General Subjects 3ection
ACADEMIC DEPARIMENY
vHE INFANLRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgla

ADVALCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSy
1948 - 1949

OPERATIONS OF wHE 1S% PLALTOON, CCHMPANY B, $19U1H INFANTRY
(0OTH INFANTRY DIVISIOH) IN wHE ASSAULT ON tHE SIEGFRIED
LIKE A1 WALL=ENDORF, GERNAKNY, 7-1% FEBRUARY 1945,
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGH)

(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader)

‘ype of operation described: RIVER CROS3ING INTO ARD AY.
LACK ON A FORLIFIEDL POSIVION Av WIGHT,

Captain u. i, Cunningham, Infantry
ADVARCED IntalvkY OFPICKIS CLASS NO I



designed to dlscourage fraternizstlon was shown to the as-
serbled battalion. ©On the afterncon of iLke 6th the company
commender addressed the compeny snd stated thet Division G-2
had reported that eighty per cent of the Germans in the pill
box infested areec about to be invaded actually wented to sur-
render.

On the evening of the 6th a hot meal was fed just prior
to darkness during which Lime the cempeny suffered & Iew
casualties from enemy artillery which had become increasing-
1y active gs the day raced on and which continued to lncrease
in volume on into the night. Immediately after the meal
religious services were held fur tiwue who cored to stbtend
and the remainder of Lho ovonlng wus spent in making last
minute preparstlons for the forthcoming uttack which jumped

off according to the plan and schedule previcusly outlined,
UHE ALTACK

At 0130 hours, 7 February 1945, eccording to plan,"
friendly artillery beguan to Lombard the derman side of the
Oour River which wee the Siegfried Line. The bombardment
continuwed until 0300 hours which was the time appointed for
it to 1lift,

At 0200 hours the Battalion moved oul in route column
and proceeded along the pre-determinec route shown on #ap Il
to the crossing slie.

order of compenies was ¢, B, A with 1 platoon of the
t.cavy muchine pgunu of Company 1> uttaclhed tu wach ol' the two

lead compunies. Tne Blum wmortars oif Company D wers 1In posi-



tion between Kleinvelsdorf and the foot of :Hill X, (See
Msep I1) ‘They had registered during the afternoon and at
0230 hours, along with all other weapons in the area, they
were to fire in support of the attack.

The order of platoons wvithin Company B was 2nd, 1st,
3rd, and 4th. Company &nd platoon command groups marched
at the head of the units which they commanded and an inter-
val was maintained which would permit visual contact with
the man immecistely preceding, This interval was, of
necessity, short as the night was very derk and a 1light rain
was falling. Each lesdor was required to wear a plece of
Juminous tape sbout 1 inch by 2 lnches on the bauck of his
helmet to fmcilitate econtrol.

Words cannct describe the fury of the artillery bombard-
ment which wus f2lling on the cther side of the river. As
far ms one could see artlllery and mortar shells of all sizes
wore bursting constantly. So intense wes Llite fire that the
lendscape was almost cont.inuously 1lluminated and to make
oneself heard was practically impossible.

211 went well until the head of the column wes Just
starting the deacent of Lill X to the river. This must have
been about 0230 hours for, at that moment, sll of the small
arms in the area opened up as planned. This noise added to
that of the mtillery preparation already ln progress,
croated a din thet defles description.

One ol tie wachine pung of g triendly unit had been laid
sli.hitly too low snd it was riring gcraging {ire with oc-

cuslonnl trecers alon: the length of Hill X about 20 yards
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to the right of the column, Someone unidentified perhaps
thinking that tho battalion hed been surrounded, yelled,

NGo PO THE OVHER SIDk OF Tk HILLI" MNever was a command

more promptly obeyed. In a matter of seconds, except for

the command groups end possibly a very few others, that which
pefore had been a well-organized column was a fleeing mob.
Almost en masse and in a quite disorderly fashion, the entire
group executed a right flank to the reverse slope of Hill X,
A fow seconds prior to this, 3 or 4 light artillery rounds
exploded near the head of the column and produced e few
casualties. Althouph the friendly machine gun continued to
fire, no one in this proup was injured by 1t.

The reasder can readily imagine the chaos which resul ted
from this untimely sounding-off, Ceutlon was abandoned and
loaders went about shouting for thelr men by name. 'his may
apem to have been ill-advised, but it actually was not; for
since the shouts could hardly be heard in the lmmedlate
vieinity, they surely could not be heard across the river
several hundred yards away. Further, this was the only pos-
sible means of restoring organizatlon.

