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sction of the 2d Bn, 318th Kegt, 80th Div, in tho BASTOGNL salient L4-~28 Docomber,
Interview conducted/ the 318th Regiment CP in WILTZ, LUKLL.BOURG, on 25 Junuary 1947,
by Capb Dollo G. Daytone The following were interviewed: Lt Col Glenn II Gaxdner,
now Reptl ax O then CO of 2d Bnj Capt Prentiss w. Foreman, Bn S5-3 Zd bn, 310th;

and Zd Lt John A Shuford, Bn S-2 2d Bn, 518th. Col Gardncr did most of the talking
after the other two officers had started the action. Inteorvicw was conducted with
4 wap. Map:  1/50,000

On 24 December the 318th regh was ordercd by the O0Lh piv & Touve e
Sd Dnodn its present position near ETTLLDNUCK, LUZaADBCURG, with the sdigsion of
takting and holdinyg the town, while the other two battalions were to vove via truck
Lo ¥aUVILLGRS, BelGIUM, and on roaching there assist the 44i armd Div in getting
vhroush to BASTOGHE. When the 24 Bn, 318th, got orders to nove it s in posi-
tion on Lowort Lliil wesl of ETTLLEBRUCK. The DBn was told to move bo HeIDERFULLI
~wud walt there for trucks. Because of artillery firc in NELDUwFJIwsK, hovevor, the
snomoved to MERZIG and contrucked there, They moved via MERZIG=GROSZOUL=DSTTDBORN-
WLDANGE-LELL, At the latter place a guilde from the 4th armd Div pichied up the
colwm and directed it by way of AtlLON-ATIEKT-MARTILANGE-FAUVILL. G, Prom
FAUVILLRS the Bn moved up to BURNOI\) where it detrucke Here it upont the night
ol 24-55 December,

On reaching FAUVILLERS Lt Col Gardncr, CO 2d DBn, had contactoed Gon Dager,
CO of CCB, 4th Armd Div, for instructions. (The Bn was attuched to CCB.) He
uns informed that the Bn was Vo assist the Combat Command to break through to the
surrounded forces in BASTOGHE., Intermediate objectives on the way wwoere ‘thé tovius
betyeen BURNON and BASTOGNE. An attack to the north wac planned for 0930 on the
25th., The attack jumped off as planned from an LD just south of the LAMBAY
CimNe? woods. The BEn attackod with two Cos abreast--I' on the right, G on the loft--
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reserve, Assisting the Bn in the attack were 8 tanks from the 8th
anlt Bn, To the left of the Bn was the 10th Armorcd Inf Bn, dis-
mounted, supported by 7 tanks from the 8th Tk Bn. Thﬁéight fla nk
of’ the Bn was exposed because, though CCA of the 4th Armored wus
attacking north on that flank, they were not moving parallel to
CCB. The first real oprostion hit by the Bn wus in the Lambay
wQods «(5 /6470 |
Chene@r Here the Germans, elements of the 5th Para Div, had well
WYXEX dug in positions which they défended with automatic weapons,
It was difficult to oust the paratroopers out of their foxholes
and many were bayoneted while still in them. The infaentry advance
was ussisted by the tank fire which was placed indiscriminastely
within the woods. When the woods had been cleared (abunt 40
prlsoncrsﬁwgﬁgﬁtgggg_therefrom) the'Bn moved north toward Clhaumem™®
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" frcm which CCB had been driven out on the Dérd In their original

cspective positicns companies I' and G swung to the cast oif the town

«nd occupied the high ground whicn domindted Chaumont. When thics
and during which,artillery had been placed on the torn

had been uccompllshed Company E moved into the tow qfxnm“,,,uuhuﬁ&j
rizxzx. first with -«@befi® XBxmenxfrmm a platoon ofahwcntv men.  The
’rCHMinder of the company then went into the town and assisted in
clearing it out, The town was clear of the enemy by 1800 25th
tecember, In the“town eleven tanks of the 4th armored Divicion
viere recovered and, after only minor repairs, five of the eleven
tenks could be used, After Company E had entered Chaumont & company
swung around to the north of the town, F Company remained on the
high ground to the east where it outposted the tanks . The Un
romeined in Chaumont during the night of the 25th., G compuny out-
nocted it from the north., It was reenforced with ©- 60 mm uwirtars

