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INILRVIEWEE: Major James llayes, $-5 317th Inf, ot CP S1Vih lnL, 1nRDURSCIELED,
LUZEMBOURG, 16 January 1945
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THIERVIGVER: Lt S. J. Tobin

On 17th December 1944, the B17th CT less 31%Lth Ta Bn witl 4o ¢ O03LL 4D Do
ana Blry D 635d AaA left at 0700 and moved by motor 4o Lhe ale: .ol of olloUiLe.
[TRN vy m . . . ,“ ST— b~ 56 5 % R ¥ r
Lhe S17th CT was established at ALTWIILER (w5379). ‘here they oobollichod vond
blocks and divided their sector into Bn areas for putrollinga Lok Lo owaps given the
northeast, 24 Ln the northwest, and the 34 Bn was given the southonst oand east
soeltor.,.

The 18th Dec 1944 was spent conbtinuing the btroining of usits in asoonlis of
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fortified position preparatory to attacking the SLLOFRILDL Ling. i
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moved to RAHLING GRO4£37). At 2230 Gol Fischer {?) rotuzmsd fvo
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and said that all units muct be prepared to move norblwiaig
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On 19th Dec, {601 Elegar, 80th Div G-& 2 haspes\w LT shies
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must move out by 0930; the IP would i*wﬁphfwu¢~finul

bho mureh Lailog

orders were to march to BASCIY ¢ a representative of III Corps

would meet them., At 1930 on 19 De Zukerman, who was in cuarge of the quar-
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tering party had arrived in BASCHARAGE and had gonv on to arransc for quarbers in bhs
vicinity of ARLON (P615225)., The lst Bn reached BASCIIARAGE in the lead of the marcih
coluwnn, followed by the 2d and 3d Bns respectively. licanwhile the CG, 80th Div, had

received orders to remain at BASCHARAGE. The lst Bn was then ordered into position

gouthwest of the town. 1lst Bn had just pulled off the highway when the Agst Div

Condr received information that the orders were rescinded and that the Div was to
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move along highway NS to LULEMBOURG where a guide from III Corps would Le at the
west edge of the city. They were able to stop the lcading clemcnt ol thoe 2d 3n in

time to keep the Div moving on route to LUXEMBOURG. The lst Bn v iven ingtruc-

tions to join tiie end of the Div column. The CT move on inm ths folliowin: ordors:

»
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2d i, Od Bn, ospecial units, $15th I Bn and Tinally lst n. AU houl 2100, o

bhe Oiv was conbinuing toward LUZREBOURG, five German Lightor =luiv o cvooned dewn to

stiio'e Liae part of the colwin contuining 313th e Tho ndeht visitbiiit, wao ood
owing to a full noon. The portion of the 313th thor stralcd v o0 rlat of GO i
. h(ch .

V‘JJ_MMMO“hnCd up on the Pldnuu wibth 0ll weavons. Tnoir volwi: oo fine limitod
viry Jerries to one strafing run and they flew on towards the coot clbhont fwibhown

wolooting the Div colunm. After mecbing the III Corps puide, Uhor found houvy o
con noted traffic in the city of LUXENMBOURG. Vehicleos wore coucivinably brooliing in
znd out of their colwan. They moved through without undue delay o trouble,  1adj
Hoeyon suid they used 75 guldes along the route through the cily Lo Ineilitute ticix

noveannte

On the morming of £0 Dec, the 80th Div closed on the arcn iy rrow of the Sth

In{ biv in the vieinity of GOWNDERANGE (U927227) at 0530. There vy receoived ovdurs
LO propare rcserve& defense positions and to be prepared to countrLincelk in oany

dircction., The reg 1mcntal areas were as follows: 317th on the »ihil, B1Sth on

the left, and the3l9th in reserve, The 317th put the 1lst DBn in wooowve with the L4
and 54 Bns in dofensive position. At 0830, orders cwac to the 2L7LL that they vould
be recponsible for the defense of Radio LUXEMBOURG northoast of JULGLILESTLR (U9B0LLO;
which was about 8 kilometers from the front lines. Liaj Hayes ordewad thot oo 1ot
bc sent to relieve the engineers who were guarding it at the timc., ouring the altow-
noon, the 317th received orders to prepare to attack to the norii, northeast, or

