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ULlT?: 1lst Bn, 3190th lnf 80th lnf Div

DLTChs 17 Doc 44 to 25 Jan 45

ACTION: Reducing the Bulge

SOURCE: 1lst Lt willlam P gweaney, 8-2, lst bn, 319th infl Regt
PLACE AWD DATE OF INTEZRVIEW: lst Bn CP KEHLEN, LUXIMBOULY, 2 Ieb 45

MAP3: geale, 1/o0,000; I'rance and Belgium Arlon Sheet 157, wiltz
Sheet 122; Luxembourg (sheot 22 and 25)

INTERVIEWER: 1st Lt 3 J Tobin

NTELVIEY conductoed with unit records.

The lst Bn 319th Inf moved from MERIEBACH to LOIRBACI on 17 Dec

4

i1s AL the time the Bn was in reglmental recuorve and waes Lraining

and making preparations to attack the SIEGRKIZD Linec. The bh itc=
mained in ROHRBA&CH durilng 18 and 19 Dec continuing its trolining pro-
crame. On the 19th they had heard about the bLLg GIKMALT breckthrougsh in
the I'irst U3 Army sector, and had been told of the possibllity of
chelr unit belng moved to ascist in checking the Germans. ovement
ordors came and the Bn left ROHRBACH at 2000 on 19 Dec. They noved
north to STEINSEL, LUXEMBOURG, goling by way of SAR RE UNLON, MLTZ,

and the City of LUXEMBOURG. March conditions were excellonts <The
viecathor was clear and cold. £full headlights were used cxcept in the
towns themselves., Trafllc organization through towns was bandled very
efficiently and the move progressed without incident and tho unit
arrived at STEINSEL at 1400 20 Dec 44. The Iig located in ZTEINSEL

and the companies in the surrounding towns. At the time, D Dec,

tha 3519th Regt was in division reserve. Qrders were rccaived at

7100 on the night of the 20th to proceed to the vicinity ol 3ROUCH
e
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and VICHTEN., Early on the morning of the 2lst ab 0700 the pn moved out
on oot towards its objective. Regtl transportation avallable moved the
nns to their objectives, the 1lst Bn advancing on foot until trans-
portation became avallable to it. About 1100 orders werc »ccelvoed
changing the mbssion, and directing them to move back to UDPUINZEL,.

Tiey alec dinner on the side of the road, and at 12350 procecadod back

Lo STEIMNEEL. They were nearing STEINSEL later in the aflcrinoon whon
orders were again chamged and the originsl mlission to nove Luck o
SBICUCH - VICHTEN wére received., The Bn arrived linally at ZLOUCH ab
1700 after marching 17 miles. ihe régiment moved on to a linc north

of LROUCH wlth the 3d Bn on the left and the 1st pn on the vishb.

1nt Bn put € and A Cos on the line with B In reserve., Piac L was

in posiblon by 1900. They improved their positlons and remuined dur-
ing the night. At 2100 an attack order was recoived stating that
tney were to proceed north through the remnants of the 28th Div
wliich consisted mainly’of the 109th Inf Regt with other cloments of
the Div attabhed, and attack the south flank of the german sallent.
The Jjump=-off time was to be 0600,

At 0600 on the 2éd, the unlt moved northeast bbb BISSIN and from
there gonerally cross country through woods and the rough grounc
senerally towérd the north and west from BISSEN. At 1130 they con-
taucted the 28th piv (lst pn 109th Regt) which was holding a lline
cenerelly east and wést through MICHELBUCH. Tho C0 of the 109th
had been contacted et BISSEN. Tho Bn had attached at the time 1

