MOSELIE CROSSING 702nd Tank Bn
Go A cont

On the l4th lst Bn,317th, b.d taken MT TOULON with Tew casualiies.
Lt Croxton's pletoon cams up anl occupied the hill with ordsrs to hold.
1t sermed that the other CTs were too thin for the en lufilirated through
VILLE AU VAL and LANDREMONT occupying the hill above LANDREMONT.The bn
at AT TOULON was cut off, Orders were received dy thia bn to fight its way
back .yrom the Hast.Thug the Jermans would be hit in the rear.The lat BN
under HMajor Burnett with the four tanks came back.Two platoons of infantry
folloved by the assault platoon.The infaniry ascended the hill above LaNJOREe
MONT too fast for the tanks., The tanks had considerable difficulty reaching
the top of the hill.It wae 1400,tue 15th, -

20 German tanke were slghted moving from W of 31 GENEVIEVE into the
FORIT DI TACQ, (821-320).The tanks were dispersad along the hill, (825-297).
Sgt Jdoneg occupled a finger extending eastward holding the rlsnt Clank, ;
Sgt Leriin and Lt Croxton were on the crest,They commenced £ ring.Range: ‘
epprox 2000 yards.,larkin hit an en ron vehicle,The en vehicle s were moving
front left to right Into the forest,The Tds algo firing =ot n! e tanks,

Lt Crexton got one,this on the western aige of the forcsi.The tank atopped
dead,liobody dlsmounied,The lixeo Officer,lst Bn,called for art!.llery on
the FC 1T DE PACQWA harrage was fired later,

Sgv Larkin backad up from the creat,Td his rizsht rear £ on W0 SCEREH
ST JEAJ the en hal atarted Lfiring dircet firc.as bBacked down rom cress the
air egleanerg were hit,.ie diswmounted.Ordered to mount.Then hat .ery of 83s epef
openod up on him. :

Meanwhilo Li Atkinsg platoon was on the crest of Lill 5 of 47 GENREVIEVE,
(H111 350).0n top of hill this platoon had come upon THs firi g Snto 3T GENEe
VIZVE, ™e tangks firsd soume into same town.Then moved Lastward to the right
of 5T FENEVILVE.Only two tunks in the platoon.This waa during the morning of
15th.That afternoen a Lt Informed. them of the twents en tanke going into ‘
the POLT DI TALJ,They flred at range of approx 2300 yards.Th: en venlcles
-dlspereed. . o - : ., 4 : C '

" 0n the 16th,1400. Lt croxton with Deem,Srattup,and Drown ormed the 2nd
Platoon,They had been informed that in div reserve to be used only in the
avent Hf a counteratliock.lHowever the leh Bn,317th,was attackl. g toward
AT TOULON again.The hn had had a platoon on tHhe hill above id. 0:wMCHY
(825-297).The on had pushed them of7.The tenks were ordersd t supnort the
infantry in regsaining the hill.The plan waug appareantly Oor Lb: atisck to
be launched flong the ridge castward.2 aszault companies woul . take the hill,
The rasat of tho bn would move toward MT TOULON.When Croxton's platoon got
there the CO sald that they were attacking the hill,Lt Croxto . was told to
get the tanks on the ridge.lt was an imposcible misaion.it Croxton then
sald that he would try to suprort the attack from the road.so th of the hill.
The tanka would go Ln column along the road,.Thse infantry then were placed ‘
along the road.there was a threze aninutes machine gun preparat. on.The fermans
pretended to surrender,cessed firing,yelled "Camerade",and tio s sucked the
two Infantry cos in.The infantry were pinned down.The Lbn CO t'en told
Croxton to teke the tanks up the hill,The remnarts of t e asa ult cos
were dug in snd the bhn CO could not locate them,The ldea was o pull the
infantrynen back and iet the tanks blast out the hilliop.Thoe op vwas Ferasded
heavily wooded,a deathtrap for tanks.The en hazorkas would ha e a fleldday.
Croxton and Deems got up the hill,Then Deems covered Croxton , oing through
the woodu,The hn 0O wanterl the tanks to crush the woods down.

Croxton’yg tank proceeded slowly through the wo-ds.Opened u; with bow gun
and goaxial,i"ired one round.lext jammed.Bazooka hit bogle,Tan daidn't stop.
Turned around.?acked down hill.Then hit on gunner's gilde,¥ina! 1y all got back
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