| camissyioie g

ULIw: 3194k Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div
PLiIon: 17 Dec - 31 Jan 45
4CTL0N:  Reducing the Bulge

wOURGA:  Major Ralph J Wovers, Regtl 5-3
. Capt Harold I Kennen, Agst 5-3

Thale il LATD OF IWTeaVIGW: LINTGLL, LUZIBOURG, 1 February 1070

Lkl Beale, 1/50,000; France und Delgium Arlon Shent 127, Jilts Slonb 1ol
Luxeuboury (sheets £8 ond 23) '

sV IawSik: Capt D G Dayton

Tl law conducted with regimental journals as intorvicew war inlon w0 for

51240 Infantrsr Resiment - 17 Dec 44 - 29 Jan 45

On 17 December the 319th had the mission of oubposting LLideuicii (BU0LL0).
For the previous week the regiment had been rehabilitating, rcoriunining 9nd con-
aueting training in the assault of fortified positions.' Some tine had alsgo becn
gpent on practice in coordinating infantry-tank action.

On the 17th the regiment was given the mission of moving forward into an ag-
sembly area in the vicinity of ROHRBACH (657497) and relicve elements of the 25th
Cav. The CT and supporting units minus the 905th FA Bn moved by motor at 1045 and
cloged at 1632 in ROHRBACH. At the latter place liaison was estoablished with the
25th Cav. On 18 December the 2d Bn, 319th, relieved tho 23th Cav iu the line.

Cther units of.the regiment were also going into position. The following day the CF
was ordered to move northwest to the vicinity of BASCHARAGE, COmmittcd wiite werc
disenzaged, . the regiment moved the same day and spent a long, cold night riding,

The mizsion wasg, at the time, unknown. The fegiment arrived at BAICLARAGE early
on the mofning of the 20th, was placed in division regserve and instructed to ve pre-

parcd Tor movement to the north, northeast, or southeast. The CT was also ordored
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to be prepared to reinforce the 517th or 518th which were in delfensive positions
north of LUZEMEOURG. lMeantime the regiment was to initiate reconuaissance fov ond
prepare to oceupy positions., The regiment began to carry out thoso orders but on
the Tfollowing day the CT was given the mission of moving to DaCUCL (784278), where
locsd nocurity was to be posted, and wasg instructed to be prerared to advancoe noxwt
In an attack on the £23., e O moved by shuttle te the designated arvea and cloood
at 1715, Freparations were mode for the following day's attuack.

Cu the 22d the attack jumped ofi at 0600 Lror the vieinity of Laduoi wilh
U 1ot and 3d Bns advancing abreast, the 3d on left, 1st oo i:hh.  The 24 B
vwie in reserve. No contact was gained with the cncomy unbil 0910 vaen tho 94 La oe-
tered MICHELBUCH (766368). Previously, at 0800, the baticlion had conbacted wlosm:::
of our 109th Inf Regt, 286th Div, in VICHILR (750350). The 5d iLn cleared BICLLLBUL
and prepared to move on MEIRZIG (755384) with L and K Cos abreast, on the lelt znd
#ight respectively, at 1010. At 1040 a platoon of Co C/702 Tk In had moved to
positions on the high ground south of MERZIG. By 1100 L and i Cos had reached o
point (763376) and had no contact with the enemy.

The lsthn had moved forward without trouble and did nol hit uny resistonce

ey
G

until about 1145 when it hit some small enemy patrols at (720700). The 44 Pn had

meanwhile occupied part of MERZIG and was recelving considerotlo owmell crmc fire anc

artillery. The battalion effeciively directed our artillery on an cuemy column ob-
tempting to reenter MERZIG. The reserve b;ttalion was ordered to VICIHTEN and cloood
there at 1425. The régimental CP moved to the same place and opened at 1615, woni-
while, at 1500, the l1st Bn had capturedHOBERFEULEN (777402) and wus currently en-
zared in an attack on FEULEN (785408) and NEIDEREEULEN (768411 ) which were capturcd

