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UNIT: 80th Inf Division
FERIOD: 27 Nov to 4 Dec 1944

ACTION: St. Avold Time-Bomb incident

SOURCE: 1lst Lt Pierre R. Schlund, Paris, France, french Liaison Officer
Attached to 80th Division

PLACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: saufbueflen, Germany, 23 June 1945
INTERVIEWER: Capt James J. Cowen
MAP: 1/50,000 scale; Title-St. Avold; Sheet No. 35-13, G3GS No. 4471
NOTE: No records were used during the interview.
Emphasis was placed on the St. Avold Time-Bomb Incident not because of
the number of casualties auffered, but because pyschologically it affected every
unit in the Third Army during these days of bitter fighting. It also in-
fluenced Third Army Ileadquarters, then stationed at Nancy, France, to the
extent that St. Avold, originally considered as one of the most logical
locations to move, was dropped altogetlier from the future CP location list.
The interview also brought out the nervousieffect it had on the 80th itself.
The city of St. Avold (2557) was captured on Sunday 27 Nov 1944, Lt
Schlund recalled. He arrived about 1000 hours with the first-wave of dough-
boys who entered the town. Carrying the name of a reliable informer who
lived at St. Ayold, Schlund found him and consequently he learned considerably.
It seems the last of the Germans had fled close to midnight the'night
of 26-27 Nov but not without doing considerable damage-with deinolitions.-
About six enemy engineers had placed heavy charges under the town post
office, the main crossroad, and a culvert in the town square in addition to

geveral other relatively important crossroads and culverts within the city



























