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NOTE: No records were used during the interview.

On- the morning of 8 Nov 1944, when the 80th Division jumped qff across the
Seille River during the LORRAINE Cahpaign, the 317th 1nf was on Lhe Division's
and XII Corps' left flank. The 2nd Bn, which was to pass into the 317th's
regimental reserve as soon as tie 1lst and 3d pattalions jumped off, was holding
the regimental line running along the seille ltiver between MORVILLE-SUR—SEILLE
(8436) exclusive to CLILENY (8634) inclusive. ihe lsi Bn, 517th, was on the
right and the 3d Bn, 317th, on the left.

while holding the river line the 2d 3n had i Co on thc ieft, G Co on the
rizht and & Co in reserve. Maj liuyves said thut the 24 on had all the heavy
machine guns he could make available w»lus .our 50 caliber macuine guns emplaced
at a point (846362) firing acros: the river to the easl in support of the cross-
ing of the lst Bn. This supportin: macui.c sun fires continued from 0600 to 0615
8 Nov 44. osSome of this same {ire also was placed on wiLY (8637) and on the road

+ runnipg southwest out of EPLY., afler tiuis fire was lifted, the Znd Bn went.into

regimental reserve, assenbling to ihe rear at a .oint (818352)
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At 0800, lMaj Hayes reconnoitered for a crossing over the Seille. He found
an engineer footbridge and also saw that the 3d bn, which the 2d Bn was to
follow, was involved in a fire fi:hit. Hz then weut back to the regimental CP
where he received orders to follow as soon as the 3d Ln was clear of the river,

At 1025, the 2d Bn becan the croassing. Lhe roule wons tbroush the main road
to MORVILLE and then across. durin: the crossin avoul t.n rounds of artillery
fell in the vicinity but no casualties resulted. Llhe order was G Co first,
followed by F and then & Companies. waj liayes recalled that the footbridge bhat
the engineers had constructed ad spanned tne water of tlhe ocille completely
when first put in, but because of countinucus rain, the river had swollén to about
200 yards wide at that point. oo it was necessary to wude about 100 yards through
waist deep water to get to the 30 yard bridge anu Lhen wade another.lOO yards

to get to high ground on the other side. <lhe current also was abnormally swift,
Hayes remembers. ?

The 2d Bn found the east bank of the river, tihe area just north of GPLY and:
a point at (851367) mined. DBut they knew ol these fields ahead of time and took
care of them without sufferin: casualties. ‘Two weeks before, a 13 man patrol hud
had six men seriously wounded. in these locations, but all 1Y had managed to re-
turn to friendly lines with detailed information.

Upon crossing, & Co had the mission of taking Hill 237 at (855378), T Co
wag to take EPLY and £ Co was to take Hill 2.4 (851381).

bécuuse of the condition of the river it took G Co, the first company
in line, 35 minutes to clear in single file. 4t 1130m while waiting for the
other companieé to come abreést, & Co received a heavy cnemy artiliery barrage‘
in their assembly area. The fire w.s Lelieved to come from the direction of

LEUVIGNY (8641). ighteen casualties were suffered, including five dead. One

round hit right in the midst of a mortu: crew in the act of setiing up their
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