a short time later. The regiment received orders from the 80th Div to have one

sattalion advence until stopped, so at 1635 the 2d Bn was alerted.
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At 2045 the'2d Bn moved out by motor and detrucked at OBLIITEULEN; the 3d Do
was in MERZIG, tge lst in OBERFEULZEN, FEULEF and NZIDBLRFEULLN,
At 2400 the 2d Bn jumped off on a night attack toward HEIDLRUCIEID (756446).
Dy 0525 on 23d the outskirts of the town were reached aud therc bthe battalion wus
held up by heavy machine gun fire. While ¥ Co held the oubgids o0 tie town with
heavy automatic fire, E moved into HEIDERGUULID. The cnopy of farcl stifl roniotaoc:
in the town but by 1130 the battalion had moved throush it and oubpousted to Lhe

norih und northeast. The 6d Pn had been ong

ed in moppinz up Fololle The towm s

clenred by 10560, Many Geormong were killed, o large quonbity of wwoag oocdoria 3 v
carntured and 118 Fis tolien, The 1ot Lo wan odves s Ak 4R Ligh ] TR

1}

hoixd Shrouszll the woods and over the rough torrsine. The severs) fred moutle of soo
on tae ground didn't help the progress . Suvnportin: the J10LL ol el soroe C/7C
Lo uud /610 TH Bn. .After the action on the £2d, $/6LC TD wag »v.lueced Ly &4/C10 o
(iax) wevers said half platoon of tanks and o platoon of Yo wers @ Lruehod to ooch

assault battalions while the romaining platoons of Yoo woroe ncid as reserve o

used whercever needed. )

A% 1215 on the 254 the 24 Bn received a heavy countorattocl b

infantry and

voto cnainst their positions north and northwest ol Hulill .Cudllo oo 34 bun was seul

Lo uooist theme The lst Bn met heavy resistance ot 772450, Ui aoombozebboe’
vire 2d Do was stemmed and the enemy suffered hewavy losses in tis vioit, Tha 19
£n maneuvered against the enemy resistance it meb wnd by LO6U0 v cLiacewing Uhe

town of KAILEN (780459). The %d Bn had meenwhile sresscd an abine: ou LLOLER

)
(750472), It met heavy small arms fire but by 1930 had btal:cn £ btouny by tho oo

tive the lst Bn had captured EEILIZN. The 3a In sent Co I to 1L SUILIDIRGRULD

7

(750467 ) to lhold the bridge in the town. The battzlions held 4h:ie positions dusiin
o nizht, The 3d Bn in TADLER could not prevent o obrong cuewy force Ifrom blLowin

Vi o

the bridgzge just northeast of the town.
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The advance north of the lst and 3d Dng, scheduloed fox 0720 ond 0700 o=
gsvocltvely on the morning of 24 Dee was disrupted by cuciy countesastbicks on the
1st and 2d Baos. The lst Bn had initiated movement from DTSN woo b in ovder to
fcllow the road net in zonc as the axis of advance, lecaving o Oo il towm as o
roar muard. The 2d Bn received a counterattack when M Co rull .t -ont of ENTITTL

/

o bad been sent to rolicve Co I in IEIDERSCHEIDIRCRUND. Lol corpunics wio

T

of{ by the enemy but they were avle to maintain thoir ovm wreuritsr.  Doaptirs the

%% n, less a reinforced platoon from K Co which md boer 1oft b et TULER,
moved south and took un position on the hish ground novelhangl o CTIDTMRICATTT tn
wodot the battalions being counterattaclied. The regluent held oowvdass thn cour!

' o

abback and by 1500 the situation was cluared. 3d Lo, 100bu Taw .ogtb, S0 216,

linved Cos G and I in ILIDSRSCIEIDIRGRUND and tho comonn LoV oG Lo tholy wo-
spoctive bavtalions. Thoe battalions consolidated thcle posilious for whe alj'd.

