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ULIw: 3194k Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div
PLiIon: 17 Dec - 31 Jan 45
4CTL0N:  Reducing the Bulge

wOURGA:  Major Ralph J Wovers, Regtl 5-3
. Capt Harold I Kennen, Agst 5-3

Thale il LATD OF IWTeaVIGW: LINTGLL, LUZIBOURG, 1 February 1070

Lkl Beale, 1/50,000; France und Delgium Arlon Shent 127, Jilts Slonb 1ol
Luxeuboury (sheets £8 ond 23) '

sV IawSik: Capt D G Dayton

Tl law conducted with regimental journals as intorvicew war inlon w0 for

51240 Infantrsr Resiment - 17 Dec 44 - 29 Jan 45

On 17 December the 319th had the mission of oubposting LLideuicii (BU0LL0).
For the previous week the regiment had been rehabilitating, rcoriunining 9nd con-
aueting training in the assault of fortified positions.' Some tine had alsgo becn
gpent on practice in coordinating infantry-tank action.

On the 17th the regiment was given the mission of moving forward into an ag-
sembly area in the vicinity of ROHRBACH (657497) and relicve elements of the 25th
Cav. The CT and supporting units minus the 905th FA Bn moved by motor at 1045 and
cloged at 1632 in ROHRBACH. At the latter place liaison was estoablished with the
25th Cav. On 18 December the 2d Bn, 319th, relieved tho 23th Cav iu the line.

Cther units of.the regiment were also going into position. The following day the CF
was ordered to move northwest to the vicinity of BASCHARAGE, COmmittcd wiite werc
disenzaged, . the regiment moved the same day and spent a long, cold night riding,

The mizsion wasg, at the time, unknown. The fegiment arrived at BAICLARAGE early
on the mofning of the 20th, was placed in division regserve and instructed to ve pre-

parcd Tor movement to the north, northeast, or southeast. The CT was also ordored
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to be prepared to reinforce the 517th or 518th which were in delfensive positions
north of LUZEMEOURG. lMeantime the regiment was to initiate reconuaissance fov ond
prepare to oceupy positions., The regiment began to carry out thoso orders but on
the Tfollowing day the CT was given the mission of moving to DaCUCL (784278), where
locsd nocurity was to be posted, and wasg instructed to be prerared to advancoe noxwt
In an attack on the £23., e O moved by shuttle te the designated arvea and cloood
at 1715, Freparations were mode for the following day's attuack.

Cu the 22d the attack jumped ofi at 0600 Lror the vieinity of Laduoi wilh
U 1ot and 3d Bns advancing abreast, the 3d on left, 1st oo i:hh.  The 24 B
vwie in reserve. No contact was gained with the cncomy unbil 0910 vaen tho 94 La oe-
tered MICHELBUCH (766368). Previously, at 0800, the baticlion had conbacted wlosm:::
of our 109th Inf Regt, 286th Div, in VICHILR (750350). The 5d iLn cleared BICLLLBUL
and prepared to move on MEIRZIG (755384) with L and K Cos abreast, on the lelt znd
#ight respectively, at 1010. At 1040 a platoon of Co C/702 Tk In had moved to
positions on the high ground south of MERZIG. By 1100 L and i Cos had reached o
point (763376) and had no contact with the enemy.

The lsthn had moved forward without trouble and did nol hit uny resistonce
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until about 1145 when it hit some small enemy patrols at (720700). The 44 Pn had

meanwhile occupied part of MERZIG and was recelving considerotlo owmell crmc fire anc

artillery. The battalion effeciively directed our artillery on an cuemy column ob-
tempting to reenter MERZIG. The reserve b;ttalion was ordered to VICIHTEN and cloood
there at 1425. The régimental CP moved to the same place and opened at 1615, woni-
while, at 1500, the l1st Bn had capturedHOBERFEULEN (777402) and wus currently en-
zared in an attack on FEULEN (785408) and NEIDEREEULEN (768411 ) which were capturcd

a short time later. The regiment received orders from the 80th Div to have one

sattalion advence until stopped, so at 1635 the 2d Bn was alerted.
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At 2045 the'2d Bn moved out by motor and detrucked at OBLIITEULEN; the 3d Do
was in MERZIG, tge lst in OBERFEULZEN, FEULEF and NZIDBLRFEULLN,
At 2400 the 2d Bn jumped off on a night attack toward HEIDLRUCIEID (756446).
Dy 0525 on 23d the outskirts of the town were reached aud therc bthe battalion wus
held up by heavy machine gun fire. While ¥ Co held the oubgids o0 tie town with
heavy automatic fire, E moved into HEIDERGUULID. The cnopy of farcl stifl roniotaoc:
in the town but by 1130 the battalion had moved throush it and oubpousted to Lhe

norih und northeast. The 6d Pn had been ong

ed in moppinz up Fololle The towm s

clenred by 10560, Many Geormong were killed, o large quonbity of wwoag oocdoria 3 v
carntured and 118 Fis tolien, The 1ot Lo wan odves s Ak 4R Ligh ] TR