soubhicast with Co A 7024 Tk Bn in support. The Div mission at the tine wis to pro-

teel the right flank of the III Corpse
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On the morning of 21 Dec they moved oul frud)deuuRun”“ Lo the vicinily ol
STEINSEL (U836210)e They moved out at about 1000 by motor and wirvching, arriviug
in position about 1700, (Leckange ?). UGB,

lhc regimental mission was still unchanged und  they moved cut in wttiock
forimation at 0600 following the 818th Inf on the morning ol tho Lid. AL 1000 Div
G=9 vigited the 317th CP and told Liaj Hayes to coucentrate hic Lioops nortl and
woot of BERG (UB05362) and that they would be coimitted in bebueen the Z18th naon

cllbh RRegbse As the 317th was already underway, L] Loyou issucd orders Lo abioe
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northwerd immediately going throush LERZIG (U705410) on bo wsLoGliiiu (U005 to

procecd to the river and take over the secbor of the 318th, 7:31-7Col ulosuw,

i

Div G-5, wus vhere, Gen scouridse, CG, called Trom tho LI0Uh reoelnding Lo opdnw,

o, dus that the 318th could do 1L.£700] ilegay said for thow teo b prooired bo
crocute tlhe plane The CP then moved up to BuiG (UCLSSGC).
¢ called
4t 1400 Col Elecazf major Mayes and told him to omocubtc bhe g wn bhoelorn

buing rescianded. Naj Hayes weont to LG and contucted Col #inch: yes b
isoion. TRe Bng gltarted al 156900 with 24 S in Gile lesd Toll ) oA A Eo

yithy tuae 34 in reserve., They had no artvillery at the times, hosevor Co o YOLGA W

was in supnort. Col TFisclhor gave instructions tvo mova: the Ol b MEalisusd
(UV"8210).  The roads werc joxmied with traffic nzar MOLOWRIMUL w4 - nd AL s oud
t il hour after dark when the CF opened. The od auna lot o od Lhrough

the B5a Tfollowing. The 2d Bn advanced through the nijht to wblbCidan (UOOGAAD ;.
Rosistance was met abl wiLSCHEID and E and F Cos were cent :round the cight to ™ -

Pass VALSCHEID and tole BOURSCHEID (U800470).
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On the moining of 23d Dec, 0900, the 21.7th comnloted roli £ of the Y1Sth.

The B4 Bn was ordercd to take KEMiEN (780460 ) and then BOURSCLAIU. The Zd in
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sbavrted off bubt met heavy LG and cimell arms fire from the vicinity of aLoCidnll L

: SN . T ( b
cadition to heavy artillery and ncbelwerfer fire estimeted to be about 1000 rds
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e Sd withdrow with 24 casualties including 2 Jcilled. ot 1500 o wecon i w00

“

coived from the 319th to expect a counterattack in theinr awvea (K, .- BLoCILID).

Lt Col woberts, 317th Ex 0, withdrew the unit to a defensive posiition on Lho high

ceound south east of KELMEN in vieinity of (780450), llowever, the «nncctod countoer-

attack did not come. During the night, the 24 Bn was relicved diun the Jins by the

1 et

Lot Bn. On the morning of 24 Dec, the lst Bn attacled ILiILLE on Lhe 1o0t,

R bt was

wnsuccessfuly they withdrow to the original position about 1000 yds froi LusLiiiN

adber hwving 197 casualtics including deads. The units of the 21710 continusd to

rdnboin their positions at the same places as on the £3d. Ilzovy 1 hting took wplacc

o o ~

11 duy in the sector of the 317th,

On the morning of 25 Dec, the 317th attacked with bthie 1ot ond oo Lo abvoust
ol book the high ground south and east of SCHEIDuL (U725401). 1

LTS 1A09] Lol sl GRS

5CiiIDLl and- the 3d Bn took about a quarter of KEIMEN (U780460). fher wawee ordeved

paEaS

Lo owithdraw to their original positions by the CG, GOLh Div, puring e atoncl the)

o

suffored 161 casualties including dead. The regiment gpent the nout Lhreo weel
; e ; P . ; Yoo e X .
pointaining its defensive positions in the vicinity of IIGI %ﬁuuulu. the neriod

bing mpent in training and rchabilitation. '



