank of.the MOUSKLLIE, with delaying x‘nx‘cas estimated as ab least cone Batta]ion :
west of River occupying the towns of EEE.II.\JILIM, VARBACHE AND PUMPEY, the PQRET

“DE LIAUANT GARDE, and Bille 220 and 325, These delgying farces were identified :
5 Sep as lst bn, 924 CGAF Reg:.merm-

on 5 Sep 3d Battaliom, 318th was given the mission o.(‘ taking Hills 220 and

: 326, Ab 1525 on 6 Sep they succeeded in taking Nill 326, Due to the fierce
em resistance ;aucouzd.ered, it was necessary on 7 Sep to commit 2d Battalion,
918th to assist the 3d Battalicn in vdping.ouh enemy resictonce in our sectors

n view of this resistance, plus additionsl Py idemtificctions, it is believed
that the entire ‘JZdVGH Regt, consisting OI- thr;ee. Battalions and Campany strength

of 220 men, opposed us at this time,
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Luring the night 7-8 Sep the 92d GAF Regl was relieved by elements of the
553d Volks Grenadier pivision, a unit. which hsd mct previously been idemtified
on the Western Fromt. This divlsicn was cumpossd of thrée Regiments (1119th,
1120th, 1121st), one Artillery Regiment, one Fusiller Bsttalion, one Engineer
Battalion. Euch Infantry Regiment was composed of iwo Battalions and an Assault
Company of 1 Machine Pistol platoon and 2 mw platoons, EBach Batts.'!ian was
mede up of 3 rifle companies and 1 Hvy Wpns ceﬁrparv; plus 1 Inf How Compaly per
Regts ;



The 1553d Aesault Gun Battaliom, sttached to the 5534 cr piv, mf committed
" 7 Sep in FOMPEY-MARBACHE sector in support of Grenadier units. of the 5534 & Divi-
sion. This Battalion was composed of three battsrieu of five 7ﬁm assault guns
on Hark III chassis each; Battalion had strength of 160 men; AG c.rew o.t 4 men,
These units had mission of connteratucld.ng and driving our forcoa baak but
were unsuccessful. : N
Due to poor communicaticns with our forward elements, the Regtl CP moved
forward 8 Sop fram vieinity of ROYAWEIX to a point in woodu!a.p;u'oadmately 14
miles West of &GSME;S—EN—HA!E. :
Durding the night 8-9 Sep the enemy withdrew the bulk of his forces from thé
West to the East side of MOSELLE RIVER, leaving only scatbered strong points of
resistance to harsss and delay our advances On 9 Sep CT 8 pushed through the
'FORET DE L'AVANT GARDE, oceupying positions on fest bank of MOSEILE RIVER from
BELIEVILIE South to LIVEEDUN, thus cmphung the misaion of driving the enemy
from the Wesk side of the River in its sector,

Phase III (1230 Sep, Incl)
Crossing cif the MOSELLE RIVER at DIEUIDUAED and h&t‘l‘-le of the Bridgehead,

Higher headquarnra had decided that CT 7, nccuwing positions on west b;nk

of MUSELIE dlrectly Nerth of us, would force a river crossing at DIEUICUARD 12
Sep and sccure a bridgehead om the opposite side. Imediately after this accom—
plishment, CT 8 {less lst Bn, which had been ;btac}zed to Us Lth Armd Div) was $o
ubilize the orossing made by €T 7 and Mtotb,&&hapqm, CT 7 in the
meantine with misslon of pushing to the North., :
s P reports at this time indlcated that ;’he ground Bast of the MOSELIE from
NANCY North to Bi-mmom was defended by :bhe 5534 or Div, with the 1121st g
Regt on the North flank, BEZAWONT being the boundary line betwsen the 553d on
the South and 3d Fa Or DAV on the North, the 20th Pa Gr Regt of this unit being
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on the Div South flank,