Aftor a time the units were reorganized, ond Company G,
the lesding company, began itis crossing. As previously
stated, the river was at flood stage and its current was
swift., This slowed the operation conslderably. UGerman
artillery and airvecti fire began to lund in the vicinity to
further complicate matters. <The column now moved toward
tho river in slow stages advancing only as the uen loaded

on bogts manned by Lhe enpineers and were ferriod scross
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the river. The curront was so swift that the boats would
be carried seversl hundred yards downstream before they
cculd reach the fmr shore.

Companies B and C and one platoon of Company A hed
crossed the river at approximately 0630 hours when it be-
ceme evident that deylight was going to arrive before the
reneinder of the battallon could bs brought over. These
units were in an assembly area on the river bank; an area
which was completely exposed except for darkness. Neither
friendly nor enemy artillery was active at this time and the
scene was comparatively quiet. These units remaeined in this
aren unmolosted for about 45 minutes while the battelion com-
mand group was crossing the river. This group, daylight,
and German small erms fire arrived simultaneously. The fire
was coming from enemy-occupled plll boxes many of which
could not be seen becsuse they were slmost perfectly camou-
flaged.

The battslion (-) might be sald to hsve been pinned
dovm and several casualties were suffered. The entire group
was 1lying on the ground almost heaa to foot -~ no disper-
sion whatever.

Porhaps 2 or & minutes after the initisl enemy small
arms fire had been recelved and it become evident that the
Germans were flring from the pill boxes, the battslion con-
mander and the two compuny commenders suddenly jumped to
their feet and in trus Hollywood style, shouted and viaved
the unit forward to asssult Lill Y,

Phe battultion (=) moved out in w line of sleirmlshers
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with Company ¢ on the right. (lhe writer is unable %o find
written reference to the fact that one platoon of Company A
was present at this time. lowever, it is believed that the
platoon was attached to Company C and that some time later

in the day, when the remainder of Company A had crossed under
a smoke screen, it reverted to its parent unit.)

The topographical crest of Hill Y was reached without
difficulty except for the steepness of the slope and the fact
that, as the crest was nearcd, an enemy machine gun which
had been by-passed fired into the back of Company C. By
0825 the battellon {-) was digging in on the line shown on
Map III. (18) 11l Y was quite steep and at this point the
battalion was aboud 200 yards from the river. The assault
was made with every man firlng his weapon continuously.
Leaders had to conslunily encoursge Lhely lien in order to keep
them moving, 8o steep was the ascent,

Units were in tne same relative position on Hill Y in
which they started the assauli. No perimoter was formed and
the companies intrenched in a comparatively stralght line.

By this time enemy artillery lincluding HNebelwerfer#, mortars,
and small amas had become active again and inflicted a few
more casualties,

A4s the day wore on several prisoners were taken and
wlebelwerfor was a btype of Gemaen rocket artillery. The
shells made a serseching sound in flight, ana so 1t was a
paychologleal as well as & casualty producing weapon.

(18) A - Secb. VII, 7 PFeb 45; B - p. 5.
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others were seen to be wading the river to surrender to the
sierican forces on the other side.

Tho platoon leader of the lst Platoun of Company B was
called to the Compeny CP at approximstely 1500 hours and
there he was told of the plan for the night which was to
form the porimeter shown on Map IIX. By 1500 hours this had
Peen done.

The greater part of the lst Platoon of Company B was
near the foot of :ill ¥, but tike platoon leader was ordered
to remain with the smaoller portlon of his unit nsar the top
of the hill so that he would be nearer the Company CP gince
radlo and wire communication were non-exlstent vithin the
company., “The dampness had rendered the SCR 556 radio in-
operative, and wire had not been installed.

The remalnder of Company A had croased the river under
a smoke screen during tie day and the company was ordered to
attack Vallendorf and outpost the high géoﬁnd to the north
and east, Company A reported the town.éiéared by 2015 hours,
(19)

During the nizht of 7-8 PMebruary the 2nd Battalion suc-
ceoded in crossing 27 men ln addition to the part of Company
P which had made the crossing the preceding nipght in the
vicinity of Hoesdorf. (See HMap IIX) Devastating artillery
fire prevented more crossings and wrecied the Loats of Lhe
Zrd Battalion vwhich hiad beon ordered to cross the river,
(20)

(19) A - Beect, VIL, ¥ PFeb 45; b - p. 3; (20) A - Sect,.
VII, 8 Feb 45; B - p. & 0 43 L~ po 7.