1}

hoixd Shrouszll the woods and over the rough torrsine. The severs) fred moutle of soo
on tae ground didn't help the progress . Suvnportin: the J10LL ol el soroe C/7C
Lo uud /610 TH Bn. .After the action on the £2d, $/6LC TD wag »v.lueced Ly &4/C10 o
(iax) wevers said half platoon of tanks and o platoon of Yo wers @ Lruehod to ooch

assault battalions while the romaining platoons of Yoo woroe ncid as reserve o

used whercever needed. )

A% 1215 on the 254 the 24 Bn received a heavy countorattocl b

infantry and

voto cnainst their positions north and northwest ol Hulill .Cudllo oo 34 bun was seul

Lo uooist theme The lst Bn met heavy resistance ot 772450, Ui aoombozebboe’
vire 2d Do was stemmed and the enemy suffered hewavy losses in tis vioit, Tha 19
£n maneuvered against the enemy resistance it meb wnd by LO6U0 v cLiacewing Uhe

town of KAILEN (780459). The %d Bn had meenwhile sresscd an abine: ou LLOLER

)
(750472), It met heavy small arms fire but by 1930 had btal:cn £ btouny by tho oo

tive the lst Bn had captured EEILIZN. The 3a In sent Co I to 1L SUILIDIRGRULD

7

(750467 ) to lhold the bridge in the town. The battzlions held 4h:ie positions dusiin
o nizht, The 3d Bn in TADLER could not prevent o obrong cuewy force Ifrom blLowin

Vi o

the bridgzge just northeast of the town.
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The advance north of the lst and 3d Dng, scheduloed fox 0720 ond 0700 o=
gsvocltvely on the morning of 24 Dee was disrupted by cuciy countesastbicks on the
1st and 2d Baos. The lst Bn had initiated movement from DTSN woo b in ovder to
fcllow the road net in zonc as the axis of advance, lecaving o Oo il towm as o
roar muard. The 2d Bn received a counterattack when M Co rull .t -ont of ENTITTL

/

o bad been sent to rolicve Co I in IEIDERSCHEIDIRCRUND. Lol corpunics wio

T

of{ by the enemy but they were avle to maintain thoir ovm wreuritsr.  Doaptirs the

%% n, less a reinforced platoon from K Co which md boer 1oft b et TULER,
moved south and took un position on the hish ground novelhangl o CTIDTMRICATTT tn
wodot the battalions being counterattaclied. The regluent held oowvdass thn cour!

' o

abback and by 1500 the situation was cluared. 3d Lo, 100bu Taw .ogtb, S0 216,

linved Cos G and I in ILIDSRSCIEIDIRGRUND and tho comonn LoV oG Lo tholy wo-
spoctive bavtalions. Thoe battalions consolidated thcle posilious for whe alj'd.

I.: tlie counterattack 54 Tiis were taken and consideouble damus. Liilictzd on oncuiy
personiel and vehicles,

4t 0800 on the morning of 25 Dec the advance north coanbinusd, The 5d on vo-

cecupicd TALLER, From here oneny infantry worc observed in iho to.u of oIl

Artillery (905th FA in direct support) was placed uwnns i, AL P00 4L
C1l0th [eqgt received orders from division stating the reglmoent would clear the el

in the area south of the SURL in zome and not wttaupt to crous .. river, omd oo

infornntion was passed to all battolions and supnorxting unito.

When 3d Bn had closed in TADIER, the 2d Bn moved toward Al e Lhe BewlLallio
received heavy MG fire as it approached the town but had tolien it and wdvancoed o

m L T PR )
Lhe o8 o Luaa Mo

igh ground north and rortheast of the towm by 1400,
rosted the south bank of the SURE River. 1lst Bn, in reserve, wup clerted to ooud
company througﬁ the lower half of the woods (710460). ‘[This was nocessary bocauso
o ﬁnit on the rizht, 317th Inf, was making slow prozress. I Co got started pn
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