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UNIT: 3d Bn 312th Inf Rlegt, €O0th Inf Div

PERIOD: 8 - 28 Nov 1944

ACTION: LORRAINE Campailgn (G 0TLE ° MIED kiver Crossings)
SOURCE: Capt James L. Tong, $-0, 4d Bn

PLACE AND DATE OF INHTLRVIVW: PABEPHAUSKE, OATRIAITY, &d Bn CP,
1H Tane 1940 .

INTERVIEWER: Lt S. J. Tobin

MAPS: 1/50,000 - Title sheet o (5G6S_No
MUTZ 5415 4471
NOMENY 54-14 4471
ST AVOLD 35-15 4471
CHATIAU SALING 55-14 4471
SAARGUEM1VES 55-13 4471
SARRE UNION 56-14 4471

Note: Bn Unit llistory was used ss a basis for the interview.

On 8 Nov, during the jump of'f to cross the SI'ITLE River, the 3d
Bn was in regimental reserve in the vicinity of JOANDKLINCOURT.

The neit day the 5d Dn nilssion was to pasa throursh the 1st Bn
briagehead and take the town ol pPUZIFUX (000805) and the south portion
of DELME ridge. The Bn jumped off 1n the attack from along the road
east of CRAINCOURT (96551H) with K Co on the lert ana I. Co on the
right. The mission was completed Ly nightfall, the ridge and the
town were occupied againsat practically no resistunce. Wlaborate en-
trenchments and defensive positions were found in the area. From the
top of the ridge some 200 enemy infantry woere seen retreating in the
direction of YOCOURT (00535%). gJome 42 PWs were taken in PUZIRUX.
That evening patrols werc sent into DRIMNT. (015528) snd contact was
made with elements of the &bth Div. I, Co occupied PUZIEUX and K Co
was on the southern part of the ridse during the nisht.

The next morning 10 Nov, the 4d Bn attacked with all three com-
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panies abreast. K Co took XuoouI!! by approximately 0900 and L Co

took TINCRY (030347) by 1150. K (o attacked 111l 326 (025360) during
the afternoon but was thrown ovock suffering severe casualtles. The
hill was defended by a lsarce pilloox and several 20mm Af puns. K Co
lost 38 men including 2 off'icers anda 10 men killea,; 20 PiWs were taken
during the f'ighting. After suffering severe loscses the company with-
drew to XOCOURYT. Only sli:ht resicgtance wayg met durlng the duy by

the other companies. "The in held positions in tho area for the nicht.

The next morning 11 Nov, the in atbtacked bLowaru the east; K Co
on the Bn left flank capturcd 1111l 3246 by 0900. The AL guns and most
of the enemy defending the h1ll haa withdrswn during the night. Mean-
while I Co took PRFVOCOURT (041359) and the attack was continued to-
ward the SE and HANNOCOURT (051351) was taken by 1300 against very
lizght resistance. Vehicles ol the u#n ot mixea up in the vliecinity of
HANNOCOURT with elements of a Task orce ol the 4th Armd Div which
had been sent to help the JHth hiv clenr the BOI3  de SER#WS WOODS SW
of the town{ A fire ficht was going on in the woods during the after-
noon and harassing artillery {ire fell in HAZNOCOURT auring the alter-
noon.

The next day 12 Nov, the 1in assembled in the town and moved out
to FROIMERY (076364) closing 2t 1400. No resistance was met and a few
stragelers who had remained In the hown wore taken prisoner. They
crossed a foot bridge at ¥R MY ana moved up on the hich ground east
of the town and spent the ni:hit in the vicinity.

The next morning 19 lov, the Bn moved north and swept the BOIS de
LUCY woods by about 1230. The woods were clear and no enemy were
tound. After combing the woods Lhey moved down to CHICOURT (1036)

and remained 1n the town until 15 Nov 1n reserve.
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During the 15th of lov the 3n moved to DESTRY (1639). In the
vicinity of the town eclecrments of the 4th and 6th Armd Divs were shoot
ing at each other. 'The day was very fog=y and visibility was bad.
Units of the armored alvislons caught flecting glimpses of each other
through the breaks in the fom. 7They were moving on more or less
parallel routes and recorsnition was practlcally impossible under the
exlsting conditions. WMo damage was done to either party to the best
of Capt Long's knowled;e.

On the 16th of Nov the pin moved north and combed the BOIS de
BRULANGE woods and then crogsed the river at avout 1500 at BRULANGE
(1342) and continued along; the wmaln road to TANDRORh (178415) closing
at 1800.

The Bn remained in LANDROFF during 17 Nov and moved out the nex:
day to VILIER (203436) where they remained until 21 Nov. Activity w:
confined to maintsining defonsive positions and sending out patrols.
The enemy was lnactive in the area throushout the period.

On the 21st of Nov the Bn moved up to the vicinity of GUESSLING
HEMERING (2248). No regsistance was encountered, however some artill
fell in the area durlng the night.

During 22 Nov, the ;)n moved up to VAHL (189482), still in reser

The next day 2% Nov they moved into FAULOUEMONT (1750), remaini
there until the morning of the 25th. The 3d Bn mission for the atte
on the 25th was to pass through the 2d i3n in the viclnity of TRITTEI
(185539) and attack northwara to breech the MAGINOT line and take tl
high ground in the vicinity of DOURDIAT (215560). The Bn moved out
FAULQUEMONT at 0600 and passed throuch the 2d Bn northéast of TRITTI
ING with I Co on the risht and 1 Co on the left. LAUDREFANG (20054!
was taken by 1200. The fort on the hill was taken without much re-
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gsistance as it was defended only by small arms fire. Direct {ire was
received from 11ill 3902 (200549) which wag in the 317th Inf sector.
One of the supporting tanks was knockea out and several casualtles were
suffered from this fire. During tLhe afternoon I, Go combed the woods
north of DOURDHAT end I Co took the CrsTRLEMNG ridge south of LONGEVILLE
(2058). Pillboxes in the arcsa were taken with comparative ease after
being fired on by the 90mm ;;:uns on the 5Ps of the 610th TD Bn. All
objectives were takon by 1G00. The pillloxes were defended only by
a few snlpers in the aren and althoush some of them contalned French
guns they were not usable for some unknown 1reason. Positlons were con-
solidated for the nisht in the vicinity of LOURDIAT, the woods north
of the town and the CASTELBIRG rid:fe south of LONGFVILIIL.

The next morning the Bn jumped ofl in the attack toward ST AVOLD
(2557). I Co moved from the woods norih of DOURDHAT SE to VALMONT.
(243546). K Co moved out behind I and T followed 1n reserve. (Con-
siderable mortar and harassing artillery fire was recelved. The 3d
Bn consolidated positions on the high ~round east of VALMONT during
late afternoon. The 1lst Tin relieved the 5d Iin in position on the
high ground NE of VAIMOUT south of 37T AVOLD at 2030 and the Bn moved
back into DOURDHAT for the nicht.

The next morning 27 Hov, the n moved into ST AVOLD about 1200,
the lst Bn having taken the town earllier in the day. They spent the
night in ST AVOLD and moved out the next day 28 Nov to the vicinity
of HOMBOURG HAUT (3059). Durin;; the remainder of the period the Bn

outposted the avea between TOMBOURG HAUT and BETTING (3359).