It was believed that the enamy had scattered his forces thinly, but with
considerable automatic wéapons supple_mnhed by nx;nfp and booby traps, at all
strategic pointe along the river line, while holding his main forces in mobile
reserve some distance behind this J'J.ners thus enabling him to utilize the mz:l.mm
of his defensive powez-e to repel our cressing at whatever poimt we might nt.tmpb
: it. If such was the enemy's plan however, it failed to work out,
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: 0T 7 began 1ts attack at 0400 12 Sep and encommtapediheavr subonatic Cires

- supported by artillery and mortar fire from concealed positions East of the river,
CT 7 effected a crossing in record time, meeting considerably less rauisw_n_a :
than had been amticipated, with the result that CF & began moving to nmqioqm :
at 0730 to cross behind them. The bridgs remained under constamt artillery end
mortar fire throughout the day and night, bub C?'8 units encoustered no mall
arms nor auﬂ'.omat.ic ﬁre while cma@. ‘

The Regtl CP of G 8, having noved ab 0800 12 Sep from its loostion 1} miles
South of DISULOUARD, moved again st 1100 into a festary bullding in DIEVIGUARD
near the canal, which also had to be crossed, Afber dark the CP moved across
the river, closing in abt 2130 by the roadside about one kilometer North of IE
FON DU MONS, : :

At 0300 13 Sep the enemy launched a counberattack from the Northeast, come
pletely overrunning sll opposing forces in its path, and by 0530 had raanli\’.ed the
CT 8 Regtd CF, which had not previously been warned of the countersttack mor its
progress. Mirasculously, the enemy abttack was halted there long enough for the
2d Bn, 318th to be hrought up and drive it back. :

Accarding to :i..nfomtion from Pis taken 13 Sep the enemy atback oi‘ that“"[
morning had been nade by the 29%th Ps Gr Regt (with the probable exception of two ;
comparies), plus the Ath company, 1034 Asssult Gun Bnj and 24 campary, 3d AT Bn;
all froa the 3d Ps Gr Div. Their mission had been to atback from the visinmity of
FORED Dii PACQ and recccupy the high ground East of the MOSELLE.

The average strength of companies in the 2%h Pz Gr Regt was 40~50 menm, al=~
though some were up to a‘strength'ot 80 men. ant of the companies had 5-7 LuGs

. end 2 HiCe; Ath, 8th and 12th companies bad V:ﬁ‘mﬁ"’wmm mortars and four 120m more

.
i3

tars each. y
Lth Co, 103@ AG Bn, committed in corunterattle.ok of 0300 13 Sep, was equipped
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with bazookas, grenade launchers, AT rifles and 2 IMOs,  lst, 2d and 3d companies

.of this Bn were equipped with 75mm AG (SP)‘ on Mark IV chassis,

24 Go, 3d AT Bn was equipped with fourteen 75mm AT guns (SP) on Mark IV
chassis, ten of which were used in counterattack of 130300, :

34 Arty Regh, 34 Pe Gr Div was composed of 3 Bns, lst and 24 with twelve
150mm Field Howse

While the first counteratteck of the day wes being driven back end the Regtl
GP moved from its pesition in the field to the ma,rby town of 1E PON DU QNS,




