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Action of the lst Bn, 318th Regbt, in the drive btoward DASTOGLL, DELGIUM. The
intcrview was conducted at the rear echelon CP of the 80th Division in OBuHWEULLSN,
LUMsLBOURG, on 29 January 1945. IlLiajor George W, Connaughton, forwerly CO 1st Du,
was interviewed., Interviewer: Capt Dello G. Daybon. i.ap: 1/50,000.

(WOT'wm: This is about the most difficult interview that I have ove:r conducted.
circumstances as far as physical conditions were conccrned werc porfect, bub tho
stute of mind of the person interviewed completely cancelled those. In the middle
of the BASTOGNE drive, Maj Connaughton was relieved of the cowmand of the bn ond
he bad been hurt very much by this. HHe was still muchi concerncd over it--nol
bitter but unhappy.)

Tho

The attack on ETTELBRUCK during the period 22-24 December grostly denleted the

ranks of the lst Bn 318th and when, on the afternoon of 24 Decciber, the In
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Lty . . xS Eshed v & ey
moved to the easi to assist CCAa of the 4th Armd Div in driving bownrd BallOGLL,

its total strength was only about 450 men. All of the company coi wmndoers waroe
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neyw and iajor Commaughton, who had been Zx 0, had just taken over Lhe I,

action ot ETTELBRUCK the Bn Comdry had been wounded and all the communy commusiers

sonded or killed. (Those lost ot sTTELBRUCK were: Lt Col Albort Tozi, i (O,

wounded; Capt Joseph ¥ Grady, CO Co C, killed; Cant Olto schults, 20 Co 4, woeundod;

lst Lt Johu Henry Scanlon, CO Co B, wounded.)

About 1100 on the Z24th of Decamber, lajor Connoushbton reccivad ovders Tfrow Col
acVickar to withdraw from ETTELBRUCK and move south to LirG Lo cnirucl for a new
zone of action. At the time when the order wes rcceived, the 1t un hud Cos i ald

C in the line southwest of ETTELBRUCK and was helping to contocin tie town. Co C
digengaced first with some difficulty and proceeded towurd Biwh. Co & had just

sltavted to disengage when Liaj Connaughton was instructed to put lin lroops bock in-

to the line and assist the 3d Bn, on Lopert 1ill, which was recoiving 2 counter-
atteck. Co C had been brousht back bu£ had not yet resumed the ocisinagdl position
whon the kiajor was instructed to carry out the orders of withdravsl. (unjor

Comnauchbon said that the counterattack had probably come as « roecult of their

withdrawal. ZInemy troops had followed them as they withdrew and in so doi
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hit the flank of the 34 Bn, which was on the left. The ajor woid fuwrther that

when he finally withdrew he would not have been pjlad, under suny

cirecunsuvances, to

trode places with the 54 Dn., The latter was sitiing alone oub o

Lopoert 11ill, northwest of LTTELBWICK, and had eneny in front o

about dark on the 24th the Bn loft DBailG for CCA Iig of the

pinh/DULniiGla, BELGIUM. liaj Connouzhton said that ot thic time he Lo
H Lo

abttached to the 4th Armd but he did not know cxactly what the

be. At MARTGELANGE the Major met Gen EZarnest, CO of UUA, wus b
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tion, and given the mission for the following day., Whe
_ an/
at 0300 on the 25th the Bn would jump off impattack tovuard the
the first objective being the town of TINTANGLE; thercaftor the
continuous until the final objective was reached. Gen saineoct
ves the important thing. He gave aj Comnaughton an assowbly
about 800 yds southeast of WARILCH and about midnight tho men
they could in the snow. At 0230 on the 25th, kaj Conuauchton
orders to his company commanders, all of them new: Lcave tue

in order to reach the Linc of Departure by 0800; 4 and C will

panies, A on the left, C on the right; the road between JurlluCii o
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the nolnt of

cnd aloncside 1t.)
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T BGes AT wg)

tosed on vhe situw-
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w beiel wag Lhet

sorth, BASTOGHS,

auvlocs wonld Lo

boedded down wos beost

cuphasized that speod

ca for the troons

soave tho following

curoombly waen at 0700

5
O

o
&

vho ascault coni-

ad LI RGs will

be the left boundary of the Bn, the Selgium-Luxembourg boundary will be the risht

