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U%lT. 1st Bn, 319th Inf kezt
PERIOD: 7-28 Feb 1945
ACTION: Crosaing of SAUER Kiver

SOURGE: Maj arthur H Clark:

MAPS: G3G3 4414, 6103, ¢ONZ; 1/25,000

INTERVIEWER: T Sgt C J Anculo
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The rcginental plen for the cronoing of the SAUMK River on 7 Feb envisaged A s

two sites at wiich crossings wiere to be rorced. One attcupt was to be made at
HOESDORF (934%) by the 2d bn, another about 1000 yurds from the junction of the OUR
and SURE Rivers., The 24 Bn, on croscing, was to proceed up the overlookiﬁg_ridgéﬂm

and occupy this domirating terrain. Siuilarly, tac lst Bn was to secure.tﬁeﬁhiéhg

river cléarlng pillbbxés along the way, H~-hour was set for 0300 prééedédfby.é ;é-l
minute artlllery preparation. i

Prior to the attack the sole reconnaissance ccnsisted of a small patrel which
the night of the 6th walked alony the river betwecen HOESDORF and ﬂALLENDORF (9642)‘
ih search of a satisfactory crossing site, On the 6th daylight reconnaisaance W@s,,;
prevented by eneny fire from the cliffs overlookin; tlhe river, | ; i ..ﬁv;.“

In the artillery preparation that preceded the jump-off, artillery, small armg

]

and rocket-firing tanks participated. In addition .50 caliber multiples als"aup-
ported the attack. The 3d Bn in linear fermation along the ridge separ&tggg I

SURE and OUR Rivers fired small arms to assist the initial bombardment'
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mary aim of the preparation was to confuse the encmy as to the actual crOSsing
rather than to destroy his installctions. '

The lst Bn CP was 1ocated at KLEINREISDORF (9442) before the attack

]
tion of the impending crossing was received at 1300 on the 6th, Thirtyr;our
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assault boats were allotted to the battalion for the croscing. Each boat, contaian'

ing a load of 9 infantrymen was to be manned by u crew of three engineers., Bach < !

infantryman was well-supplied with ammunition, carrying in addition to a fdll belt;filu
three bandoliers of .30 cal. Both the A and P Plat and the AT Plat were employed =~

as ammnnitign bearers. Extra loads of bazooka, iortar and .30 cal. were carried.

«
Two aid_&ggggiefﬁﬁg-here with tlie assault troops. S3ince it was expected that there.q;&

would be a 24-hour interval beforc the construction of a bridge an extra artillery £
radio was brought along.
At 0300 the infantry, havin;; picksd up tho boats ut a forward assembly area 2@

(47428) and comnenced crossing; at 951430, C Co led, followed by B.Co. A oonsidérﬁﬁiﬁf

number of boats were lost in the assault crossing, By 0700 Cos B and C, each with.'ff;

a m&chiné-gun platoon attached, and the command group were across, and only three
or four boats remained. Co A suffered 40 casualties on the first day without haviﬁé;f
reached the river. The swift current, 8-10 miles per hour, impeded operations.

The enemy coﬁcentrated nmost of his available strength on the crossing of the

24 Bn at HOBSDORF. In the lst Bn sector at daylight tlhe enemy opened up with obf
served fire., The Germans fought from outside of their pillboxes utilizing their.c§@
mnnicatién trenches for this purpose.

The terrain of the far side was characteristié of the SAUER valley. From
the river to the road was flat flood plane, On the othor side of the road was a..'{;}

steep 40~foot bank which’h?,44xQ. off at the top. Then a 200-foot cliff}almost ver-

tica})walled in the area.
Ces .B and C were momentarily pinnod betwcen the river and the road, some seekiig‘
east along the road behind thc embankment. However with the increasing mortar and SR

artillery fire it became evident that to hold while plnned was impossible, The onlj B

line of action was to stoma the cliff and eliminate the pillboxes that lihed'ﬁhef

cliff and commanded the valley with fire and obsorvation. The machine guns_yé
set up hiong the river to fire in support. The companies rushed the hill and-
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initially captured 3 or 4 pillbox:es.