another enemy atteck was launched, this time on our aam flank from the vieinity
of AUTREVILIE, 7%his attack, alse aueeasutully rapulaed, vas made by 5th Co,
1218t 6 Regt, 553d Gr Div, supported by one platoon of the 13tk (Inf How) Co.
5th Co had 100 men m company, oqui;pcd with 12 mu A3th co ha.d 3 pJ.atbm, sach
equipped with four 'Ism Inf Howse
On 1 Sep 34 Bn, 318th attacked HDVJSSGH HILL, occupying it at 0930 after
meeting comparatively light rem.stame_. . They were coumterattacked at 1525 by a
force estimated at two ccmpanies, but were a.hls to rgp@n it.
The 3d Co, 115th Pz Gr Tng Bn was identified L Sep in our sector in the
eneny sttack on MOUSSON HILL, cmparv‘ was composed of approximately 130 menj
10 LiGs in company. 5 ; : §
On 15 Sep the enemy launched thres counteratbacks aimx.ltaneoua'l_y at 0600
and a fourth attack at 1600. One attack, coming from the Northeast and made by
115th Pz Gr Tng Ba, supported by fire from FONF A MOUSSON, succeedsd in retaking
| ATION, thei-aby cutting off our 3d Bn on MOUSSON HILL, Remnants of the 29th P
Gr Regt reorganized in FCRET DB FAGQ and from there lanmhed an a.tta.ck vith tm
Bns abreast dL!‘ected agaimt st GEXEVIEVE and IDIS!- The omzz;y failed o take
LOISY but succeeded in teking ST GEREVIEVE, ... third comarattack at 0600 wag
launched from the East by the Ll5th Pz Gr Regt, S5 March Bn, 1034 AG Bn and an
unidentified Panzer unit between ST GENEVIEVE and IANDRMGM‘. This attack was
repulsed. ’ :
The fowrth counterattack of the day was made from the Southeast from vieini-
ty of MUREY and BELLEAU at 1600 by eimube of 119t end 1121st Gr Regts, 553
Gr Div; 924 GAF Regt (vecently attached to 553d DAV by General Grder); amd 1553d
Arty Regt, This attack was stopped by owr my\:be'iore the eneny made comtact with

s

our troops.

&

On 16 Sep the enery mads three unamcusrul counterattacks against MOUSSON
HILL and two equally fruitless a:ttanks on mISI - the first one at 0415, ths sec-.
ond at 0700, = The second attack on IUISY came from the Mhsa.st and was made by
an estimated 200 Infantry troops, supported by 4 tanks plus heavy ertillery and
mortar firs. ;

Another new unit, identified 16 Sep in act-ion on ouwr South flank on FALAJSE
HILL, was Cazbat Team 9/XII. This CT consisted of four companies of sppreximately
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140-159 men per §ompw; cns ING and oee grenade hWr per squad. The morll;
of théss trooés was found to be poor as many of them dusert.ed eon fixét eout.aét
with owr forces; The CT had bcer; formed during euJ; part of Sep 44 of Reserv~
ista fram caaual Centers, most of them having had previous combat e:qaeriem;
their ages ranged frcm 18 to 42 years,

The 1st Bn, 3]Bth revarted to JlBth control 16 Sep and, driving in from the
East, retook ST GENEVIEVE. At 1900 t-he Bane d&v coubm was reestablishcd with

our 3d Bn on HOUSSON HILL.

Tbe 49h 88 Pz Gr Brigade was identified 17 Sep, a part of its lst Bn hav.tng
been cmmitted t.he preceding day in the attack om LOISY, Brigade was compoaed of
three Bus, four cnmpam.es per Bn, epproximately 140 nmen per company. This unit
was ccmpletely motorized and used as a mobile reserve for comuittment in whatever
gector along the i'ront. where & break-at.hréugh by Amsrican forces appeared mosh
duminent, i . o

From this time to the end of Soptaﬁher numerous small enemy units were
identified in our sector, but few of impertance aa the enayy very rrequevtly
changed same of thelr umit designations, Some o:i' thess urits wore psssult Bn
AOK I, Merch Bn 'Nency!, Tng Regh 'Poul!, CT Kuchar, CT Glabz, CT m.debrm,
and 4366th Repl Tng Bn. ‘ ; :

Having driven the enemy irom the area trom HOUSEON HI.LL South to CUS'HNES,
OT 8 launched a drive 21 Sep to the Southeast through BOIb DE LA RUMCNT to .BB.AZTE,
oceupying this tom 23 Sep. From BRATTE our attack twrned to the Northeast. with
the mission of driving the enemy from their high s:‘ound on HIlL 407, MT TOULON
and UT ST JEAN, 30 Sop found CT & still ﬂ.gbting to campleta that micsion. Reme
nants of the 1119th and 1121st Inf Rﬁstﬂ. 553d Div were !i,glming stubbornly to
hold this high ground, with the 1ll9bh re!ponaibh for IT TUULOR and the J.J.Zlat
nsponsible for MT OT JEAN,