I.: tlie counterattack 54 Tiis were taken and consideouble damus. Liilictzd on oncuiy
personiel and vehicles,

4t 0800 on the morning of 25 Dec the advance north coanbinusd, The 5d on vo-

cecupicd TALLER, From here oneny infantry worc observed in iho to.u of oIl

Artillery (905th FA in direct support) was placed uwnns i, AL P00 4L
C1l0th [eqgt received orders from division stating the reglmoent would clear the el

in the area south of the SURL in zome and not wttaupt to crous .. river, omd oo

infornntion was passed to all battolions and supnorxting unito.

When 3d Bn had closed in TADIER, the 2d Bn moved toward Al e Lhe BewlLallio
received heavy MG fire as it approached the town but had tolien it and wdvancoed o

m L T PR )
Lhe o8 o Luaa Mo

igh ground north and rortheast of the towm by 1400,
rosted the south bank of the SURE River. 1lst Bn, in reserve, wup clerted to ooud
company througﬁ the lower half of the woods (710460). ‘[This was nocessary bocauso
o ﬁnit on the rizht, 317th Inf, was making slow prozress. I Co got started pn
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the miscion but was culleu back when it gobt danbto Tive fwowm Titdes 1y ulowanty on

Daring the afternoon the ©d in wus counteratbucked butb Ll |, Tie oy (ago in

sowkll of the SURE in front of the 24 in. THe Qsosuit Lattal bsng L0 ainl B8 ) Ll
bot.a 8 noBitions for the dight the 1t 20 Hnovd Lo ddddpselatcduie wil i

7Ty TIC WP S P T C TN 5 b el TR Gl o fak v o W W o A s A S
simental OF which bad been in HUIDLRSCHEID rotur.isd to Chodlilabivmi. daring bl

S0t the 24 En cleared the eneny Trom the woods iu ibs soue und yem st hev Ml
consl river banls exelusive of IUWACH (7004 S e, b L il B e mm

T e es B p - AE i R A 5 e T ek P % ,
Linved oy the lst by 2045 and the 24 moved to LLiloceoli.io.  Lavdc: bhe alghb & Gy

ous ooted RINGEL, C Co the hizh ground south of toun sad o oo Loig o souibion oo
Lo ge DTDAACCHUBID-KEIEN road and cstablished contact wilbh: Lo o770, Whe U0 -
reacdined in the positions originally held,

On the morning of the 27th the Germans sent o lurgs »natrol lulo thoe Lob o

avon wnd in the afternoon counterattacked, They hnd,

CLUvY arulllery fire on the lst Ba., 2d Bn was alcrted to be wond s to assict the Lot
bn wnd the 34 Dn was instructed to send a company to fill tho -ny wobtucen & and
Thwe 1ot Sn held aﬂ'lnub the counterattack and the clemecuts 2dcsbl voere not coin-
mitted, 1lsb Bn held their positions for the uight g did the Jd. o4 Lo owenoino
in the vicinity of BEIDERSCHEID in resecrve. |

At 1440 on the 28th the l st Dn was counterattucked again by choubl 150 or <00
Infontrymen but stopped it, They counterattacked the Jerrics, jot &7 Ius and in-
flicted heavy losses.

The regiment remained in the HEIDBRSCHEID-TADLU=T LA 0010 Dud GRUND-RINGLL
arca during the remainder of the month (Déc).in defensive positions. Front line
cloments were rotated from time to time. The enemy counterattacked B Co on the
50th with about 160 men dbut was repulsed with heavy loscses

Defensive positions south of the SURE River were held 1-5 January. While
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there considerable artillery was plaged on enemy installations across the river,

On 5 January the 319th received division FO #25 giving the rogiment the mis-
sion of attacking across the SURE River at 0400 on the 6th, seiwing GOLLDOE, Dajil
and MOCHIR, and setting up a defensive of the ground guined., I'or the operation tho
reginent had attached to it, besides its repular supporting units, Co D, 7024 [k
Bn, Co 4, 610th TD Bn, and 166th Ingr Bn. The latber unit was Lo build o bridge in
the vicinity of HEIDERSCHEIDERGRUND (728466) for the cerossing. Uson vocuipt of the
division order, the regiment distributed FO ,40, During the ni-ht of 5-6 Jan tio
bridging operation was hampered by hostile awtillery firce. Bocouse ol
lery fire it was decided to build a treadway instead of a Bailery. Ope platoon Lron
Co I' outposted the bridge site.

