After a short rapid advance from the Commercy - St Mihiel Bridgeheoad, the

80tthivisinn on the night of Sept 4-5 began its river crossing operation of the
Moselle R, Upon the repulse of its initial two limited bridgehecads, one made, .-

during d,ylight Sept 5-6, g period of reconnaissance, preparatisn, clearing the
W side of the Moselle R 6f hostile forces -and softening up the hostile positions
in general began to prepare the way for a deliberate thoroughly co-ordinated
attack across the river,

Plang for the river crossing, pending the receipt of the final Corps order,
were completéd without delay,

The advance of the XX corps on the left flank and the 75th Division on the
right flank, reduced the extended front of the Division and caused some re-
laxation of hostile pressure that was noticeable by Sept 10,

The following discussion under the requested headings should provide a

rief analysis of the operation, :
i
y. Time received mission, , |

a. FO #6 of XII Corps was received at 1950, 4 Sept 44,
2, g. Mission (As quoted from FO #6 of XII Corps).

(1) "Protect bridgehead Commercy - St Mihiel, Secure bridgéhead across
Moselle and Meurthe Rs vic Nancy, employing not to exceed one (1) CT,
clearing Foret De Haye and seizing Nancy, and one (1) CT preceding

" 4th Armd Div", |

(2) Plan of Division to carry out mission,

(a) After a short movement forward in compliance with Corps order,
CT 317 was to establish the msin bridgehead across the Moselle
R, This would permit CCA of the 4th Armd Div to cross, serving
south and attack Nancy for the NE, CT 319 was to attack east
from vic of Toul and seize Nancy in conjunction with CCA. CT. .
318 (less one (1) Bn) was to make a limited bridgehead in the

center of the Divigion sector.
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