Action of the 2nd Bn. 3%18th Regt, 80th Div, in t»~ Hastogne Salient 24-28
December. Interview « iducted at the 318th Regt in Wiltz, Luxembourg,
on 25 January 1945, By Yapt. Dello G. Dayton. The following were inter-
viewed: Lt Col Glenn H Gardner, now Regt Ex O then CO of 2nd Bn, Capt.
Prentis W Foreman, Bn S-3 2nd 3n, 318th, and 2nd Lt John A Shuford, Bn
S-38 2nd Bn, 318th. Col Gardner did most of the talking after the other
two officers had started the action. Interview as conducted with a map
Map 1/50000

On Dec 24th the 318th Regt was ordered by tne G0th Div to leave the

3rd Bn in its present position near ITttelbruck, Iuxembourg, with the mis-
sion of taking and holding the town, while the other two Bns were to move
via truck to Fauvillers, Belgium, and on rcaching there assist the 4th Arm
Piv in getting through to Bastogne. “hen the 24 Bn, 318th, got orders to
move it was in position on Lopert Hill west of Etteldruck. The Bn was told
to move to Nelderfulen and wait there for trucks. Because of artillery fire
in Neiderfulen, however, the Bn moved to lMerzig and entruc&ea there. Thex'“§
moved via Merzig-Grosbous-Betitborn-Redange-E11l. At the later place a guﬂﬁ?
from the 4th Arm Div picked up the colum and directed it by way of Arlon\lT
Attert-Martelange-and Fauvillers. From Fauvillers the 3n moved up to Bur?ma
where it detrucked. Illere it spent the night of 24-25th December. gg%
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On reaching Fauvillers Lt Zol Ga:dner, CO 2nd 3n, had contacted Geqt
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Dager, CO of CCB, 4th Arm Div, for in*tructinns. (The Bn was attached to
CCB). He was informed that the Bn was to asiist the Combut Command to break
through to the surrounded forces in Bastogne. Intermedinte objectives on
the way were the towns between Burnon and Bastogne., iAn attack to the north
was plannéd for 0930 on the 25th. The attack jumped_off as planned from an
LD just south of the Lambay Chenet woods. The Bn attacked with two Co’s
abreast--F on the right Gon the left--E Co was in reserve., Assisting the

Bn in the attack were 8 tanks from the 8th Tank 3n. To the left of the Bn
was the 10th Arm Inf Bn, dismounted, suvpnrted by 7 tanks from the 8th Tk
Bn. The right flank of the Bn was exposed beca.ise, though CCA of the 4th
Armored was attacking north on that flank, they were not moving parallel to

CB. The first real oppostion hit by the Bn was in the ILambay Chenel woods.
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Here the Germans, ele nts of the Lth FPara Div, 1 well dug in positions
which they defended with automatic weapons. It was difficult to oust the
paratroopers out of their foxholes and many were bayoneted while still in
them. The inf advance was assisted by the tank Tire which was placed indis-
criminately within the woods. "hen the woods had been cleared (About 40
prisopners were taken therefrom) the Bn moved north toward Chaumont from
which CCB had been driven out on the 23rd. In their original respective
positions companies F and G swung to the easct of the town and occupied the
high ground which dominated Chaumont. “hen this had been accomplished and
during which artillery had been placed on the towm, Co B ~oved into the
towm first with about a platoon of tuenty me.. 1he remainler of the company
then went, into the town and assisted in clearing it out. The town was clear
of the enemy by 1800 25th Dec. In tie toym eleven tani.s of the 4th Arm Div
were recovered and after only wmincr repairs, five of the eleven tanks could
be used. After Co E had entered Cjawmont & Co swung around to the north -
of the town. F Company remained on the hizh ground to the east where it
outposted the tanks. The Bn remained in Ghaumontvduring the nizht of the
25th;.G Co outposted it from the north. It was reenforzed with 2-60mm mor-
tars from the weapons platoon, a light macﬂine zun and ten men from Co E,
and 16 men and 3 MG’s from the heavy weapons company. Company E remained in
the town proper and with greatly depleted platoons outnosted the roadnets
entering Chaumont. During the night of 35th Dec G Co had 49 men and F 29.
During the afternoon Co E’s strength had been augmented by the addition'of
24 men from the Regt I and R Platoon. The company CO, Capt Rex O Kirkman,
had also been replaced by 1lst It (now Capt) Zdmund & Willinghoff, who had
been Plat Leader of the I and R Platoon. The Bn had begun the action with
300 men but after a day's fighting was considerahle reduced.

During the night of the 25th Germans were seen infiltering into houses
on the extreme southear edge of Grandrue, the town irmediiately north of
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Chaumont. With this i1 .onrmation the next day's a ick was planned accord-
ingly. On the morning ol the 26th ¥ Co Jjuaped off first with the tanks in
support and headed dire-tly north., After the tonks had fired into the Bois
de Hargeal the infantry moved in and cleaned the southern edge out: There
the Co checked its advance. Afler ¥ Co mhd jumped off & Co came out of the
town, moved to the northeani and tooic up a position to the left of Co abou
500 yards east of Grandrie. “Then cowvpanies © and F had attained the positi
;ns indicated, G Co moved out of vhaumont north toward Grandrue. Before
approachins the town the comprany ventilated the bulildinegs with S7mm fire,
both HE and AP, The compay movcd west of the towvn as if they were going
to by pass it, then did n rizht flan& and woved in on the town. They were
in the town by 0915 on the 206th. The company made a very good haul in the
town. They took about 40 prisoners, a U3 11/2T truck, US rations, US clost
ing, M-1 rifles, binoculars, a 7 AT pun and ammunition for the same. lean
time companics T and E were mecetins hervy resistance in the woods northeas
of Grandrue. Despite the oppostion, Col Gardner said he was anzious to get
out of the woods and into the wmen ground to the north. Since F Co was so
depleted, now down to only 25 men, it was instructed to hold and the other
two Cos were orderd to push forward. G Co moved north out of Grandrue, was
temparily checked by some heivy enemy machine sun fire, but continued to
push forward toward the cross road to the north ( ), the company's obje
tive. When about 500 yards from the crossreed, the company Commander repor
ed he had so many prisoners that he did not mow what to do with them. Col
Gardner took some men froa the mo:tar platoon and sent them forward to bri
back the prisoners. (There was only 1 gu.rd alloted to approximately every
30 ZX prisoners) By 1500 the com.any had reached the crossrad. The 2
taken 150 prisoners in their move
officers and 49 men of the zompany had GEEEHIXEHEXEHILEFB X LARHE XX
forward. At the crossroad they took 2 Germn 88°'s, one of which was loaded
and also picked up anothgr Us 57mm. In the German CP located in a house

near the CR three officers were taken prisoner snd some mortars captured.
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