AFTER ACITON REPORT - OCTOBER 2048 !
318TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ;
S-2 SECTION
Phase I - Patrol Activity amd Actiom to Improve our Positioms After the
Bridgehead Across the MOSELLE had been Secured.

By the first of October 1944 CT 8 had a firmly established bridgehesd
Bast of the MOSELLE, the largest amd i)est thgf any Americem uzit had been
able to meke, exfending in length from PONT A MOUSSON South to CUSTINES, Im
depth the lime ram from North to South jué’c Wést of LES QUABRE FERS, Hi}.l 212,
Hill 220, SERRIERES ard, at the poimt of our ‘d:eepest penetution, in inmclude
BRATTE. :

The task of establishimg, meinteining amd corxtinually emlarging this :
bridgehead had beem the toughest that CT 8 hid yet beem givem, amd was ome
of prime tactical importanmce, as attesi‘:ed to by the mumber of other Ameriqﬁ
waits utilizimg it inm their movement to the East.

Frog the §-2 point of view the ememy situstiom had beem ome of com-
stamtly changing corditions, with the onémy s'hifting his forces from ome
poinmt to amother, brimgimg up mew forces amd very frequemtly chamging wmit
desigpations of some of his old omes. '

The situation confromtiag 318th at £he begianimg of October qffered.
considerable comtrast to the ome faced im the first two weeks of the oper-
atiom. At that time the deily question had beer, mot "Would the exemy
comterattack today?", but, imstead "How mamy counterattacks would the

SRR enemy make?" ’ :

k Even though the Regiment had ‘dbne g_supeij', Jjob im gaining sad holdinbg
against such bitter reésistamce the grou?é iﬁ 20w occupied, the task wes
not yet completed, The ememy still hg}d kI‘ET ibumu, lﬂ‘ ST JEAN, the most

commanding grousd to our fromt betweem the MOSELLE and SEILLE RIVERS, as

e well as several towms im the vicinity. Thesé vantage poiuts afforded him
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excellent observatiom of owr activities during the day.. ; f - {f’ﬁ b

During this period the Regiment did mot laumch smy full scale attacks
agnnst the ememy mor receive any couternttacks,

As ascertaimed through imterrogatiom of PWs, 125 mem of 1lst Ba, 1119th
Gr Regt, 553d Gr Div were dug in om the North slope of Hill 340; the ren;s.in—-
iné elements of 1119th Gr Regt held defemsive positions’on MI TOULON, while
remainingy elements of 1121st Gr Regb, 553& Gr Div held MT ST JEAN, These
troops were indoctrinated with Nazi ideas and their morale was good. Rem-
nants of 1lst Be (approximately 80 mem), 115th Pz Gr Regt, 15th Pa Gr Div helad
defemsive positioms from FME LA RENATSSANCE to MANONCOURT; these were armed

with 12 LMGs, 3 80mm mortars. Due to having suffered heavy losses in recent

weeks, the morale of these troops was lowe Holdimg defemsive positiome to the

left of lst Bm was 2d Co, 115th Replacement Bn; and to their right were ele-

ments of 25th Pz ar Regt, 3d Pz Gr Div, Also im 318th sector at this time
was the 438th Replacement March Bn (also kmown as CT Glatz), operating umder

the tactical commssd of 3d Pz Gr Div, The com’bined}"strength of lst & 2d Cos

- this umit was 125 mew, 15t Co had 2 platooms of 25 mem each, 6LUGs; 2d Co

with 5 platoons, 25 men each, armed with 8-9 LMGs, 3 HiGs and 2-3 80mm mortars.
D\,:lring night 1-2 October combat patrols were semt out by 318th with ;
missioms of takimg SERRIERES, LES QUATRE FERS, RENAISSANCE FARM, FME DE MANCHE
SEILLE, aad driving ememy from tép of woods Soﬁthwest ﬁf Hi'll 212, All missions
were compieted except two -~ the taking of SERRIERES ud LES QUATRE FERS, where
eneny resistance was greater tham h;.d begn antici;;:?ats’d.v
From 2-7 chober enemy activity.im 318th s:ec‘cor‘consisted of harassing

artillery amd mortar fire amd patrol activity.
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Phase II - Attack to Secure West Bank of SEILLE RIVER.

