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ACTION: Attack across Our River'zﬁto Siefried Line.

SOURCE: Lt Col Paul Bandy, CO 2nd Bn, 319th,
- Capt John Leake Jr, S5-3 2nd Bn, 319th Inf,
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Previous to the attack by the 319th Inf across the Our River on
Feb 7. the regiment was concentrated in town in the vicinity of the
attack area., The lst Bn was in REISDORF (944718), the 2nd Bn in
MOESTROFF (923418), and the 3rd in BETTENDORF (907428), where the regi-
mental CP was located.

The 2nd Bn had no special preparation nor adequate time for re-
COnhaissance-prior'to the attack on the 7th. As a sort of a prelimi-
nary to the crossing of fhe Our, the 2nd Bn did cross the Sauer River
near MOESTROFF on the 5th but conditions were unlike those enqountered
under battle conditions. There was no shell ?ire, no darkness, ample
time, and the river at the point of crossing flowed smoothly., On the
night of the 5th the 150th Engrs brought their assault boats into
HOESDORF.prcparatory to the crossing qperation. A disassembled Boot—
bridge was also hauled into the town. The same night 1st Lt Gerald J.
Foley, S-2 2nd Bn 319th, and T/Sgt E. W. Harrell, reconnoitred the ex-
act point of embarkation -- just southeast of HOLSDORF (940436), On
the Cth T.t Col Bandy and his company commanders, from an OP on the
near shore, got to see the crossing site and the attack zone beyohd
fhe river, Visibility was poor, however, and little information or
deﬁail was gafhered from the visual reconnaissance. The BEn had no
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ground reconnaissance on the enemy side of the river,

As planned by the engineers and infantrymen, a dispatch point
was to be set up where the boats were to be stacked--about 300 yards
from the crossing site, Here 9 infantrymen and a manning crew of 3
engineers would obtain the boat and carry it to the point of embarka-
tion. At the river's edge a control point would handle the launching
of the boats, Located on the enemy's bank would be another control
point to assist in assembling the troops and handle the return of the
boats to the far shore. Conditlons which arose at the time of cross-
ing prevented the plan from being carried out.

The 2nd Bn planned to cross in a column of companies, with four
assault boats moving across at a time carrying approximately a platoon.
At 2000 on the night of the 6th the Bn left MOESTROFF and; after cross-
ing the Sauer, moved via a trail to HOESDORF, prepared to cross the Our
River at H hour, 0200, (subsequently changed until 0300 and not actuaié
ly getting started until after three).

Shortly after OZQO on the 7th our artillery began a preparation
which lasted for 45 minutes. It was the typical artillery fife pre-
cceding an attack, The corps artillery concentrated on commﬁnications,
counterbattery missions and CP's while the division artillery hit the
immediate objectives to neutralize the enemy fire and dislodge or de-
stroy his troops. Fifteen minutes before H-hour our artillery was
placed immediately 6pposite the crossing site and, after the crossing
operation started, about 0320, our artillery continued to fire for an
hour and a half. This fire had been planned to be shifted ahead of
the advance in 200 yard increments about every twenty minutesf

Enemy artillery began answering our fire shortly after 1t started.
and, when the crossing of troops started, artillery was falling thick
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and fast about the crossing site. The smoothness of the operation
as'planned wasg non-existent, The artillery threw both the engineers
and the infantry( of which about 25% were reinforcements going
intothéir initial action) into a state of coﬁfusion. To quote

Lt., Col. Bandy‘,“&nly the forceful@ness of the Bn Extec, Maj.
Williams and Capt., Christianson, Bn. S-2 150 Engr.,, resulted in
getting men across! The slope leading down to the river over which
the boats had to be carried was steep and caused trouble in the
darkness.Once down the slope,however, the river was easily accessible
.from the bank, The river was at flood stage though and flowing

so swiftlyxk that launching the boats, even from the favorable
bank, was not easy. Many boats capsized or they werex overloaded
and were swept downstream by the current. Others were sunk or
overturned by artillery fire. In the initial phase of fhe crossing
approximately fifty per cent of the boats capsized; however most

of the men returned to the near shore., It soon became evident

that the engineers couldﬁt return the boats to thee near shore so
they were beached on the far side, §<r

Under the regimental vlan the 2nd Bn. was to cross the river,

bypass the pillbxes id&ts path and move north tdsieze the high
ground (938454) behind the pillboxes overlooking the river. The ist
Bn. was to cross the river south and sieze the high.ground (959440)
to the south weExk east. While the lead-Bns were crossing, the
engineers were to construct a footbridge ovér which the third Bn.
would cross.Once across it would move along the'river and clean

out the pillboxes IyYPERXEAXRY¥XKREXREXBEXIREXWPEraAXI®R bypassed by
the other battalions. Difficulties incident to the crossing oberations
made it neeessary to subsequently alter the plan.
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- Spearheading the attacks@®of ther 2nd Bn across the Our R,
was F company. It was followed by E and G companiesgin the order
mentioned. Each of the two lead companies had attached a HMG
platoon from H company. The 81 mm mortors were emplaced back of
Hoesdorf. They were controlled by the Bn, C.0. and usef to do pin
point firing in the zone of advance, A F.0, was with the company
commander of each company.
In spite of the terrific artillery fire, about 60 men from
'F company and an equel number from E company got across the firét
night (early morning ?mtheb ) In crossing F company lost its
light machine guns and both comgﬁpes lost considerable equipment,
Once across}F company advanced into the draw about three hundred
yards from the crossing site, took a pillbox that resisted them
and then dug in.inxxxknxmxgnxx E company moved up behind F,
X(During the night of Feb,6-7 the engineers failed to get
e e A e -

a footbridge an@, - on the 7th)crossing operations
ceased, There was only a sporadic exchange of small arms and sniper
fire across the river but artillery fell heavy @n the crossing site
and in Hoesdorf, Capt. Mason, the arty laison officer, said he
estimated " 20A8:;§;1 in the town during the day‘a lot of which
was 150 mm", )(, A

From his O0.P, in Hoesdorf Lt. “ol. Bandy got a panoramic
view of the operation beyond the river, He could see the German
pil bures anﬁ:}hﬁ f*ejﬁ?fnrtifications around them,He coul#glso see
his understfzﬁkth com&gnies.alnndy across the river.

On the 7th the Bn mission was changed slightly with orders
to sieze the high ground directly in front of it.(950446). Companies
F and E made little progress toward the objective,

\7( On the night of 7-8 Feb.,  the remainder of the 2nd Bn.
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