Tlank boundary; attack toward TINTANGE along an azimuth of about

4D degrees; the Bo

will be supported by 8 tanks from the 35th Tk Bn and prior to our nove into ths Lown

of TINTANGE air and artillery will be placed on the town. The seceral plen lor

the atbtack on TINTANGE was outlined about as follows: after crociing the Lince of

54

Departure, Co A would occupy the high knob about 500 yds southrics

Lol TINTATIGS,

Afuor sceuring the same would clean out the northwest portion of Lie bown oud nove

on to the high ground to the west; Co C would move into the remninder of TIHWIANG.
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wiiile Co B moved up the deep-éofgé south of the town, then to the cngt and Cfinally
north where it,wouid tic in with Co A.

The Bn moved out of the assenbly area as planned at 0700 with the 8 tanks
abreast of the infantry. Gen marnest hﬁd said the previous ovening; Lhat the Dn
vould pvrobably have to fight to get to the LD, aud he wags right. bocausc of the
fizhting the Bn was somewhat delayed and the LD was not reached until about 0390,
‘‘ne terrain prevented the tanks from moving right u;Atho LD so they had Lo sida-
s1d» to the left until they found a trail leading into TLLIALGL. hoocounbuyr wag
budly cut up and very rugged. Over it wore low pine treces under wihich bthere luy
o geveral inch mantle of snow. The Line of Departure, sclected wy ivap roconnals—
sance, which was the Grande kiolscht Creck, turned out to be a gorge with steep
slopes on either side, The stream itself was not un obstucle, but the slopes cer-
tainly were., With difficulty the infantrymen made their way down the near slope
while vhey drew fire from the Germans on the oppogite side. Then, - fter they had
crosued the creek, and had started up the opposite slope, the Jerwvincs lobbed
sronades inbto their midst and fired into them with automatic weapon~. There was
practically no mortar and artillery fire. With dogged determination tho doughboys
finally made their way to the top of the high ground south of TIwWlsiGs. The re-
sistance they met had been tough but many of the enemy they had eancountercd werc in

I uniforms which had served to confuse them and thus slow thelr prosress. As bthe
fsacricans advanced the Germans withdrew to new positions from whiclhi they continucd

to direct fire. Having taken the high ground south of the towm bthe troops made

rondy to move into the tovm as planned. TFour P-47s bofibed the town and then the
artillery (66 FA in direct support) placed somc concentrations on the town. Alter
this the infantry joined with the tanks, which had meanwhile moved up via < trail, onc
together éhey noved into TINTANGE. By about 1430 the town had been talken. The
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attacl: had been planned in phases and the taking of the towm was thoe first phase,
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Therefore Maj Connaughton contacted Gen Barnest concerning subseguonb moveacnbi.

0

The Geon ordered the lajor to clcan out all the woods northeast ol WIWLALGE and Lo

.

blowfi out any bridges that might be across thé SURDGCH RULISS Rivor in thob area;

the main bridge which crossed the river about 1500 yds north of T1nlallGy wus to

be contained until the Lngrs could blow it. The Bn then wac Lo sccuwre Ll town and
cotablish a line glong the high ground from the vicinity of the muin bridge to the

norbiwest of TINTANGE as far as the GRANDE KOLSCHT. HMost of the alternoon was spont
in clcaning out the woods to the east. About dark the ingrs abbennted to blow

the bridge but were unsuccessful; their second trial was worce cuccassful,  iwad-
blocks were placed across the roud to the morth, south and southwent of TIITLIIGE
and the CR (574445) north of the town was covered by the tanks i the two WDo
opcrating with the Bn. Then the Bn established the line as dirccicd and sent outb
patrols to the northwest to maintain contact with the enemy duving the nizht. The
positions occupied were maintained.

