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Action of the lst Bn, 318th Regbt, in the drive btoward DASTOGLL, DELGIUM. The
intcrview was conducted at the rear echelon CP of the 80th Division in OBuHWEULLSN,
LUMsLBOURG, on 29 January 1945. IlLiajor George W, Connaughton, forwerly CO 1st Du,
was interviewed., Interviewer: Capt Dello G. Daybon. i.ap: 1/50,000.

(WOT'wm: This is about the most difficult interview that I have ove:r conducted.
circumstances as far as physical conditions were conccrned werc porfect, bub tho
stute of mind of the person interviewed completely cancelled those. In the middle
of the BASTOGNE drive, Maj Connaughton was relieved of the cowmand of the bn ond
he bad been hurt very much by this. HHe was still muchi concerncd over it--nol
bitter but unhappy.)
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The attack on ETTELBRUCK during the period 22-24 December grostly denleted the

ranks of the lst Bn 318th and when, on the afternoon of 24 Decciber, the In
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moved to the easi to assist CCAa of the 4th Armd Div in driving bownrd BallOGLL,

its total strength was only about 450 men. All of the company coi wmndoers waroe
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neyw and iajor Commaughton, who had been Zx 0, had just taken over Lhe I,

action ot ETTELBRUCK the Bn Comdry had been wounded and all the communy commusiers

sonded or killed. (Those lost ot sTTELBRUCK were: Lt Col Albort Tozi, i (O,

wounded; Capt Joseph ¥ Grady, CO Co C, killed; Cant Olto schults, 20 Co 4, woeundod;

lst Lt Johu Henry Scanlon, CO Co B, wounded.)

About 1100 on the Z24th of Decamber, lajor Connoushbton reccivad ovders Tfrow Col
acVickar to withdraw from ETTELBRUCK and move south to LirG Lo cnirucl for a new
zone of action. At the time when the order wes rcceived, the 1t un hud Cos i ald

C in the line southwest of ETTELBRUCK and was helping to contocin tie town. Co C
digengaced first with some difficulty and proceeded towurd Biwh. Co & had just

sltavted to disengage when Liaj Connaughton was instructed to put lin lroops bock in-

to the line and assist the 3d Bn, on Lopert 1ill, which was recoiving 2 counter-
atteck. Co C had been brousht back bu£ had not yet resumed the ocisinagdl position
whon the kiajor was instructed to carry out the orders of withdravsl. (unjor

Comnauchbon said that the counterattack had probably come as « roecult of their

withdrawal. ZInemy troops had followed them as they withdrew and in so doi
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