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MOSELLE CROSSING 702rnd Tank Battalion : ‘ .
Interview with Capt Francis McDermott,CO Co A, ‘
The migsion of Co A was to support the 317th Inf. At 2000,the 12th, this
company commenced crosaing the bridges hullt by the 1117 “h C Engrs Group.

- At that time 1t was supposed that the infantry had secur 'l the hille Just

Eagt of the river (Hill 380 and the hill just 3 of Hill i80).The lst plat-

~under Lt Atkins occupled the hill to the right(S of Hill 380),and the 2nd

platoon led hy Lt Croxton took up a position in a patch 'f woods SW of
ST GENEVIEVE, (804-303).The 3rd Platoon tegether with Ca 't McDermott was
located along the West side of the ST GENEVIEVE~BEZAUMON ! road 3outh of
gome ruins (809-293), -

After contecting Major Burnett,Capt McDermott was to 1 to Tind & posilti:
It was dark.Battallon guldes had met each platoon at the bridge and had -led
each into position.The 1lst and 2nd platoons were put on (utpost wilthout
infantry.

The 3rd platoon tanks were positioned close to each ¢ ther with guns poi
ting in the direction of BEZAUMONT,

During the early morning of the 13th some of the inf: abry apparcntly

‘pulled out.The 3rd Platoon set up its own securityv.At aboat 0430 hell broke

loose,The Germans were within talking distance,The men tried to avold beling
discovered,.En tanks however came from the direction of 37T GENEVIEVE,

It seemed that the infantry lines were ton thin.Also the infantry were
ositioned on the forward slope of Hill 380 and the tanks on the reverse
gslopes,The German counterattack lssued from the direction of 37 GENEVIEVE

jeffectively geparated the infantry {rom the tanka.
- The men of the 3rd Plat could not see the enemy,In ‘the meantime the

infantry outposts came barrellassing over the hill down toward the river,
The men from the tank platoon on security pulled back.One of them,
Wishnefsky by name,gave the alarm to the CO, jumped on Capt lcDermott's tank,
but was carried off by barbed wire.Jumping on another tank,he made his getaw.
The tanks highballed down the hill to the river.The next morning at daybreak !
‘defensive lines were formed at the bottom of the hill,it is worthy of note.
~that Lt Croxton's platoon off to the Wesgt of the uvIZAUMONT-ST &ENEVIVE road
was unaware of the counterattack untll ghe morning when it jolned with

the regt of the Co in the counterattack up the hill.

TS A line was formed at the basge of Hill 380.The infantry was to follow =
Jkhe tanke up the hill.A colonel from the jl?th(name unknown,possibly Ixec O)j

threatened to shoot any infantrymen falling back.The colonel and Capt
|McDermott tried to form a group of infantry to follow.the tanks but their
effortis were unavailing. .
At the bottom of the hill Sgt Murray and the CO jumped off thelr tanks
and proceeded to orient themaselves with the terrain.They were unfamlliar -
with the ground.While they wire going through the process of egstimatling

- the ground in relation to the employment of tanks,a hail of machinegun fire
~drove them into foxholes and a ditch.At thelr first opnortunity they ot bac:

to their tanks.The lst platoon on the hill South of MHill 380 was sent for.

hill fire was belng recelved from our own men from the rear, and from the

. enemy to the left and rront.

About halfway up the h;l] the en fired smoke shells on the tanlks but
these did not delay.Sgt Murray's platoon swung to the right of the rulns,

“when the BEZAUMONT-3T GENEVIEVE road was reached.The regt continued up the
‘hill.

Meanwhile a 4th Armd Reconnaidsance unit moved through in the dlrectilc

: of NOMENY.This outfit was using the same channel(radlo).The recon unit
’fqreported BEZAUMONT and VILLE AU VAL clear of en.As the unit from 4th Armd
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]The 3rd and lst platoons started out up the hill in stagzered line formatlior
‘slowly negociating the incline.No infantry accompanied the tanks.On the
~fway up the hill contact was made with the 2nd Platoon.On the way up the
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moved over the hill it received enemy firé.Census: 1 MO and several

armed cars,
ity = At the ruins, gt Murray bumped into two Germans.Xilled both,

The reast of the company proceeded up hill ,swung sharply to risht, and

-moved in a stagaejred line southward along the gradual reverse slope of Hill
380 Fast of the %‘7AU‘O”T-nx GENEVIEVE road in 2 turning movement on

_ BEZAUMONT ,The ground EZast of the road wvhere the line turned to the right
“galopes gradual)v and 1is open An additional feature wav the existence of
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