In the aren of the lst Platoon of Company B the nlight
passed without incident other than artillery and Nebelwerfoer
fire. The rwost of this fire, however, was placed on the
river line itself. Inclement weather continued.

On the day of the 8th of February a limited number of
K Rations and blankets were secured by the platoon from the
vieinity of the original crossing site. These had been
carried down to the river by the lkitchen personnel of the
seversl companles of the battalion under cover of darkness
and the engineers had brought os many as possible across the
river undor heavy artillery fire. The K Rations were issued
only to those wio were without food for re-supply was un-
certain. The day was spent in Improving positions and the
weather remained unchanged., Enemy ertillery and sniper fire
continued, Again tiho bulk of the enemy artillery was con-
centrated on the river and possible crossing sites with the
obvious purpose of preventing supply, evacuation, brldging,

and the ¢rossing of more American troops. It accompllshed

its mission.

The night of 8-9 February psssed without noteworthy
event in the 1lst Baticllon sector a&nd the Znd end 3rd Bate
telions mode repeated attempts to cross the Our, but they
were hampered by ever-present and well-directed enemy artil-
lery concentrations. The 2nd Battelion did, however, suc-
ceed in crossing the remainder of Company ¥, (21)

Thyoushout the pericd 7-11 February the engineers,

both those 1n support ond those attached, sttempted to

(51) A - Sects VII, O rlob 48; b - . d; D - pe 7.



bridge the Cur, but every try was defested by the swiftness
of the river current or onemy artillery or boti. On 11
February all units on the German side of the river were still
being supplied as well as possible by boat. (22)

At approximantely 0600 hours 9 February the platoon
leader of the lst Platoon of Company B was awakened by a
runner of the 2nd Platoon who informed him that these tvo
platoons (lst and 2nd) were expected at the top of Hill ¥
prepered to move out in an attack in 30 mlnutes. (For LD,
see Map III) A lone man without eguipment would have donse
well to have climbec thls hill in that length of time.

The battslion had now been across the river almost
exactly 48 hours. This platoon had recelved a limited number
of K Ratilons, but no emuwunitlon and much hed been expended
in the initial attacl on Hill ¥, The supply of oll for viea-
pons was almost depleted as much had been required because
of the dampness of the weather,

X Rations were issued, blankets were plled hastily on
position, and the lst Plagoon nmoved out followed by the Z2nd
Platoon. The two units arrived at the line of departure on
Hill ¥ (See Map III) where Company C ané the rcmalnder of
Compuany B were assembled. The platoon leaders reported to
a very lmpatlent compeny Ccommsnder as the time was now
pbout 0720 and they were some 50 mlnutos overdue,

Phe platoon lesdler of the lst Plaloon received the
following aituck order: "You see thiat high ground above

wallendorf? We are golng to take thut. Yhe 2nd Platoon will
(22) 4 - Sger, VII, 11 Feb 4b; B - p. by L o= p,. 10,
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be on the right and your platoon will be echeloned to the
left rear, llove outl"

The area over which this attack was to be launched was
a curving ridge. It was relatively smooth, without trees,
and except for pill boxes which wers occupled by the enemy,
there was nothing on the surface save an occaslonal shell
nole to offer individual cover. There were soveral pill
boxes visible within this area and others which were there
could not be seen becauso of the camouflego.

Day was just breaking at this time and the attention of
Lhe company commandaer was cualled to a column of Germans on
the horizon approximutely 500 yards awsy in the direction
of the proposed attack., A counterattack was feared and
everyone took position behind the retalning wall which was
the line of departure. The counterattacic dic not material-
ize and in 2 or 3 minutes the attsck was on the way. It
followed the route shown and 1t stopped at the polint 1in-
dicated on Lap 111.

Company B moved out us ordered to be followed by Compa-
ny C. The platoon of heavy machine puns from Coupany D was
still attached to vompany B and they were to move out with
the 3ra Platoon which was In support. The company command
group rollowed the lst Platoon. No time had been allowed
for getting units orgunized into any fowmation for this at-
tack and the lst and &nd Flatoons moved out in a sort of open
column with all wen walking at top speed and iring on pill
boxes or any other features whilch wlcht hartior eneny soldlers,

After an advunce ol about ©00 to SUO yurds in this wenner,
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enemy machlne gun and rifle fire was received from the left
flank of the colunn snd it produced several casualties, The
platoon leader of the 1lst Platoon directed seversl of his
mon to fire on thls group of enemy for they were plalnly
visible outside n pill box -- a machine gunner and several
riflemen., This order was immediately carrled out ana the
Gormens started to abandon the positlon just as the company
commonder ordered these men to stop firing on this group and
continue in the atiuck. The enemy forthwlth resumed the
poslticn and the fire fight and continued to inflict casual-
tles on the company.

