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ulams 2d Bn, 419th Inf, B80th inf Div
CuRTCDy 17th Dec 44 to 25 Jan 45
ACT1C:  Reducling the Bulge

S0URCL: Capt george W Harmon, 8-1, 2d 2n, 316th inf
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;..’g:  TRIER, ARLON, Scale 1/100,000 and 1/50,000.
LWwPERVIEWER:; Lt &+ J. Tobin
Interview conducted with records.

Tiwe 2d Bn, 319th “af was in posltion at LUZDINBACH oot of SASD-

ZIGCGa where they were training in preparation to atlacking the gIng-
ey e s U : [ oo 2 s 3 &
¥I{ED Line. n 17 Dec 44, the ©n moved to the vicinlty of IOILR2aSH
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scutheast of SAAREGUEMINZS., There they were alerted to cipcclh a

counterattack and to prepare to take URBACE o5 a liaited =hleclive Lo-
o s} 1.0 T — T e = o AP e
Jore altacking the SEIGFRILD defenses., ater, on the alt~rnonn of

18 Dec 44, the 3Br rscelved notice to prepare for a lornz mobor noarch.
Lt 2300 eorders came canceling 2ll plans and alerting the Latitalion fox
movement northward.

on the afternoon of 12 Dec 44, they were rolisved by the 25th Cav
of the 4Eh Armd Div. Relief was completcd by 1C30 asnd Lhe beblallion
pulled back to JOBLING eust of LOLRSACHE. There, they faod the troops
ol chow and then moved out on the march to LUXZMBOURG louving the
the town at 2000, The coluan passed throuch st AVOLD, iws to
LUNDus URG. Thelir mission was to take defensive positions norbth and
ccet of the city of LUXEMDOURG.

oy 1500 on 20 Dec 44, the 1lst Bn 319th Inf reached 2EGTIN about

15 miles south of the city. Qhe vattalion wuas placed in regimental
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rosorve and they billeted the troops and spent the night thove.
on the morning of 21 Dec 44, orders wore mecelved to o wlie

hotibalion to TU ﬁ‘I NGEN northwest of LUXIEMBOULG clby. &L othe time, the
ioiand 3d 3ns, 319th were there. That evening =t 2100, oidsrs cuwc

oo Div for the regiment to relisve the remmants of the
viicl wos holding a line Just north of VICHTEK. They werc Lo abtback,
Lot n on the right, 3d ©n on the left and the 2d in resorva. ihcy

hod no definite objectlve, orders werc to push Lo the ncerih bthrough
the 22th Div which was holding the line in the viecinity ol ViICHUTLIl.
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00 102%th Inf £ th Div met with the Bn commoanders of the S10Uh
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to brief them on the situation. he remalnder of the doy woo gp
in checking eguipment .

on the morning of 22 Dec 44, the regiment moved out Ifrou the

d Bnnovog still
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asseimbly area in the approaibh march to VICIHTEN. The
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1l resorv +he routs was
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» and they shuttled their troops by truck.
SMTTTINGIY, SUSCHDORF to VICHTEN. The battaleon closod at VICHTEN at
he battalion sebt up in VICHTEN and began preparing dolonscs.
noanvhiile, the 1lst Bn had takon ODERFEULEN and the 3d Bn had talion

syl of IERZIG. &t 1800, LE TUol Pauul Dandy- called Trom »r siwant mnd
anilil to asgsemble the company C0s and the pn staflf and to grepare Lo
movs . gapt Harmon assembled the stall, the Bn €0 returned and gave

i bhe lssion which was to pass through lst Bn lines ob QL WSULEY

abbaclk HEIDERSCHIED the night of 22-83 pec and hold until rcelieved.

sbhached to the battalion were 2 medium tanks from go ¢ 702 7k Bn,
55 90mm 7Tps from GlOth 7D Bn. The Bn moved out shortly alter 1800

on €2 Dec 44 in the following crder; I (o as advance guard with the

2 medium banks as direct support; 2 Tps, £ Co, ilg Co, G Co nnd the
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~ oremainingeg 7os followed at the rear of the celwmn. I Co hnd one heavy

“

s ploatoon and the mortar platoon attached to F Co and one

X

eioon abtached to B Co. ‘hcy advanced with u minimum of gchilicles,

£
Llin radio and command vehlicles Lelng disperged througshout bthe column.
piie 205t PA Bn was 1in support and a rQ was with botn I and [* companlies.
st babtulion moved thegs/ infantry by truck to OLERFEULEN. There they
detirucked and Jumped off inﬁgttuck on HEIDERSCHIED at 2300 on the