Trom the weapons platoon, a light machine gun and ten men I'rom



| Q3SSYI030 |
sl Bh, 818th, Ac t.on AT Bastogne (cont) Page &

coupany K, and 16 men and 3 MG's from the heavy wcaponszs company.
Company E remained.in the town proper and with greatly derlcted
platoons M outposted the roadnets entering XH# Chaumont. During
the night of 25th December G company had 49 men and I 29, During
the afternoon Company E's strengbh had been augmented by the
aadition of’24;men from the HKegt I and R Platoon. The company
commander, Capt. Réx 0 Kirkman, had also been replaced by ist

Lt. X{ (now CEpt) Edmund A, Willinghoff, who had been Plat Leader
of the I and R Platoon., The Bn had begun the action with 50

nen but after a day's fighting was considerabl¥ reduced.

During the nlght of the 25th Germans were seen infilt-cing into
h-uses on the extreme southeigggf Grandrue, the town immecdiately
north of‘ﬁ Chau@dnt. With this information the next day's
attack was plannéd accordingly. On the morning of the 26th I' Co
jwiped off first with the tanks in direct support and hcaded
0LT€CE§¥ orth After the tanks had fired ihto the Bois de
uargealA the infantry moved in and cleaned the southern edge out.
There the company ‘ Sl g (“%ulloAfter F Company had jumped

off 1L company came out of the town¥i , moved EXXZX to the northeast
and took up a position m to the left of Companﬁf;bout 500 yards eust
of Grandru@. When companies E and F had attained the positiums
indiceted, G Company moved out of Chaumont north toward Grandrue.
Before approachiné the town the company ventilated the buildings
with 57mm fife,;both HE and AP, The!company moved west of the town
as if they were;going to bypass it; then did a right flank and moved
in on the town.” They were in the town by 0915 on the £6th, The
company made a very good haul in the town. They took about 40

prisoners, a US 13T truck, USrations, U S clothing, M-1 rifles,
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THNINHEZEX binoculars, a 57 AT gun and ammunition for the same,
sienntime companies F and ® were meeting heavy resistance in the
woods northeast of Grandrue, Despite the oppostiién, Col Gardner
seld he was anxioué to get out of the woods and into tue open
ground to the north. Since F company was so depleted, now down
to only 25 men, it was instructed to hold and the othér two
coapanies weré ordered to push forward. G company moved norin
out of Grandrue, was temponarlly chec&ed by some heavy cnemy
machine gun gire, but continued to push forward toward the
cross road to the north (6/¢5/2 ), the company's bbjective,
“iien about 500 yards from the crossroad , the company comminics
vororved he had so many pridsoners that he did not know vwhaio to
(o with them, Col Gardner took some men ¢ from the mortar platoon
and sent them forward to bring back the prisoners. ( There
was only 1 guard alloted to approximately every %0 prisoners)
By 1500 the company had.reached the crossroad. The 2 officers
and 49 men of thé companyﬁhad taken 150 nrisoners in their
move forward. At the crossroad they took 2 German 88's, one of
which was loaded, and also picked upg another US 57mm., In the
German CP located in a house near the CR three officers werce teken
nrisoner and some mortars and machine guns were captured,

While Company G was moving north toward the crossrcead, Corpany
L was having a terrific fire fight in the woods to the east. "The

Lt. Willinghoff
new CO Jvas. really gettlng a work out, said Col Garaner. e was
doing a good job but was having heavy cgsualtles. Col Gardner
ordered the company to cease its fire , sideslip east out of the

woods, and then move into thebsouthern'edge of the small patch

of woods (523570) a little to the north, Most of the German


