On reaching what had appeared as tho'crost the infantrymen dug in. However,'
from a second rise about 50 fect beyond waves of Germans advanced to oust the in-
faﬁtrymon from their dug in positions., Tﬁose attempts on the part of the enemy
were unsuccessful, By 1800 Co A had crossod and cnpbured WALLLNDORF (9642). The
night of the 7th, tucerefore, thc Bu was disnoced as follcws: Co A was in WALLEN~ -
DORF; Cos' B and C wore cxtended along; the ridze, and the Slmm nmortars were pési~
tioned at KLEINREISDOKF. Betweon the towm of WALLLLDU.T and the companieé on»the
ridgé was a gap covered only by the Ba CP located in &« pillbox near the river, |

The second day of tlic opzrution, the Otl, the n nlccion was to cloar the en-
tire ridgeline, thereby eliminntin: direct observation on the site for the proposed(”
bridge. Co A was directed to .iove uphill from walliiiwOidf, but was pinned by cross- -
fire from mutually supporting pillbozes.. Thc census was 25 casualtiess |

( § s Aasrdr = pnphr M) .
By the 9th, the supply gituction wag becoming critical. The men had carried B. -

units of K rations, sufficient for one day. 4ilco ammunition was lows To alleviatfr
this condition the liaison planes from division dropped ammunition and medical'supé'
plies, of which 80 poer cent landed in the Bn arca. After three days fighting the
average company strength was 80 fighting men., For the first four days the right
flank was wide open, the 518th Inf finally occunpdns BILESDORF on the 1Oth, Thejelsrﬁié
positioned behind the crest of tiho ridge south of the OUx fired concentfaﬁiéns on _f"

each pillbox to be assaulted.

On the 11th WALLENDOKF was cleared for the third time, the onemy continually,;ﬂ,

seeping back into the town. By this time the ridge was clear and the high groundi

beyond secured, Tiis day, 1lth, Co I returned to the 24 Bn. G Co likewise re~ -
verted to 2d Bn control but remained in position on thz left flank of the 1st Bn., . .

The night of the 1lth a ponton treadway was in just west of WALLENDORF by '

which the 3d Dn crossod. The total casualties for the operation were o#eftzoq.
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INSERT

Company B advanced Uthroucihi i cwoc obadded ith »illbores wiiich were by-pacsed,

to occupy a piece of hLizh grount (200440).  Dilis bregacicivg mencuvor cost the com-

pany 30 casualtics. Once on tiuoe L srournd bt esvviny Jut in, actually the-men

were cut off Lfrom the rest of Ui Lotbalina,

This sanio day a pillbox 100 ovae oo Lhe bot! Jior wnn loceted and neutralizod,

Also a pillbox along the rid=e houred nn axrtill “or obsoyver who dircected intense

nebelwerfer anl artillery firs ot tha clightont wove.c:t. In the croscing bangalore

t
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torpedos, satchel charses, cnd [liavblhironcr ooudment wors W

onooere atbtached, lioving down

On the third day, 9th, F uid & Coo {rom the
] H

the river road from oppocitec the loir ol [iUwsuu.s, Co o biok over ¢ Co's position,

s O T

and C went out to join 3 Co. Tiiin tool plieo Lho i3t of Lhe 92-10, The Tfollowing'
. J i 2

e

day, 10th, C Co and 4 Co contimad tn worh 1oy Ue vl70 elevrin pillboxes,



The £d Bn took lolsgobutad (2716) n 52 U0 on ceenricd the high ground
beyond.s On the 19th, t!2 1ot Lo 2 oo 1o tad o b el (267.6). The following
morning the miscion was rocecivaed fe L) i tonins of UbulSduwrdi (9749) and
KOKPERICH (9448). Tho attack .o Loaunched in colwm of conmanics aloiy the ridge-
line northward from kbWl L. - o 1a7, follewcd By ¢ s .. in that order,

8 Co turned west, dencondedl om Yo rilcs accons e vallay north of
OBunSGuGEN and ot up o delinoi=n »sitiar on s 2d 0 vemd w2at of the town. C
occupied a blockiug poziticr nont’ of L3 torm ils 0 nesled off and attacked the
town, All rcutes of azocupe Top 7o o f vava b 77 L- five,  Two hundred Eis
were cantured, Enuy nauironi seerved included 4 005, 0 755, o 150 How, osnd
goveral, 120 mortars. 4 hull Taie oPhwe faldeh sesedlsl Bhe abibicels,

Thae £d4 £Ln sent o coiironyr © neovyy GelianICil (9747).  Contact was egtablished
between the lot and 24 wuse Ga Lz 206 the Lobh 20 sovaed b E3TCHLINGED (9@51)
as flank protection Tor thwr +or:iront, The folloxin ) Ioy, 004, tic 24 Ba procecded

_to the same towvm. Lneny realotanes wan neclille in GOICIATLGADL, but stronger just

beyond.

On the Blzt the 8w Jesd Mvae didorand Blab wow i wLhaebheld o the division aud
Wag moving bto on asgctly srec in . menswad ctieindb: ol GUICIILINGII. This sanmoc
day 4 roadvloek dalfeided by © Tivar Ceonlsm won 813 4 LY By ke D3 oand 94 Do

Thic ol Mesedd Blhaes 7 17« osdan # o e Lldudncbiag of the readblocks

The lst i8n netorizel tuo eo~s nicr hr myeotoet 170 M1oen'e k] ir this pocition.