The bridge, except for one seoction of trecadway, was comnlebed by 0400 on the
6th «ind was passable for foot troops. The 2d Bn (reinf Mine Flat 519th) crossed the
SUS diver via the bridge at 0400 and advanced on rood to IUDUNLCLIID (v10408) ond
cul crogs country to be in position to attack DAIL. By 0430 the bridge was comploto.
4t 0050 the fool elements of 1lst In crossed on the bridge, Co C, Tald U 2w, Co 4
610th 1D Bn (SP) crossed behind the lst Bun. 4t 0630 the L atbul iow preparasd Lo
enter GOLSIORF (730483) without artillery preparation, The town wut wblacked cnd bud
been occupied by 1000, The battalion was joined in the town by C/70a8 T Zn. The 4a
©n reccived heavy eﬁemy artillery fire and fire from small arms whoi they reached w
point about 1000 yards west of DAHL. This fire temporarily split the 3d Ba forces.
They were reunited, however, by Lt Col Cheston for an attack on the town. Udeamshile
the tanks and TDs had not fared so weli at the bridee. The crosoing site was hoavily
shelled. A TD 6f the 610th was hit by the'artillery. It burncd and set off its
ammunitiqn blocking the road. North of the crossing the tanks were again stopped
by a knocked out German\fank across the road., Co C/305th Engr In removed the cnony
tenk and the burned TD, then sanded the road. Thig enabled the tunis and TDs to
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proceed to their ;esﬁective infentry battalions.

An artillery concentration was‘placed on DAL and the 2d bLa jumped off to ct-
Leck the town at 1230, I Co swung northeast of the toun to vlock any thicat frowm
that direetion while L and ¥ Cos entered the town and bezan mopping up. By 1400 the
town had been taken, and the battalion was regrouping to move on NOCHEix (7385L2) by
1020, At this time regiment ordered the attack to cease end Lhe 1ab and Dd ong
to defeond DAHL, with 1st on the casct, and prepare for poseivle counteraiincko,  lwo:

time, the 2d Bn had moved up and replaced the 1st in GOLSDORE. The laiber batiul:
then moved to DAHL and took up defensive positions to the north axi northewst ol Liho
toﬁn, tying in with the 3d Bn on the left. The 2d In outposted SCLJLOLY and the
bridges adjacent thercto., To asoist the battalion vhe degt AT ol was abtachod,
Pozitions were held during the nisht of the 6th and the followin: day. L Co suj-
poried by Co D/702 Tk Bn attempted to enter BOCILULS (735485) hus wus Loveu: Lot
s 1ts original position because of small ams wend tows Live. ueciaz tho nidib of
. 7th the 2d Bn formed a perimcter defense arvound GOLULCWw; o abler too bawtoll
outosved DAIIL.

A Tl e 1Y 2 Tt = P En BN § weo® v 0oL
WLy an b W Rt BERET Qi oo

After a heavy encny barraze on the mornin: ol the

o - - N Y o~ - ) a2 . % " ,:" “
were countercttacked. The 3d and lst dn reinforecd by bive Diown ol o /0L

To sa, Co C/702 Tk Bn, and the 905th Fi Bn (reinforcod) placed cordll Jire on on

inlantry and tanks. Iight enaiy tonks were knovm o hiave been tmovind oub wnd un-

nuivercd enemy dead littered the £icld. The 24 In weinforccd b fiwrcs of So /7

T Sn and the 905th Fi (reinforced) stopped the caciyr and inflictol hoevg

——

cumaltics. By 1200 enemy counteratitaclic had been thwerbed--only artillory Jire

woo coming in, HMaj Gen'Horace L LicBride, C3 of the SOth Iaf Liv, cormend.d i

=)