plat of 7TDs. (4 TDs of the 610th TD Bn) and 4 medium and two 1light

—
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oanlks of Co C 7024 Tk Bn. 7The woods and the nature of the bLerrain
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prohlblted the use of armor with the advancing infanbtry, and Lt
Williem P‘sweaney took the vehicles around to the left through
VICUTEN and brought the armor up the rosd from VICHTLN to contact the
Infm try elements of the Bn at MICHELEWCH. Just outside the town
they ran Into a small enemy patrol killing 5 Germans an'd capturing
threo. | Contacﬁ was made with the lst Bn at 1145, AL 12350 Bn re-
ceived the mission of taking over OBERFEULLE and NIHLGHULULLE . he
Dn proceeded northward'from MICHELBUCH on the road with the tanks and
Infantry operating together. Aécar MﬁRZIG, they had a short engagement
¥111ling 15 enemy and recppturing on of our S57uwm AT guna and taking sow-
eral PWS. Pws were identified from the lst Co of the 215th PGR.
Moanwhile the 3d Bn had been actively engaged at LTRELG and driven
the enemy out. The 1st Bn h;d moved up elong the road Lo a posltion
east and south of_OBERFEULEN. The enemy treins and other vehicles
which the 3d Bn had driven out of MERZIG wero coming along the open
ground toward QBERFEULEN. The tanks and TDs and the AT plat of
the 1lst Bn found themselves 1n an excellent position to shoot up the
enemny transpbrt. The enemy transport consisted of 1 ptry 4 light
artillery pleces (horse-drawn, with 4 horses on cach zun), 15 horue
drawn wagons and a number of trucks. The onﬁirc column was wiped oub-
-only one vehicle escaped.. Approximately 30 enemy werc killed and
app@yximately 40 captmred. The trains were the Regtl jl¢ units, and liad
all the radio and signal equipment were with the trains. The action
wac of about an hour's duration lasting from 1500 to 1500. OBERMLULEN
and NNIEDERFEULEN were occupied shortly after without any serious re-
sistanco; The Bn sot up defenses around both towns--the Un ¢p being

located in NIEDERFEUILEN.
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on 23 Dpec, theBnmigsion wds to continue tho aticsck to the north

and take the towns of KZHMEN and SCHEIDEL. The attacl: jumped off at
0700, generally following the road north to XEiWMEN., Ao the 3n camo
out of the woods, they could see an enemy column of approiluately

<4 tanks moving down from BOURSCHEID to XEIMEN. The tanka and TDe
attached to the 1lst Bn fired at the encmy columb, knocliing out Z tanis
belfore the enemy could withdraw to BOURSCHEID and bacl: over tlhie hill
to the southeast. The 905th Ao Bn fired soveral misslions onn the town

I BOURSCHEID. Tho action and the resultant delay tool: approximatelsy

o

two hours and the units moved on towards KEHMEN. The In cstimated
that there was one enemy company supported by & tanks in the town of
KLHNEN. They deployed their forces to attack the town with B Co and
¢ Co on the line, A in reserve., One HIG Plat was agcigned to cach of
the leadlng‘cos. lhej advanced to the hl’h ground soubth of ‘the towm,
and lield up until 10 tanks of thcfgﬁgth Tk Bﬁ\ viiich had been with
the 28th Div, were brought up by the Bn §-3, Capt Cyrus 1 Adc
1700 they were all set to hit the town; Tho Bn had twﬁ nedium tonko
snd 4 7?ps of its own in addition to the 10 tanks of the 735th. They
lined the armor up along the road overlookling the town und attacked
wilth A go on the right and B Co on the left. (¢ Co stayed in the vicin-
ity of the crossroads (774454) to protect the rear. TUnder the support-
ing firec 6f the 735th Tk bn and the TDs the medium tanliz und infantry
wont 1into the town. The attack was successful, the oncmy withdrawlinge
They moved in taking over the town shortly alfter dark (1715).

Twenty PwWs wefo capturcd, three enemy tanks werc knockecd out, ond one
of ours lost to bazooka flre. The Bn stayed in the town thet nlipht

and sct up defensive positions. <The 10 tanks from the 735th returned

to NIEDERFEULEN,