Bt of 22 pec 44, Visibility was excellent, the weather wus cleny

cold and there was 2 bright full moon. They procacded along
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ther road [rom OBERFEULEN to IIEIDERSCEREID. Patrols were sent out iIn
Tfront of the battalion to screen the woods alengs the road Loward
AOTDERSCIEID.  The patrols made no contact with the enemy 2nd the
vatbulion roached the high ground south eaast of the town by CL200 on
28 Dec 44. A patrol of 6 men from E company wnos sent in to ccout the

wr. dhey fetgrned shortly and reported the buildinrs occupled LY
Tocmy afmod with automatic weapons and much vehlcular asctivity 1n
L town, |

LY 0250 on 23 Dec 44, the battallion deployed for the assuullt on

Lo town. I Co on the right and 5 ¢o left, with G Co in rearrveo,
he abback jumped off from the high ;round.and wvas mebt by hecsvy auto-
antle small arms fire from the road interscction (7237445) in tho south-
angt part of the town, an assault gun (75mm) and 2 long's, onn on ceach
side of the road guarded the approaches from that direction. ps the
leudlng clements of E Co approached within about 100 yards of the pos-

ired

L—o

ition, the uG on the assault gun and the two supporting HMGs
tracers at the attacking forces. pBurp gun fire was directod at the

taroets indicated by the tracers.
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1> co was held up and they called up the & leadlng lLani.c. +he
tanls moved up along the road and ran into a mine Tisld ab (742441,
riie regimental mine platoon which was with the battallion vas sent
Jdown Lo clear the field. MNeanwhile, the ausault gun In btouwn fired st
thie Lank but missed striking the mine ficld in front of the tank, snd
ciploded the fiedd. The tank fired at the flash from the assault gun
setbing 1t on firec. The resulting illuminatlion snabled T Co to drive

the Cormans sway from tholr positions and t ake the genduarme Hostcl,

™y

& large stone bullding next to the assault gfun position. he tuanls

}_

moved bhrough the gap 1in the mine field and by 0500 [ ¢o weld four
}onscé in the southeast corner of town.

leanwhile, F Co was led down by mortar and aubtomatic osmell arms
firec. Artillery was out of range and they were not able Lo contact
Liv artillery by radio, the distance bein; too grcat. st 0330 F
go was ordered to move around to the left and enter the town from the

r

veagb. Thls they dld and by house to house fizhtling the town was

clearod by 1130. 15 PWs were taken and the cnemy vilthdrew Loward
the northwest of the town. A'civilian reported 200 encnmy had bLeen
in HIJIDERSCUHEID. At about 0900, 2 enomy reccon cars und o halil-track
caae toward the town from the direction of ELHMEM, to the northeast.
They withdrew when fired on by the 7Ds which had come up durius the
previous action.

The toﬁn had just Leen cleared when an e¢nemy armorcd c¢olumn of
tanlis and half-tracks was obscrved'going toward LSCHDOR to the southi-
wesl along the road crossing the ridge at (705456). They moved the
TDs and Bn AT platoon tc the southwest of HEIDERSCUEID where they
fired con the column for a durabion of about 20 minutes. Durins the
petion, they hit and stopped & of the enemy vehlcles.
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At about IZ200 ‘the battalion had begun to prepnare dclousszg cboub
Elic tovn when a counter attaclt struclk. About 200 encmy inlnnbry (PwW
statement) attacked up the wooded draws from the north and northwest
oi’ the town. E ¢o which was defending the north sector of the town
¥illed the CO and the radioman of the attacking ensemy infonitry unlt

in addition to inflicting other numcrous casusltics on them. 7They

viithdrew back down the draws and did not show themselvss during the

At the same tlme as the infantry started to attack, 11 onemy banks

attacked the town, 7 attacking from the northeast coming cross country

vi1ile 4 tanks moved in along the road from the east. The man on the

enet gectlon started to run, Lut were stopped by lajor greausl I

FORS
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williams pn Exec and Capt wWilliam H Chamberlin, ¢o of p go, who ot
& 2 2 ()

Liiem buack to thelr positions. The tanks were attackinz wibhoub infont-

vy support and when they moved up withiln range of bazookns I were

LY

ocked out by the men of I* co. The tanks found thelr positlion un-—

terabls and started to withdraw about 1230,

¥
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the rest of the day reorgsnizing and preparing defoense

Meanwhile ajor gamuel L Williams ran back ané sot tha ps Into

nosibion to fire on the enemy tanlis and defend the town whovro they

knocked out 4 tanks as they retreated. In addltion arnother enemy

}=

anlt wno knocked out by our tanks. /1l together 7 of thae I

4.
attaclc-

g encmy tanks were knockod out.

After 1300, the enemy action bogged down and the battalion spent

[

& .

puwiring ‘the day, the lst 3n took KEIMMAN and the 3d In tnrck

CITDLTCCUEIDERGRUND and TADLER.

AL 2300, 23 Dec Dec 44, the Battallon recelived ordcrs ' sond

cn at 0500 on the 24th to relieve I Co of the 3d JBn at [L1L BICLIEILIN~
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