21904h Inf (Reinf) for its determination and skill in tho delepoo

3 i | SO I Y v o
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Uriliiae

The 9th and 10th were relabively quict. On the 11
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sround northwest of BUCIEIOLL while novaed into the vom fooo U
00,00, 74 enlisted prigonors and ong officor wvaor: hulen, & a
atnnd and booby-trapped. Co &, ascisted by the HL0uh Ldns Ihab, o

o
)
gt

ith tha

il
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T tiicn outmnostce

wodsforeed platoon in the town while two Ilatbtoons wooe o ®hio
souLEAs .
inrins the period 1 to 16Lh the Pegimont dnmliialzsd «andl ibproved

vicn and kopt in contact with adjacent units and the oneny with

ootrolsa

acvlen came in the form of artillery on GOESDORF, DL and IUCHTICL

Co 2/702 Tk Bn reverted to the control of its battnlion.

On the 1y with Diy 70 2256

o

16th the 3519th mode preparations to co

J

the repluent the mission to attnck and seize NOCHTT apnd tho Hil™

goiil s G

vl

seyuad I3 bl

J 1

GENZES Dl

148 Dol

Juq/ Htila

el Sgave

vicinity of MASSELLR (7€1482). In ordor to gurpTige the gheny Li- Fracy un
WOCLL2 Jumped off at 0700 on 18 Junuary without preliminiury aolitlers Tipe, The

initial effort was made by the 34 meinforced with Co G, & pioslosn 3/70:

Su, « Plat Co 4/610 TD 2n (SP), and a Plat Co C 505th Zngr Du. M. foice ad-
vanced toward NOCHER in two columns, X Co approacusd the tovm oo Lho soutluest
with the mission of blocking from the west and northwest at point (veesiz)., I wnd
L Cva,vm th G Co in rescrve, approached the town from the soutbeust with the miscic
ol ceizing and occupying WOCHIR., At 0320 the 34 In, less £ o, oceupled HOCITIN

and c¢lcaned the town out with buzookas and grenades.

shelling. K Co was held up by enemy in dug in

lery was “1roctod on the cnemy positions and eventually X occupiad then.

nogitioie &% FTI05]10

LoV

of 1w and tanks was hampered by ememy direct fire woupons, siincsliclds, and lungo
spovirifts, but by 0915 a platoon of TDs had reachied HOCiiud.
fter the 3d Bn (reinf) had sccured NOCILER, the lst Dn roinlforced with a ploioni

Co &/610 TD Ba (SP),

.8 -

a platoon Co C/702 Tk Bn ond the Regb iine Ilou, atlacked



| Q3uIssyioIn § o

sant boward JASGALER. 4 and € were the assault compinics and 0 .ao ZL ZoDelve,
Al
Trogress was slow duc to deep smow wad poor visibLiliti. Vhen tho Lot Su (deindd

soved out of Dalll, the Zd Ba (-G Co) reinforeed by a plaboun Co /000 B wn {OT) and
a platoon Co ©/702 Tk Bn moved up and outpostoed the Lowm. Socnuvss of Lhic roush Lo
radin wnd the strategié position occupied by thz cnouy wrouna Madoil..., the let on

wiis ordered back and by'lGSO had roturned to DAHL., . Co defeudod frou the enct, ©
vo fro. the north and © Co from the south. The 24 on defonded ewi, fwom tho weol,
e D3 In met stiff opposition about NOCILLk during the doy and wues fosced to shilt

sonoibi e from time to time, Ammunition had to be hand-coarrict o oe Lurting ban

¢ A vyt . ~ ves o podeey 5 vy s v 2 PO s B 44 Thg eam s o an D CE g B W R
sgbio coitect was fnedntainod with the 317th angd 104h. Spegy g e TGy

wad dkuil throughout the poriod; this interfercd concilfo

I T
206 @

nications, Positions were maintained and improved durine 10400

pubrols sent out. Trip flares were installed around HOCIiZi.  On il Slat the 8X06h

zwoceived Div YO ;27 which ordored the regiment to continus ho wib o™ ool 3

ve voent oub to the north emd east. Oa the 224, aofber w patinl rooown

1

L. vl tovn, D Co moved inbo Mauliliil and was subzcgucuatly followod Uy tlhe oot of
s bultalion, The high ground west of the town wac outponited. Llhc otlher bavtullons
pashied out to occupy the high groun; 765500~748458,