vhile the 1st Bn 318th had been attacking toward TINTANGH durin; the day, cle-
ments of CCA had completed (some cleaning out had been donce on the 24th) cleaning
oub WaRNACII and the woods directly mnortheast thereof, and on the night of vhe 25th
Co 2 Olot Armd Inf Bn was asscembled along the road between WarlinCi and TLeliaiGa
and just to the cast of the former towmn., §E§;ly on the morning of the 206th, CGo B
Slst was attached to the lst Bn for the daytc attack. The Compony was given four
of the 8 taaks and was to attack northwest along the leoft flaniz of the lst Bn 3100,
The right flank of the company and the boundary line bebween it and the Bu was the
Grande holscht Creek. The attack by the company and the infantry battalion vias
originally scheduled to jump off at 0800 but iiaj Connauihton gol permission to hold
the attack of the Bn unti140850. (liaj Comnaughton said that Gen Lornest wanted to
attack at 0800 but that he cxplained to the Gen if the Inf{ In, olucady shead of tic
Arnd Inf Co, jumped off the same time as the Co they would got too far uhead of the
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conpany and thus be endangered by the firec of the company. Tha Gen vhen gave hin
pewidssion to hold the Bn's jump off time until 0800. Actbuall:, ilor 1oosons ox-
plained in the narrative the Ln did not jﬁmp off until about 020C or 1000, Lvi-
dently Col MacVickar, CO of the 318th Regt, later lourned aboub e delay becaus:
on the alfternoon of the 26th he relicved Maj Connaughlon of the comwnad ol Lthe 106
In without giving the latter an opportunity to offer sny cxplancbion.) ‘Ihie majous
remiined with Co B/5S1 until it jumped off at 0800 and then went to his Dp north-
weost of TINTANGE to scc that 1t got offe The Dn 5-3, a 24 Lﬁ; hod mcanwhnile boen
left with the Bn to assist in getting it off at the appointcd v,  vihon Liaj
Connaushton got to hic Im it o o alicady past 0830 and the Lo bt sob yob jusned
of. He asked the Bn S-2 what the trouble was and the latter roplicd, "lhers
isn't muech in the way of orders that a 2d Lt can cive to captain. ond 1ot Lto.v

lic informed the major, however, that the delay was caused mostly bocauso
was waiting for arﬁillery fire. Shortly after Haj Connaughton rouched hiic Bn the
artillery came but it fell dangerously closc to the troops (fortunttely did not
injure any). A necessary adjustmnent of the fire dclayed the nuxzt concentrabion nod
it rfell way beyond the troops, outside of sight or heuring. The Ln waited for
another adjustment but the third concentration was evidcntl& a rencat of the &d.

At this point Hajor Connmaughton called off the artillery fire and the Bn jumned off
on the attack, but it was now somewhere between 0950 and 1000, linverthcless the
attack progressed satisfactorily. The P-47s bombed the Aul Borg Chobeau wiero

1. F

prisoncrs of war captured the previous night reported a lot of llc Gemuans conecn~

trated, and the Chateau was takon without opposition. (Actually, the Germang hnd
vithdrawn‘previous to the bombing during the carly hours of thw nornins.) The re-
cistance on the 26th was much lighter than it had been the previcus day and by 1200
1aj Conmaughton reported to the Gen that the Bn had reached Phuase Line 53 he also
roported that he was not in contact with B/51 on the left. Gen warnest told the
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major to move ahead invo IIOWVIILu,., liaj Connaughton planncd to assoult thic toun

vl two Cos after 1t was bombed., B Co was to swing around and coime in on the cact

