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YInterviews by lst Lt. T.E. Burts,Jr
f_e@*~f317th'lnfentry ( Regt)

Source: Lt. Col.l .| Pisher, Regimental Exccutive Officer
Major J,D. Hayes( Evacuated)-“orme: 8-2 of Regiment
Captain:; inrd ( Evacuated)-Former S-3 of Regiment
Captain~J,.E.Mullen ( Evacuated)- Former CO,Company E.

5jinfﬁfPreliminary Reconnalsance Phase: Second Attack Date , 12 Seotember. .

" The entlre regliment was , on the 7th of September, back on .the west

gide of the Mogelle River , and the unlts were dug in with defenslve

- positions ,(locations shown in the interview and on sketches).

~-Plans were successively made for attacks to be made on = future date,

. the date being changed several times to allow more reconnaisance, and

o> to,allow units to prepare for a large scale attack in force. The final

.. date selected , announced much later, was the 1l2th of September.

3 During the period extending from the 7th to the 1llth, reconnaisance

»patrols were organized by both Engineers and Infantry, and were sent

out on successive days for the purpose of selecting the hest possible,

'mosgt strategic cr0331n§ site. The factor of surprise was congidered

- most. important. Major *ayes, S-2 of the regiment, personally led patrols

+ with 'Captain Ford to the river, Listening posts wereg:set up. Key terrain

- features on the eagt bank of the river were consid.red. Daylight patrol-

;5%-and recon activity were regtricted to afford the enemy no indication

7 ofour intentions. A minimum of two vehicles was placed zs the regtrict-
s ioh for recon parties. Certain areas were.cut off ffom military trafflc.

. Planndng Phase: Second Attack

: It was-declded to ,make use of fords in the vicinity of Dieulouard,
to use assault boats here in the initial wave, and to otherwlse exploit
the terrain, which was the most unlikely spot for a crossing from the
- the enemy's viewpoint. A canal and two arms of a river had to be cross-
. ed before.gainning the other side. However an"island"effect was in evi-
dence here as = result of the physical course of the river. This would
provide protectionnfrom enemy armor on a very vulnerable gide, _
The Engineers would bridge the river at several points from the "igsland",
end ‘would bridge the canal from two points , One canal bridge would be ..
" placed north of Dieulouard for the 2d Bn, while another canal bridge
would be plated south of the town for the 3rd Bn. FThfbytwo machine
gung’ - would be emplaced near the crossing point to give overhead fire,
these to be emplaced by the Infantry and to be flred by the supporting
Engineers. The Artillery wizs to place preparatory fdres on the Lolsy.
Bezaumont road from 0415 to 0445 . Air supvort wes to be used as much
as possible - and on call.CCA , of the 4th Amd. Div, as planned for the
first attempsg,would pass theough the bridgehead ahd procede to the
‘eagt. To confuse the enemy,: the aame artillery concentrations were
Tiredegmch daybefore the crossing.
. The &ttack. was scheduled for 0400, l2th- oeptember. The 2dBn would
¥} crogs north of Dieulouard , pass over the flood plain, through Lolsy,
34 and take» its. objective,Genevieve Hill. The lgt Bn would follow over the.
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‘same route as that used by the 24 Bn ,Amove ur to the right of this

unit and secure its objective, the hill NE of Zezaumont . The 3rd Bn

~would cross south of Diculouard, move across the "island" and take the

nill known ag the Falaise,
Action and Bridging Phase:

The artillery and ailr support came according to plan, and the attack
jumped off at 0400 with great™success. Units had been guided from assem-

.bly areas in the Boig de Cuite to their crossing points by special mark-
.ers., The Engineers had prepared all bridzging fa01litles and were able

to put footbrldbec in over the canal prior to the H-hour. Although ,
many casualties were sufifered in crossing the river,as a result of the

-open terrain, the attack progressed so well that units were on their

- objectives by 0530 . Some difficulty was experienced in getting the

heavier bridges into place so that the organic vehicles could Cross.

. However this was done before noon and Engineers and Tank Destroyers were
-over to support the crossing. The enemy was firing concentrations on

all bridges.Both lead units had made use of footbridges over the canal
‘Anthe initialg waveg , and had forded arms of theé river, making as much

" use of boats as possible in getting to the other side. Now the problem

of defendingf the briggehead became paramount .,

Defending the Bridgehead: Eqm ol L7 L E. 4%]

The following days , the 13th, 1l4th amad 15th , were spemt in beating

Joff determined counter-attacks coming principally from the Foret de

. TFacq on the north,The enemy launched & series of .ttacks , supported by .

. .coordinated Infantry and Tank operations, with am:le use of artillery
-and mortar preparations. In spite of the perimeter defense set up by

" the Infantry regiments , the Germans were able to run tauks down the
‘roads and valleys between unite and cut them off on the surrounding

";hllls. On the 13th, the 317th Infantry regiment found itself cut off

on Genevieve hill , with our artillery landing on the reversec slope

~» of that hill to displace the enemy lodged there. Engineers along the
© river were defending their bridges , with an enemy to their front between

-~ “them and the remainder of their Infantry regiments. From this the idea
fixed itself in the mind 6f the defending Engineers_that the Infantry
‘had been wiped out. Our tanks were , with the Pank Destrovers, fighting

of f~the enemy tank colums cutting through the vallevs. Egch day the

. ‘enemy launched a counterattack at dawn, pushed throubh our lines Lo cut
. "the communlcations between the troops. Each day, ot dewn, St Genevieve
iwas teken and by afternoon had been retaken by our forces.By the 15t -

 the CB's of one battalion and the 318th Infantry Regiment had been over-

run.Lolgy had been retaken from the enemy , and 2a bautallon of the

7:318th , which had been cut off on Mousson Hill ,was now free. The lstBn
‘of the 318th Infantry,which had accompanied the 4th Amd. Div in its

passage through the bridgehead on the 13th , now realeased from the
mission with the Ammpr , came back through St. Genevieve on the 15th
and drove the enemy from the town and hill, The 319th Infantry crossed
the river on the 15th and occupied Loisy, tied into the left flank of
the 317th . On the preceding day , the 3rd Bn 317th Inf. haa heaten the
‘enemy off the ”“lalse ,«qupnovtédd by a terrific artillery"time firel
concentegilidénn . Now the enemy was held , HMousson Hill was ours , 5t.

‘aﬂGenevieve was cleared , the enemy had been defeated on the "dldlSL hill,

":and thus all key terrain was 1in our possession , the bridge head efendea
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