O the 22d Div FO ;428 directsd the 219th to patrol ito area wnd clour oub

couewy nergonncl and installations therein,

Can the 234 ¥ Co reinforced with onc reinforced platoon of & Co uttiackued

inUTiiescl (767518) and L Co reinforced moved azainst MLiiOLS (V4
latter town had been secured but & Co had trouble in KAULLHLACIL TheF oot e lowes

nart of the town, but the enemy held the upper, high, part sud plocsd

]
R

mbic and rifle . fire on the company. L Co consolidated its positions; 4 vo was or-
Gered to hold and continue the attack on the 24th,

On the 24th the 24 Bn attacked ALSCHEID (760530). During tle wiht Lhe 166th

w G
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Lngr on consbvructed a Cl 3 bridge and by 0650 it was usable by jo .. o Co
moved in ALSCIHEID at 1030 and began moppiug up tic town; it vac tororted clear of

1 1

1720, In the evening I' Co reported FAUTLILACH elour of the cney.  Juring the

Ao

night ol the 24th, the tanks and TDs remained south of the JIDL.L Gwer, Lcunwhile
the engineers were converting the bridge at LERKOLS to a CL 40,

On the 20th the 2d Bn 318th was attached to the 319th oud ocoupied the pogi-
tions hield by the regiment by 0130 on the 26th. The Od Bn wmoved its troops into
LOUILat and MeRKOLS. 1st Bn movod to DAIL. The regiment roceived ocders from the
80th Uiv to move by motor to vicinity of LARCCHETIE (Fels - 91%0) ~ad became b=
toched to the 4th Inf Div, Regt IO #25, éovc*ing the misgion 1o ruilieve 8th Int
| Regt and 1st Bn 12th was delivered to all attached and supporbin«: unitu,

AL 1200 on the 26th the 2d Bn 318th was relieved from attaciucent to the U19th
and in the afternoon the regiment moved to its new area. £t 14720 the CP closed at
IZVLLBACH (920390) and by 2200 the CT had relioved the 8th Inf Hogb and the lst Lu
12th,

On the 27th the regiment held a line running from FOUHRIN (890470) exclucive
southeast to REISDORF (940410) inclusive, with the 3@ Bn on the loft and the lst
Bn on the right; The 24 Bﬁlwés in reserve at BETTINDORF (910420). During the
day Co A/91 Cml Bn was attached to fhe CT -- also a platoon of Co B/633 AL AU In,
The Regtl CP moved from KEWELBACH to GILSDORF (820418).

Rogiment maintained and improved positions on the 28th of Jun, and the 318thL
Regt relicved the 22d Inf on the right of the 319th. Contact was cutablished be-
tweon the two regiments; the same had been accomplished on the 1oft the previous
day with Co C/2d Inf Regt, 5th Inf Div,

On Qhé 29th the regiment was relieved by CCD of the ath Apad Div and moved in-

to 2 rest area northeast of LUXHLBOURG. The egtl CP was established in LINTEIN.
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The batialions moved. into arcas as follovs: lot dn, Muilidd (7702c00); -a ba,
WULLILGS (8302€0); and 3d Dn at STELiSLL (820210) ang ililosual WUl su..diTa

£ ! q i - Y. i ¥ e 3l 3o Ty rory
(2002007, The 319th was attached to the 4th Armd Div for oporaticaul purpoces

wihile in the rest areaz.
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