gide of

the towm after C Co supported by the four tanlis had assaulted the lowm from

the west. The air mission was called for but did mnot arrive. The attack jwiped

off without it and took HONVILLE. Tho Cos werc just moving into thz town wion

kiaj Commaughton was met by Col liacVickar. The latter asked the major what time the

atbtaeck
1000,
CO0 cary
DCeil bu
maj Con
yis G

the i

on the

in the morning had jumped off. Liaj Comnmaughton recplied, "aAboubt 0230 or

The colonel then told the major he was being relicved beceause he hod failed
y out an order. Iiaj Comnaughton attempted to cxplain what tlhin delar bad

t he did not have a reccptive listener, Capt Gaking took ovor the B from
naughton. MMaj Connaughton was not familiar with thce deteils of the follow-
's action but he said the Bn remained in the viecinity of HUNVILLL during

ht of 26 December. On the following doy it took LivVailiin..o nnd moved up

'

hish ground northwest thercof where it reomained until it ecoturned into

the LUSIBOURG sector from which it had come. The Bn did nol go inlo BASLOGHw,

supplenental Notes

On

Inf Div

Was eXo

iz also

inmedla

o

the right flank and to the gsouth of the lst Bn 318th werc clenents of the 25th
. Since this Div did not advance abreast of the Bun, the latter's risht flank
osed., The boundary on the right of the Bn wasg the SUxBaCH ULiso river which
thc boundary between BEIGIUM and LUXEMBOURG (see overlay). wo indicuted,

tely left of the Bn was B/51 and beyond tuis Co weore other closcnts ol CCi,

o4 rnd Dive  Further to the west, and north, CCB, 4th amd Div, un advancing

wivh #Zd
connaug

unit to

S1ath p

Ba 318th, attached, on its right flank. Beyond CCB was CCil. iaj
hton-sald CCR of the 4th armd "rang the bell at BASTOGN aid wogs Whe firegs

get into the encircled troops." He said further that tace troons of ihe

layed an auxiliary role,.
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The lst Bn 318th took 161 PWs in its action againct TINTANGs on Cliristias
Duy, the biggest haul the Bn has ever tcken in a single day. At Lhe ond of that

day's Tighting the three rifle Cos in the Bn had a total of 124 mcn--oie Co had

¢H, another 37, and the other 22, (These figureos subject to auesiion. The najowr
could not attach the figures to tho Cos nor was he surc aboul ther. Conpany con-

manders during BASTOGHE action were:
Co 4 - lst Lt Gordon D. Gocrke

Co B - Capt Reid licAllister
Co C - 1st Lt Joln C Santner

The following miscellaneous notes were obtained from Capt Goorge W Hurwood,
vno, at the time of the BASTOGE actlon, was Ba Méd 0 of the 1lst bn S1l8th., le ic
now Surgeon, Sp Trs, 80th Div. He was present when I intervicwed waj Connaughton
wnd gave me the medical notes below:'

During the attack on TINTANGE on 25 Dec 70 casualties vient thrously the Sn 4id
station, kost of the men were treated for small arms wounds—--morce wounds of this
Urype were noted than had been seen since the action aboul NOKENY, fialiCh, in sSopt-
cmber. The following day, 26 Dec, some men caime into the aid station from the
20th Liv which early had been overrun by the German drive. Some of these men's
shoes were frozen to their feet and had to be cut off.

Wnon the lst Bn began its action at LTTEALBRUCK on 22 Dec, it had 20 men (3
short) in its medical detachment. From then until December 27 the dobuchment sul-
fered 7 men killed and 8 wounded--more than 50 percent 1ossvin 5 dayoe

Ivacuation worked sﬁoothily while in the BASTOGNE action., The Bn uced btwo an~
bulances which took the casualtices to CCA HQ in LIARTELANGE; 4th Ammid evacuated
Crom there to the Clearing Station; Capt Harwood said he had never worked with

un oubfit so cooperative and helpful ag the 4th Armd Div,