Following the patrollhé and small scale sctivity from 1.7 October 1944
during which time the ememy h;.d been pushed back to his main defemsive positioms,
a full scale, coordimated attack was laumched at 0835, 8 October to drive the
enemy from West of the SEILLE RIVER., Partaking in this attack were the 80th
snd 35th Imfantry Divisioms, amd elememts of the U.S. 68bh Armored Divisiom,
to.gether with the aid of a force of U.S, fighter planes, The 80th I:i‘a.,trj
Division was om the left fl;:k of this attack, with CT 318 occupyimg the
Divis;'xon left sectors :

1st Bm, 318th on Regimemtal left flawk, attacked to the Northeast with
mission of takimg LES QUATRE FERS, BENICOURT and CLEMERY, 2d Bm, om right
flank, attacked toward MANONCOURT and Hilly 208.,' 3d Bu, in reserve, held po-
sitions in the BOIS DE MANCHE SEILLE. The Regimowtal CP was located ia the
BOIS DE BUZARD, approximately ome-half mile East of WEST LOUIS.

The Division sttack co;tinued on tﬁrough 9 October, but all 318th objectives
were ocoupied 8 October. ; :
The Regiment suffered a total of 170 cesualties durimg the operutio‘l.

In this omwe day's operatiom the 318th took 337 PWs, 12 of which were
officers k( including 2 evacuated through medical chammels), These PWs were
from 1553d Arty Regt; 1120th Gr 'Regt, 553d Gr Dbiv; 6th Para Arty Regt; Asssult
Br AOK I, 10 of the officers and & majority of"’;the EM captured were from the
1120th Gr Regt. This wes our first comtact with the 1120th simce crossimg the 5
MOSELLE RIVER smd, judgimg from the results of the day's actiom, it very
probably was the 1120th's last action as a uni'; fofaome time' to comes
Phase III - Patrol Acti;vi.ty Esst of the SEILLé to determine ememy stremgth

and dispositioms.
The period 9-31 October 1944 was a static situation dxu-iig which we made

no attacks mor receive any cmmternttadkn, It was characterized chiefly by
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intensive patrol activity eamd by iltermittent onemy #rtillery fue, f}&% tf

The 2d- Bn meintaimed positions vicinity LANQNCOURT, and the lst and 3d
Bms periodically exchanged places at LIXIERESk and au area South of NOMENY
vicinity FERME DE TABORDE, :

The Regimeltai'CP moved from the woods imto LIXTERES 13 October,

During the might 10-11 October remmaats of 1120th Gr Regt, im positiom
from NOMENY to RUE DE LE POMPEY, were taker out amd replaced by the 38th SS
Pz Regt, 17th SS Pz Div, 2d Bm, 38th SS Pz Regf occupied positions from
ROUVES to EPLY; 3d Ba from ROUVES to NOMENY, thereby puttimg the South boumd-
ary of 17th S§ Pz Div im our sector. 1lth Cojovf,thia wiit had & stremgth of
120 men ~ 3 platooms, 2 rifle amd 1 rem - 3 squads perv platoon, 12 mem per
squad, Of 2 INGs im company, ome was used for imstructiomal purposes.

For purposes of guarding their side c;f the éEILLE, it wes observed that
the enemy maintaimed small outposts well back from River durimg the dnly, but

at might would push comparatively stromg forces up mear the River im positioms

from which they could fire or our patrols attempting to cross.

On 16 October the 1431st Fortress Bm wasVidentified a8 being in our :
sector, with 1lst Co 1ocated'vicinity‘ EPLY, 3d Co vicimity ROUVES, amd 2d Co
in between 1st awd 3d Cosj omly three Cos im Ba, The fnorale of kthese troops
was low and PWs (deserters) claimed ‘most of theﬁ were waiting oaly for our
attack im order to give up., This umit replaced ’elenents of 38th SS Pz Reg£ »
17th S§ Pz Div to our immediate fromt, but it was believed they were with-
drawa omly a short distamce to the rear, ‘ :

In the mesntime our patrols were acﬁive aibz;g thek’ SEILLE RIVER lime amd
beyond, determin;mw fordability of the strem at all poimts to our frost, amd
keeping the ememy under comstant surveilluce.

The period closed with the same static situatiom existimg,
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