Just atter passing this position, the Znd FPlatoon bore
of'f toward the loft of the Intended roubte snd the leader ol
the 1lst Platoon, upon order of the Company Commancer, diroct-
od his men te chenge Lhelr route of advence farther to the
right, ©This was done and whon the two platoons were a-
breast, they wore Lit ulti withering swmall arms, ertillery,
end mortear fire. “he rifle srd nechine gun {ire wus in-
tens¢, but no enemy nor enemy positions were visible., 'The
firs came from all sides.

sctuelly, the Germans had asllowed the columm to pet
well within their position before they let go with all they
had, Company C, end the lkachine uun Pletoon of Compeny D
wore cubt off and withuarew to thelr former positions and Come
pany B wus thus isoluted lrn the position shown on Hldge b
ot 1111 Y. (&ee iiup II1)

when the UYormans opened up 8l wen it the pround end

the lesdors allaiptea Lo form a dufleliovive perimeter. Litile
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coulé be sccomplished in this direction and with a very
little adjustment of position, £ll stayed as noar the
ground as possible and attempted to dig in.

The 1st and 2nd Flatoons were in some semblance of a
line with the 1st Flatoon on the right. The platoon leader
of the 1st Platoon and the platoon sergeant (a few minmutos
before he had been the platoon guide) took refuge in a shell
hole which was szbout 50 feet in rear of the line. It could
not be dug deeper =o the dirt locsened by the sliell burst
wus piled up around the crater for added protection. Vord
was received to, "Hold what you have",

A check reveslaed that the platoon sergeant, 2 squad
lesders, end at least 2 men had been wounded ancd 4 others on
the right flank of the platoon had been killed. 4ll squads
woere now led by assistant squad lenders.

Nebelwerfer, artillery, and nortar concentrations rained
on the position. The morters were so close that the ex«
ploslons could be heard as the rounds left the veapons. The
enemy observation wess such that 1f one stuck his hand out of
a hole, 1t would Le shot at. The shelling continued, but
an expected counterattack did not come., \ord was received
during the morning thet Company A would attack Ifrom Wallen-
dorf and conbtact Company B, They were unasble to get mors
fhan 1¢0 yards out of town.

With the coming of derkness, all personnel pgot out of
their holes ena woliwed vr run around thew in an effort to

get warm, ‘This unit had been across the river 60 hours now
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without hot food or dry clothing end rein hed fallen in-
termlttently during the time. Further, though the position
was Just below the crest of a hlll, the holes filled with
water as thouph each was a spring. One could not dig to a
depth of more then 6 to 8 inches and so the men had not
stood in the water, they had laln in it-for protection. It
was nocessary to ball the water out of these holes each 15
to 20 minutes and that only prevented one from belng almost
entirely submergecd. Everyone on lhe position was as thor-
cughly wet as 1t is bumanly possible to get.

No further mention has been made of the wounded. 1t wa:
jmpossible to maberiplly sid them. There were no medical
supplies, and there wes no availsble comfortrof any sort,
Only rain coats and cnelter halves water sosked and muddy
ones, were avallable with which to cover these mun in sn ef-
fort to keep them warm. This was futile since they were ly-
ing on the wet ground and rain fell occasionally. The pla-
boon leader and Lhe platoon serpgeant visited vach of Lhe men
ir his positlon often during the night, but there wus little
in the way of encouragement to offer. <Yhough there was no
help in sight, not one complalnea., Wwhe only ald man re-
maining in the compuny had been left to wzan the battalion
aid stetion,

At 2400 beours vompany U had cleared three pill boxes
and had contucted Company B, (23) In the meantime Compeny
B had contlnued to be harassed by artillery snd moritar fire

as well as patrol wetion.
(23) A - Sect, VII, 9 Ieb 45; B - p, 4,
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with the arrival of Compeny C 1t was docided to attompt
to evacunte as many of the wounded &8 possible. Cne man
from the lst Platoon had to be carrled. This reguired at
least four men although 1t seemed that they could not be
spared from the 1ine.

wo lltter was avalleble nor was there anything from
which to improvise one except rifles and shelter halves.
mhis is a difficult feat even under ordinary ccnditlons,
but with everyone anda everything soeklng wvet, cold, &ana
muady it was next to impossible. There were few left on
the position who wele able to cerry thelr one-quarter of
the losd which the wounded imsn represented, so the platoon
sergesnt was sent on this mission, This party depaorted Lo
make thelr way through enemy territory to the battallion eld
station at about G100 hours on 10 February, but dawn ceme
prior to their arrival and they were compelled to gpend
the dey in a pill box in the enemy line.

