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y UNIT: 318th Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div.
PERIOD: 8 Nov = 4 Dec 1944.
ACTION: LORRAINE Campaign (SEILIE & NIED River Crossings)

SOURCE: Lt Col Glenn H. Gardner, Exec O, 318th Inf Regt, then CO 24 Bn
Capt John L. Gann, S-3%, 318th Inf Regt, then Hq Co CO.:

PLACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: KEMFTEN, GERMANY, 318th Inf Regt CP,
21 June 1945.

INTERVIEWER: It S. J. Tobin.

MAPS: 1/50,000 - Title Sheet No GSGS_No
METZ - 34-13 4471
NOMENY 34-14 4471
ST AVOLD 35-13% 4471
CHATEAU SALINS 35-14 4471
SAARGUEMINES 36-13 4471
SARRE UNION 36-14 4471

Note: Unit history was used for reference during the interview.

On Nov 8, the 318th Inf Regt jumped off in attack to establish
a bridgehead across the SEILLE River. A 30-minute artillery prepa-
ration was fired on enemy positions'on the ‘east side of the river.
Prior to the assault crossing the Engrs had .placed assault boats on
the river's edge for the infantry to use in crossing. Due to the .
heavy rains during the period, the river i;gzgﬁ’several feet during
the night and the infantry had to wade through waist deep water
about 100 yards to reach the assault boats. The first waves crossed
in the assault boafs and the later waves crossed on infantry support
bridge which was put in by the Engrs ear1§ in the morning.

The attack.Jumped off at 0530 and by 0630 both of the assault
Bns were across. The 2d Bn crossed in the vicinity of CLEMERY
(872342) and the lst Bn on the right crossed the river southeast of
NOMENY in the vicinity of (903324). The 1lst Bn proceeded northward
and captured the high ground Hill 217 overlooking the town of MAILLY
(909256) shortly after noon. About 1600 the enemy launched a counter-
attack against the 1lst Bn but this was driven back shortly before
dark and the Bn held in the position for the night. |

The 24 Bn pushed out across the river against mortar and small
arms fire. "E" Co was sent in to take the town of ROUVES (8793%44)
"G" and "F" Cos by-passed the town and continued on to road junctiom .
212 (892355) by 0830. An enemy counterattack consisting of about
100 infantrymen was launched from the direction of RAUCOURT (890370)
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