¢ CRO GING OF Ti SUR RIV.Q Y F COLEANY, 2D IH,
SLYTH Il . 03T, 7 FHil& JIY 1945

The woudwd bluff that riscs sicveply wast of HOTGDORF end comzands the OUR
River valley frem WALIEIUORF to ALIELDINGEN was a perfeot OF from which to study
tho SITCFRIED fortifications on the northsist bank, a fine place from which to chec
by observation the final plunc to force a crossing of tho river and establish a
bridgehead in Cermany. But to the cfficers of thc 2nd DBn of the 319tk Inf Re.t
who olimbed up there in the afternocm of € Fabruary, it proved useless, A heavy
mist blanketed the valley. Lt Col Paul Bandy, Bo CO, his astaff and his company.
commanders, who had just beon orldered to crosc their troops under sover of darknes:
early the next merning, looked in vain for the location of enemy pillboxes which ~
would oppose their erossing. They oculd maxo cul the dim outlines of thse houses
of AMUEKLDINGEN, and the massive ridge the uscault companios would have to c¢limd to
sacure a foothold on Oerman soil; but they could sea nothing of the scores of pill.
boxes, trenches, minefields and wire defenses which they kmew from defense overpri:
neps and aerial photographs thickly estudded the fur bank, (See map #l). Visual
reconnaisance was vital to insure the suc.ess of the opsration, The SIESFRIED fort:
whioh nature had had six years iLc¢ camouflage, werc oxtremely difficult to piek up,:
from aerial photese Although a emall regimental patrol had investigated the rivexs:
edse tho night of Peb 5~6 and roported no fileld fortification or mine fields, the
number and exact location of enemy positions on the commanding ground czat of the
river road .were upknown, : . The fog thaut erndured all day, & Feb, meant thal
they must remain unknuwn, that the crossing must be attempted virtually blind, I&-
was not even possibleé to observe from the O tho crossin; site which lst Lt Gerald
J. Foley, In S~2, and T/5gt Thomas £, Harrell had sclected by physical reconnaiss-
ance the night before. Though the risk of a nish attack without thorough resonuai:
anoe was greut, there :as no ulterusative but to 20 ahsud with plans since the croa
ing was part of a coordinutod XII Corps attack,

After dark 6 Feb tho ouginecrs (B Compuny, 150 ingr C In) brought twenty-five
M2, 10-man assault boats into HOLEDORI' und storsd thew in buildings in the extreme
south ani morth portions of town, (Jeu map f £) The plaun was to use all boats to
forry F Company, the initial agsault company, ucross, then have these boats return
by the engineor paddlersto pick up E Company and {uke them coross,

Fach boat would carry nine infantrynen ecnd would be manned by & crew of three
enginecrs, two in the bow to stroke the paddling cud sct the course ono in the
atorn with a paddle, . fourth ongino.r was ugsigaud to sach boat to remain oun the
near shors, to hold the boat in the loading and beach it on the rsturn, He was als
act as gulde to the orcssin; site, imbarking and landing proved to be the most -
aifricult and most oritical atages cf the oporatica. The river, normslly about 60
feet wide a% HOESDORF ma3 f'loocded to nearly 90 foot by the February thaw and reger
rain; the current averaged about 10 miles per hours The buttalion, in meking thel:
plans, figured the bocts would bs carried 200 yards downstroam in er ossing, but as
this oould omly be a suesc yredicated on uncventful launchings and landings, Capt
williem H, Chamberlin, CO of F Company, did not iry to pinpoint an ussombly area
on the far shore, but instructed hils platoons to reorgunize Lensrally alonc the ¢
opposite the crossing.



At 2000, 6 Fegb, F Company muarchoed frau ROLSTROFF two miles in the dark to
FOLSDORF, whero the men occupic! houses nnd rested, waiting for the jumpoff
schoeduled for 0500, They hud ;..de o praclice croosin. of the 3AULDR River at
FOEOTROFEF the day beforce at wideh tine the nmon hd been counted off by bLoat louad-
ingse With the escuplion of cce tuin hey bouts, tihis orszunization roughly followed «
divislion by squada, Thot, .t leasi, w.s the 11 n. In practico organization larsely

disapreared, The fiirst disriciing elrewetince .o Lhe arrival not wmore than two
hour: befor:s thy compnn. i g to ohbeex of L0 reinforcenents. These were
apportione to datonons oo 0 ode aand st 1oned L Lo Lo as spuce wus founde The
agoel;ment of Lhe rew on o o Lial nesrely o Uiird of F Compuny would be facin
oneily fire [or the fivsl tii.e b 00 W oo Lo [irst bolley of preparatory urt-
11lory was flred, ¥ Company o .0 cobbin, ro.iy for the aguault. lst Lt John L.
Cow.;111l, drd Pyabl ldr and coojviny e oflicwr, Jed bho first boutload of men
which included u pnthfinder fror Lhe oo n ond - Uhst to tho building where the

bouts were stored, The mon .. ro e with vifies, one half sutchol charge, and
nost Inportant of wll white t.ueis with whilco Luwo pidues were to mark a path up

thoe opposite bunk to the road wna oo esbudlish an ssenbly areas  They hoisted

a boat to their shoulders and followed an enzineer guide 400 yurds to the crossing
gite, Despite occasional enemy flare activity, our own artillery bursts and ,50
caliber tracers fired from the hill on tho west to mark the general direction of
the battalion ebjooctive, the night was dark. The slope to the river was steep for
the last 100 yards and the footing in the clayey mud porilous, The carry, in
short, turned out to be more difficult than had been expected, and instead of get-
ting the beoat in the water at 0300 when tho last artillory shell was fired, Cow-
gill's men were not ready to push off until 25 ninutes later, The four engineers
had tho greatest difficulty holding the boat for louding. Two stood out waist-
deep in the streum, holding tho bow; two anchored llic gtern at the shore. At
last all men were aboard; the two engineers clinbed in at the bow, a third pushed
off. The boat twisted in Lh- current, then stuck. It wns hung up on a partially
submerged wire fence that had onco mairked tie riveor bani. All the men hud to
climb out, but before they had all cleared, Liie bout frecd itsell and went drift-
ing downstream, two ricn in the water clinging to the gunwales, one aboaurd. The
men in the water finally manisged to haul thomselves over the slde, and the three
were carried down along the side of the river until their boat hlt another which
was enmeshed in some brushe. One of the men cuaushl hold and all three climbed
into tho othor boat and thence to the shore. Their own boat and all the equipe
ment 1t had oarried were lost, bhut the wen 1mude their way back along the shore

10 the erossing whoere they tried uguin. In the meountime other craft had beon
launched und fared better.

The second boat with 3/Sgt Donuld B Hull in charge loaded without mishap,
Using eight paddles, the squad headed struisht ucross the rive. and landed farthe
upstream than any of the subsoruent boats. 3gt imll walked downstream along the
bank, 8/8gt Georgoe & Durton walkod upstrens o jool for the tape which they know
was to mark the path inland. Hull at Llast e inbe wion who had waded and swun
ashore from the third boat,

8/Sgt Carl W Stine had loaded his nmen 1nto the third boat without trouble,
But, in landing, they misoalculated the depth und owiftness of the water. Wwhen
they neured the far shore, onc of the englnecrs told 5/5pt Joseph J Charles in
the bow to jump out in whot he thousht was shallow walor, and hold tho boat for
the others to disembark, Ghorios jusped, found hinsell in water up to his walst.
In jumping, moreover, ho kicke . the bost ol inka the stream snd it drifted away.