Snow fell durin. this day (1oth) as well as rain., Sev-
eral attempts were mude to supply lhe position by lialson
plane, but the sipplies feall into eneny hancs on evel'y oC-
casion. The enemy continued all types of [ire on tie posi-
tlon, but 1t waos nailnly of a harassing nature now. Sevarel
harassine patrols contacted Lhe company, but thelr f'lre was
not often returned unless they ceame very close to the posi-
tion.

Larkness cwie on the night or 10-11 rebruary and the

men again got out ol thelr noles and poved about in an of-
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fort to get warm. iHany were so celd and weal thev they
could take the low step out of thelr holes only after re-
peated attempts and some of those who attempted to run
could not,

About 2200 houvs the company commander, who with the
adveont of darkness had gone to the battallon CP, returned
with the news that the compeny was to be relieved very
shortly. In approximately one hour the relieving unit ar-
rived, It was thut part of Company C which was not alresdy
on position, Company B started the infiltratlion back
through enemy lines for they had not yet been completely
cut. Just how this was accomplished without serious incident
1s a matter of conjecture as it was alwosl impossible to
maintain silence., Some men were woundod andg others had
frozen feet. To say thet this group was cold, wet, and lmn-
gry would certainly constitute an understatement. They were
soaked having loin in water for no less than 36 hours; they
were almost frozen hoving been practlically immoblile end
thoroughly wet in temper=ztures Lnet were c¢old enough ror
snow for a like period; and they were half-sturved, some of
them having gone through this period with as little as one-
third K Hation. “The ground was rough and wet and the night
was blaclt. Some were so misereble thut when an ankle was
turned or one would atumble snd hive to use a little added
energy to prevent a fall, he would cry aualbly and un-
ashamedly.

By approximately U400 nours on thwe 1ith the 1st Platoon

was in » pill box in the smie aresn Irom which 1t haa moved

|
oo



out on the morningy ol the 9th, Local security was posted
and the men were made as comfortable as possible for theo re-
mainder of the nlght.

on the morning of the 1Zth reorganization of the pla-
toon was begun and vord was recelved that with the coming
of darkness a composite platoon made up of the more able
member: of the lst and :nd Platoons would have to go back
to the position which they had so recoently left., This wuas
to be done each anlternate 24 hour period until further orders
wero recelved,

By the l4th of tebruary 6 or 7 men in the pill box oc-
cupied by the lst Flatoon had frozen feet and were unable
to weslk. “hut night they were evacuated to the battalion
ald station which was already fil}ed to overflowing.

cn the aftornoon of 15 February Company B was relleved
and moved to wallendorf where the men received tihelr first
hot meal and clean clothing in 8 days. ‘“he 1lst Platoon of
Company B which hed numbered 39 enlisted men and 1 offlcer
at the outset of this opernﬁion nx wus made up of 12 onlist-
ed men and 1 officer, Of the “7 cusualties approximately
50 per cant were the rusult of enemy action ond the remaln-
tng ona-half were due Lo sixposure,

By 12 Februery all & battallons of tlie §16th Infantry
had succeeded in crossing Lhe var, and on that day the Srd
Battollon passed throusiy the lsb Babtislion ond altacked
nertioeust frow Jallondort.  {(24)  Tho Lridgchewdt was securved

gt Ghe reciment continued Lo ndvance Into Gemauny.
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LESS0NS

Some lessons brougnt out by this operation are:
) 1. & river crossing into an enemy fortified area at
‘i\night requires much prior planning and preparation on the
pert of all concerned.

2, Every effort should be made to thoroughly brief

each participant in sn attack in which overhead supporting

| fire 1s to be used,

5. In a frontel attuck on an enemy fortified asrea all
availeble wespons should rire on the enemy position regard-
less of whnether he is visible,

4, In u difflcult operstion, both subordinate and
higher commanders should strive to maintaln close lialson.

5., If an attack 1s to pass through enemy occupled posi-
t{ggg, atbaciting personnsl should keep moving in order to
present a poor target to the enemy.

6. Small units such as platoons and compunies in at-
tacking a fortified aresa, should cleer that area of enemy
as they advance.

7. In a river crossing operatlon, aasquate preparation
requires nore than the usual number of medical personnel
and supplies.

8. A moblle counterattaclklng force is a prsresauisite
for tire successiul defense ol a river line against a de~

ternmlnad enemy.



